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In recent weeks, Nashville’s Broadway 
party scene has garnered national 
attention as tourists, party buses and 
pedal taverns crowd the streets. The 
attention that these parties on wheels 
have received, however, is coupled 
with further regulation laws and 
stricter parameters for the growing 
“transportainment” industry. This 
industry, popular among tourists, 
features an array of vehicles, ranging 
from a reworked fire truck to a rolling 
hot tub. 

Although Nashville’s tourism levels 
were at an all time high in 2019, the 
pandemic caused a massive loss in foot 
traffic and revenue. Seeing a $4.5 billion 
decrease in visitor spending through 
2020, entrepreneurs worried for the 
financial future of their businesses. 

This loss, however, was quickly 
amended once the party scene reopened. 
“We went from a really busy year in 2019 
to hardly anything going on in 2020, and 
then when the gates opened, it was just 
right back at 2019 in an instant,” MNPD’s 
Central Police Precinct commander Jason 
Starling said.

Tourism levels have risen to those 

of 2019 and are projected to surpass 
the previous levels at a rate of 10% per 
year. These rates are expected to be 
bolstered by the rapid expansion of 
the transportainment industry, which 
has seen the opening of over 20 new 
companies in the past six months. 

Since the first pedal tavern hit the 

streets of downtown Nashville in 2010, 
the industry has grown to see over 1.5 
million customers annually. “In the 
past 10 years since I’ve been coming to 
Nashville, it’s crazy that you can go there 
on a Wednesday… It doesn’t matter the 
time or day of the week. It’s just crazy,” 
Harpeth Hall’s Director of the Performing 

Arts and new Nashville resident Brion 
Kennedy said about the growth of 
Broadway.

With an increase in transportainment, 
Nashville’s entertainment district has 
seen a large spike in medical calls, 
citing a 64% increase in calls since 
2019. Medics are called to aid victims of 
the party scene and, more specifically, 
victims of alcohol overconsumption. 
Calls respond to issues such as alcohol 
poisoning and drunken fights to more 
serious injuries, such as a June incident 
when a 22 year old man fell from the top 
of a party bus and was run over by the 
bus’ rear tires. 

In response to the dangers of the party 
scene, Nashville police officers have been 
posted at most Broadway crosswalks 
directing traffic and pedestrians. The 
officers bar all weekend traffic on 
Broadway after 8:00pm to protect the 
pedestrians switching between honky 

tonks and bars. The presence of officers 
downtown has become so crucial that the 
Metro Nashville police staff an additional 
50 officers in the entertainment district. 

On Oct. 19, Metro Council members 
passed Nashville’s first transportainment 
regulation. 

See NEW LAWS Page 2

Supreme Court kicks off a new term with conservative majority
BY AVA CASSIDY
News Editor

On the first Monday of October, a 
new Supreme Court term began and will 
continue until late June or early July, with a 
6-3 conservative majority for this term. For 
the first time in 19 months, the Supreme 
Court justices will have in-person sessions, 
though Justice Brett Kavanaugh will be 
absent as he recently tested positive for 
COVID-19 and is participating remotely. 
As of yet, gun rights, religion and abortion 
seem to be at the top of the docket. 

When former President Trump 
appointed justices Amy Coney Barrett, 
Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh during 
his presidency, he aimed to pick justices 
committed to overturning Roe v. Wade 
and ensuring that the Second Amendment 
would be upheld. 

The Supreme Court will hear a 
challenge to a New York law that only 
allows concealed carry handguns if a 
person can show a need to do so beyond 
a general desire for self-defense on Nov. 3. 
Challengers of this law claim that it prevents 
most citizens from getting the license 
necessary for concealed carry and violates 
the Second Amendment. This is the first 
time that the Supreme Court will issue a 
major ruling on the Second Amendment in 
over ten years.

On Dec. 1 the court will argue an appeal 
by Mississippi to overturn Roe v. Wade, 
the 1973 Supreme Court ruling that 
legalized abortion across the United States. 
Mississippi’s law would ban abortion after 

15 weeks of pregnancy. 
The new law would make abortion illegal 

more than two months earlier than the 23-
24 weeks that Roe v. Wade allows for. It does 
allow for exceptions in the case of medical 
emergencies or fetal abnormalities. 

As of Sept. 2, 11 states had trigger laws 

that would go into effect if Roe v. Wade 
is overturned by the Supreme Court and 
would restrict access to abortion. Those 
11 states are Arkansas, Idaho, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, North and 

South Dakota, Utah, Texas, and Tennessee. 
Tennessee’s trigger law, the Human Rights 

Protection Act, would ban abortions and 
make it a felony for a doctor to perform an 
abortion with the exception of preventing 
death or extreme physical injury. Women 
who receive abortions would not be 

prosecuted. 
On Dec. 8, the Supreme Court’s last 

scheduled argument of 2021, they will 
hear a Maine case involving religion and 
education. The Court will settle the dispute 
on whether Maine can cut state funding to 
religious schools. 

Several cases regarding the death 
sentence will also be heard. The Supreme 
Court will review the decision of an appeals 
court to not give the death sentence to 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, who was convicted 
of helping perpetrate the bombings of the 
2013 Boston Marathon. The Court will also 
hear a case regarding an inmate’s request for 
a pastor to be present in the death chamber 
with the inmate to pray together. 

“On Oct. 18th students received an 
email from our Library offering a free 
subscription to the New York Times and 
the Wall Street Journal. I would recommend 
subscribing to both of those news outlets, 
then a third source as well, to diversify 
your perspective,”Dan Polk, Upper School 
History teacher, said. 

“I believe that everyone should dedicate 
some portion of their time to following 
what is going on with all branches of our 
government (executive, legislative, judicial) 
at the local, state, and federal levels. Without 
informed citizens our democracy weakens,” 
Mr. Polk said.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR: HAPPY NEW YEAR: The US Supreme Court building stands tall awaiting the coming term. / The US Supreme Court building stands tall awaiting the coming term. / Credit: Creative Credit: Creative 
CommonsCommons

New laws enacted to regulate Lower Broad party scene

DEFINITELY A NASHVILLE PARTY: DEFINITELY A NASHVILLE PARTY: Juniors Olivia Majors and Mia Corts drive through Broadway’s Saturday night Juniors Olivia Majors and Mia Corts drive through Broadway’s Saturday night 
traffic on April 2, 2021.traffic on April 2, 2021. / Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor / Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor
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BY OLIVIA MAJORS
Editor-In-Chief

As the social media giant continues to 
grow in wealth and size, Facebook has 
been rocked by a myriad of scandals, 
backlash and complaints from former 
employees, government agencies and 
the general public. The most recent of 
these public relations nightmares comes 
from whistleblower Frances Haugen, 
a former Facebook product manager 
who was recruited by the company in 
June 2019 with hopes of improving 
the way in which Facebook combats 
misinformation. 

By May 2021, Haugen resigned and 
subsequently leaked tens of thousands of 
Facebook’s internal research documents 
to both the Wall Street Journal and to 
Congress. The information included 
in these documents was made public 
through the Wall Street Journal’s 
“Facebook Files” stories published in 
September. 

“We have evidence from a variety of 
sources that hate speech, divisive political 
speech and misinformation on Facebook 
and the family of apps are affecting 
societies around the world,” one leaked 
document stated. 

The problem, Haugen insists, is that 
Facebook continues to maximize growth 
and minimize safeguards, undermining 
democracy and facilitating the spread of 
misinformation as a result. 

“The thing I saw at Facebook over and 
over again was there were conflicts of 
interest between what was good for the 
public and what was good for Facebook,” 
Haugen told “60 Minutes” in an interview 
in September. “And Facebook over and 
over again chose to optimize for its own 
interests, like making more money.”

At the heart of this issue is Facebook’s 

algorithm: the complex accumulation of 
data from both individual consumers and 
the site’s overall viewership that dictates 
the order in which different posts show 
up in users’ feeds and recommendations.

“Facebook makes more money when 
you consume more content,” Haugen 
said. “People enjoy engaging with things 
that elicit an emotional reaction. And 
the more anger that they get exposed to, 
the more they interact and the more they 
consume.”

A 2018 change to content flow, Haugen 
claimed, contributed to the proliferation 
of hateful and divisive content on the 
site. It also contributed to the company’s 
annual revenue doubling from $56 billion 
in 2018 to a projected $119 billion at the 
end of 2021.

This sharing of harmful political 
content came to a head this year with the 

deadly Jan. 6 Capitol invasion. Haugen 
testified that Facebook prematurely 
turned off safeguards designed to thwart 
misinformation and dissolved the unit 
on civic integrity shortly after Biden 
defeated Trump in November. 

“The result has been more division, 
more harm, more lies, more threats 
and more combat. In some cases, this 
dangerous online talk has led to actual 
violence that harms and even kills 
people,” Haugen said, alluding to the Jan. 

6 insurrection. 
Facebook has been ceaselessly 

rebutting these allegations, claiming that 
Haugen’s testimonies and statements 
are misinterpretations of cherry-picked 
internal documents. 

“Social media has had a big impact on 
society in recent years, and Facebook is 
often a place where much of this debate 
plays out,” Nick Clegg, the company’s 
vice president of policy and public affairs 
wrote to Facebook employees in a memo 
sent Friday. “But what evidence there 
is simply does not support the idea that 
Facebook, or social media more generally, 
is the primary cause of polarization.”

Political polarization is not the only 
point of contention for Facebook and its 
algorithm. Haugen argued that Facebook 
has knowingly contributed to higher 
rates of mental health issues among 
adolescents, especially teenage girls. 

“We make body image issues worse 
for one in three teen girls,” Facebook’s 
research team said in a March 2020 
internal slideshow presentation. “Teens 
blame Instagram for increases in the rate 
of anxiety and depression.”

In public, however, the company has 
played down or denied any negative 

effects on teens, 
choosing to 
keep research 
private. The 
documents 
released by 
Haugen have 
caused a 
massive uproar 
and led to a 
hearing in 
mid-October 
by the Senate 
Commerce, 
Science and 
Transportation 
Subcommittee 
in which both 
Haugen and a 
representative 
from Facebook 
testified. 

Across the 
aisle, both 
Democrats and 
Republicans 
are calling 
for increased 
restrictions 
and guidelines 
regarding 
the content 
allowed on 
Facebook and 
the formulaic 

algorithm designed to keep people on the 
site for longer.

Senator Marsha Blackburn, a 
Republican from Tennessee accused 
Facebook of intentionally targeting young 
children with an “addictive” product. “It 
is clear that Facebook prioritizes profit 
over the well-being of children and all 
users,” she said during the hearing. 

Senate Subcommittee Chair Richard 
Blumenthal, a Democrat from 
Connecticut, echoed this concern. 
“Facebook exploited teens using 
powerful algorithms that amplified their 
insecurities,” he said. “I hope we will 
discuss as to whether there is such a thing 
as a safe algorithm.”

The question remains, however, of 
how to impose regulations without 
encroaching on a company or individual’s 
freedom of speech. “Social media free 
speech is a whole different ball game,” 
Upper School Social Sciences teacher, 
Bonnie Moses said. “It reaches people 
so quickly, so this is another example 
of technology getting way ahead of the 
ability to regulate it.” 

(Continued from Page 1)

The bill, which passed with a vote of 
33-3, allows the Metro Transportation 
and Licensing Commission to decide 
who can and cannot operate and 
maintain a permit for party vehicles. 

