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Students spearhead movement for period product availability 
BY AVA CASSIDY
News Editor

Since fall of 2020, students have been working 
to place period products and dispensers for 
menstrual supplies in Harpeth Hall’s bathrooms 
and accomplish long-term goals to reduce 
period stigma. 

The effort started in August of 2020 when 
junior Veronica Pierce brought her ideas to US 
Public Purpose Coordinator and Community 
Engagement Coordinator Dr. Jessie Adams. 

“My role in this project kind of represents my 
role more broadly,” Dr. Adams said.

When Pierce came to Dr. Adams with her 
ideas, she wasn’t fully sure which direction she 
wanted to go in.

“One [idea] was really focused on getting 
period products to the bathrooms and making 
period products accessible to girls in school,” 
Pierce said. “The other part was focused on 
period poverty.”

Period poverty refers to the lack of education, 
access and healthcare that many people face 
when they menstruate. 

The planning process began shortly after, 
and Pierce agreed with Dr. Adams that the 
main focus would be getting period products 
to Harpeth Hall’s bathrooms. A drive for 
period products was set up in which half of the 
products were given to a shelter for homeless 
women and half were put to use in Harpeth 
Hall’s bathrooms as a trial run in the spring of 
2020. 

The logistics of attempting to accommodate 

everyone’s needs while staying within budget 
have been challenging to navigate while staying 
on schedule.

“The pace of change is slower than students 

want it to be when you’re really trying to make 
systemic, sustainable change. This has been 
going on for years,” Dr. Adams said.

At this point in their efforts, Pierce, junior 
Amanda Pensinger, junior Lailah Rucker and 
Dr. Adams are collaborating with Aunt Flow, a 
company devoted to ensuring period products 

are more available in offices and schools, to 
install 30 dispensers for pads and tampons in the 
bathrooms. The products used in the dispensers 

will be made of 100% organic cotton, are all-
natural and do not use any plastic packaging. 

Dr. Adams, Pierce, Pensinger and Rucker 
have been looking at Harpeth Hall’s floor plans 
and bathrooms to determine where to put the 
dispensers. Students should expect to see their 
plan in action next semester even though Dr. 
Adams isn’t sure of a concrete date due to supply 
chain issues. 

“I think that making it more accessible and 
open will bring great conversations about 
stigma surrounding periods,” junior Lorelei 
Christopher said. 

Freshman Elizabeth Lefler has also worked 
with Pierce, though Lefler’s efforts are more 
focused outside of Harpeth Hall’s campus. 
She is currently working on creating a survey 
to send to schools in the Nashville area to 
better understand what teenagers know and 
think about periods as well as the obstacles 
surrounding menstrual hygiene. 

The survey is being reviewed by doctors at 
Belmont University, as well an Institutional 
Review Board, as the survey involved human 
participants. 

“I think this is reflective of a larger cultural 
and social conversation right now,” Dr. Adams 
said of the efforts of students like Pierce, 
Pensinger, Rucker, and Lefler. “The most 
rewarding part is feeling like Harpeth Hall is 
graduating students who understand how to 
make lasting change.” 

Dispensers for pads and tampons will be 
installed over Winter Break. 

PERIOD PRIDE:PERIOD PRIDE:  Junior Veronica Pierce leads the charge to provide Aunt Flow period product dispensers Junior Veronica Pierce leads the charge to provide Aunt Flow period product dispensers 
to all Harpeth Hall Upper School Restrooms in 2022. Pierce poses with the product on Dec. 1, 2021.to all Harpeth Hall Upper School Restrooms in 2022. Pierce poses with the product on Dec. 1, 2021.  Photo by Photo by 
Mary Meacham.Mary Meacham.

Oxford shooting raises national conversations about school safety
BY OLIVIA MAJORS
Editor-in-Chief

After opening fire at Oxford High School in 
Michigan on Nov. 3 and shooting 11 people, 
killing three, a 15-year-old student was charged 
with four counts of first-degree murder and 
terrorism. The latest addition to a growing 
list of school shootings in recent U.S. history, 
the gunfire at Oxford has revived nationwide 
debates about gun control and school security 
measures.

The sheriff’s office has named the four 
victims as Tate Myre, 16; Hana St. Juliana, 14; 
Madisyn Baldwin, 17; and Justin Shilling, 17. 
The Oxford community held a vigil to honor 
the loss of the students. 

“As we grapple with the horrific tragedy in 
our school community, we grieve the students 
who lost their lives and we ache for all those 
who have been injured and impacted,” a 
statement on the school’s website said. 

Many details remain unclear, including 
motive. Even so, according to Prosecutor 
Karen McDonald, prosecutors are 
“confident” that they can prove the crime 
was premeditated. There have also been 
involuntary manslaughter charges filed against 
the perpetrator’s parents, citing their gifting 

of the deadly semi-automatic handgun to the 
gunman. 

The incident has also raised broader 
questions regarding safety measures currently 
in place in schools across the country. Since 
the shooting 
at Columbine 
High School 
in 1999, a 
multi-billion 
dollar school 
protection 
industry has 
been created, 
placing 
physical 
safeguards in 
place against 
potential 
threats. 
Oxford High 
School was 
no exception, 
hiring a full time sheriff’s deputy, installing 
security cameras and implementing routine 
lockdown drills.

