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News Editors

The usual anticipation that comes with 
going back to school arrives with a degree of 
serious concern this year. With over five million 
COVID-19 cases in the United States, 
schools around the country are forced to 
consider the methods by which reopening 
can occur safely. 

Although the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) reports 
that COVID-19 poses a relatively low 
risk to school-aged children, July saw a 
90% increase in child cases with around 
180,000 children testing positive. 

Amid the increase in cases, schools 
are debating the best ways to re-open. 
Harpeth Hall is set to start on Aug. 19, 
putting into place a hybrid learning model 
that they hope will allow students to return 
to campus safely.  

This plan comes after extensive 
consultation with various local and 
national groups: the Independent Schools of the 
Nashville Area, a local medical advisory board, 
a Metro Nashville education committee and 
the National Coalition of Girls’ Schools, among 
others. These consultations were considered 
along with observations of transitions in learning 
made by schools on the West Coast, along with 
schools in Europe and Asia that have already 
returned. 

Harpeth Hall’s hybrid plan divides the student 
body into two cohorts - gray and green. On the 
days that gray students will attend school, green 
students will engage in coursework at home and 
vice versa.

By attending school on campus on alternating 

days, foot traffic in the hallways will decrease, 
class sizes will be smaller and the risk of infection 
will go down. For days students are not on 
campus, there will be an asynchronous learning 
plan that requires no Zoom meetings. 

How will this work with our seven-day cycle 
in the Upper School? Every numbered day will 
be repeated: Aug. 24 and 25 will both be Day 1s, 
while Aug 26 and 27 will both be Day 2s.

The school has also put into place additional 
precautions, such as installing upgraded 
ventilation systems, putting up tents outside 
to create extra class space, requiring masks for 
students and faculty and adding to classroom 
tech for those opting to go entirely virtual. The 
school also hired an additional nurse. 

“We’re so fortunate in being an independent 
school,” Head of School Jess Hill said, “we can 
make the best plan for our campus.”

On Aug. 17, Montgomery Bell Academy is 

also starting with a hybrid plan. Like Harpeth 
Hall, during the first two weeks there will be five 
days students are on campus and five days they 
are not. Unlike Harpeth Hall, on the off days, 
students are expected to have synchronous work 

with their teachers through Zoom or Google 
Meet. 

“We believe that starting out the 2020-21 
school year in this way maximizes our chances 
of being able to deliver what you expect of us to 
the highest possible degree,” the administration 
team said in a letter to parents found on the MBA 
website. 

Metro Schools throughout Nashville have 
decided to do virtual learning until at least Labor 
Day. Once students return to campus, parents will 
still have the option to continue online schooling. 

“In this virtual learning environment (this 
fall), there will be increased expectations,” 
Director of Schools Adrienne Battle said. “We 

will be assessing. There will be accountability. 
Attendance will be required. We will be providing 
grades

To increase accessibility to online learning, 
Mayor John Cooper pledged to buy 90,000 

netbooks and 17,000 mobile internet 
hotspots for Metro Nashville students. 

 Schools such as the University 
School of Nashville and even Belmont 
University are following suit and starting 
entirely online. Alternatively, Brentwood 
Academy and Ensworth School have 
chosen a full return to campus, while 
taking measures to protect their students 
such as mask mandates and temperature 
checks.

Vanderbilt University is also allowing 
students to fully return to campus, and 
freshmen may live in single-person 
dorms. Masks and a six-feet distance 
is required while on campus, and 
students are strongly urged not to 
travel on weekends. There will be 

no fall break;instead, students will go home at 
Thanksgiving and not return to campus until the 
start of spring semester. 

“As we look forward, every one of us will need 
to fully commit to protecting our collective health 
and well-being as much as possible and play our 
individual part in managing the spread of the 
virus,” Vanderbilt’s incoming chancellor Daniel 
Diermeier and interim chancellor and provost 
Susan Wente said in a letter posted on the school’s 
website. 

Despite the different reopening approaches 
being taken around Nashville, each school has 
a common goal: the safety and wellness of both 
students and faculty.

Schools across Nashville devise reopening plans 

BY MAIA ROARK
News Editor

As Harpeth Hall students return to school 
amidst a pandemic, many changes are taking 
place on campus. Because students are not 
allowed to use locker rooms due to COVID-19, 
students are allowed to wear any 
Harpeth Hall t-shirt to school, 
regardless of whether they have a 
wellness class. Additionally, masks 
will be required, and the Upper 
School administration predicts 
that lunch lines will move at record 
speed. However, none of these 
changes may affect students more 
than the school’s elaborate new club system. 

“We knew we needed a better structure than 
club presidents emailing the Dean of Students 
when they wanted a meeting,” Upper School 
Director Armistead Lemon said. 

“It was really hard to find meeting times, 
sometimes impossible,” Upper School history 
teacher and Logos faculty sponsor Adam 
Wilsman said. 

“Too often, clubs were being forced to meet 
quickly during lunch or not at all. Lunch had 
become just another frantic part of the school 
day instead of what it should be: a time to relax 
with friends.”

With the new schedule, each club has 

been categorized by the frequency by which 
the members meet. With a new seven-day 
community time rotation schedule, weekly 
clubs like ACT Now or Knitting Club will 
have meetings on every Day 3. On Day 5, 
clubs that meet once or twice a month will 
have the chance to gather, like Bibliobears or 
Badminton. 