The new regulations could also 
potentially ban passengers from 
bringing their own alcohol on board 
and would enact stricter punishments 
for vehicles facing numerous noise 
complaints.

As Mayor John Cooper asks the 
entertainment vehicle industry for 
cooperation, Michael Winters, president 
of the Nashville Transportainment 

Association, has agreed to parts of the 
bill, while still insisting the majority of 
the vehicles are safe. 

“We agree there’s a problem,” Winters 
said. “We agree there’s too many vehicles 
that maybe shouldn’t be on the road. We 
are all in agreement that there needs to 
be some tightening of the system.” 

This sentiment is shared by many 
Harpeth Hall students. “It’s crazy how 
many people are coming to Nashville 

for these parties,” junior Susanna 
Payne said. “I’ve been in many driving 
situations on Broadway where I felt 
unsafe being near pedal taverns... and 
once a hot pink school bus!” 

Despite the backlash it faces, the 
transportainment industry continues to 
grow, and many consumers and business 
owners are reluctant to support any 
proposed restrictions. 

“Those ‘woo’ girls are literally the 
heartbeat of our economy,” Nicholas 
Lyon, CEO of party bus company Hell 
on Wheels, said of downtown tourism. 
“If someone is looking for quiet 
Mayberry, you move to Brentwood, you 
move to Franklin.”

New laws enacted to regulate Lower Broad party scene

Facebook Whistleblower calls attention to disregard for public

“I’ve been in many driving situations on “I’ve been in many driving situations on 
Broadway where I felt unsafe being near Broadway where I felt unsafe being near 
pedal taverns... and once a hot pink school pedal taverns... and once a hot pink school 
bus!”bus!”

Junior, Susanna PayneJunior, Susanna Payne

FACEBOOK UNDER FIRE:FACEBOOK UNDER FIRE: Former Facebook product manager Frances Haugen testifies before the Subcommittee on Consumer Protection,  Former Facebook product manager Frances Haugen testifies before the Subcommittee on Consumer Protection, 
Product Safety, and Data Security in Washington, DC on Oct. 5, 2021. Product Safety, and Data Security in Washington, DC on Oct. 5, 2021. Credit: Jack Gruber – USA TODAY NETWORKCredit: Jack Gruber – USA TODAY NETWORK
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Senate Subcommitte Chair Richard BlumenthalSenate Subcommitte Chair Richard Blumenthal
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BY AMELIA ALEXOPOULOS
News Editor

As the new Director of Equity and 
Inclusion, Mr. MarQuis Chappell has 
a mission to make diversity, equity, 
inclusion and belonging a focus in the 
Harpeth Hall community. His efforts 
will commence with the B.E.L.O.N.G. 
Council in the Upper School.

 B.E.L.O.N.G., formerly called the 
Council for Diversity, Equity, Inclusion 
and Belonging, stands for Boldly showing 
up, Engaging in tough conversations, 
Listening more than I speak, Open to 
learning, Noticing my assumptions and 
Giving second chances.  

“[The purpose of B.E.L.O.N.G. is to] 
plan and host culturally-competent 
community programming for 
students to hone their cross-cultural 
communications skills, celebrate 
difference and interrogate how we can 
use our own privileges to help others,” 
Mr. Chappell said.

The goal is for discussions to be 
student-led and student-focused. “I 
believe students know best what we need 
done here; how our school can grow,” Mr. 
Chappell said. 

In addition to B.E.L.O.N.G. in the 
Upper School, Better Together, the 
Middle School counterpart, and Faculty 
Council for Belonging, which consists 
of 16 faculty members, have all been 
started this year; Mr. Chappell hopes 
to make diversity, equity and inclusion 
work more accessible to all students. 
The B.E.L.O.N.G. Council is working 

to organize informal Lunch and Learn 
conversations that anyone can attend. 
These meetings will focus on how 
different cultures and practices intersect, 
from fashion and religion to food and art. 

 In the spring, B.E.L.O.N.G. members 
also hope to organize an Identity Week 
that will recognize every student and 
their own personal identities. However, 
that event is still in the planning process. 

“We strive to create an environment of 
inclusion at Harpeth Hall, where all can 

be seen, heard and understood in every 
aspect of life,’’ sophomore Elizabeth John 
said about the council. 

B.E.L.O.N.G.’s main focus right now 
is to figure out ways to get all students 
involved, not just students who are part 
of B.E.L.O.N.G. or who are inclined 
to participate in the Lunch and Learn 
conversations. “Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion and Belonging work has to 
be transparent, and so right now, I’m 
thinking of strategies for our school about 

how to make that work transparent,” Mr. 
Chappell said. 

“I’m hoping to lead what I call DEIB 
workshops during Upper School 
Meetings and Middle School Meetings.” 

These workshops, happening 
throughout the year, will provide students 
the opportunity to discuss topics ranging 
from politics and gender to how to be an 
effective ally and activist. 

 There will also be evening events 
that will cover a diverse array of topics 
hosted at Harpeth Hall for anyone in the 
community, including students’ families. 
These events will be led by Mr. Chappell 
or by experts on the specific topics being 
discussed.

The new B.E.L.O.N.G. Council, Better 
Together and the Faculty Council for 
Belonging all speak to the enthusiasm 
within the Harpeth Hall community for 
leading diversity, equity and inclusion 
work and fostering an empathetic and 
respectful environment of learning. 
Student-led and student-based clubs such 
as Black Student Alliance and Gender 
Sexuality Alliance also serve as platforms 
for conversations surrounding equity and 
inclusion. Mr. Chappell plans to host a 
town hall with the leaders of these clubs 
so that he can hear more about their ideas 
for the year and can plan for B.E.L.O.N.G. 
to collaborate with them. 

The B.E.L.O.N.G. Council is off to an 
exciting and productive start to a year 
where diversity, equity, inclusion and 
belonging work will be a priority. 

DO YOU BELONG IN B.E.L.O.N.G.?: DO YOU BELONG IN B.E.L.O.N.G.?: Juniors Riley Kate Higgins and Grace Blankenship work together at Juniors Riley Kate Higgins and Grace Blankenship work together at 
B.E.L.O.N.G meeting on Oct. 5, 2021. B.E.L.O.N.G meeting on Oct. 5, 2021. Photo by  Mia Corts, Photography EditorPhoto by  Mia Corts, Photography Editor

Students spearhead diversity initiaves on campus through B.E.L.O.N.G. Council

President Biden works to pass Infrastructure bill in the House
BY GABBY MCHAOURAB
News Editor

Throughout 2021, a big part of 
President Joe Biden’s economic plan 
has been trying to get a bipartisan 
infrastructure bill along with a 
reconciliation bill approved by Congress. 

Both pieces of legislation were 
approved by the Senate on Aug. 11, 
2021 and are still awaiting approval 
from the house. According to 
CNN, the reconciliation bill would 
be a 10-year spending plan that is 
the first step towards Democrats’ 
efforts to further education, health 
care and childcare support, address 
the climate issue and improve the 
country’s infrastructure. 

CBS News states that the 3.5 
trillion dollar reconciliation bill, 
formulated by Biden would cover 
2 years of community college for 
all students despite family income. 
This part of the bill will cost around 
$108 billion. 

Another significant part of 
the bill would be child care and 
universal pre-K for every family 
with kids ages zero to five. This 
plan would cost another $450 
billion and help provide universal 
pre-k for ages three to four. 

The reconciliation plan would 
also cover medicare expansion, 
extend the child tax credit, cut 
prescription drug prices, and pay family 
and medical leave.

The infrastructure bill is around 
a $1 trillion bipartisan spending bill 
formulated by President Biden. It would 
cover the cost of building railroads, 
bridges, improving roads and other major 
projects. The White House predicted that 
it will create around 2 million jobs a year.

The bill has already been passed 

through the senate with a 69-30 vote and 
many Republicans voting in favor, such 
as Senator Mitch McConnell.

“I was proud to support today’s historic 
bipartisan infrastructure deal and prove 
that both sides of the political aisle can 
still come together around common-

sense solutions,” McConnell said. 
However, other obstacles emerge 

as President Biden attempts to get the 
infrastructure and reconciliation bill 
through the House of Representatives. 
Democrats in the house cannot come to 
a consensus on a good way to pass both 
bills. The Intelligencer states that Speaker 
of the House Nancy Pelosi has once again 
changed the deadline of the vote until 

Oct. 31 due to the fact that Democrats 
cannot come to an agreement on how 
many items the reconciliation bill are 
necessary.

Many Democrats have stated that they 
will not vote to pass the infrastructure bill 
without the existence of some progress 

being made towards reconciliation. 
Additionally, Manchin, the Democrat 
representative of West Virginia, has 
made attempts to include the Hyde 
Amendment in the bill. 

According to CBS News, this is a 
“legislative provision that bars the use 
of federal dollars for abortion except in 
cases of rape, incest or when the life of 
the mother is in danger.” 

Many House Democrats and 
Republicans say that they can not support 
the bill if the Hyde Amendment is in it.

Another big issue arising regarding the 
support of the infrastructure bills is the 
drop in President Biden’s approval rating 
in recent months. This drop was caused 

by the spread of the COVID-19 
delta variant, the deadly 
withdrawal from Afghanistan 
and the thousands of Haitian 
migrants on the Texas Border. The 
President’s approval rate among 
Americans has dropped from 43% 
to 29% in just a matter of months. 
According to Asociated Press 
News, some raise speculation that 
this could cause a loss of support 
for the President’s efforts to get the 
infrastructure and reconciliation 
bill passed even from Democrats.

If both these bills get passed, 
concerns about the cost of these 
bills will most likely arise. CBS 
News reported that the Democrats 
have a plan to help pay for the 
services for both the reconciliation  
and the infrastructure bill. First, 
the corporate tax rate would 
increase by 5%, bringing it from 
21% to 26%.  

Furthermore, for households 
that earn over 400,000 dollars a 
year, taxes would increase by 2.6%, 
bringing them from 37% to 39.6%. 

Finally, according to the Joint Committee 
on Taxation, these tax increases are 
estimated to obtain around 2 trillion 
dollars over 10 years. 

As the House continues to push 
the voting deadline back, Democrats 
desperately try to compromise on the 
bills to avoid another pre-Christmas 
government shutdown like in 2018. 

BUILDING UP BILLS:BUILDING UP BILLS: President Joe Biden addresses the public during a press conference at the White House on May 6, 2021.  President Joe Biden addresses the public during a press conference at the White House on May 6, 2021. 
Credit: Adam Shultz, White House Photographer, Courtesy of Creative CommonsCredit: Adam Shultz, White House Photographer, Courtesy of Creative Commons
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BY JOSEY BEAVERS
Copy Editor

In addition to their academics, 
many Harpeth Hall students spend 
time working various jobs, including 
babysitting, working 
in retail and 
counseling sports 
camps. 

In a recent survey 
of 36 Upper School 
students, 2/3 said that 
they are currently 
working during the 
school year. Many 
hold jobs as retail associates at stores 
like Shindigs and Celebrations, Judith 
Bright, Magpies, Katy’s Hallmark and 
Paper Source. 

An equally popular field among 

students is the restaurant industry. 
Seven students reported that they 
spend their time working at various 
eateries including Panera, Anzie Blue 
Café, The Food + Company, Crumbl 

Cookie, Starbucks, 
Red Bicycle 
Café and Little 
Gourmand. 