Although physical protections allowed 
police officers to respond to and identify 

the shooter quickly, many experts agree that 
lockdown training is essential to saving lives in 
active-shooting situations.

Harpeth Hall is part of the 90% of high 
schools in the United States that hold 

lockdown drills 
in order for 
students and 
staff to know 
potentially 
lifesaving  
information 
and safety 
protocols. On 
Dec. 2, the 
school held 
a regularly 
scheduled 
lockdown drill 
on campus.

“We 
believe that by 
establishing, 

communicating, and practicing crisis plans we 
will be able to manage difficult situations more 
effectively,” Head of School Jess Hill said in an 
email sent to parents on Dec.1. “As we prepare 
for the worst-case scenario, our hearts go out 

to the Oxford High School community.”
Director of the Upper School Armistead 

Lemon also reached out to students to provide 
advance warning of the drill. “Your safety and 
the safety of our community is paramount, 
which is why we practice,” she wrote in an 
email sent to the Upper School student body 
on Dec. 1. 

Despite praise of the Oxford High School’s 
lockdown preparations from both students and 
authorities, bigger questions about the efficacy 
of the school system’s preventative measures 
as a whole still remain. According to James 
Densley, co-founder of the Violence Project, 
a study of mass shootings in the U.S., schools 
must hire more counselors and work with 
students who seem emotionally disconnected 
from their peers. 

“Those things don’t feel like school safety, 
but actually they are,” Densley said.

The proximity of the recent drill at Harpeth 
Hall to the Oxford shooting was just a matter 
of chance. However, as the prevalence of 
school shootings continues to rise in the U.S., 
the importance of campus safety becomes an 
ever-present concern, with each drill appearing 
both reactionary and prescient in regard to the 
national news cycle. 

Travis Scott Backlash
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HISTORY REPEATED: HISTORY REPEATED: Past Logos issues from May 2019 featuring art by Past Logos issues from May 2019 featuring art by 
Devon Campbell depicting a lockdown scare at Harpeth Hall. Devon Campbell depicting a lockdown scare at Harpeth Hall. Photo by Olivia Photo by Olivia 
MajorsMajors
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BY HALLIE GRAHAM 
Editor-in-Chief

32,727 books. 60+ databases. 20 years. 
On Nov. 18, the Ann Scott Carell Library 
celebrated 20 years of information 
and collaboration on the Harpeth Hall 
campus. An innovative teaching space, 
the library was dedicated and opened to 
students 20 years ago.

In 1999, Ann Scott 
Carell, a Harpeth Hall 
parent, grandparent 
and trustee, as well as 
Monroe Carell made 
an initial pledge to 
Harpeth Hall of $5 
million, specifically 
allotted for building 
a 20,000 square-foot 
library.

“She was a great 
advocate for all-girls 
education,” Director 
of Information 
Services Molly Rumsey 
said in the library’s 
commemoration video. 

“The initial gift of $5 million from the 

Carell family really spurred on others to 
give.” 

“When we heard about the gift, the 
librarians were just beside themselves,” 
Former Director of the Library Nancy 
Rumsey said. “The excitement was really 
palpable.”

From 2000 to 2005, Harpeth Hall raised 

$44.1 million in addition to the Carells’ 
initial pledge to build the library. During 

construction, a temporary library was 
located in two trailers behind the middle 
school. 

The library officially opened to 
students the week of Nov. 12, 2001 and 
was dedicated on 
Sunday, Nov. 18 
with a ceremonial 
tour and ribbon-
cutting. To 
commemorate 
the monumental 
change to the 
Harpeth Hall 
campus with the community, Karen 
Douse, the library’s director in 2001, 
organized a “book brigade” where 
students and faculty passed piles of books 
from one person to the next into the 
brand-new library. 

According to the Harpeth Hall 
web story commemorating the 20th 
anniversary of the library, “the Ann Scott 
Carell Library left visitors in awe” with 
its “soaring columns, grand atrium, lofty 
ceilings, and light-filled learning spaces.” 
While cohesive with the architecture 
throughout the rest of campus, the library 

brings unique visual elements that have 
become iconic symbols of the Harpeth 
Hall experience. 

The library brings an emblematic 
facade to Harpeth Hall’s collection of 

buildings on 
campus, but 
also brings 
a successful 
and 
decorated 
library 
program. 
The Ann 

Scott Carell Library circulates 20,000+ 
books per year, according to the Harpeth 
Hall website. 

Along with the immense circulation 
size, the American Association of School 
Librarians dubbed Harpeth Hall’s library 
program the School Library and Media 
Program of the Year in 2007, six years 
after the Ann Scott Carell Library’s 
opening. 

Continued on LogosNow.

BY JULIA ALLOS, VERONICA PIERCE & 
LENA QIAN
Features Editors

Concluding an ongoing effort to 
introduce the 
large class of new 
faculty joining 
Harpeth Hall’s 
Upper School this 
year, this article 
will highlight 
Middle and 
Upper Schhol 
Latin teacher 
Emma Wynne, 
Upper school 
math teacher Tim 
Hickman and 
Upper School 
World  Langauges 
Spanish teacher 
Dr. Steven Wenz.

Joining the 
World Languages 
department is Ms. 
Wynne, who was 
a tour guide for 
Harpeth Hall students on their 2018 Italy 
Winterim trip. 