This new club system has been adjusted to 

accommodate a hybrid learning system due 
to COVID-19. For example, community time 
has been shortened to 55 minutes in order 
to decrease the amount of time that students 
spend in large gatherings. 

While clubs might operate at half-capacity in 

cohorts, there are still creative ways for students 
to congregate. For instance, club leaders have 
the option of meeting on both Day 3s with 
students at home Zooming in to participate. 
Clubs can also choose to alternate meetings 
on the first or second rotation day. Similarly, 
assemblies will alternate on the first and second 
Day 2s. 

While the idea of more community time 

is appealing, students will also be asked only 
to choose one weekly rotation club and only 
a few monthly clubs. While some students 
may not like the restriction, many faculty and 
administrators feel the change is for the best. 

“I believe [meetings] will be more productive 
and meaningful,” Ms. Lemon said. 

Although incoming freshmen 
will never get the experience of 
signing up for ten clubs and never 
attending the meetings, this new 
community time model will allow 
students to pursue their interests 
with relative ease. 

Additionally, new students will 
be choosing their clubs without experiencing a 
traditional club fair day with posters and sign-
up sheets. 

Instead, club leaders have created 
promotional videos to send to students to 
encourage them to join their club. 

“There’s an opportunity for us to be an even 
better school by the time we get out of this,” Ms. 
Lemon said. 

New tiered club structure reimagines HH student activities 

BACK TO SCHOOL: BACK TO SCHOOL: While the Harpeth Hall schedule continues to evolve, a recent iteration of the Community Time schedule had While the Harpeth Hall schedule continues to evolve, a recent iteration of the Community Time schedule had 
students meeting their A-Tier clubs on Day 3s and B-Tier and C-Tier clubs on a rotating basis on Day 5s. Examples of A-Tier clubs include students meeting their A-Tier clubs on Day 3s and B-Tier and C-Tier clubs on a rotating basis on Day 5s. Examples of A-Tier clubs include 
publications like Milestones and clubs like Robotics and Mock Trial. B-Tier clubs include Women in Government and Business & Finance. publications like Milestones and clubs like Robotics and Mock Trial. B-Tier clubs include Women in Government and Business & Finance. 
C-Tier clubs include clubs that traditionally meet less like IMAGINE and Badminton Club. C-Tier clubs include clubs that traditionally meet less like IMAGINE and Badminton Club. Graphic courtesy of Devon Campbell, Editor-in-chief.Graphic courtesy of Devon Campbell, Editor-in-chief.

SO CLOSE, YET SO FAR: SO CLOSE, YET SO FAR: Seniors Janet Briggs and Devon Campbell prepare for a school year of socializing at a distance. Seniors Janet Briggs and Devon Campbell prepare for a school year of socializing at a distance. Photo by Photo by 
Sarah Cook, Editor-in-Chief.Sarah Cook, Editor-in-Chief.
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Dan Polk is a teacher genuinely wants 
to learn from his students during the 
upcoming school year as the new AP 
US Government and Politics and AP US 
History teacher. 

What do you wish to bring to the 
Harpeth Hall community? “I wish to bring 
a student-centered classroom where girls 
will have the opportunity to explore the 
nuances and depth of historical knowledge 
and hopefully just love history and enjoy 
the class.” 

Why did you decide to go into teaching? 
“I was in 4th grade, in Arlington, VA, 
and I had the opportunity to work with 
handicapped preschoolers. I loved working 
with those preschoolers, and I think that 
was really the first see of wanting to be a 
teacher.”

Where did you go to college? Colby 
College in Maine

Where are you from? Arlington, VA.
What’s your favorite ice cream flavor? 

Mint Chocolate Chip 
What’s your favorite historical period? 

“Anything from 1907 to now because it’s 
the time period from my grandmother’s life 
through my own.”

Dan Polk Erin Bennett 
A true cat lover and the newest addition to 

the English department, Erin Bennet is excited 
to connect with her students while sharing her 
compassion for teaching in her English II and 
AP Language and Composition classes. 

What do you wish to bring to HH? “I wish 
to bring warmth and a new fresh perspective, 
and the knowledge that I learned in graduate 
school with different ideas and different texts in 
the spirit of warmth and innovation.”

What inspired you to be a teacher? “In first 
grade when I was an Irish dancer, and during 
recess, I would get my friends together and 
make them worksheets. I think it was always a 
natural feeling, and I continued to teach during 
college and after college in India, France, and 
the US, and it’s always what I go back to because 
I feel like I’m my best self when teaching.”

Where are you from? Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin

What’s a fun fact about you? “I really love 

cats, so much that I have three, and I have 
tattoos of them.” 

What’s your biggest fear? “Leaving the world 
without having contributed to it positively.” 

What’s your favorite historical period? 
The 1960s and 70s Pemberton 

Heath 

Pemberton Heath, an advocate for 
social justice, hopes to tie in modern-
day problems to her AP Statistics and 
Precalculus classes.

Pen or pencil? “Pencil. I’m a math 
teacher.”

What is your favorite sports team? 
UVA Basketball

Why did you decide to go into 
teaching? “I tried finance. I tried med 

school, and there was just like a magnet 
between classrooms and my body. And I 
just kept getting pulled back to it... I love 
learning. The great thing about being a 
teacher is that you’re always learning. 
You’re learning new features of the 
content, but you’re also learning about 
your students.”