During the 
summer, others 
work as lifeguards, 
camp counselors 
and athletic 
coaches for 

younger kids. 
Junior Alice Wilbanks worked as 

a lifeguard for the first time over 
the summer at Hillwood Country 
Club. “Getting as much work done at 

school and planning ahead is the most 
important thing that will help create 
balance” Wilbanks said. 

Within the hustle and bustle of 
student-employee life, senior Raven 
Hinchey believes it  is important to 
prioritize personal wellbeing. 

“Don’t lose yourself in your work 
- you need to make time if you don’t 
have it to take care of yourself,” 
Hinchey said. 

Upon losing their opportunities to 
work at Harpeth Hall summer camps 
in the summer of 2020 due to the 
pandemic, juniors, Julia Allos, Riley 
Kate Higgins and Avery Kilburn, 
created a summer camp for young 
girls as a substitution for those 
traditionally offered by schools that 
were cancelled due to COVID-19. 

Called “Fun in the Sun Camp,” the 
camp took place during the last two 
weeks of July and the first week of 
August. 

“We put together and ran our own 
version of Harpeth Hall Little Girls 
Camp,” Higgins said. 

Girls ages four to eight (with the 
exception of some nine year old 
siblings) were hosted in Kilburn’s 
house from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m and 
participated in a vast array of 
activities. Campers swam, watched 
movies, did crafts, played tag games, 
and made homemade ice cream. 

Though on a smaller scale than the 
Harpeth Hall summer camps, the girls 
still prioritized the health and safety 
of their campers amid the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Faculty feature: Raby, Kloha & Guthrie hit the Hall
BY LENA QIAN, JULIA ALLOS & VERONICA 
PIERCE
Features Editors

Continuing an ongoing effort to 
introduce the large class of new faculty 
joining Harpeth Hall this year, Logos will 
highlight Upper School Mathematics 
Teacher Ashley Raby, Associate Director 
of College Counseling Brad Kloha and 
Upper School English Teacher Stuart 
Guthrie.

Joining the Upper School math 
department is Ms. Raby, who also coaches 
volleyball and is part of the knitting club. 

From a young age, Ms. Raby knew she 
wanted to teach.

“I used to make my poor little brother 
play school at home in the summer, so I 
would pretend I was teaching him,” Ms. 
Raby said.

Originally from East Tennessee, Ms. 
Raby moved to Nashville to attend 
Belmont University, where she received 
both her B.A. in mathematics and her 
M.A. in teaching. She then worked at 
Hillsboro High School in its International 
Baccalaureate program for six years.

Now at Harpeth Hall, Ms. Raby teaches 
Algebra II and College Algebra and 
Trigonometry. In her classes, she hopes to 
offer flexibility and friendship to students. 

“I like to think that I’m pretty adaptive 
and that I build good relationships with 

students,” Ms. Raby said.
When Ms. Raby is not teaching, she 

enjoys knitting, baking, playing with her 
cat Dante or spending time at Dollywood.

Ms. Raby also has a passion for 
volleyball. She has coached club volleyball 
for 12 years and has undergone five knee 
surgeries from the sport. Now, she serves 
as the Upper School Assistant Junior 
Varsity Volleyball Coach. 

Mr. Kloha also joins the Harpeth Hall 
faculty as the new Associate Director 
of College Counseling. He earned his 
M.S. in Sports Administration at Central 
Michigan University, and he previously 
served as Senior Director of Admissions at 

the University of Colorado Boulder. 
Growing up, Mr. Kloha went to 

a small private school in Michigan, 
where there was only one guidance 
counselor for the entire school. 
While his counselor was not very 
involved with students, Mr. Kloha 
was admitted to his top choice 
of schools: Central Michigan 
University. 

“That [experience], to me, spoke 
about why it was so important for 
students to find the right fit,” Mr. 
Kloha said.

Mr. Kloha had visited Harpeth 
Hall numerous times over the last 
four years to recruit students to the 
University of Colorado. Working in 
college admissions, he tended not 
to regularly interact with 
students, which he enjoyed. 
He knew that the next step 
in his career was moving 
to the high school world to 
become a college counselor. 
He had already planned to 
move to Nashville, and 
from his previous visits, 
he knew that Harpeth Hall 

would be a perfect fit.
“What I have really enjoyed 

about being on the college 
counseling side is getting to know 
the students on a personal level: 
their activities, their concerns, 
their excitements!” Mr. Kloha 
said. 

Aside from college admissions, 
Mr. Kloha has run 100 obstacle 
course races for the Alzheimer’s 
Association. He has traveled all 
over the country to run two or 
three races each weekend. 

At Harpeth Hall, Mr. Kloha 
wants his energetic spirit and 
positive energy to fit well with 

Harpeth Hall and its students. 
“Most people would describe 

me as rather energetic, maybe too 
energetic!” Mr. Kloha said. 

And finally, this year, Harpeth 
Hall English Department welcomes 
Mr. Guthrie as an English faculty 
member, as well as the Cross 
Country coach and one of the 
Logos faculty sponsors.

Mr. Guthrie was originally a 
chemistry major; however, through 
his love of writing, reading and 
Shakespeare, he ultimately decided 
to pursue a career teaching English 
after attending the Bread Loaf 
School of English (you heard us 
right!) alongside Mrs. Yancy, who 
was also boarding there.

“Seeing students understanding 
literature in ways they never 
thought themselves possible -- 
that’s amazing to me,” Mr. Guthrie 
said.

Mr. Guthrie then taught at a 
boarding school in Connecticut 
before considering changing 
to teaching at a day school and started 
looking into Harpeth Hall.

However,  after teaching at his former 
school for so many years, he was not 
completely ready to leave. It wasn’t 
until he came down to Nashville for an 
interview that he realized how much he 
loved Harpeth Hall.  

“Not only is it a beautiful campus, but 
everybody was incredibly warm,” Mr. 
Guthrie said.

After transitioning to Harpeth Hall, 
Mr. Guthrie, who was the sponsor of the 
literary publication at his previous school, 
was informed by Head of Upper School 
Armistead Lemon, Head of the Upper 
School that there was an opening for the 
Logos faculty sponsor position. 

Though he had never directly worked 
on a school newspaper, Mr. Guthrie 
became interested in doing something 
new and working with kids in a different 
environment than the classroom. 

Outside the classroom, Mr. Guthrie 
spends his free time training for 
marathons, drumming and refurbishing 
old furniture. 

Originally from upstate New York, he 
also enjoys keeping up with the Yankees; 
however, he would also like to look into 
some Nashville sports as well.

Overall, Mr. Guthrie hopes that both 
the faculty and students will see him as 
someone who is invested in and cares 
about the Harpeth Hall community.

“I’m having such an amazing time 
already getting to know my students each 
day, and I’m excited to see where this 
goes!” Mr. Guthrie said.

In the next issue, be on the lookout for a 
focus on the other four new Upper School 
faculty: Jessie Yancey, Dr. Steven Wenz, 
Emma Wynne and Tim Hickman.

SMILES IN PATTON: SMILES IN PATTON: New Upper School English Teacher New Upper School English Teacher 
Stuart Guthrie poses by Patton.  Stuart Guthrie poses by Patton.  Photo by Lena Qian, Features Editor.Photo by Lena Qian, Features Editor.

BEAMING FOR THE CAMERA: BEAMING FOR THE CAMERA: Brad Kloha grins for the camera. Brad Kloha grins for the camera. 
He is the new Associate Director of College Counseling at He is the new Associate Director of College Counseling at 
Harpeth Hall. Harpeth Hall. Photo by Julia Allos, Features Editor.Photo by Julia Allos, Features Editor.

#SELFIE: #SELFIE: Ashley Raby joins the Harpeth Hall faculty as a Ashley Raby joins the Harpeth Hall faculty as a 
new Upper School mathematics teacher. new Upper School mathematics teacher. Photo courtesy of Ashley Photo courtesy of Ashley 
Raby. Raby. 

9 to 5: HH student body enters the bustling business world

“It was one of the “It was one of the 
most stressful but most stressful but 
rewarding things rewarding things 
I’ve ever done.”I’ve ever done.”

Junior, Riley Kate 
Higgins
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Are your grades written in the stars?
BY ALSTON RIDDICK
Staff Writer

The practice of crystal use and 
astrological charting has been around 
for centuries, but recently some 
Harpeth Hall girls in 
particular are opting in 
for this supposed source 
of mystical energy and 
knowledge. 

If you have noticed 
a classmate wearing 
a crystal necklace or 
seen an astrology app 
called Co-Star on your 
classmate’s phone, then 
you have witnessed this 
growing trend. But is 
there any merit to the 
interest in astrology 
and crystals? Well, that 
depends on who you ask. 

A 2018 article from 
Time Magazine defines 
astrology as, “looking 
for answers, signs 
and predictions in 
the movements of the 
celestial bodies.” It also 
explains that charting 
the stars dates as far 
back as the middle of the 
second millennium BC 
with the Sumerians and 
Babylonians. 

How did this ancient, 
centuries-old practice 
reach Harpeth Hall 
students? Perhaps TikTok 
is to thank, at least in part. 

Freshman Libby Coltea 
learned about astrology 
on TikTok, as well as 
on Charts, an app that 
allows users to find out astrological 
chart information based on specific 
birthdays. Coltea is one of several 
students who have taken an interest 
in astrological signs and follows them 

through social media. 
 “Learning about the planets and how 

they affect different aspects of your life 
is my favorite part of astrology,” Coltea 
said. 

Freshman Nina Hartmann echoed 
this enthusiasm, explaining why a 
person’s personality may not match 
their zodiac sign.

 “It depends on the person’s whole 
chart. You can’t really identify someone 

as just one sign because they have 
different aspects of each sign in their 
chart,” Hartmann said. 

Coltea hopes that people will keep an 
open mind to the practice of astrology. 

 “Although you can’t see 
astrology, it’s still interesting 
to believe in it and identify 
with others through 
astrology,” Coltea said. 

While some doubt 
the efficacy of crystals, 
Hartmann supports their 
use. For example, she once 
“blessed” her entire English 
class with crystals before a 
test, and the class performed 
well as a result. 

One explanation for the 
perceived effects of crystals 
is what scientists call the 
placebo effect. Those who 
believe in these positive 
effects may have more hope 
for success if they have the 
perception that crystals will 
help them succeed. This 
hope, also known as the 
placebo effect, is likely to 
affect their performance.

Head of the Anomalistic 
Psychology Research 
Unit at the University of 
London Christopher French 
conducted a study on 80 
participants at the university 
in 2001, delving into the 
effects of crystal use. 

“There is no evidence that 
crystal healing works over 
and above a placebo effect,” 
said French.

So the next time your 
classmate pulls out a crystal before a 
test or whips out an astrology app on 
their phone, know that perhaps all 
it takes to gain the benefits of these 
mystical resources is simply believing 
that you will.

SHOPPING FOR CRYSTALS: SHOPPING FOR CRYSTALS: Junior Emme Ford shops for new crystals at the store Junior Emme Ford shops for new crystals at the store 
Cosmic Connections in Nashville, TN on September 25, 2021. Cosmic Connections in Nashville, TN on September 25, 2021. Photo courtesy of Anne Louis Photo courtesy of Anne Louis 
Todd. Todd. 

cont. 9 to 5
“It was one of the most stressful but 

most rewarding things I’ve ever done,” 
Higgins said.

Some challenges included wrangling 
restless children, resolving arguments 
and creating an activity schedule that 
would please the camper.  However, the 
counselors claim that the gratification 

they received from the girls made it all 
worth it. 