Growing up, Ms. Wynne was 
surrounded by animals on her farm in 
Indiana. In high school, she found a 
passion for Latin.

“It appealed to me because it is so 
logical and like a secret code,” Ms. Wynne 
said.

Ms. Wynne’s high school Latin teacher 
had a strong influence on her life. 
Initially, Ms. Wynne did not want to 
attend college, but her teacher pushed 
her to go and even wrote her college 
recommendation letter. As a result, she 
decided to pursue a teaching career.

“I wanted to be that person for 
someone else and help another younger 
person find their way,” Ms. Wynne said.

Before arriving at Harpeth Hall, Ms. 
Wynne earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Classical Early Christian studies from 
Christendom College and had served 
in many roles at Paideia Institute for 
Humanistic Study, including a role as a 
Latin teacher and a curriculum design 
project manager.

Finally, she arrived at Harpeth Hall 
after receiving a phone call from Upper 
School World Langauges teacher Jerard 
White about an opening for the Latin 

teacher position. 
“The students 

have been very 
welcoming,” Ms. 
Wynne said.

In her freetime, 
Ms. Wynne enjoys 
crafting, knitting 
and crocheting. 
Additionally, she 
sings and plays the 
piano.

Tim Hickman 
joins the Harpeth 
Hall faculty this 
year as a new 
precalculus 
teacher. He comes 
from Brentwood 
Academy, where 
he coached and 

served as an advisor. 
Prior to his teaching 

career, Mr. Hickman served as a financial 
advisor. He 
received his 
M.B.A from 
Belmont 
University 
and a B.S. in 
Mathematics 
from Vanderbilt 
University. 

Mr. Hickman 
had been 
interested in 
teaching early 
on in life, even 
in high school. 
Along with 
his studies, he 
also was in the 
men’s acapella 
group. While 
he did not 
pursue teaching 
in college, 
his career 
counselor at 
Vanderbilt 

encouraged him to pursue a teaching 
internship right after he graduated. 
Even though he had another job lined 
up, this internship inspired him to quit 
and pursue 
education 
instead.

Growing up 
in Nashville, Mr. 
Hickman has 
known about 
Harpeth Hall his 
whole life. He 
has very much 
enjoyed learning 
more about the 
school and its 
community. 

“I love the 
community, the 
seeing and the 
experiencing,” 
Mr. Hickman 
said. “There is 
an energy that I 
find exciting and 
enjoyable.”

Aside from teaching precalculus, Mr. 
Hickman 
enjoys playing 
golf, grilling, 
building fires 
and hanging 
out with his 
family and 
friends. 

At Harpeth 
Hall, Mr. 
Hickman 
wants to help 
students learn 
to problem 
solve and think 
critically. 

“I want to 
be part of 
conversations 
whenever 
possible,” Mr. 
Hickman said. 
“I hope to be a 
part of finding 
solutions 
to different 

issues.” 
Finally, joining the World Language 

department is Dr. Steven Wenz, who 
teaches Spanish, as well as an online 

Spanish course for 
the University of 
Maine Farmington. 
Originally from 
Cleveland, Dr. Wenz 
majored in electrical 
engineering before 
becoming interested 
in Spanish studies. 

“I was lucky to 
have two wonderful 
professors who were 
from Argentina 
during my first year 
in college,” Dr.Wenz 
said. “I realized that 
my true passion was 
language, literature 
and culture.” 

After graduate 
school, Dr. Wenz 
decided to become 
a teacher. His wife, 

Señora Vanesa Wenz, was teaching 
Middle School Spanish at Harpeth Hall, 
and he was already familiar with her 
colleagues. Dr. Wenz remembers being 
drawn to the cordial atmosphere of the 
community. 

“When I did the interview, it was like 
meeting up with old friends,” Dr. Wenz 
said. 

Dr. Wenz said he finds fulfillment as 
a teacher by helping students become 
the best versions of themselves. He also 
enjoys introducing them to new cultures.

Dr. Wenz is a world traveller who loves 
astronomy.

He sent a message of thanks to the 
entire student body of Harpeth Hall: 
“Thank you very much for reaching out 
and for giving me the opportunity to 
share some facts about me,” Dr. Wenz 
said. “I’m very glad to be here, and I really 
appreciate the warm welcome that I’ve 
received.” 

This article is the third installation of 
the Logos Faculty Feature series. New 
Honeybears, the Logos Staff welcomes 
you to Harpeth Hall!

Final faculty feature: Hickman, Wenz & Wynne hit the hall

IN A NEW PLACE: IN A NEW PLACE: Upper School World Language Upper School World Language 
Teacher, Emma Wynne poses for the camera  Teacher, Emma Wynne poses for the camera  Photo courtesy Photo courtesy 
of Emma Wynneof Emma Wynne

ON CAMPUS: ON CAMPUS: Upper School Math Teacher, Tim Hickman takes a Upper School Math Teacher, Tim Hickman takes a 
break outside Massey. break outside Massey. Photo by Mia CortsPhoto by Mia Corts

THUMBS UP: THUMBS UP: Upper School World Language Teacher, Upper School World Language Teacher, 
Steven Wenz is ready for a challenge.  Steven Wenz is ready for a challenge.  Photo courtesy of Steven Photo courtesy of Steven 
WenzWenz

Ann Scott Carell Library celebrates 20 years at HH

AROUND THE FIREPLACE:AROUND THE FIREPLACE: Head of School, Jess Hill, the Carell family and  Head of School, Jess Hill, the Carell family and 
Harpeth Hall faculty celebrate the Ann Scott Carrol Library’s 20th Anniversary on Harpeth Hall faculty celebrate the Ann Scott Carrol Library’s 20th Anniversary on 
Nov. 18, 2021. Nov. 18, 2021. Photo courtesy of Rory Fraser.Photo courtesy of Rory Fraser.