If you could live in any historical 
period which one you choose? ‘60s civil 
rights movement

What is your favorite TV show? 
Friends

Do you like country music? “Sort of. I 
like the older country music like I grew 
up with the Dixie Chicks. But newer 
country music, I’m not into. And by 
newer, I mean the past 15 years.”

What is your favorite band/artist? The 
Avett Brothers

Martha Elrod 
An avid Commodores fan, Martha Elrod 

is excited to return to Harpeth Hall to teach 
Geometry and Algebra I after previously 
substituting at the school. 

What do you wish to bring to the Harpeth 
Hall community? ”Just helping each student 
be able to realize their potential and grow in 
whatever area that may be, whether it’s in 
the classroom or through a sport or through 
different clubs.”

Maureen 
Aguilar

Raised in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, 
Maureen Aguilar is the newest addition to the 
Foreign Languages Department as the teacher 
of Upper School Spanish III Honors and 
Spanish IV. 

What is your favorite movie? “The 
Notebook. That movie makes me sob all over 
again. It just moves all of your emotions.”

What do you wish to bring to the HH 
community? “I hope to bring so much hope, 
happiness and strength to this beautiful, 
female community...My core is a passion for 
diversity and welcoming ideas. I want that to 
be felt in my classroom and wherever I go.”

Why did you decide to go into teaching? “I 
have always wanted to be a teacher. I started 
preparing myself, studying and I was given a 
shot to teach. I fell in love with it and I want to 
be doing it for the rest of my life”. 

What is your favorite book? Dear Madam 
President: An Open Letter to the Women 

Who Will Run the World by Jennifer Palmieri
If you could live in any historical period 

which one would it be? “The 1940s and 1950s. 
The rise of women and the statement that 
clothes had during that time are two of the 
things that I love the most.” 

If you could describe yourself to Harpeth 
Hall in one sentence, what would you say?: “I 
am a strong Afro-Latina committed to seek 
joy and lead with empathy.” 

Samantha 
O’Connor

Fan of the popular TV show, “Friends,” 
Harpeth Hall’s new chemistry teacher 
Samantha O’Conner identifies most with 
character Monica Geller (played by actress 

Courtney Cox). 
What is your favorite aspect of Nashville?: 

“I think my favorite thing about Nashville 
is that it is a big city in a small town. You 
have tons of things to do and in all of these 
unique neighborhoods. I really appreciate the 
diversity.”

What are you most excited for this year? “I 
am most excited to meet my students and even 
students that I don’t have. That is my favorite 
part of teaching: getting to meet new kids.”

Are you a fan of country music?: 
“Absolutely yes! Especially 90s country...Shania 
Twain, Martina McBride and the Chicks.”

What do you wish to bring to the HH 
community? “I hope to bring bubbly, fun 
energy that makes everyone feel seen and 
welcomed. Not even just in my classroom, 
but also in conversations. I hope that I can add 
lighthearted energy that makes everyone feel 
welcomed and included.”

Favorite Broadway musical?: “”Hamilton”, 
without a doubt! It is phenomenal.”

If you could describe yourself to Harpeth 
Hall in one sentence, what would you say? 
“I am a yellow labrador-loving educator who 
is excited to meet and grow alongside new 
people.”

BY NEVA BASS, LENA QIAN & PRIYANKA CHIGULURI 
Features Editors 

Get to know 
the new Upper 

School teachers

CAT LOVERCAT LOVER::Erin Bennett  sits smiles on her deck Erin Bennett  sits smiles on her deck 
in 12 South in Aug., awaiting the school year in 12 South in Aug., awaiting the school year 
ahead.ahead. Photo courtesy of Erin Bennett.  Photo courtesy of Erin Bennett. 

MATH TEACHER OFF DUTY MATH TEACHER OFF DUTY ::Upper School math Upper School math 
teacher Pemberton Heath mountain bikes with her teacher Pemberton Heath mountain bikes with her 
sister in Colorado over the summer.  sister in Colorado over the summer.  Photo courtesy of Photo courtesy of 
Pemberton Heath.Pemberton Heath.

FRIENDLY FACE: FRIENDLY FACE: Maureen Aguilar joins the Maureen Aguilar joins the 
Upper School world langauges department after Upper School world langauges department after 
spending her summer in Coloradospending her summer in Colorado. . Photo courtesy of Photo courtesy of 
Maureen Aguilar. Maureen Aguilar. 

PUPPY PAL: PUPPY PAL: New chemistry teacher Samantha New chemistry teacher Samantha 
O’Connor takes her dog, Maisie, to the lake in June O’Connor takes her dog, Maisie, to the lake in June 
2020. 2020. Photo courtesy of Samantha O’Connor. Photo courtesy of Samantha O’Connor. 

SAN FRAN NATIVE: SAN FRAN NATIVE: new Upper School history new Upper School history 
teacher Dan Polk smiles near his home in San teacher Dan Polk smiles near his home in San 
Francisco, California. Francisco, California. PHoto courtesy of Dan Polk. PHoto courtesy of Dan Polk. 

What is your favorite Broadway musical? 
Hamilton

What is your favorite thing about 
Nashville? “Even though it’s been growing so 
much, I still feel like you can get a small town 
feel but yet the positive aspects of living in a big 
city. And I love just all the parks that we have 
here as well that are just so close and easy to 
get to.”