Another opportunity to engage 
with younger kids and make money 
is through babysitting. To support 

students searching 
for babysitting 
opportunities, 
Upper School Deans 
of Students Mrs. 
Pamela Carver and 
Mrs. Kate McGowan 
sent out a survey 
to obtain 
student’s 
information. 

The 
names, 
phone 
numbers 
and 
preferred 
hourly 
rates of 

each respondee will 
then be distributed 
to trusted members 

within the school sphere. 
“The students who are in this 

directory have been assured that their 
personal information will not be 
distributed outside the Harpeth Hall 

community,” Mrs. McGowan said. 
The babysitting survey was requested 

through the Harpeth Hall Alumnae 
Office and has been helpful in years past. 

The Deans believe that babysitting 
within the school’s safe environment is 
a nice jumping off point for those who 
want to make their own money and dip 
their toes into the workforce.

  “Babysitting is a great place to start 
because it’s a short-term commitment, 
and you can choose when it’s 
convenient,” Mrs. McGowan said. 

The addition of having a job requires 
extra dedication to maintain a balance 
of a rigorous academic schedule 
with a bustling social life and other 
extracurricular activities. By learning 
these skills now, students learn time 
management skills that will serve them 
in the future.

Students balance COVID-19 concerns & assignments with jobs

Crystals and astrology: students manifest a good report card

THE BABY-SITTERS CLUB: THE BABY-SITTERS CLUB: Juniors Avery Kilburn, Julia Allos, and Riley Kate Juniors Avery Kilburn, Julia Allos, and Riley Kate 
Higgins pose for a picture at their homemade summer camp in Nashville, TN Higgins pose for a picture at their homemade summer camp in Nashville, TN 
on July 23rd, 2021. on July 23rd, 2021. Photo by  Julia Allos, Features Editor. Photo by  Julia Allos, Features Editor. 

“Don’t lose yourself in “Don’t lose yourself in 
your work-- you need to your work-- you need to 
make time if you don’t make time if you don’t 
have it to take care of have it to take care of 
yourself.”yourself.”

Senior, Raven Hinchey
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Let’s look at the logistics lining the lunch line!
BY LENA QIAN
Features Editor

Since the beginning of the year, the 
slow lunch lines have contributed to a 
tangible impatience in the dining hall, 
as evidenced by a mass of student and 
faculty complaints. 

However, what some may not realize is 
the reasoning behind the lines. Due to the 
pandemic, there has been a nationwide 
food shortage. Additionally, there has 
been a challenge in hiring food workers. 

“It’s been hard to find people. We are 
still a few people short,” Food Service 
Director Peter Fox said. “There’s no 
people out there that want to work.”

Starting the year down four staff, 
the faculty have been trying to adapt 
to the issue. One way they have done 
this is by purchasing more cups, plates 
and silverware so that there is less of a 
wait between Middle School and Upper 
School lunch. 

Additionally, the dining hall staff have 
had to change their preparation style.

“We are working harder,” Mr. Fox said. 
“We’re having to work more on the front 
end.”

Starting at 5:00 a.m on weekdays, and 
sometimes on Sunday nights, the SAGE 
staff works to prepare meals for the next 
day. 

The school, meanwhile, attempted to 
accommodate the lack of staff by altering 
the Upper School and Middle School 
daily schedules.

“I can’t control how the dining hall 
servery group is aligned, but I can give 

as much time as possible,” Upper School 
Director Armistead Lemon said.

At least 10 minutes have been added 
to lunch, allowing for more time to 
eat and get ready for the next class. To 
compensate, the Upper School afternoon 
break was removed and 5 minutes were 
shaved off each class. 

Harpeth Hall is also actively searching 
for new staff members.

As a result of the long lines, the school 
has been notified that some students have 
been skipping the line altogether. Ms. 
Lemon, in response, encourages students 
to stay patient.

“Please don’t skip lunch. Please don’t 
not go into the 
dining hall. That 
food is for you; it 
is excellent food. 
There is plenty of 
it. It just takes a 
minute to get it,” 
Ms. Lemon said. 

The long lines 
are not just a 

Harpeth Hall issue. Other schools that 
use SAGE Dining, such as MBA, are 
experiencing similar issues. 

About once a week, the SAGE teams 
collaborate over Zoom to find solutions. 

Mr. Fox is also open to suggestions 
from students or faculty.

“Anytime, if any students have any 
suggestions or comments, my door is 
always open. I like to listen,” Mr. Fox said.

Mr. Fox and Ms. Lemon both propose 
that students go to the salad or sandwich 
bar and wait till the hot food lines die 
down in order to spread out the lines.

“Doing some self-staggering can go a 
long way,” Ms. Lemon said.

Some students have stepped up to 
help the dining hall staff, including 
seniors Katalina Guma and Rosemary 
Frederiksen. 

“I always look for opportunities to help 
people around Nashville, and I realized 
we had a need right here at Harpeth Hall,” 

Guma said.
They have suggested moving the Grab 

n Go to the gallery and the gluten-free 

options to its location, therefore limiting 
the congestion in the hot-food line.

Regarding the dining hall staff ’s 
attitudes towards the increased 
challenges, they have managed to remain 
positive throughout.

“They have not shared with me 

frustration,” Ms. Lemon said. “They have 
been nothing but problem-solving and 
optimistic.”

Furthermore, Ms. Lemon encourages 
the campus to match their energy and 
exercise patience in regards to the whole 
situation.

“It’s no one’s fault. There’s no pointing 
fingers. We’re all in this together. It’s an 
extreme situation,” Ms. Lemon said.

SAGE workers remain optimistic despite multitude of challenges

STAIRWAY TRAFFIC: STAIRWAY TRAFFIC: Students and teachers wait in the growing lunch line in Harpeth Hall’s dining hall Students and teachers wait in the growing lunch line in Harpeth Hall’s dining hall 
on Oct. 4, 2021. on Oct. 4, 2021. Photo by Mary Meacham, Lead Photography Editor.Photo by Mary Meacham, Lead Photography Editor.

A new Best Buddies Chapter unfolds on campus
BY VERONICA PIERCE
Features Editor

In recent months, the 
push towards equality has 
accelerated nationwide, 
including for those of color, 
underprivileged families, 
women and LGBTQ+ 
individuals. 

While these issues are 
discussed at Harpeth Hall 
regularly, most students are 
less familiar with people who 
have intellectual disabilities 
and the challenges they face. 

This lack of exposure 
is why seniors, Cate Frist 
and Claire Slagle, along 
with junior Maddie Meyer 
have started a Best Buddies 
Chapter at Harpeth Hall. 

Best Buddies is a world-
wide organization that 
raises awareness and creates 
opportunities for people with 
intellectual disabilities such 
as Down syndrome. 

Furthermore, this 
organization helps these 
individuals to progress and 

succeed in the real world. Additionally, 
they offer opportunities for different 
high schools to be part of their greater 
community by becoming promoter 
chapters of Best Buddies.

Three years ago, Harpeth Hall 
decided to shut down the partnership 
between Best Buddies and Harpeth 
Hall because Best Buddies did not have 
a section in their program for schools 
who didn’t have buddies as their 
students. 

Because they were all interested in 
continuing the partnership, Frist, Slagle 
and Meyer all connected through 
the director of the Public Purpose 
program, Dr. Adams, in hopes of 
revamping a collaboration.

Thanks to the help of these three 
presidents, Harpeth Hall made the 
announcement on October 15th that 
they had become a promoter chapter 
of Best Buddies and would be hosting 
events for Best Buddies throughout the 
year. 

“Our mission is to promote 
inclusivity,” Frist said.

During the club meetings, Frist 
hopes to educate their 51 members 

about government measures concerning 

people with disabilities, specifically the 
Americans With Disabilities Act. 

They’ve also begun talking about 
inclusive language, as well as words and 
phrases to avoid.

“A lot of the time, things like that can 
fly under the radar, and we don’t think 
it’s important, but to the people who 
the words can refer to, it can be really 
hurtful,” Frist said. 

Throughout this year, the Harpeth 
Hall chapter of Best Buddies will be 
participating in many fundraising events 
such as the highly-attended “Buddy 
Friendship Walk” that is held each year.

 Even students who are not in the club 
are able to cooperate with Best Buddies. 
Students will have the opportunity to 
go to the organization’s site during the 
year and are also able to engage with 
the Buddies themselves through the 
E-Buddies program that the corporation 
provides.

“Hopefully, by having this partnership, 
we’re able to do more events with people 
from different backgrounds, and students 
will gain the exposure and awareness to 
realize that everyone is a human being 
and everyone deserves equality,” Frist 
said.

SMILES ON THE PATIO: SMILES ON THE PATIO: Founders of the Best Buddies Chapter at Harpeth Founders of the Best Buddies Chapter at Harpeth 
Hall, seniors Claire Slagle and Cate Frist along with junior Maddie Meyer Hall, seniors Claire Slagle and Cate Frist along with junior Maddie Meyer 
pose for a photo. pose for a photo. Photo by Mia Corts,  Lead Photography Editor.Photo by Mia Corts,  Lead Photography Editor.

“Please don’t skip lunch. Please don’t not go “Please don’t skip lunch. Please don’t not go 
into the dining hall. That food is for you; it into the dining hall. That food is for you; it 
is excellent food. There is plenty of it. It just is excellent food. There is plenty of it. It just 
takes a minute to get it.”takes a minute to get it.”

Upper School Director, Armistead Lemon
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HH resumes hosting prospective students and alumnae
BY JULIA ALLOS
Features Editor

During the 2021-2022 school year, 
Student Ambassadors have enjoyed 
a return to near-normal as they help 
facilitate a variety of activities 
on campus. Last year, as the 
COVID-19 pandemic surged across 
the world, many private schools 
struggled to promote themselves 
to parents and students who were 
looking for a fabulous education. 

“We see that our families just 
light up when they see our campus 
in action. We are so fortunate to 
be learning and thinking in this 
setting,” Director of Admissions 
and Financial Aid Jessica Viner 
said. 

After parent tours, the feedback 
that the Ambassador Program 
receives is not just about the 
facilities but how students 
engage with other students and 
their teachers. This engagement 
demonstrates many of Harpeth 
Hall’s core values to think critically, 
lead confidently and live honorably. 

Despite the restrictions made 
necessary by the pandemic, the 125 
Harpeth Hall student ambassadors 
still hosted on-campus tours. They 
were unable to host students in actual 
classes. However, with the new school 
year comes new opportunities. 

“Our goal is for families to have the 
most information about Harpeth Hall, 
and we want to do that in the safest 
manner possible,” Mrs. Viner said.

This year, prospective Harpeth Hall 
families will continue to tour as before, 

but now, touring students may once again 
visit classrooms. Families will be required 
to follow COVID-19 guidelines currently 
in place for students and faculty: masks 
are required indoors but will not be 

required outdoors.
 Prospective students are still not 

permitted on campus for lunch, as the 
administration does not want students 
indoors when masks are not being used. 
If a member of a prospective family tests 
positive shortly after their tour, they 
will inform Harpeth Hall so that the 

same protocols may be enacted as if any 
student tests positive. Harpeth Hall will 
contact the student’s host as well as other 
visiting students. 

Student Ambassadors are busy 

conducting family tours and hosting 
students. Later this semester, Harpeth 
Hall will host its annual Preview Day, 
both virtually and on campus. 