“I hope students will want to “I hope students will want to 
gather in the library and be gather in the library and be 
happy to be there. I hope this happy to be there. I hope this 
over and above anything else.” over and above anything else.” 
  - former Trustee and Board             

Member, Ann Scott Carell 
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  Logos is a student 
publication of Harpeth 
Hall. It represents the 

students’ voices, views and 
opinions. It is in no way 

reflective of the faculty, staff 
or administration of the 

school. Any questions can be 
directed to the Editors-In-
Chief or faculty advisors. 

Grab and Go: Juniors deserve quick access to food
BY PRIYANKA CHIGULURI
Editor-in-Chief

Starting my junior year, I 
was excited to finally enjoy the 
upperclassmen 
privilege of easily 
pulling a sandwich 
and some fruit 
from the Grab 
and Go before 
heading to 
the meetings 
that always seem to fill up my 
lunch break. However, my 
excitement was soon replaced 
by disappointment when I 
learned that the Grab and Go 
would be reserved for seniors 
and teachers this year. 

The Grab and Go is the 
cooler in the cafeteria that has 
pre-prepared food options 

including, but not limited to 
salads, sandwiches, fruit, yogurt 
and chips. The Grab and Go 
is commonly used by students 

and teachers who have lunch 
meetings, because they can 
quickly grab some food and 
go to their meetings instead of 
waiting in the main lunch lines. 

Before the pandemic started 
during my freshman year, the 
Grab and Go was open to all 
upperclassmen. Following 
a year of boxed lunches and 

meeting-free lunch periods last 
year, lunch is back to normal 
this semester with its long 
lines for hot food, salads and 

sandwiches. Additionally, 
lunch meetings have 
once again become 
commonplace. 

Despite the returning 
normality of lunch, 
the Grab and Go is no 
longer a privilege for all 

upperclassmen to enjoy, even 
though there is often leftover 
food in the Grab and Go after 
lunch. I contend that closing the 
Grab and Go for the juniors has 
created a multitude of avoidable 
problems at lunch. 

First, student leadership 
positions are commonly held by 
both juniors and seniors, and 

meetings often occur for those 
student leaders during lunch. 
In fact, one of the main reasons 
the Grab and Go was open to 
all upperclassmen was because 
they are more likely to hold 
leadership positions. The Grab 
and Go makes lunch meetings 
more productive because it does 
not have long lines, the food is 
pre-made, and the packaging 
can be thrown away, which 
eliminates the need to return 
dishes to the cafeteria. 
Continued on LogosNow.

BY KIRAN DHILLON
Opinions Editor

The occasional annoyance 
of wearing masks is quickly 
rendered insignificant as soon 
as new waves of COVID-19 
continue to ignite anxiety 
worldwide. After enduring 
the pandemic for the past two 
years, this repetition is all 
but evident. 

On Nov. 29, 2021, 
President Biden spoke 
about the newest strain of 
the coronavirus disease, 
Omicron, calling it “a 
cause for concern, not a 
cause for panic.” Even so, 
many countries, including 
the United States, placed 
restrictions on non-citizens 
travelling from several 
southern African countries 
in response to Omicron, 
according to CNN.

On a local level, 
Tennessee recorded 2,143 
new cases of coronavirus 
and a seven-day average of 
1,439 cases on Dec. 3, 2021, 
according to The New York 
Times. As of Nov. 29th, Metro 
Nashville Public Schools 
requires all students to wear 
face masks while on campus.

While Harpeth Hall 
continues to enforce a 
full-school mask policy, 
other private schools have 
removed some restrictions 
and introduced new policies, 
namely those that include a 
fully mask-optional campus. 

“I think [Harpeth Hall] has 
a pretty good compromise 
going on,” junior Ava 
Willoughby said about 
Harpeth Hall’s current mask 
mandate. “Even though we 
don’t have that many students, 
we don’t have that much 
hallway space, so we’re always 
directly next to each other.” 

With winter weather 
approaching, the Omicron 
variant’s notoriety, and 
anxieties surrounding the 
virus, Harpeth Hall leaders 
would be wise to act with 
meticulous consideration 
when deciding which changes, 
if any, should be made to their 

COVID-19 protocols. 
“We’re very cautious, and 

we are very thoughtful in 
all that we do. The group 
of people who are making 
these decisions are constantly 
[contemplating] what they 
think is the safest for all 
of us as a community, and 

ultimately, their goal is to 
keep us in-person and at 
school,” Upper School World 
Languages teacher and 
mindfulness educator Ms. 
Bela Lodygensky said.  

In a future where the 
“curve” begins to flatten 
again, the decision to make 

masks optional for vaccinated 
students should be considered. 
As more students at Harpeth 
Hall receive COVID-19 
vaccines, subsequently 
lowering the number of on-
campus COVID cases, the 
possibility that this policy 
could work is becoming 
increasingly probable, 
assuming that unvaccinated 
students would still be 
required to wear masks, even 

after the policy is put into 
place. 

