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COVID-19 vaccines enter final testing stages
BY OLIVIA MAJORS
News Editor

Over one year after COVID-19 first 
appeared in Wuhan, China, a possible end 
to the pandemic may be in sight. With 
the release of preliminary data by two 
vaccine development companies, Pfizer 
and Moderna, scientists are cautiously 
optimistic about our future in combating 
COVID-19. 

    Pfizer and its German partner 
BioNTech released a statement on Nov. 
18 stating that its coronavirus vaccine was 
95% effective with no serious side effects. 
After testing over 43,000 people, Pfizer 
concluded that the vaccine’s effectiveness 
spans different races, ethnicities, genders 
and age groups. With data indicating 
that the vaccine will help prevent mild to 
serious cases of COVID-19, this vaccine’s 
development exhibits a historic milestone 
and scientific breakthrough after a record-
breaking eight months of research and 
trials. 

     On Dec. 2, the United Kingdom 
became the first country to approve the 
Pfizer vaccine for emergency use. The U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
is expected to follow suit in the coming 
weeks, with the FDA’s Vaccines and Related 
Biological Products Advisory Committee 
scheduled to review Pfizer’s vaccine on Dec. 
10. 

“We have the gold standard of a 
regulatory approach with the FDA. The 
U.K. did not do it as carefully and they got 
a couple of days ahead,” Director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases Dr. Anthony Fauci said. “I don’t 
think that makes much difference. We’ll be 
there. We’ll be there very soon.”

The Pfizer vaccine consists of two 
separate injections administered 21 days 
apart. It requires special transportation 
and equipment to keep the vaccine at 
the necessary temperature of negative 
94 degrees Fahrenheit. To address the 

distribution challenges regarding these 
storage requirements, Pfizer launched 
their own pilot delivery program for their 
experimental vaccine in Tennessee, Rhode 
Island, Texas and New Mexico. 

“We are hopeful that results from this 
vaccine delivery pilot will serve as the 
model for other U.S. states and international 
governments, as they prepare to implement 

effective COVID-19 vaccine programs,” 
Pfizer said in a statement on Nov. 16. 

    Although Pfizer and BioNTech 
refused government funding for vaccine 
development, they agreed to a large-scale 
production and delivery deal with the U.S. 
government worth up to $1.95 billion. 
According to the Department of Health and 
Human Services, this deal ensures an initial 
100 million doses of the vaccine, with the 
option to purchase 500 million more. 

    Each dose of the Pfizer vaccine will 
cost $20, over ten dollars less than other 
pharmaceutical companies are forecasting 
for their vaccines.

    The U.S. biotechnology firm Moderna 

has been a fierce competitor of Pfizer in 
the race for a vaccine. On Nov. 16, the 
firm stated that preliminary trial data has 
proven its vaccine to be over 94% effective. 
Consisting of two vaccines injected four 
weeks apart, Moderna’s candidate can be 
stored at negative four degrees Fahrenheit, a 
warmer temperature than Pfizer’s, but also 
comes with a heftier price tag; the vaccine 

could cost from $32 to $37 per dose. 
    Moderna estimates approximately 20 

million doses of the vaccine ready to ship to 
the U.S. by the end of the year. If Moderna 
remains on track with their manufacturing 
schedule, they expect to produce between 
500 million and 1 billion doses globally in 
2021, committing to supply the U.S. with 
100 million doses. 

    Following FDA approval, Pfizer and 
Moderna have estimated that they will have 
a combined 45 million doses, enough for 
22.5 million Americans, by January 2021. 
Industry analysts remain optimistic that 
the companies will provide hundreds of 
millions of doses of the vaccines by next 

spring. 
The Advisory Committee on 

Immunization Practices, an independent 
subset of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), prioritized 
healthcare workers and residents of long-
term care facilities in the first phase of 
vaccine distribution. 

    Beyond the first phase, the next 
demographic for recipients of the vaccine 
has yet to be determined. According to 
Dr. Fauci, healthy young adults will likely 
start receiving the vaccine in April of 2021. 
Children, who are not included in many of 
the early vaccine trials, will likely be among 
the last to receive the vaccine. States have 
the power to delegate which groups get 
precedence for the vaccine. 

“As of right now, and this could change, 
in Tennessee, teachers will be in an ‘essential 
worker’ category, so that will be a change 
we see here at school,” Harpeth Hall Public 
Purpose Coordinator Dr. Jessie Adams said. 
“If teachers feel more comfortable coming 
to school, feel that they’re protected, that 
stabilizes things a bit.”

No safety concerns have been reported in 
the preliminary vaccine trials, and intensive 
safety monitoring will continue after 
vaccines begin to be used; however, many 
U.S. citizens may still be hesitant to receive a 
new vaccine. 