While the Ambassador Program was 
able to continue hosting tours, alumnae 
events during the pandemic remained 
almost non-existent. Last year, most 

alumnae events were either online calls or 
drive-throughs. 

“This weekend, we will be having our 
first big alumnae event since February 
of 2020, and we are so excited for it!” 
Harpeth Hall’s Advancement Services 
Manager Whatley Hamilton said. 

Similar to hosting prospective families 
on campus, Harpeth Hall alumnae will 
be required to follow the same COVID 
guidelines as our current students. The 
Harpeth Hall administration is careful 
to keep tours appropriately distanced by 
using larger venues for panels. 

At the alumnae event this weekend, 
Harpeth Hall held a panel in which 
an array of accomplished women, 
all Harpeth Hall alumnae, were able 
to share their achievements since 
graduation. 

“It was inspiring to see the level of 
achievement across diverse industries. It 
made me feel proud to be a Harpeth Hall 
alum,” Elaina Mishu Williams ‘11 said. 

The reunions provide a chance for 
alumnae to relive their student days at 
Harpeth Hall, reminiscing about the 
memories they created during their time 
here. 

“It was truly remarkable how we 
would go back to our same old selves, 
laughing in the junior lobby about 

getting our privileges taken away by Ms. 
Linden for being too loud,” Williams said. 

The entire Harpeth Hall community 
and especially the student ambassadors 
are grateful to host once again a range 
of visitors on campus, from prospective 
students to alumnae, both around campus 
and in classrooms.

POSING ON SOUBY: POSING ON SOUBY: The 2021-2022 Student Ambassadors smile for the camera. They are able to resume in-person tours. The 2021-2022 Student Ambassadors smile for the camera. They are able to resume in-person tours. 
Photo courtesy of Rory Fraser.Photo courtesy of Rory Fraser.
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New school spirit initiatives foster student enthusiasm
BY RUTHIE GAW
Staff Writer

It is hard not to notice the giant 
calendar hanging in the Bullard 
hallway or the weekly emails 
updating the entire Upper School 
on recent extracurricular activities. 
If you look closely, you will see 
pictures of the seniors on the 
soccer team hanging around the 
Upper School. The additions of 
these new features implemented by 
class officers have proven simple-
yet-revolutionary in regards to 
increasing school spirit. 

“We are currently working on 
planning a spirit week for some time 
[in] February, we want to try to do it 
the week before Winter Formal, just 
like how a lot of schools do it before 
Homecoming,” Isabel Johnson, 
a sophomore class officer, said. 
Establishing a spirit week, like other 
schools during football season, 
will motivate students through the 
tough winter months.

In addition to a spirit week, 
the student council has placed 
spirit boxes at sporting events to 
encourage student involvement. 

“The spirit boxes are class versus 
class, and we are announcing the 
winners soon, and it will be an 
every quarter thing, and that class 
gets a prize so that it’s a friendly 
competition to see which class 
has the most spirit,” Senior Class 
President Kendall Burch said.

Another way of increasing student 
participation is through the weekly 
spirit emails and the calendar. 

“We do the weekly spirit emails 
that have all the games on it and we 

also put up a calendar in Bullard 
hallway that has all the games on it, 
too, and when dances and choir stuff 
comes up we will be adding those, 
too,” Burch said.

Burch’s goal for the school year is 
to infuse enthusiasm into students’ 
day-to-day lives through the student 
council initiatives. 

“You can do intercom 
announcements for anything. We 
are also planning spirit days where 
students can dress up; we can hold 
rallies for each season during upper 
school meetings,” Burch said.

With all the effort that the student 
council and class officers have put 
in, it’s no surprise that the level of 
student participation has drastically 
increased. Along with Burch, 

senior Student Council member 
Sabrina Russell is joyful about the 
improvement and development of 
the school community as a result of 
the new school spirit. 

“I think it’s really cool that we’ve 
been able to take action steps 
towards bringing the school closer 
together, and I hope that it’s actually 
happened,” Russell said. “The hype 

videos, sports broadcasting, and 
student council [are] trying to bring 
a culture of fun back into the culture 
of the school.”

The steps taken by the student 
council will also cultivate an 
environment of inclusivity. 

“A big thing we’ve been 
thinking about this year is how 
do we redefine in a lot of ways 
Harpeth Hall’s culture, and so by 
emphasizing that this is a school 
community and bringing that 
community together, no matter 
what we are going through, is 
a really great part of the school 
culture that should definitely be 
continued,” Russell said. 

Another aspect of the new attitude 
about school spirit is increasing 
student involvement at games and 
events outside of the classroom.

“Getting people to games has been 
really huge. When you’re playing or 
when you’re dancing or whatever it 
may be, it makes it so much more 
fun to have people there to support 
you, so I love the fact that the senior 
class officers are doing the emails 
with the scoreboard update,” Russell 
said. 

The celebration of others’ 
achievements and activities has 
become a focal point through the 
growth of a new school spirit. By 
supporting our classmates, we 
are able to enrich and strengthen 
our community, while creating 
lifelong connections and memories. 
We should strive to maintain an 
atmosphere of inclusivity and 
enthusiasm in hopes of improving 
the school as a whole.

FANS IN THE STANDS:FANS IN THE STANDS: Students cheer on their Senior athletes at Harpeth Hall’s Fall Beargate on Sept. 23,  Students cheer on their Senior athletes at Harpeth Hall’s Fall Beargate on Sept. 23, 
2021. 2021. Photo courtesy of  Wade Payne.Photo courtesy of  Wade Payne.

Let’s take a break: taking charge of our own mental health
BY CORI MAGSBY
Opinions Editor

Now and then, students need a 
chance to reset, recharge and reflect 
on their most recent work. The 
importance of mental health for 
teens and adolescents has increased, 
and the need for parental and 
school support is more significant 
now than ever. For Harpeth Hall 
students, this support comes from 
our school’s counselors, our friends, 
and our faculty. 

According to a recent study from 
the Center of Infectious Disease and 
Research Policy comparing 2019 
and 2020 for teen and adolescent 
mental health issues, mental 
health assertions have grown more 
frequent. During March and April 
2020, the number of teens and 
adolescents ages 13 to 18 dealing 
with mental 
health globally 
increased by 
97% and 103.5%, 
respectively. 
This increase is 
primarily due to 
the pandemic. 

“My mind 
immediately 
goes to that 
[the pandemic] 
because it has been such a large 
influence. I do feel like the chronic 
stress from all different aspects of 
the pandemic for adolescents has 
raised the baseline for what we 

can handle as people, adolescents 
especially. So there is a little bit 
less room when there is something 
stressful,”  Director of Counseling 
Fran Maddox said.  

The pandemic brought with 
it forced isolation due to the 
severity of the pandemic. Students 
experienced an “elevation of 
feelings such as anxiety, sadness, 
and hopelessness,” Mrs. Maddox 
said. Throughout lockdown, that 
increase of emotions, as stated 
above, would have otherwise been 
limited due to in-person school 
and daily routines. Because of 
the inability to interact with close 
friends, distance learning and social 
isolation have complicated how 
teens handle stress and deal with 
their mental health. 

 At Harpeth Hall, the 
importance 
of taking care 
of our mental 
health should 
be paramount. 
With the 
looming 
prospect 
of college 
for upper-
classmen, 
after-school 

activities and our personal 
lives, knowing how to reset and 
reevaluate our workdays would 
reduce stress and anxiety. There are 
several different ways to eliminate 

recurring overwhelming feelings. 
“I encourage students to sing it out, 
move their body or engage in any 
physical activity that brings them 
joy. That can get rid of extra stress, 
anxiety and 
angry energy,” 
Upper School 
Counselor 
Carolina 
Crawley said. 

When 
finding ways 
to diminish 
stressful or high 
anxiety feelings, 
one option may 
even be taking a mental health day. 
Used as a stress-reliever and not 
an “avoidance of something; which 
feeds anxiety,” as Mrs. Maddox 
said, mental health days should 
be both productive and a time for 
reevaluation. 

“I think it is very important that 
students can recharge, but thinking 
through the details of what that day 
can look like. It has to be beneficial 
to you,” Mrs. Crawley said.

Before deciding if taking a mental 
health day is the best option, 
Mrs. Maddox and Mrs. Crawley 
suggested great questions to ask 
ourselves, such as: What am I going 
to do during this day that is going to 
be restorative? What is something 
that I am going to spend my time 
doing that is going to fill my bucket? 
Will someone be there with me 

during this restorative time? 
A mental health day, taken 

sporadically and when necessary 
for the betterment of ourselves, is 
an option students have at their 

disposal during 
these times of high-
induced stress and 
anxiety. Even if it is 
meeting with one 
of our counselors 
to process or vent 
about a decision or 
problem, mental 
health should be 
a top priority at 
Harpeth Hall. 

“As a department, all of the 
counselors are eager to normalize 
students taking care of their mental 
health in general. It does not have to 
be something big to come talk to us. 
Students should continue checking 
in with themselves instead of just 
waiting until it’s really big, to feel 
like they have an excuse to come 
talk to us,” Mrs. Maddox said.

Harpeth Hall students have an 
abundance of support at school, 
whether that be from friends, 
faculty, or staff. When needed, we 
can talk to someone at any time, 
regardless of how big or small the 
issue is. Mental health is important, 
so let’s take the initiative and use 
our resources to ensure that we are 
all better students, better friends, 
and better people. But remember: it 
all starts with you.

“I do feel like the chronic “I do feel like the chronic 
stress from all different stress from all different 

aspects of the pandemic for aspects of the pandemic for 
adolescents has raised the adolescents has raised the 
baseline for what we can baseline for what we can 

handle as people.”handle as people.”

Director of Counseling, Mrs. Maddox

“Students should continue “Students should continue 
checking in with themselves checking in with themselves 
instead of just waiting until instead of just waiting until 

it’s really big, to feel like they it’s really big, to feel like they 
have an excuse to come talk to have an excuse to come talk to 

us.”us.”
Director of Counseling, Mrs. 

Maddox
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COVID-19 politics cannot overshadow its devastation
BY KIRAN DHILLON
Opinions Editor

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
devastated the world, arguably 
more than any event from the 
current century. Nevertheless, 
many Americans still fail to see 
the virus as anything other than a 
polarized battle of national politics. 

According to the World Health 
Organization, as of Oct. 19, 
2021, COVID-19 has infected 
240,940,937 people and claimed 
4,903,911 lives worldwide 
since December 31, 2019. The 
ramifications of this pandemic, 
such as masks, social distancing 
and working from home, have 
significantly changed how people 
interact with each other.  

The recent Delta variant 
surge is especially prominent 
in Tennessee where, according 
to the Tennessean, the rate of 
hospitalization is almost as high as 
it was when the pandemic began 
to accelerate in February 2020. 
Moreover, the majority of COVID 
patients who are filling ICU wards 
are unvaccinated, making up a 
stark 90% of all hospitalizations. 

Not only has the virus 
jeopardized doctors’ ability to care 
for coronavirus patients, but it has 
also impaired their ability to provide 
timely help to those with other 
injuries. 

“We have to look back with a 
sense of admiration for nurses and 
healthcare professionals, who didn’t 
know how virulent or deadly [the 
pandemic] was at the beginning. Yet 
they kept showing up to treat these 
patients knowing how dangerously 
ill they could become themselves,” 
Dr. Jasbir S. Dhillon, an emergency 
room physician 
at Lawrenceburg’s 
South Tennessee 
Regional Health 
System hospital, 
said. 