Since increasing vaccination 
rates are a likely cause of the 
decreasing number of cases 
at Harpeth Hall, prioritizing 
vaccination rates as an 
independent variable would 
be the most effective way to 

create new policies without 
jeopardizing the community’s 
safety. 

“No, it’s not perfect yet, 
but it [has still stopped] such 
a high transmission of the 
virus so far, which is what 
we see with the flu vaccine,” 
junior Gabby Mchaourab said 

about COVID-19 vaccines. 
“Of course, [scientists are] 
going to keep working on the 
vaccine, but for right now, we 
have a vaccine that’s lowering 
transmission rates.”

Along with newly-adjusted 
policies, a few private 
schools in Nashville release 
weekly reports that track the 
numbers of COVID cases 
and quarantined students and 
faculty. These reports update 

schools on the virus’s spread 
throughout their campuses 
and simultaneously condense 
school-wide information so 
that administrative leaders are 
able to assess the virus on a 
weekly basis. 

Harpeth Hall releases 
COVID-19 reports each 

Friday at www.
harpethhall.org/
covid-19-faqs, which 
includes information 
about case numbers and 
vaccination rates on 
campus. Therefore, the 
entire community can 
stay up-to-date on how 
our numbers, which 
have been consistently 
low for cases and high 
for vaccinations all year. 
Changes to campus 
mandates will be made, 
in part, based on these 
numbers and what 
they suggest about 
transmission rates.

Moreover, the 
frequent reassessment 

encouraged by weekly virus-
related progress reports can 
ensure that students maintain 
a healthy state of mind 
pertaining to COVID-19 and 
don’t endure long swaths of 
time without regular social 
interaction patterns. 

“Schools and communities 
in general rely so much on 
smiles and facial expressions 
and we’ve been going for so 
long now without seeing that,” 
Ms. Lodygensky said. 

“I am wondering if the 
benefit of the mask on 
a physical level is at the 
[detriment] of our mental and 
emotional wellbeing. And for 
that reason, I think that, at 
some point, we need to start 
looking at the situation from 
different angles.”

To continue pushing 
forward toward normalcy, 
the Harpeth Hall community 
must assess the current 
COVID-19 situation and 
actively consider future 
decisions at the same time.

MASKED UP:MASKED UP:  Harpeth Hall students gather while wearing masks at the annual Thanksgiving Harpeth Hall students gather while wearing masks at the annual Thanksgiving 
Assembly on November 23, 2021.  Assembly on November 23, 2021.  Photo courtesy of Rory Fraser.Photo courtesy of Rory Fraser.

COVID’s fluctuation requires frequent policy assessment

“The group of people who are “The group of people who are 
making these decisions are constantly making these decisions are constantly 

[contemplating] what they think is the safest [contemplating] what they think is the safest 
for us as a community, and, ultimately, their for us as a community, and, ultimately, their 

goal is to keep us in-person and at school.”goal is to keep us in-person and at school.”
Upper School World Languages Teacher, Ms. 

Lodygensky

“I think the lunch line is a really “I think the lunch line is a really 
inefficient system that prevents inefficient system that prevents 

students from getting their food, and students from getting their food, and 
it creates chaos.”it creates chaos.”

Freshman, Ellery Cook







Page 6Page 6                ARTS & ENTERTAINMENTARTS & ENTERTAINMENT        December 2021      December 2021      

BY AVA SJURSEN
Editor-in-Chief

On Nov. 5, at 9:38 p.m., the Houston 
police department received their first 
emergency call from the NRG Stadium, 
where Travis 
Scott was 
headlining 
his own 
music festival, 
Astroworld. 
Over the next 
42 minutes, 
a crowd of 
50,000 surged 
forward 
through the 
stadium, 
killing at least 
10 audience 
members, 
which ensured 
that the 
Astroworld 
concert would 
rank among 
the deadliest 
concerts in 
history. 

Prior to this 
fateful festival, 
Scott and his 
fans’ infamously rowdy demeanor 
had garnered national attention. The 
30-year-old rapper has previously faced 
counts of endangerment of minors, 
disorderly conduct and inciting a riot.

 At New York City’s Terminal 5 in 

2017, Scott urged fans to jump from 
a second-floor balcony into a crowd, 
resulting in the partial paralyzation of 
23-year-old Kyle Green.

Junior Lydia Dodd, who attended 
Scott’s 
performance 
at Bridgestone 
Arena in 2019, 
attests to the 
accusations 
that Scott 
encourages 
reckless 
behavior from 
his fans. 

“I could see 
everyone [in 
the mosh pit], 
and it looked 
like they were 
all under his 
spell. My 
friend and 
I could not 
walk around 
anywhere; 
there were 
no safety 
precautions.” 

In the case 
of Astroworld, 

the security precautions that were put in 
place proved ironically detrimental to 
the safety of the audience. 

The south quadrant, where seven out 
of the ten identified victims were killed, 
was barricaded by rigid barriers. At 

the onset of the show, each person was 
designated approximately 1.85 square 
feet of space. As the crowd became more 
densely populated due to an influx of 
people from neighboring artist SZA’s 
show that had recently ended, these 
barriers compressed the crowd into the 
asphyxiating space.