What is your favorite ice cream flavor?: 
Chocolate

Why did you decide to go into teaching? “I 
think just the joy of being able to help someone 
when they don’t understand a topic or being 
able to introduce a topic so that they can 
understand it, and again, it takes on a life of its 
own just being able to teach other people.”

READY TO HELPREADY TO HELP: : New math teacher New math teacher 
Martha Elrod enjoys a Christmas party in Martha Elrod enjoys a Christmas party in 
December. December. Photo courtesy of Martha Elrod.Photo courtesy of Martha Elrod.
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BY AVA SJURSEN
Arts & Entertainment Editor

On June 17, a segment aired during 
Fox News’s “The Laura Ingraham Show” 
that chided Harpeth Hall for its decision 
to cancel the annual George Washington 
celebration. Mere seconds later, Harpeth 
Hall was already in the eye of a brewing 
Twitter storm. The school was criticized for 
‘caving to the ideals of leftists’, and ‘blatantly 
disregarding history.’

These tweets were in response to the 
perception that George Washington was 
to be erased from the school curriculum 
entirely, which 
was hinted at 
in an article in 
the Tennessee 
Star, which was 
the original 
source used 
by Fox News. 
The school was 
also criticized for making the change merely 
to appease the growing Black Lives Matter 
movement.  

These accusations are one example 
of a major issue with our media today: 
sensationalizing scenarios to sell a story to 
the general public. Moreover, uninformed 
supporters on both the right and left often 
spread this information when it appeals to 
their confirmation bias, or preconceived 
notions supporting their preferred side. 

While the timing of our school’s decision 
did coincide with the current Black Lives 
Matter protests, there was no mention in 
these tweets that the idea of abolishing the 
celebration had been discussed for many 
years. 

“Four or five years ago, I started having 
some conversations with the former Head 
of School, Ann Teaff, and with Dr. Balmer 
as well,” Head of School Jess Hill said. “I 
wasn’t spearheading those conversations, 

necessarily, because I was in the Upper 
School.” 

Mrs. Hill was serving as Upper School 
Director at the time.

“We moved into the Athletic and Wellness 
Center in Feb. 2014, there was more talk 
about whether we were going to continue 
doing [the celebration], with a little bit more 
of a rumble then. When I returned, if I were 
going to list some of the things that I knew 
I was going to give attention to, right as I 
started, I would’ve said [the celebration] was 
on that list.” Mrs. Hill said. 

Clearly, the effort had been introduced 
long before 
the murder 
of George 
Floyd and the 
ensuing protests. 
Furthermore, 
in her letter 
to the school 
community on 

June 16, Mrs. Hill clarified that the decision 
was made months prior but due to the 
efforts combating COVID-19, she could not 
share this consensus with the board until 
June 3. 

The false notion that George Washington 
would be removed from curriculum entirely 
further angered conservatives and other 
right-leaning challengers of the Black Lives 
Matters movement all over the country, who 
overwhelmingly had never previously heard 
of Harpeth Hall. 

Due to the desire of television news 
networks to give viewers a provocative 
headline, it is unsurprising that Fox News 
would not provide the necessary context. 
After all, the removal of our founding 
president from the school curriculum would 
be radical. However, George Washington 
and his fellow founding fathers are just as 
alive in the school’s teachings today as they 
were before the retirement of the pageant. 

 It is vital as 
consumers of the 
media to recognize 
sensationalized 
news as a problem 
in society today. 
Not only does it 
give misleading 
information about 
an event, but it 
also feeds into 
confirmation bias. 

For instance, 
earlier this year, 
Tennessee Governor 
Bill Lee signed a bill 
that ensured the state 
government could 
not refuse to fund a 
religious adoption 
agency due to their 
alignment with faith-
based principles. 

While the 
argument in favor 
of church and state 
separation was 
more practical in 
countering this bill, 
some critics of the 
legislation falsely 
labeled it as the  
“anti-LGBT” bill. Governor Lee was met 
with thousands of hate messages by people 
who had read no further than the headline. 

If we do not check our confirmation bias, 
we, as a country, are susceptible to attacks of 
“fake news” from sources both foreign and 
domestic. 

In 2016, a man entered a Washington 
D.C. pizza restaurant dubbed ‘Comet Ping 
Pong” with an AR- 15 because he heard that 
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton was 
sexually abusing children in the basement 
of the establishment. When the origin of 

this story was tracked, it was discovered that 
the source was rooted in Russia, and it was 
completely false.

 Whether it is purposely misleading as 
a strategy to gain readers and viewers or 
falsified to further our country’s divide, fake 
news plagues the nation during all major 
national events. 

“Our best weapon against these attacks is 
to have an informed, educated citizenship 
that will vote,” Mrs. Hill said. 

It is our duty as the next generation of 
voters to make sure we know the difference 
between erasing a pageant and a president. 

BY HALLIE GRAHAM & MACY RICHARDS
Opinions Editors

Before Spring Break, Harpeth Hall 
girls were laughing and squealing with 
excitement. Faculty bade students and fellow 
teachers goodbye, imagining the farewells 
would be short-lived. Little did the members 
of our community know, the hiatus would 
end over five-and-a-half months later, on the 
first day of the next school year: Aug.19. 

 After the challenges of distance learning 
and the abnormal summer vacation, 
students and faculty are ready to get back 
on campus. Administrators have created a 
comprehensive and effective strategy for the 
reopening of campus that will strive for the 
healthiest and safest start to the school year. 