He has worked 
in emergency 
medicine for 
twenty-two years 
and, despite the 
tumult of the past eighteen months, 
continues to fight the pandemic from 
the front lines each day. 

The COVID-19 vaccine was 
developed in less than a year, giving 
it the fastest development time in 
disease history. That being said, initial 
anxiety surrounding treatment for 

COVID-19 was extremely common. 
However, as more studies and tests 
are being conducted on the vaccine, 
it has been proven that the vaccine 
is safe to take, except for those with 
specific allergies and comorbid 
medical conditions. 

One cannot accurately predict 
the vaccine’s long-term side effects, 
given the short amount of time that 
the vaccine has been available to the 
general public. However, the sheer 
number of unvaccinated people 

in hospitals is a 
statistic that cannot 
be ignored. 

“To me, it doesn’t 
matter if you’re 
vaccinated or 
unvaccinated: if you 
have COVID, I’m 
going to treat you 
the same. I think it’s 
very important as a 

person that’s treating COVID to make 
sure that compassion fatigue doesn’t 
creep into treatment,” Dr. Dhillon 
said. 

Compassion fatigue occurs when 
one’s personal beliefs make their 
way into a situation where they 

are not needed. For example, if an 
unvaccinated patient visited the ER 
with COVID-19 
and the doctor 
shamed them 
for being 
unvaccinated 
rather than 
treating them for 
their sickness, 
one could say 
that compassion 
fatigue is most certainly present. 
This concept could also hold true 
for patients without COVID-19: 
for example, if someone visited the 
hospital with a heart attack, a form of 
compassion fatigue might be to judge 
them for being a smoker. 

The right response to political 
division is exemplified by healthcare 
professionals like Dr. Dhillon 
who have been fighting the 
pandemic since the first diagnosis 
without faltering despite personal 
opinions. Unfortunately, American 
politicians have taken the exact 
opposite approach to the global 
crisis by turning COVID-19 into a 
controversial political topic. 

“There are some things in the world 

that you primarily deal with within 
your own national borders, but 
disease is not one of them. It never 
has been, and it certainly isn’t now,” 
said Upper School history teacher 
Dr. Echerd.

Throughout the 2020 American 
election, candidates were frequently 
questioned about the then-nuanced 
COVID-19 vaccine and whether or 
not they would take it. The vaccine 
quickly gained the loving nickname, 
“Trump vaccine,” after the president 
who oversaw its development. It was 
looked down upon by Democratic 
candidates because of its reputation 
with the ever-controversial former-
president. Now, those same 
politicians are furiously promoting 
the same vaccine as an end-all-cure-
all solution to COVID-19. 

When coming from people in 
high places whom Americans 
would usually tend to trust, blatant 
hypocrisy surrounding COVID-19 
policy has created unnecessary doubt 
in the minds of American citizens in 
the midst of a global crisis. 

“Both sides are now often openly 
saying, ‘We don’t care about 
bipartisanship,’” Dr. Echerd said. 

For eighteen months, healthcare 
professionals have worked day and 
night to find supplies and provide 
care to those who are ill with 
COVID-19. Even so, their arguably 

superhuman strides and 
crushing exhaustion 
have been insensibley 
overshadowed by 
the voices—many of 
which lack a medical 
degree—of those that 
claim to understand 
the prevailing science 
better than doctors. 

Compassion fatigue has consumed 
conversations about the pandemic 
and continues to occupy most of 
the media and politics nationwide. 
This increasing political tension has 
divided the country, arguably more 
than any event in the past 120 years, 
and it will not subside until the 
country comes to acknowledge the 
true gravity of the crisis at hand. 

COVID-19 remains a grave health 
threat that has killed hundreds of 
thousands of people. Its devastation 
and lethality must be prioritized 
over personal opinions if we wish to 
conquer it for good. If ever there was 
a time in this nation’s history to come 
together in order to combat a national 
and global threat, the time is now. 

Political division surrounding COVID-19 is detrimental to national recovery

“I’ve seen the political “I’ve seen the political 
response across the board, response across the board, 
and I tend to try to remain and I tend to try to remain 

neutral in that respect neutral in that respect 
because my primary job is because my primary job is 

to treat the person that’s in to treat the person that’s in 
front of me.”front of me.”

-Dr. Dhillon-Dr. Dhillon

FIGHTING FROM THE FRONT LINES: FIGHTING FROM THE FRONT LINES: Dr. Dhillon and a nurse demonstrate the intense protocols for examining Dr. Dhillon and a nurse demonstrate the intense protocols for examining 
a patient with COVID-19 in Sept. 2021. a patient with COVID-19 in Sept. 2021. Photo courtesy of Kiran Dhillon, Opinions Editor.Photo courtesy of Kiran Dhillon, Opinions Editor.

“To me, it doesn’t matter “To me, it doesn’t matter 
if you’re vaccinated or if you’re vaccinated or 

unvaccinated: if you have unvaccinated: if you have 
COVID, I’m going to treat COVID, I’m going to treat 

you the same.”you the same.”
  

Dr. Jasbir S. Dhillon, Emergency 
Room Physician

“Both sides are now “Both sides are now 
often openly saying, often openly saying, 
‘We don’t care about ‘We don’t care about 

bipartisanship.’”bipartisanship.’”
  

Dr. Art Echerd, Upper School 
History Teacher

“[Americans] have always had “[Americans] have always had 
a collective response in coming a collective response in coming 

together and collectively beating together and collectively beating 
any challenges the country has any challenges the country has 
faced. And [COVID-19] is really faced. And [COVID-19] is really 
a global challenge, so that’s been a global challenge, so that’s been 
a little bit disheartening to see a little bit disheartening to see 

everything so politicised.”everything so politicised.”
-Dr. Dhillon-Dr. Dhillon

“Obviously, we tend to focus “Obviously, we tend to focus 
only on American politics only on American politics 
and not everything else, and not everything else, 

but [COVID-19] is a perfect but [COVID-19] is a perfect 
example of a problem that example of a problem that 

you can’t stop at the border.”you can’t stop at the border.”

-Dr. Echerd-Dr. Echerd

“The Civil War was the most “The Civil War was the most 
divided the country has ever been, divided the country has ever been, 
especially since 7,000 Americans especially since 7,000 Americans 
were killed by other Americans. I were killed by other Americans. I 
can’t think of anything since then can’t think of anything since then 
that has been as polarizing [as the that has been as polarizing [as the 
COVID-19 pandemic]-- and I was COVID-19 pandemic]-- and I was 

your age during the Vietnam War.”your age during the Vietnam War.”
-Dr. Echerd-Dr. Echerd
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BY CAROLINE FORD
Arts and Entertainment Editor

As shorts lengthen into pants and shirts 
become a layer underneath sweatshirts, 
the world is beginning its annual 
transition from summer to fall fashion. 
The release of the coveted September 
Issue of Vogue and the sneak-peek of 
the new spring/summer collections 
created alongside the change of season 
is pivotal in the fashion industry. 

The trends presented in lead 
designers’ new collections echo 
throughout smaller brands and 
consumer fashion. The annually 
published Vogue September Issue 
serves as a guideline for fashion and 
houses the top looks of the year. 

The September Issue is the most 
prestigious Vogue magazine of the year 
due to its longer-than-normal pages. 
The issue features ads of high-end 
brands, gives a recap of the fashion 
industry throughout the past calendar 
year and provides information about 
how the fashion world is continuing to 
evolve.

The main message of the 2021 issue 
is that fashion belongs to everyone. 
This idea has captivated young viewers 
striving to make the fashion industry a 
more diverse place. 

 “I feel like fashion has gotten the 
message that casting models from 
diverse backgrounds is the absolute 
bare minimum,” a designer from 
Chromat Becca McCharen-Tran said. 

“[Vogue] dictates more than anything,” 
Harpeth Hall Fashion Club President 
senior Elizabeth Nelson said. 

Alongside the September Issue, 
designer brands have also introduced 
new, bold collections in Paris Fashion 

Week. 
Dior released their new collection to 

the event on Sept. 28, Givenchy released 
theirs on Oct. 2 and Saint Laurent 
released theirs on Oct. 4. Both Chanel 
and Louis Vuitton capped off the French 
fashion streak with their new collections 

on Oct. 5th. 
Dior added flair to Paris Week with 

colorful looks that were reminiscent of 
styles from the 1960s and 1970s. Their 
spring/summer collection also connected 
to the brand’s roots by implementing 

a traditional star shape on many of the 
pieces. The runway show was featured on 
an elaborate dartboard-inspired runway 
which enhanced the nostalgic look of the 
entire collection. 

Givenchy released their pre-ready-to-
wear collection for the spring/summer 

season, which included bold spray paint 
looks paired with neutral tones such as 
black, grey and white, with hints of red 
and pastel yellow. 

Saint Laurent’s Creative Director 
Anthony Varccello designed a striking, 

modern and luxurious collection that 
included red and royal blue accents with a 
focus on masculine elements in women’s 
attire. Female models sported blazers, 
sunglasses, pants and power suits, which 
contributed to the boldness and tied 
in some traditional aspects to the new 

collection.
Chanel set a strong and playful 

look for the summer with its 
release of new swimwear. Their 
lead Creative Director, Virginie 
Viard, established high standards 
for other designers while also 
pulling from the brand’s classic 
aesthetic of pink, black and 
tweed fabric.

 “ I used to love the sound of 
flashbulbs going off at the shows 
in the ’80s. I wanted to recapture 
that emotion,” Viard said. 

Louis Vuitton prepared for 
the release of their collection 
by hosting a show at the Louvre 
Museum. The collection boasted 
abstract looks that included 
a mixture of extravagant 
headpieces, traditional long 
skirts with elaborate shoes 
and unbuttoned blazers with 
a broader top element. It was 
created by controversial Creative 
Director Virgil Abloh. 

The September issue and these 
new collections have set the tone 

for the upcoming seasons and 
later collections.

 In the future, new collections will 
build upon this precedent set from these 
fall fashion developments, enriching 
the fashion industry with diversity and 
boldness. 

STRIKE A POSE: Models show the new collections at Paris Fashion Week. / Credit: Creative Commons

BY ANNA CATE GRAHAM 
Staff Writer 

Black, white, gray: the Frist Art 
Museum’s late-summer and fall 
schedule features Kara Walker: 
Cut to the Quick: a provocative, 
silhouette exhibition. Whether by 
assignment or personal choice, 
both students and teachers alike 
made trips to Walker’s exhibition. 

The Frist’s exhibition includes 
a diverse set of work by Kara 
Walker, including her pieces that 
have multiple panels in a series 
and her silhouettes superimposed 
on magazine images from the 
Civil War era. Her art provides the 
historical context of slavery and 
examines the lives of the figures in 
her work.

Art teachers of all grades are 
teaching and examining the 
work of Walker, focusing on her 
racially specific subject matter and 
silhouettes, as well as applying her 
technique to student work. Upper 
School Visual Arts Teacher Mrs. 
Carmen Noel’s Art I class focused 
on Walker’s art this quarter. After 
discussion of her techniques, 
students were expected to develop 
a small piece inspired by Walker. 

“I thought it was relevant 
to include Kara Walker in the 
curriculum at the beginning of 
Art I because of her use of positive 
and negative space in her installation 
space,” Mrs. Noel said. 

In addition to 
inspiring students’ 
visual art, Walker’s 
creative process 
is studied in 
Upper School art 
history teacher Mr. 
Robert Womack’s 
curriculum. 