Approximately 40 minutes after the 
Houston police department declared the 
concert a mass casualty incident and 75 
minutes after it began, the show ended 
on schedule. 
The audience 
was evacuated, 
and 300 people 
were treated at a 
temporary field 
hospital. 

Ten victims 
were identified, 
the youngest 
being nine-year-old Ezra Blout, who 
was previously seen atop his father’s 
shoulders.

The police are conducting an ongoing 
investigation on possible overdoses 
in the audience and therefore haven’t 
declared a cause of death. 

The Wall Street Journal reports that 
Scott was seen at an afterparty at Dave 
and Buster’s following the show, where 
he was informed of the casualties. His 
attorneys claim that Scott had not 
heard of the catastrophic degree of the 
situation until this point. 

The rapper released a minute and a 
half long apology video, in which he 

offered prayers to victims and families. 
Additionally, he assured that he has 
protected and will continue to protect 
fans who are in dangerous situations 
during the duration of his shows. 

Despite his claims, cell phone 
evidence shows that when told about the 
peril in the south quadrant, the artist 
ignored the cries of help and continued 
his set. 

A lawsuit of $750 million was filed on 
Tuesday against Scott, and Drake, who 

performed 
alongside 
him. This 
lawsuit, 
which was 
filed on 
behalf of 
125 victims, 
dead or 
injured, 

joins dozens more against the two 
performers, as well as Live Nation 
Entertainment Inc., which promoted the 
concert and sold tickets. 

It is unclear how this tragedy will 
affect the concert industry going 
forward. However, audiences all over 
the country are now taking individual 
precautions to assure their own safety. 

“I am going to avoid mosh pit tickets, 
stay on the outside of the pit when I do 
[go into the mosh pit], and hydrate as 
much as possible going forward,” Dodd 
said. 

“I could see everyone [in the mosh “I could see everyone [in the mosh 
pit] and it looked like they were pit] and it looked like they were 
all under his spell. My friend and all under his spell. My friend and 
I could not walk around anywhere, I could not walk around anywhere, 
there were no safety precautions.” there were no safety precautions.” 

Juinor, Lydia DoddJuinor, Lydia Dodd

TRAVIS SCOTT BACKLASH: Travis Scott performs at his 
AstroWorld festival in Houston on Nov. 5. / Credit: ©Erika Goldring/
WireImage.

Ten killed at Travis Scott’s Astroworld concert

BY ANNA KERR
A&E Editor

Although the holiday season can be 
stressful for many, kneading dough can be a 
nostalgic way to be release the annoyance of 
being cooped up with family for two weeks 
straight. 

This time of year, baked goods and sweet 
treats abound in bakeries, in our favorite 
restaurants, and even on the countertops of 
our own homes. From Thanksgiving pies 
to Christmas cookies to Challah bread, 
baking and, of course,eating have always 
been a major component of the holidays. 

Every year, Thanksgiving plates are filled 
with turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
gravy and much more. But the most 
important part of the meal for many is 
the desserts. A Thanksgiving meal is not 
complete without a few slices of apple, 
pumpkin, sweet potato, chocolate or pecan 
pie. 

Pumpkin pie, being the most popular 
dessert on Thanksgiving, is a trademark for 
the holiday. There’s nothing like walking 
into your grandma’s kitchen and smelling 
the sweet scent of pumpkin pie fill the air. 
Add a dollop of whipped cream, and the 
perfect ending to a Thanksgiving meal is 
served. 

As Thanksgiving concludes, it is 
impossible to not think about the next 
holiday quickly approaching Hanukkah. 

Hanukkah lasted from November 
28-December 6 and is filled with many 
delicious treats that fill the house over 
those eight days. When Jews fought to take 
back the Jewish temple, they needed oil to 
light the menorah, but only had enough 
for one night. The oil lasted for eight days, 
making it a symbol of the holiday. Thus, fried 
foods are often eaten during Hanukkah and 
serve as a reminder of the importance of oil 
in the legendary Hanukkah story. 

Most commonly found on the dining 
room table during the eight nights of 
Hanukkah are latkes, sufganiyot, and 
Challah. Latkes, fried potato pancakes, are 
often topped with applesauce or sour cream. 
Sufganiyot are a combination of fried donuts 

and beignets filled with various types of jelly.  
Challah, a popular loaf of bread, is made 
in the shape of a braid. When making the 
bread, a small portion of the dough is set 
aside as an offering to God.  

Christmas offers its own plethora of 
confections that can help alleviate holiday 

stresses. Whether searching for the perfect 
Christmas gift, travelling during peak 
season, hosting family and friends, as well as 
preparing for exams, baking can help lighten 
the burden. 

“I especially love holiday baking for my 

family and friends because it’s like an early 
Christmas present for them,” junior Luca Cyr 
said. 

Christmas cookies are a popular item to 
bake, decorate and, of course, eat. Spending 
time with family and friends by baking 
cookies creates lifelong memories. There’s 

nothing like putting the sugar cookies in the 
oven and getting to lick the bowl until the 
leftover batter is gone.

Harpeth Hall students enjoy baking 
whether to spend time with family and 
friends, destress or to be able to eat a 
delicious homemade treat. 