Until Labor Day, the student body is split 
into two cohorts: gray and green. This plan 
is starkly different from the distance learning 
of the spring. 

This system was a challenge for students 
and teachers alike. Due to technology 
malfunctions,  Harpeth Hall’s online school 
was more of a source of confusion than 
an impressive showcase of our school’s 
adaptability. 

 “I found it hard when directions were not 
clear,” sophomore Alice Wilbanks said. “We 
had to wait for an email from our teacher 
if we were confused about anything. The 
portrayal of misunderstanding is next to 
impossible over Zoom.” 

 “I missed the social aspect that distance 
learning was not able to offer,” sophomore 
Lailah Rucker said. “We have our phones to 
keep connected, but it was not the same.” 

The fifth-grade class will be on campus 
every day. This newest class of Honeybears 
has only 62 members. They should have 
the same new and exciting start to middle 
school, regardless of the pandemic. 

According to the Commonwealth Fund, 
students aged ten and under are less likely to 
transmit the virus at the same rate as older 
children and adults. 

The least experienced students should 
have an in-person start, as it is more 
challenging to adapt to a new online 
learning environment compounded with 
Harpeth Hall’s rigorous curriculum. 

The main concern is the school’s 
ability to control the virus, a task which 
most reopened schools have not yet 
accomplished. Encouragingly, Harpeth 
Hall’s policies are stricter than schools that 
have failed at safely opening. 

In Canton, Georgia’s Cherokee County 
School district, schools opened on Aug. 3, 
despite a spike in COVID-19 cases. Less 
than 24 hours later, parents received letters 
reporting newly confirmed cases.

In a message from the superintendent, 
59 cases were confirmed among students 
and faculty in 
Canton. The 
cases spiked 
because, while 
masks were 
provided, they 
were not required to wear face coverings. 

Faculty were only required to wear masks 
when they were within six feet of students. 
According to the district’s webpage, social 
distancing was deemed “not possible in 
some areas,” meaning that unmasked 
children were close to one another for an 
entire day before school closures began.

Harpeth Hall’s policies are more durable 
and careful than those of most other schools. 
Our school requires students to bring two 
masks per day and even provides face shields 
to students if necessary for certain activities. 

Harpeth Hall has set up tented outdoor 
classrooms with spaced tables and plexiglass 
shields to separate individual workspaces. 
These areas create an open-air environment 
aimed at making the community more 

comfortable while remaining safe. 
Harpeth Hall is employing the same 

practices as successful schools abroad. 
Likewise, Swiss schools reduced class sizes 
by 50%. According to the Commonwealth 
Fund, Japan and Germany have employed 
the ‘alternating day’ method, and have been 
successful. Harpeth Hall’s cohort system 
should be just as successful. 

“We leaned pretty heavily on independent 
schools around the country.” Upper School 
Director Armistead Lemon said. 

A faculty and staff task force was soon 
gathered to create 
a safe opening 
plan and ensure 
all departments 
were represented. 
Clearly, 

administration has worked hard to devise an 
effective plan. 

“We are all incredibly fortunate and 
privileged to be a part of a community with 
amazing leaders who put our health and 
wellbeing at the forefront of all that we do, 
without compromising the quality of girls’ 
education,” Spanish teacher Bela Herring 
said.

While girls will miss their friends in the 
opposite cohort, this meticulously devised 
system is the best choice for our school and 
community. 

It provides safety, complies with the 
national CDC guidelines, and is an 
intermediate between two extremes: going 
back to campus full time unsafely, or 
continuing ineffective distance learning. 

Furor over pageant highlights confirmation bias 

Harpeth Hall gets it right with careful reopening plans

A LONG TRADITION: A LONG TRADITION: Since the 1920s, Harpeth Hall has celebrated the Since the 1920s, Harpeth Hall has celebrated the 
presidency of George Washington with the George Washington Celebration. presidency of George Washington with the George Washington Celebration. 
This summer, Harpeth Hall has cancelled the long-standing tradition, citing This summer, Harpeth Hall has cancelled the long-standing tradition, citing 
its being out-of-line with Harpeth Hall’s desire for greater inclusivity. its being out-of-line with Harpeth Hall’s desire for greater inclusivity. Photo Photo 
courtesy of Harpeth Hall’s Facebook page.courtesy of Harpeth Hall’s Facebook page.

“If we do not check our confirmation “If we do not check our confirmation 
bias, we, as a country, are susceptible bias, we, as a country, are susceptible 
to attacks of ‘fake news’ from sources to attacks of ‘fake news’ from sources 
both foreign and domestic.”both foreign and domestic.”

“Harpeth Hall’s policies are more “Harpeth Hall’s policies are more 
durable than those of most other durable than those of most other 
schools.”schools.”

PARTITIONS PROMISE TO PROTECT: PARTITIONS PROMISE TO PROTECT: 
Harpeth Hall has set up tents  with tables, Harpeth Hall has set up tents  with tables, 
chairs, and plexiglass dividers across campus. chairs, and plexiglass dividers across campus. 
Photo by Mia Corts, Photography Editor.Photo by Mia Corts, Photography Editor.
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BY KATHLEEN KERR
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Since Aug. 4, Harpeth Hall and MBA 
students have been rehearsing this fall’s 
MBA show “Frankenstein,” but this year 
things have looked different in order to 
keep students and audience members 
safe.