Each art history 
student paid a 
visit to the Frist 
exhibition and 
wrote a reflection. 
“Being able to see 
exhibits first hand is 
something we never 
get to do,” junior 
Abigail Rankin said.  
The Frist exhibition’s 
accessibility was 
a motivator for 
teachers and 
students alike to 
view Walker’s work.

While it is not 
unusual for Womack 
to assign Frist Art 
Museum displays, 
Walker’s Darkytown 
Rebellion is part 
of the art history 
curriculum.   
“Walker’s work, in 
what you see at the 
Frist, in terms of the 
silhouettes that she 
uses, is smaller.  

 The work in our curriculum is 
also a silhouetted piece even though they 
are cut out and put on the wall, rather 
than the smaller ones that we see at the 
Frist.” said Mr. Womack

Womack’s recognition of Walker’s 
unique work and her ability to perplex 
the viewer motivated him to assign this 
exhibition.

 “When you think about seeing a Kara 
Walker show, it makes students use a 
different way of looking: you have to 
take a second glance and look a second 
longer to see the actual violence or the 
emphasized features of the body,” Mr. 
Womack said. 

“She is trying to make you 
uncomfortable. She is making you come 
to terms with biases and prejudices that 
are still very prevalent in our society.”

The elements of her work that make the 
exhibition prevalent include her timely 
subject matter, unique use of silhouettes, 
exclusion of color and ability to force 
the viewer into deep concentration and 
reflection.  

“In Kara Walker’s work, there is a real 
power in her figurative use of positive and 
negative space where the viewer exists 
in the negative space among the figures,” 
Noel said.  

Specifically in her use of space, all 
viewers of the exhibition are taken by 
Walker’s work, finding the forces behind 
her work to be influential and applicable 
to their own lives. 

Vogue September Issue starts new fashion season

Kara Walker: Silhouwhat is going on at the Frist?

CUT TO THE QUICK: Junior, Hallie Graham poses in front of the sign for Kara Walker’s 
Frist exhibit. Photo courtesy of Anna Cate Graham
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Swift ‘fearlessly’ re-releases original albums
BY ANNA KERR 
Arts and Entertainment Editor

While the pandemic shut down 
many artists’ touring plans in 2020 
and through parts of of 2021, Taylor 
Swift has used this time off to re-
record her old music. She has been 
working to release the re-recordings 
of her first six albums: “Taylor Swift,” 
“Fearless,” “Speak Now,” “Red,” “1989” 
and “Reputation.” 

When Swift first entered the public 
eye as a country singer in 2005, she 
signed to Big Machine Records. 
Unknowingly, she also signed away 
the rights to all of her music that she 
recorded for the company. 

She ultimately made six albums 
for them before her contract expired 
in 2018. She is now signed with 
Universal Republic Records.

After Swift left Big Machine 
Records, the company was sold to 
another group called Ithaca Holdings, 
then on to Shamrock Holdings. The 
owner of Shamrock Holdings, Scooter 
Braun, now owns all of the rights 
to Swift’s original music on her first 
six albums, for which he paid $300 
million. With this purchase, he makes 
money off every stream and purchase 
of Swift’s songs.

When Braun began making millions 
off of Swift’s music, she spread 
awareness that this is a common 
occurrence in the music industry. 
She is working to share her story, as 
well as the stories of other artists going 
through similar situations. 

Swift is quickly becoming an activist 
both in her daily life and through social 

media for the rights of artists, working 
to change the exploitative ways of big 
industries. 

In early 2020, Swift began hinting at 

re-recording her old albums. Later on 
in the year, she went on Good Morning 
America to discuss this process. 

“Yeah, and it’s something that I’m 
very excited about doing, because my 
contract says that starting November 
2020 — so, next year — I can record 
albums one through five all over again 
— I’m very excited about it,” Swift said. 
“I think artists deserve to own their 
work. I just feel very passionately about 
that.” 

Swift’s re-recording of “Fearless” 
has taken the Harpeth Hall hallways 
by storm. “Fearless: Taylor’s Version” 
elicited nostalgia from some students. 

Junior Ella Allen reflects on how she 
had always had a passion for Taylor 
Swift and has been an avid fan ever 
since she can remember.  

“There is power in her using this 
nostalgia in a way that lets her take back 
her own emotions and thoughts in her 
songs,” Allen said.

Swift received permission in 
November 2020 to re-record her first 
five albums. In addition, she has utilized 
her time off during the pandemic to 
write two new albums, “Folklore” and 
“Evermore.” After the release of those 
albums, she has fully focused on the 
re-recording and releasing of her old 
albums. 

The first re-recorded album Swift 
released was “Fearless: Taylor’s 
Version,” published on April 9, 2021. 
“Fearless: Taylor’s Version” quickly 
became the most played album in 2021 
over the course of a week and soared to 
number 1 on the charts. 
Fans support Swift as she continues to 

release her next re-recorded album, “Red” 
on Nov. 19, 2021. 

CHANGE: TAYLOR’S VERSION: The cover of Taylor Swift’s album Fearless (Taylor’s Version), released in 
2021. / Credit: Spotify

BY CAROLINE LUTTRULL
Arts and Entertainment Editor

Although many Harpeth Hall 
students regularly trek down to 
the McMurry 
Performing Arts 
Center for an acting 
class or to rehearse 
for a show, none, 
except for seniors 
Taylor Nisbet and 
Larissa Smith, can 
say that they have 
written a full-length 
musical. 

They are in the 
final stages of 
writing and editing 
their original show 
“Ouija Calls” in 
anticipation of its 
premiere in the 
spring. 

The musical lasts 
around one and 
a half hours and 
includes 12 songs, 
all written by Nisbet 
and Smith. While 
the show may be 
performed as a one-
act in May, there 
is also potential for it to hit the stage 
individually.

The musical centers on a group of 
ghost hunters that dub themselves the 
“Ouija Calls”. When protagonist and 

ghost hunter Ditsy dies, she transforms 
into a ghost that her friends are on a 
mission to track down.  

Meanwhile, a gang of rival ghost 

hunters is also on the paranormal 
pursuit to find Ditsy’s ghost and prove 
their superiority. While Ditsy attempts 
to evade detection, the Grim Reaper 
tries to guide her to the other side. This 

production engrosses the audience 
in the spirits of romance, thrill and 
adventure. 

Equally as thrilling as the show 
itself is the concept of two high 
schoolers writing their own 
musical. Although Nisbet and 
Smith were always avid writers 
and had each previously drafted 
novels, the thought of creating a 
musical emerged from the relentless 
boredom of living through a 
pandemic. 

 During the beginning of 
quarantine 
in 2020, 
they began 
discussing 
the idea as 
a simple 
joke. 
When 
Smith called Nisbet to begin writing 
their idea, their joke soon became a 
reality.

 “I joked, ‘wouldn’t it be funny 
if we wrote a musical about ghost 
hunters?’ And then, we wrote one, ” 
Smith said. 

 The two began writing the 
show’s plot, script and lyrics all on 
Facetime. Now, over a year later, 

“Ouija Calls” nears the final stages of 
the editing process.

Although the show’s script and 
original songs have been written, 
composing the score has proven a 

challenge for Nisbet and Smith, as 
the show is still missing key musical 
arrangements. 

The duo is currently searching for 
students who have experience with 
songwriting, specifically transcribing 
sheet music and putting together 
instrumentals. 

“We have the basics down,” 
Nisbet said , “Now we just need the 
background music.”

The young playwrights have utilized 
professionals like theatre teacher 
Ms. Janette Klocko, and Director of 

Performing 
Arts Mr. Brion 
Kennedy, 
during the 
editing process. 
These teachers 
have provided 
constructive 

criticism and new ideas to the play. 
 In mid Sept., “Ouija Calls” had its 

first read through by the Harpeth Hall 
Playmakers, which gave Nisbet and 
Smith the opportunity to watch all 
of their hard work come to life right 
before them. 

“We’re really excited, because seeing 
it come together and seeing our 
COVID baby come to life has been so 
incredible,” Nisbet said.

The duo will contine to draft and 
reshape the show until its premiere. 

Spirits are high for student led musical “Ouija Calls” 

“I joked, ‘wouldn’t it be funny if “I joked, ‘wouldn’t it be funny if 
we wrote a musical about ghost we wrote a musical about ghost 
hunters?’ And then, we wrote one, ”hunters?’ And then, we wrote one, ”
  - Senior Larissa Smith 

WHO YA GONNA CALL?!: Seniors Larissa Smith and Taylor Nisbet pose as Wednesday 
and Morticia Addams on October 31, 2020. Photo courtesy of Larissa Smith
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BY GRACE BLANKENSHIP
Sports Editor

The fall sports season at Harpeth 
Hall is in full swing. Amongst 
the numerous 
practices and 
games, our riflery, 
cross country, 
soccer, volleyball 
and rowing teams 
triumph. Consider 
this your season 
update on the 
sports happenings 
at the Hall. 

The riflery team, 
coached by Mr. 
Jim Abernathy, 
Mr. Jim Carter 
and new Assistant 
Coach, Ms. Reagan 
Abernathy, is 
already showing 
signs of a 
promising season.   
The addition of 
new freshmen 
(Anna Bowman 
Fletcher, Jesse 
Harwood and 
Sophia Baldwin) 
and the return of 
athletes from last 
year’s squad makes 
up a cohesive and 
excited team that 
is hopeful of winning the state 
championship.

“We have several very promising 
young athletes that are going to 
make an impact this year. I’m 
confident that we will be a serious 
contender for a state championship,” 
junior Isabella Baldwin said.

Not unlike the riflery team, 
Harpeth Hall’s cross country team is 
also elated for the fall 2021 season. 
The team has already participated 
in many races this year, such as 
those in Huntsville and Moulton, 
Alabama. The team also recently 
competed in a meet at Vaughn’s Gap 
on Oct. 20, with the varsity and 
JV teams winning their respective 
races, and our very own Bella 
Guillamondegui (junior) placing 
first 
overall 
in the 
varsity 
race.  

“We’ve 
had an 
extremely 
successful 
season so 
far and 
part of that is definitely because of 
how close we are. We are also able 
to stretch ourselves farther than we 
thought we could, just because we 
are having fun with our friends as 
we do it,” Guillamondegui said.  

Like the cross country team, the 
soccer team is confident going 
into this season. The team has 
three all-region players, freshman 
Quinn Erim and seniors Mallory 
Thomas and Ashley Tirrill. On 
Oct. 5, the team defeated Lipscomb 
Academy in a 4-1 win, and the 
Bears ended their regular season as 

undefeated champions. They won 
the quarterfinals game (against St. 
Mary’s Episcopal School which took 
place on Oct. 22 which makes them 

the second seed going into the state 
championship.

“The team has a really good 
energy this year. I think everyone 
gets along great and all of the 
classes mix together really well. It 
really feels like one united 
team. We’ve had a lot 
of fun so far, so fingers 
crossed for the next couple 
weeks,” varsity soccer 
player and senior Jordan 
Knight said. 

The volleyball team, 
similar to the soccer team, 
has also seen a successful 
season. With a narrow 
win against St. Cecilia 
Academy on Oct. 5 (16-
14 in the fifth set), the 

team went 
on to defeat 
Father Ryan 
High School 
on Oct. 6. 
The Bears 
then played 
Lipscomb 
Academy on 
Oct. 7. Their 
triumph 

against the Lipscomb 
Bisons sent them to 
Knoxville on Oct. 12, 
where they played against 
the Webb School of 
Knoxville. Webb won 
three out of the 4 sets played, 
sending Webb to the quarterfinals 
and putting an end to the Bear’s 
volleyball season. 