“Every year in the middle of December, 
my siblings and I spend a Saturday baking 
sugar cookies, decorating them and giving 
them to our neighbors as early Christmas 
gifts,” sophomore Amelia Alexopoulos said.

This tradition began in the 1800s when 
Dutch children would cut out shapes 
from sugar cookie dough and hang them 
as decorations in windows. Additionally, 
around this time period, dollies, which are 
cookie cutters in the shape of little men, 
became popular. They were originally used 
to depict Santa Claus, but are now used to 
cut out gingerbread men. 

When Christmas day arrives and leaves 
too quickly, sadness sets in with the magical 
holiday season coming to a close but is soon 
eased by the anticipation of the new year.

New Year’s eve is a bustling night filled 
with musical performances, going out with 
friends or watching the celebration in Times 
Square with your family on television. 
However, it is also filled with fancy desserts 
to eat throughout the evening. 

Chocolate fondue, jellied champagne, 
baked alaskas, cheesecake and other 
decadent desserts are made. These baked 
goods also mark the end of the baking 
season, and back into normal, hectic life 
those delicacies are rarely enjoyed.

Once New Year’s Day comes around, the 
realization of how many treats they have 
indulged in hits Americans like a brick wall. 
Diets, exercise routines and ways to begin 
healthier eating habits fill people’s minds as 
they try to return to their everyday routines. 

HOLIDAY BAKING: Junior Olivia Majors bakes cookies for the holidays on Nov. 29.  Photo by Mary    
Meacham.

Deck the Hall: Students bake their way into the holidays
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BY RILEY KATE HIGGINS 
Sports Editor

The week of Oct. 29 through Nov. 5 
was a week like no other for Harpeth 
Hall sports. Not only did the soccer 
team complete 
their undefeated 
season with a state 
championship 
win but the varsity 
cross-country 
team also outran 
the competition to 
win the team state 
championship title. 

23 players deep, the 
soccer team traveled 
to Chattanooga to 
face Girls Preparatory 
School (GPS) in 
the state semifinals. 
With support from 
students and faculty 
watching from the 
junior pod, the Bears 
finished the first half 
tied 1-1 with a goal from freshman Helen 
Ghertner and closed the game with two 
more goals from senior Ashley Tirrill and 
freshman Quinn Erim to advance to the 
finals with a 3-2 win.

The Bears faced Baylor the next day 
with a spirit bus full of students in the 
stands cheering them on. After an early 
goal from Erim, the rainy game endured 
a scoring drought. To seal the win, Erim 
scored again with eleven minutes left to 
make it 2-0. The Bears came home with 
a state championship win and a 13-0-3 
undefeated season.

“We felt a little bit more pressure this 
year just with all of the added attention 
and support we received, which was 
amazing,” senior Mallory Thomas said. 
“But even this challenge didn’t prove to 
be all that challenging given my team’s 
attitude, work rate and performance.”

“I was most proud when we played JPII 

in the middle of the season. There was a 
clear realization that we were an amazing 
team, and we crushed them 4-0. Once 
the girls realized that we could play at 
that level, we never looked back,” Middle 

School Social Studies Department Chair 
and Varsity Soccer Head Coach Meggie 
Lucas said.

The cross-country team brought home 
a victory for the Bears as well. They 
traveled to Hendersonville just one week 
after the soccer Bears’ final win. The 
seven competing runners took off on the 
Sanders Ferry course to finish all inside 
the top 30 placements out of 118 other 
competitors. Not only did junior Bella 
Guillamondegui place first overall but the 
team also only accumulated 69 points, 
beating Knoxville Web by 4 points for the 
team championship win. 

“The individual win was made 
infinitely sweeter because it was 
accompanied by the team win,” 
Guillamondegui said.

Guillamondegui was followed by 
freshman Annamaria Bacchetta, senior 
Kate  Wojciechowski and freshman Lily 

Bowen. The team’s average time for the 
5k race was 19 minutes and 52 seconds, 
which put them ahead of the other 16 
competing teams. 

“The most challenging part of the 
season for me was knowing that we 
have everything it takes to win a 
state title and recognizing that our 
competitors were going to really 
challenge us, so seeing it materialize 
into a state title was so rewarding,” 
Wojciechowski said. 

“As far as rewarding aspects, there 
were many. Winning the first meet of 
the season while competing against 
many division rivals, having all 
fourteen members of the travel squad 
hit either 
season or 
personal bests 
at Southern 
Showcase, 
and of course, 
winning State 
and seeing 
Bella take the 

individual title 
so decisively,” 
World Languages 
Department Chair 
and Varsity Cross 
Country Head 
Coach Jenny Jervis 
said.

With each sport 
working through 
long summer 
to fall seasons, 
both teams 
became very close 
throughout their 
seasons. 

“Doing hard 
workouts every day and running 
easy runs together made us a family,” 
Guillamondegui said. “The cohesiveness 
really helped us compete for the state 
title.”

While both teams prepared and 
competed in their championships, the 
rest of the school showed them support 
through send-offs, spirit busses and live 
stream viewing parties.

The players themselves felt the support 
especially on game and meet days. “I 
firmly believe that our student section 
during our state game played a big role in 
our win, especially since both GPS and 
Baylor had home crowds,” Thomas said.