The play is based on the classic novel 
“Frankenstein” by Mary Shelley. Scientist 
Victor Frankenstein tries to create a new 
species, but instead, he creates a monster. 
The monster, shunned by Frankenstein 
and humankind, wants revenge.

Harpeth Hall and MBA annually 
take turns choosing and hosting the 
musical. MBA has decided that instead 
of a musical, this year’s production 
will be a play. Director Cal Fuller 
chose “Frankenstein” to create a safer 
environment for cast members. 

The show has a cast of only ten people 
as opposed to about 30 students who 
usually participate in the fall musical. 

Additionally, many scenes only require 
two or three people on stage, and the 
blocking on stage ensures characters are 
farther apart from each other compared 
to a normal production. 

While the distance between the 
characters is important because of 
COVID-19 and social distancing 

guidelines, it has enhanced aspects of the 
plot as well.

“Victor Frankenstein and a lot of the 
other characters don’t actually show as 
much remorse for other people, so they 
don’t have to be as close to people to 
convey their emotions,” Stage Manager 
Frances Bradford said.

Besides the show choice, MBA has 
taken additional precautions to ensure 
the safety of students during practice. 

Students are required to wear masks and 
gloves, and as few students as possible 
attend practices.

The show’s presentation will be 
different from previous years. There will 
be a smaller audience, and those present 
will be spaced out with seats between 
each person. 

The cast is planning on having 
four shows, but a smaller audience 
will experience the show in person. 
The show is also being filmed in case 
the conditions due to COVID-19 are 
changed, and it cannot be performed for 
a live audience.

Even with the changes to ensure safety, 
the audience can expect an interesting 
show. 

“An interesting thing that we’re doing 
as part of ‘Frankenstein’ is we actually 
have this guy named Eric coming in to 
help work stage combat,” Bradford said. 

“There is a lot of death on stage. Like 
three or four people die throughout the 
show. We’re having stage combat one day 
which I think is going to be really fun. 
There’s going to be fake blood and stuff. 
It’s going to be really dramatic.”

See Rachel Hinchey, Mary Alice 
Pierce, Veronica Pierce and Julia Rose on 
Sept. 10 and 11 at 6:30 p.m, Sept. 12 at 7 
p.m or Sept. 13 at 2 p.m.

BY AVA CASSIDY
Arts & Entertainment Editor

In 2020, many people have turned 
to Netflix and Spotify to cure their 
quarantine blues. But thankfully - and 
perhaps unexpectedly - many creators 
have found ways to work within the new 
normal of the world of COVID-19. From 
horror movies like “Host” to Taylor Swift’s 
new album “Folklore,” many creators have 
been hard at work. 

“Host” was released on the streaming 
platform Shudder at the end 
of July. It tells the story of a 
group of friends who, on their 
weekly Zoom meeting during 
the lockdown, invite a medium 
to help them perform a virtual 
seance. 

The night does not go well, 
slowly evolving into a living 
nightmare, and the six friends 
begin to wonder if they will 
survive the night. 

“Really, we had this great 
opportunity to freak people out 
with something that’s become 
part of their daily routine,” 
Director Rob Savage said in an 
interview with NPR, “because 
this is how so many of us have 
been communicating over the 
past few months.” 

The movie was filmed entirely in 
quarantine and was compliant with social 
distancing guidelines. 

Savage heavily encouraged the cast to 
improvise. Oftentimes, sections would be 
pre-filmed, then presented to the other 
actors in the scene in order to capture 
their genuine reactions. Actors were 
also in charge of their own cameras and 
lighting. 

As in any horror film, there were plenty 
of stunts that needed to be filmed. Instead 
of filming the scene and stunts on a lot or 
filming location, actors were told to film 
scenes and leave out any stunts. The stunt 
performer would then set up a camera in 
his or her house, dress up as the character 
and perform the stunt. 

These shots would be edited together 
and appeared the same as if they were 
filmed before COVID-19.

Netflix recently released content 
that was produced in spring 2020. 
“Homemade” is a collection of 17 short 
films from the minds of filmmakers all 
over the world. 

Creators like Rachel Morrison, Maggie 
Gyllenhaal and Kristen Stewart filmed 
shorts using only the equipment they had 
available at home. 

The content ranges from science fiction 
to romance to an in-depth look at a 
filmmaker’s life in quarantine with family. 
The filmmakers hail from all over the 
world, including Mali, Chile, Germany, 
Lebanon, China, the US and more.

The project was spearheaded by Pablo 
Larrain, a Chilean filmmaker. 

“It’s like doing a dinner party but only 
cooking with what you have at home,” 
Larrain said in an interview with The 
Guardian. “You have to be very creative.” 

Creative indeed--the only guidelines 
given to creators were to keep a time limit 
of roughly 10 minutes and to maintain a 
PG-13 rating on content. 

Movies and short films were not the 
only new content released. On July 24, 
singer Taylor Swift surprised fans with 

a new album titled “Folklore.” Swift 
used Instagram to announce the album’s 
release.

“Before this year I probably would’ve 
overthought when to release this music at 
the ‘perfect’ time,” Swift said. “The times 
we’re living in keep reminding me that 
nothing is guaranteed. My gut is telling 
me that if you make something you love, 
you should just put it out into the world.”

Along with producing an entire album, 
Swift also directed a music video for the 

song “cardigan.” 
A medical inspector was 

present during filming to 
ensure everyone followed CDC 
guidelines of wearing masks 
and social distancing. “I even 
did my own hair, makeup, and 
styling,” Swift said. 