“It’s counterproductive to talk about 
requiring or forcing, so the question is 
how we help as many people as possible 
understand that [the vaccines] are safe, and 
that they are effective,” Dr. Adams said. 

As U.S. cases continue to soar, and 
hospital availability continues to decline, 
these vaccine developments are providing 
hope for many. 

“This is a significant development, but 
the pandemic will not end overnight,” 
Dr. Adams said. “We will see meaningful 
change toward a more normal set of 
operations, but that change will be slow and 
it will move in phases.”

Unconventional election leads to contested results

THE RACE FOR A VACCINE THE RACE FOR A VACCINE Pfizer and Moderna are the first pharmaceutical companies to develop a largely Pfizer and Moderna are the first pharmaceutical companies to develop a largely 
effective vaccine against COVID-19. effective vaccine against COVID-19. Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.

BY MAIA ROARK
News Editor

As with anything that has taken place 
in 2020, the U.S. presidential election was 
far from ordinary. Despite a continual 
flow of unsubstantiated accusations from 
incumbent President Donald Trump that 
the election was rigged due to widespread 
voter fraud, the U.S. General Services 
Administration has confirmed Joe Biden as 
the President-Elect. 

Biden received the highest number 
of popular votes for president in U.S. 
history, with a majority vote of 80,178,849 
ballots. This figure translates to 51.3% 

of the popular vote, and Trump received 
46.9% of the votes cast by Americans with 
the second most 
popular votes 
for a presidential 
candidate in U.S. 
history. 

Securing 
his victory, 
Biden won the 
Electoral College 
306 to 232. 

The Upper School mock election among 
also declared Biden the winner within the 
student population.  

In Tennessee, Trump gained 11 electoral 
votes with a majority of 60.7%.

As a traditional 
election day 
turned into an 
election week, 
news networks 
reported a 
slew of varying 
outcomes. 

Two 
phenomena 

coined “the red wave” and “the blue wave” 
were highly apparent throughout the week. 
When results streamed in on Nov. 3, most 

battleground states showcased a significant 
Republican lead, due to the majority of in-
person ballots being for Trump. 

However, mail-in votes 
disproportionately went to Democrats, so 
as mail-in ballots were verified and counted 
in the following days, the “blue wave” 
washed over the Electoral College assuring 
the victory for Biden.

Five states that voted for Trump in 2016 
turned blue: Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.  

See UNCONVENTIONAL Page 2
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In contrast, none of the states Trump 
lost in 2016 turned red. The final decision 
in many of these swing states came down 
to only thousands of votes. In Georgia, 
12,670 ballots separated Biden from 
Trump, prompting a mandatory recount 
which ruled in Biden’s favor. 

In response to slim margins, Trump 
rallied his battlefront in court with his 
personal lawyer Rudy Guliani leading 
the charge. Trump’s over 44 lawsuits 
were expected following his months-long 
disparagement of the validity of mail-in 
voting. 

Mailing a ballot is not a novel process 
in the United States; Oregon has voted by 
post since 1987. 

The 2020 election saw national voter 
turnout soar to levels not seen since 1900: 
66.7% of eligible voters cast their ballots. 

Trump’s remarks have prompted 
several Republican Party members to 
disagree with his claims of an inaccurate 
election. 

“To date, we have not seen fraud on a 
scale that could have affected a different 
outcome in the election,” Attorney 
General William Barr said. 

By contrast, Trump referred to the 

election as possessing “tremendous voter 
fraud and irregularities” during a Dec. 2 
press conference. 

While the president persists in 
denying election results on social 
media, his private dealings suggest an 
acknowledgement of defeat. Secret 
service agents have been asked about 
relocating to Florida, home to Trump’s 
Mar-al-Lago residence, suggesting that he 
is preparing for a life after his presidency. 

Regardless of the president’s resistance 
to concession, “The United States 
Government is perfectly capable of 
escorting trespassers out of the White 
House.” Biden’s campaign said shortly 
after the election. 

While Trump continues to attack the 
election’s validity, Biden has begun to 
assemble an ongoing list of presidential 
staff as well as a COVID-19 task force. 

Notably, Biden selected Alejandro 
Mayorkas, the first immigrant and Latino 
Secretary of Homeland Security, Avril 
Haines, the first female director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, Cecilia 
Rouse, the first female African American 
leader of the Council of Economic 
advisers and Janet Yellen, the first woman 
to lead the Treasury Department in its 
231-year history, and an all-female White 

House communications staff. 
Due to a lack of defensible evidence, 

Trump’s legal battles continue to be 
dismissed by the courts. While he has yet 
to achieve success, the president has until 
Dec. 14 to settle his cases. After which, 

the Electoral College delegates cast their 
ballots. If Trump cannot sway the courts 
before then, the election’s outcome is 
unlikely to change, and Joe Biden will be 
sworn in as the 46th U.S. president on 
Jan. 20.