“The student section we had was 
very loud with speakers, flags, chants, 
really anything. Overall I have gained an 
immense amount of pride for the Honey 
Bear Nation, and that feeling was tangible 
after the welcome home celebration of the 

cross country 
runners,” Junior 
Vee Counter, 
who attended 
both state 
championships 
on the spirit 
busses, said.

“Walking 
through the 
tunnel during 
the send-off 
and knowing 
that people 
were missing 
school to come 
to watch us play 
made all of us 
more grateful 
to be a part of 
such a caring 
community,” 
Erim said.

With the rest 
of the Honey 
Bear Nation 

behind them, both the cross country and 
soccer teams capped off their seasons 
with rewarding wins in their respective 
state championships bringing new 
trophies back to campus.

BY GRACE BLANKENSHIP 
Sports Editor

Tennessee’s professional sports teams 
have fared well this past season, with 
the Titans currently ranked first in the 
American Football 
Conference 
(AFC) South and 
the Nashville 
Soccer Club 
(NSC) ranked 
third overall 
in the Eastern 
Conference. 
Tennessee’s only 
professional 
basketball team, 
the Memphis 
Grizzlies, has also 
seen major success 
and are currently 
ranked fifth overall 
in the Western 
Conference.

The Titans 
boast one of the most explosive and 
impressive offenses in the NFL, due 
in part to their running back Derrick 
Henry who suffered a serious foot injury, 
which could keep him out for the rest of 
the season.

This injury has caused their offense 
to become far more predictable to their 
opponents, and the Titans have a current 

loss streak of two games as a result. 
Although their ranking in the AFC 
South has yet to be affected, their overall 
ranking within the AFC fell to third seed 
after losing to the New England Patriots 

on Nov. 28 (they were second seed 
previous to this game).

However, Henry’s inability to play has 
yet to seriously affect their standing after 
the regular season is over, and they still 
have a 98% chance of making the playoffs 
according to the New York Times.

“While the Henry loss is not 
devastating playoff standings right now, 
it was definitely a hit to the morale of 

the teams and the fans,” junior and avid 
Titans fan Riley Kate Higgins said.

Similarly to the Titans, the Nashville 
Soccer Club has seen much success 
this season, making it all the way to the 
Major League Soccer (MLS) Cup semi-
finals, where they played Philadelphia. 
After a hard-fought game, Philadelphia 
won with a final score of 3-1.

Even though 
the NSC was 
unable to make 
the finals, they 
still had an 
outstanding 
season record of 
twelve wins and four losses, and they 
became the first modern expansion 
club to win a playoff round in each of 
its first two seasons of existence. They 
also became the seventh team in league 
history to have a perfect season record at 
home.

On Dec. 2, the MLS came out with 
the MLS Best XI, which recognizes the 
top players in the league. The 2021 Best 
XI featured two NSC players, one of 
whom was Walker Zimmerman (2021 
MLS Defender of the Year), and Hany 
Mukhtar (2021 MLS MVP Finalist).

“My wife, Cathy, and I have been 
following them for four years, and this 
was the best season ever!” Upper School 
World Languages Teacher and devoted 

NSC fan Jerard White said.
The Memphis Grizzlies, in perfect 

harmony with the Titans and the NSC, 
have also had an unprecedented season.

They beat the Oklahoma City Thunder 
by seventy-three points on Dec. 2 in 
Memphis, marking the first time a team 
has surpassed the seventy point margin 
and resulting in a new NBA record for 

biggest win 
margin.

“It feels great to 
be in the history 
books, especially 
in front of our 
home crowd,” 

said Grizzlies player De’Anthony Melton.
The Grizzlies shot 62.5% overall, and 

nine of their players reached double 
digits in terms of points earned for the 
team. With one of their best players, Ja 
Morant, sidelined due to a knee injury, 
their team stats for this game is all the 
more impressive.

“We knew with [Morant] going down 
what we had to do. We had to step up,” 
Melton said.

Even with some of Tennessee’s best 
professional athletes injured, 2021 has 
nonetheless been an exciting year for 
those invested in their various sports 
teams, with hopefully more to come in 
2022. 

RACING TO THE FINISH: RACING TO THE FINISH: Junior Bella Guillamondegui runs Junior Bella Guillamondegui runs 
in the cross country state championship in Hendersonville on in the cross country state championship in Hendersonville on 
November 5. November 5. Photo courtesy of  Mike StrasingerPhoto courtesy of  Mike Strasinger

SINGING IN THE RAIN: SINGING IN THE RAIN: Senior Ashley Tirrill celebrates with teammates at soccer Senior Ashley Tirrill celebrates with teammates at soccer 
state semifinals on October 29.  state semifinals on October 29.  Photo courtesy of Mike Strasinger.Photo courtesy of Mike Strasinger.

LOOKING GOOD IN GOLD: LOOKING GOOD IN GOLD: Upper School World Languages Teacher Jerard White Upper School World Languages Teacher Jerard White 
and his wife at a Nashville Soccer Club game on May 29th.  and his wife at a Nashville Soccer Club game on May 29th.  Photo courtesy of Jerard WhitePhoto courtesy of Jerard White

“It feels great to be in the “It feels great to be in the 
history books, especially in history books, especially in 
front of our home crowd.”front of our home crowd.”

  - Grizzlies player, De’Anthony Melton 

Tennessee professional sports teams see major success

Two championship titles make their way to Harpeth Hall
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