Many fans have speculated 
that “Folklore” is a break-up 
album, wondering if Swift and 
her boyfriend of 3 years, Joe 
Alwyn, had broken off their 
relationship. Swift, however, has 
commented that the album is a 
mix of both fantasy and reality.

Swift’s inspiration for the 
album came from seemingly 
unlikely places, including 
the story of her grandfather 

landing at Guadalcanal during World 
War II. She tried to put herself into the 
perspectives of characters created from 
images and visuals. 

“In isolation, my imagination has 
run wild and this album is the result, a 
collection of songs and stories that flowed 
like a stream of consciousness. Picking up 
a pen was my way of escaping into fantasy, 
history, and memory,” Swift said in a letter 
to fans. 

“I’ve told these stories to the best of 
my ability with all the love, wonder, and 
whimsy they deserve. Now it’s up to you 
to pass them down.”

Although the global pandemic limits 
creators’ abilities to release content, many 
have found groundbreaking ways to work 
with the “new normal.” 
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MBA and HH take on “Frankenstein”

DR. FRANKENSTEIN BONKING: DR. FRANKENSTEIN BONKING: Clip from Clip from 
“Frankenstein,” a film directed by James Whale in “Frankenstein,” a film directed by James Whale in 
1931. 1931. Photo courtesy of Universal Pictures.Photo courtesy of Universal Pictures.

Entertainment options abound despite pandemic

CYBER SPOOK: CYBER SPOOK: A screenshot from the virtually produced horror film “Host” A screenshot from the virtually produced horror film “Host” Photo Photo 
courtesy of Shudder.courtesy of Shudder.
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Teams adapt to new world of masks and distance
BY GEORGIA ELDER & RILEY KATE 
HIGGINS
Sports Editors

Since March, many Americans have 
been deprived of their favorite pastime: 
sports. Whether watching the World 
Series, betting on a promising March 
Madness Bracket, or playing a spring 
sport on a high school, collegiate, or 
professional level, plans changed due to 
the outbreak of the coronavirus. 

When sports were first called off, a 
meme that surfaced of a Northwestern 
fan crying over the score of an NCAA 
basketball game against Gonzaga 
with the caption, “Today, we’re all 
the Northwestern fan kid crying 
#MarchSadness,” became overwhelmingly 
popular because it summed up people’s 
reactions to a world without sports.

After a long summer of watching 
reruns of old sports games and practicing 
individually, the anxiously anticipated fall 
sports season has finally come. 

The question remains: how should fall 
sports proceed without putting people - 
spectators, coaches, players - in danger of 
exposure to COVID-19? 

For many Harpeth Hall students, 
sports are an escape and a way to connect 
with the teammates around them while 
running, kicking or spiking their energy 
out. 

This year is no exception, but new rules 
surrounding player safety and COVID-19 
hover over every fall sport and remind 
the players of the seemingly everlasting 

pandemic. 
With futures unclear, fall sports like 

soccer, cheerleading, volleyball, golf 
and cross country have started socially 
distanced practices. 

Each sport will approach their fall 
seasons differently, which means fewer 
spectators, postponed seasons, non-
contact practices and smaller teams, to 
name a few. 

While some national college sports 
leagues - such as NCAA football -  lean 
towards postponing until the spring, high 
school athletics are a ‘go’ in Tennessee. 

At Harpeth Hall, all athletes will be 
able to play in the fall with some minor 

restrictions. For high school JV sports, 
athletes will come to practice on their 
gray and green cohort days on campus. 
They will play in intrasquad scrimmages 
instead of games against other schools 
until Nashville reassesses the situation 
after labor day. 

For on-campus varsity sports, teams 
practice together for an hour-and-a-half 
in the late afternoons after each player’s 
temperature is checked, and hands and 
equipment are sanitized. 

For all sports, players must wear masks 
on sidelines and walking to and from the 
field or court between practices. 

Varsity teams will participate in games 

in the Division II-AA Region to be 
eligible for state tournaments. Most likely, 
there will be fewer teams in the region 
competing; therefore, teams should 
expect fewer games or meets during the 
regular season. 

Distancing rules will affect contact 
sports the most because significant 
portions of each sport will be impossible 
with social distancing regulations, 
including stunting in cheer, blocking 
in volleyball and aggressive defense in 
soccer. 

Distancing also prevents the usual 
comradery, including high fives and 
celebration hugs that come with 
supporting a teammate in any sport. 

“We have to fill the time usually 
spent on stunting with other drills or 
more dancing,” MBA cheerleader and 
sophomore Phebe Foley said. 

“It’s going to affect our performance in-
season too because most of our sideline 
performance includes stunting.” 

As for volleyball, “The 6 feet apart rule 
is very hard, especially because we’re 
blocking up against each other and high-
fiving everyone when we do a good job, 
so it’s kind of hard to avoid” sophomore 
and volleyball player Lucy McNally said.

To read more 
about non-contact 
sports and spectator 
rules for the fall 
season, check 
out the extended 
LogosNow article. 

How fall sports are implementing new guidelines to keep athletes safe and healthy

MASK, SET, SPIKE: MASK, SET, SPIKE: Volleyball players social distancing during practice at Harpeth Hall on Thursday Aug. 13, Volleyball players social distancing during practice at Harpeth Hall on Thursday Aug. 13, 
2020 2020 Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor.Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor.