“This volleyball season has been 
the highlight of my senior year. Our 
team this year was so special, and 
we grew closer and closer to each 
other throughout the season. The 

friendships I created are ones I will 
cherish forever!,” senior Cate Frist 
said.

Like many of the other fall sports 

teams, the Harpeth Hall rowers are 
looking forward to the 2021 season. 
With a team that is slightly larger 
than previous years, the Bears are 
looking forward to competing with 
other crew teams during upcoming 

regattas. 
Junior Mary Virginia Sullivan, 

who has been a returning team 
member on Harpeth Hall’s rowing 
team for the past three years, is 
particularly thrilled about this 
upcoming season. 

“As a team this year, we have been 
focusing on power per stroke. The 

fall season races are 5000 meters, 
which can take anywhere from 20 
to 25 minutes. We have a very big 
team this year, and we’re hoping 

to race some 
competitive boats 
at our home race, 
Music City Head 
Race,” Harpeth 
Hall rower and 
juniorMary 
Virginia 
Sullivansaid. 

In contrast 
to the TSSAA’s 
tight COVID-19 
regulations 
regarding high 
school sports 
last year, sports 
teams have seen 
few restrictions 
involving what 
they can and 
cannot do in 
sports this year. 
They have been 
able to travel 
and participate 
in team-bonding 
activities such as 
team breakfasts 
and using the 
locker rooms, both 
of which were 
prohibited due to 

COVID guidelines last year. 
“This year has been different from 

last year in a lot of ways. There’s 
also been a lot less anxiety about 
quarantines because a lot of people 
are vaccinated, so we haven’t had 

to worry so much 
about players 
being out for 
important games 
due to exposure,” 
Knight said.

“The season 
is different from 
last year because 
we are back in 
team boats and 
able to compete 
in races that were 
cancelled last year 
due to COVID,” 
Sullivan said. 

Unfortunately, 
the riflery team 
has seen the 
cancellation of a 
few large national 
matches, but 
are nevertheless 
looking forward to 
what this year has 
to offer. 

“[COVID-19] 
impacts everyone 

the same. We 
just have to 
find other 

ways to get in extra practice and 
competitions,” Baldwin said.

Overall, the Bears have done 
exceptionally well in their 
respective sports and are thrilled 
that the loosening of COVID-19 
restrictions has resulted in more 
travel and teams that are closer 
than ever. 

Honeybear fall athletes are back in the game 
Fall sports are in full swing and bouncing back from COVID-19 restrictions 

FAST AND FURIOUS: FAST AND FURIOUS: Coach Stuart Guthrie, seniors Evie Daniel and Elizabeth Master and Junior Corinne Pope attend a cross country meet at Vaughn’s Gap on Coach Stuart Guthrie, seniors Evie Daniel and Elizabeth Master and Junior Corinne Pope attend a cross country meet at Vaughn’s Gap on 
Sept. 7th, 2021. Sept. 7th, 2021. Photo courtesy of Vee CounterPhoto courtesy of Vee Counter

ON THE ATTACK: ON THE ATTACK: Freshman Quinn Erim strikes the ball during fall sports senior night on Sept. Freshman Quinn Erim strikes the ball during fall sports senior night on Sept. 
23rd, 2021. 23rd, 2021. Photo courtesy of Wade PaynePhoto courtesy of Wade Payne

“I think we’re all learning “I think we’re all learning 
so much about ourselves so much about ourselves 
and the team, especially and the team, especially 
since we have a lot of new since we have a lot of new 
teammates.”teammates.”  
 - Junior, Bella Guillamondegui
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BY RUTHIE GAW
Sports Editor

With fall in full swing, the air is 
reverberating with the excitement and 
intensity of college football. Students 
at Harpeth Hall are gearing up for 
all of the rivalries, friendships, and 
opportunities that college football has 
to offer. 

College football has been a presence 
in sophomore Anna LeMarbre’s life 
since she was born, and she has 
enjoyed the fellowship of her favorite 
team.

 “Georgia is my team because I grew 
up there until 
I was seven, 
and they 
have a really 
great football 
atmosphere,” 
LeMarbre 
said. “Especially in the SEC, there’s a 
strong sense of community in college 
football. It’s a tradition. Saturday 
games are always something to look 
forward to on the weekends, dressing 
up in your school colors.” 

LeMarbre traveled to Athens for 
the Georgia vs. Kentucky game over 
fall break. Many other students enjoy 
attending football games in-person, 
including Junior Mia Corts who loves 
traveling to Knoxville to support the 
Tennessee Volunteers. 

“Before my sister went there, 
we didn’t go much, but now I’ve 
gone once and I’m going again this 
weekend,” Corts said. 

In addition, students use college 

football to connect with their 
families. 

“Football brings my family 
together,” Freshman Evie Frist 
said, “And it’s just a fun time.”

 “But, for some, football 
isn’t just isn’t just family fun, 
it is an essential part of life 
which fosters a greater sense of 
community.”

“I think football is more 
than just people throwing a 
ball around, people use it as an 
outlet to have fun and bond, 
it just brings the community 

together,” Frist 
said, “Football is 
more than just 
a game, it’s a 
lifestyle,”

With all the 
community that 

surrounds the games, it is easy 
for some people to forget about 
the game itself, played between 
the lines. According to the 
Associated Press, the three top-
ranked teams in college football 
this year, in descending order, 
are the University of Georgia, 
the University of Cincinnati and 
the University of Oklahoma.

Beyond rankings, football 
analysts use statistics to assess 
which teams and players are 
performing well on the field.  
Currently, Brennan Armstrong 
from the University of Virginia 
is leading the FBS, the highest level 
of college football, with 2,824 total 

passing yards this season, according 
to the NCAA website. Running back 

Kenneth Walker III from Michigan 
State ranks first in rushing with 997 

total rush yards.
 Although statistics are 

important, people 
usually tend to root 
for the home team: 
Vanderbilt. Clark Lea 
is in his first year as 
Head Coach of the 
Vanderbilt football 
team and holds an 
improved record 
of 2-5 compared to 
last year’s winless 
campaign. Born and 
raised in Nashville, 
he graduated from 
Montgomery Bell 
Academy in 2000. 

 Vanderbilt’s 
walk-on linebacker 
Daniel Gaw is excited 
about the upcoming 
season. “Clark Lea 
is doing a great job 
with the Vanderbilt 
program and 
changing the culture 
into a winning 
mentality,” Gaw said. 
He is hopeful that 
Vanderbilt will earn 
more wins in the near 
future. 

As for now, college 
football continues 
to be a driving 
force in many lives 
of Harpeth Hall 

students and those in the greater 
Nashville area. 

BY RILEY KATE HIGGINS
Sports Editor

Last year, the Tennessee Titans had an 
impressive showing, finishing 11-5 in the 
regular season. They lost to the Baltimore 
Ravens in the Wildcard round; 
however, last season is already in the 
past as the new 2021 NFL Season is in 
full swing. 

This season, the Titans are already 
off to an inconsistent start with a loss 
against the Arizona Cardinals and an 
embarrassing defeat against the New 
York Jets. In contrast, the Titans beat 
the Seattle Seahawks and had a great 
showing against the Indianapolis Colts 
as well as winning an impressive battle 
against the Buffalo Bills on Monday 
Night Football.

During the offseason, there were 
some major shifts in the Titans roster 
with the headline addition of wide 
receiver Julio Jones and offensive 
linebacker Bud Dupree. The Titans 
also lost many of their past players 
including Corey Davis, Jonnu Smith 
and Adoree Jackson. Whether  these 
changes to the lineup are translating 
into points on the field is still up for 
debate as the season progresses.

“So far, our offseason moves have 
absolutely not paid off because Julio 
has only played 2 games, and Bud has 
only played a few snaps,” avid Titans 
fan and Upper School Art History teacher 
Robert Womack said. 

While some cannot see past the major 
injuries that have plagued the team this 
year, some are looking at the long-term 
benefits of these new additions to the 
team. 

“I think that although we did lose 

players who were assets to our team, Julio 
Jones was a good move, and so far it’s 
paying off. If he can stay healthy, it will be 
worth it,” junior Alice Wilbanks said.

Along with roster changes, there were 

many shifts across the NFL to encourage 
vaccination and even punish players 
who are unvaccinated through automatic 
quarantines after contact tracing and 
limited contact with other players outside 
of practices.

In July, Titans General Manager Jon 
Robinson said that the team had a 90% 

vaccination rate. Although this number 
is ambiguous as to full vaccination or 
half, it seems that the NFL’s vaccination 
rules regarding COVID-19 protocols 
encouraged many players to get the shot.

Before preseason games started, Titans 
Quarterback Ryan Tannehill said that the 
NFL “had forced a lot of hands by the 
protocols.” He expressed that he chose to 
get vaccinated because team chemistry 
and competition were more important 
than staying unvaccinated. 

Despite the vaccination debate, the 

battle for the playoffs and conferences’ 
top spots is in full swing. Per usual, there 
seems to be a group of Titans optimists 
and many fans who believe that the 
Titans are unpredictable and will end up 

with an average record and a faulty 
playoff showing.

“The AFC South is by far the 
worst division in football, but I am 
worried about the Colts. If they’re 
in the playoff hunt when we go to 
Indianapolis to play them, that will be 
a tough win,” Womack said. 

“Our offense can score, but it 
doesn’t mean anything if your defense 
can’t play,” Wilbanks said, critiquing 
the lack of defensive additions made 
during the offseason, “We don’t look 
bad, we’re just very hot and cold, and 
I think if we clean it up then we’ll end 
the season with a better record than 
9-8.”

Taylor Robinson, sophomore at 
Franklin Road Academy and daughter 
of the Titans General Manager, is very 
optimistic about the progress of the 
team and their potential.

 “I definitely think we’ll have a 
winning season as long as we stay 
healthy and our offensive line starts 
playing together,” Robinson said, 
“We’re the strongest in our division, 

and if we don’t get in our heads, we 
can do really well in the playoffs and 

win the Super Bowl, of course.”
With the Titans’ inconsistent 

performances during the start of the 
season, some are doubtful of their future 
performances; however, the shakey Titans 
have a solid chance at the playoffs which 
is making many Titans fans optimistic 
about the team’s potential. 

College football: fans gear up for the fall season 

Titans optimists and skepticists await season’s results

ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST: ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST: Titans quarterback Ryan Tannehill running the ball at the Titans vs. Colts game at Titans quarterback Ryan Tannehill running the ball at the Titans vs. Colts game at 
Nissan Stadium on Sept. 26, 2021. Nissan Stadium on Sept. 26, 2021. Photo by Donald PagePhoto by Donald Page

FUN ON ROCKY TOP: FUN ON ROCKY TOP: Junior Mia Corts and alumna Maddy Corts attend the University Junior Mia Corts and alumna Maddy Corts attend the University 
of Tennessee’s football game on Sept. 11, 2021.of Tennessee’s football game on Sept. 11, 2021. Photo courtesy of Mia Corts Photo courtesy of Mia Corts

“Football is more than just “Football is more than just 
a game, it’s a lifestyle” a game, it’s a lifestyle” 
 - Freshman, Evie Frist 
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