Lucas makes triumphant return to the soccer field
Coach Meggie Lucas rejoins Upper School varsity soccer team after six-year hiatus
BY TORI MCDERMOTT
Sports Editor

The drills are sketched 
out, the cones are laid on 
the field and the soccer 
balls are piled up. The 
soccer season has officially 
begun, and the new head 
varsity soccer coach, 
Meggie Lucas, is ready to 
play! 

Following the 2019-
2020 school year, Coach 
Lucas stepped up to the 
position of varsity coach 
after the previous varsity 
coach, Jeannie Pisano, 
stepped down. What makes 
Coach Lucas unique to the 
program is that this is her 
second time being the head 
coach after she had to step 
down six years ago to prioritize getting 
her master’s degree. 

Now, she’s back with both new and old 
strategies, especially amidst the chaos of 
the global Covid-19 pandemic.

Although she may be a new face to 
the incoming freshmen, Coach Lucas is 
familiar to the Harpeth Hall community 
and many of the players as she is the chair 
of the history department in the Middle 
School and also served as the head coach 
for the Middle School 7th and 8th-grade 
team. 

As she is a familiar face to the Harpeth 
Hall campus, Coach Lucas is eager about 
the season and is excited to work with the 
Upper School girls once again. 

“I love working with the Upper School 
girls in addition to the middle school girls 

and it’s not always about soccer to me. 
It’s about coaching … I’ve missed it a lot,” 
Coach Lucas said.

However, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has forced Coach Lucas to be creative in 
the ways that 
she trains the 
team, especially 
in these few 
preliminary 
weeks that 
set up the 
fundamental skills for the rest of the 
season.

“One of the positive sides of all of 
this is it’s forcing us to work on those 
fundamental skills as well as positioning 
on the field,” Coach Lucas said. 

Despite the challenges that COVID-19 
has posed for fall sports, and especially 

contact sports, Coach Lucas sees this time 
as an opportunity to focus on the baseline 
skills that do not involve contact. 

With the fast pace of summer pre-
season, it is not typical to spend the 

majority of the 
team’s energy 
on simple 
skills, such 
as dribbling, 
passing and 
shooting. 

Given the limiting circumstances, players 
can improve their technique so that, if 
a more physical play is introduced with 
inter-scholar competition, the players 
are able to perform the simple ball skills 
without the stress of a defender. 

“You really have to rethink the way you 
would normally do things … it’s a little 

more challenging, but that 
doesn’t mean it can’t be 
done,” Coach Lucas said.

The pandemic certainly 
poses a challenge, but 
Coach Lucas is looking 
at the silver lining of the 
situation. She sees what 
the available options are in 
terms of training for soccer 
and she makes the most of 
them, while also keeping 
everyone safe. 

In addition to the 
competitive piece, Coach 
Lucas loves coaching 
because soccer provides 
players with an escape and 
a sense of purpose.

“Coach Lucas has done a 
great job of mixing JV and 
Varsity to create a full team. 

It is really helpful to do drills and stretch 
with people of other skill levels. It helps 
JV get better and makes us closer as a 
team,” senior soccer player Georgia Elder 
said.

Although the start of the season 
appears to be much different than in 
years past, Coach Lucas believes it will 
be a good experience for the girls to be 
a part of something concrete in such 
unpredictable and abnormal times. 

Overall, Coach Lucas wants to create an 
outlet for the players on the soccer team 
amidst the chaos. Although the chances 
of competing at the same intensity as 
prior years is unlikely, Coach Lucas still 
wants to make the most of the season 
so that the players can feel like they are 
putting in their all. 

HUDDLE UP: HUDDLE UP: Upper School varsity soccer coach, Ms. Lucas, leads warm ups at Harpeth Hall on Thursday, Aug. 13. Upper School varsity soccer coach, Ms. Lucas, leads warm ups at Harpeth Hall on Thursday, Aug. 13. Photo by Georgia Elder, Sports Editor.Photo by Georgia Elder, Sports Editor.

“You really have to rethink the way “You really have to rethink the way 
you normally do things.”you normally do things.”

Ms. Meggie Lucas
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COVID Summer: COVID Summer: 
Teacher SpotlightTeacher Spotlight

How did our heroes of the Hall How did our heroes of the Hall 
spend their timespend their time six feet apart?six feet apart?

“I ate a lot of s’mores with my kids. Mr. “I ate a lot of s’mores with my kids. Mr. 
Abraham and his wife bought me some Abraham and his wife bought me some 
vegetarian marshmallows so I could vegetarian marshmallows so I could 

enjoy them too!”enjoy them too!”

Dr. Wilsman Dr. Wilsman 

Dr. JacobsDr. Jacobs
“I became a professional “I became a professional 
baby-wrangler.”baby-wrangler.”

Mr. JonesMr. Jones

Mr. AbrahamMr. Abraham

Mrs. Meltesen Mrs. Meltesen 

“I raced a motorcycle around the track “I raced a motorcycle around the track 
at the National Corvette Museum.”at the National Corvette Museum.”

“I read Kendi’s book on “I read Kendi’s book on 
Antirascism,  started a herb Antirascism,  started a herb 
garden, and learned to cut garden, and learned to cut 
my own hair.”my own hair.”

“I turned my brown “I turned my brown 
thumb green--as well as thumb green--as well as 
orange and purple.”orange and purple.”