Virtual learners, teachers navigate remote landscape

Unconventional election leads to contested results

BY MAIA ROARK & LILY 
PRZYBYLINSKI 
New Editors

The pandemic, murder hornets 
and tornadoes are just a few of the 
inconveniences that have plagued 
2020. Many students would prefer 
for school to return to normal, 
but the Harpeth Hall education 
system has been substantially 
affected by COVID-19. 

Following the return to school 
after Thanksgiving break, the 
Harpeth Hall community has 
had ten new positive cases of 
COVID-19. Despite these new 
cases, the hybrid system has 
proven effective in minimizing 
contact tracing between students.  
After fall break, more than 
100 students were forced to 
quarantine due to symptoms or 
contact, but only around 40 have 
been sent home as of late.

In August, the phrase “going 
remote” was veiled with obscurity. 
Students were often unsure of who 
to email, when to return to school 
and what to do if a COVID-19 test 
came back negative. In response 
to all of these uncertainties, 
Harpeth Hall adapted.

While a virtual student’s experience is 
still quite different to that of an in-person 
student, online learning has advanced 
since its start in the fall. Zooming into 
classes has quickly become the new norm, 
along with an established set of do’s and 
don’ts. 

Virtual students have discovered  first-
hand how to navigate novel situations. 
Whether it be difficulties with audio, or 
simply a miscommunication regarding 
classwork, Zoomers have learned to speak 
up when obstacles arise. 

“It’s pretty important to advocate for 
yourself,” senior Nora Wang said, who has 
been online since September. 

In line with raising importance in 
students advocating for themselves, 

remote learners have found creative ways 
to contact teachers outside of early help 
time. 

“Don’t be hesitant to meet with a 
teacher one-on-one or stay late on a 
Zoom call” senior McKenzie Cooper said. 

Harpeth Hall is not the only school 
that has made adjustments to successfully 
implement remote learning. According 
to the Community Impact Newspaper, 
Mayor Cooper provided funding for more 
than 84,000 student laptops and 17,000 
mobile internet hotspots for Metro Public 
Nashville schools this year. Additionally, 
Tennessee governor Bill Lee authorized 
$61 million dollars in emergency 
broadband grants to increase internet 
access across Tennessee. 

This new learning curve has not only 

affected students; teachers have also had 
to adapt to a wide variety of unforeseen 
situations both online and in the 
classroom. “We’re kind of teaching to two 
audiences, and that’s hard” Assistant Dean 
for Academic Advising Adam Wilsman 
said. 

Catering to two audiences has proven 
difficult for many faculty members, 
having to consider how lessons are 
coming across in the virtual and in-
person formats. Honor code violations 
have also become a concern within the 
administration, with multiple accounts 
of students taking advantage of the new 
learning system recently coming to light. 

Virtual learning also allows fewer 
opportunities for students to connect with 
their peers. Some of these students have 

expressed feeling distanced from their 
peers, not only physically, but socially as 
well. “You don’t usually realize how often 
you interact with your classmates during 
school, breaks or even class,” Wang said. 

As with everything, once one problem 
is fixed, one must move on to tackle the 
next. This feeling of disconnect is what 
Dr. Wilsman wants to deal with next. 

“I think the next frontier is how can we 
make it so remote learners feel like they 
are a part of the classroom communities, 
so that they can see their colleagues, 
so they can hear their colleagues,” Dr. 
Wilsman said. 

Even though virtual learning has left 
unpredictable obstacles in its wake, those 
using it hope for improvements and 
successes in the future. 

SICK FLOW CHART: This school year, students have been uncertain of what to do before going “remote.” Generally, Students ought to contact either the nurse or Dr. 
Wilsman, depending upon the situation. Graphic by Olivia Majors.

BOOMS FOR BIDEN: BOOMS FOR BIDEN: President-elect Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris watch fireworks with their President-elect Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris watch fireworks with their 
families after speaking to supporters at an event held outside of the Chase Center on Nov. 7 in Wilmington, families after speaking to supporters at an event held outside of the Chase Center on Nov. 7 in Wilmington, 
DE. DE. Photo courtesy of Robet Deutsch/USA Today Network.Photo courtesy of Robet Deutsch/USA Today Network.
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U.S. turns toward new climate policy
BY LILY PRZYBYLINSKI 
News Editor

Impacted by the actions of 
humans for thousands of years, 
an underlying threat to global 
safety grows increasingly evident 
and concerning each day: climate 
change. Over the past few years, 
there has been a more unified call 
for climate change reform in the 
United States, and the election of 
Joe Biden promises a shift from 
Donald Trump’s environmental 
policy. 

For decades, scientists 
have warned the world of the 
damaging effects of global 
warming, including rising sea 
levels, widespread wildfires and 
greenhouse gas emissions. The 
environmental events of 2020 have 
served to support these warnings.

 When Hurricane Iota hit the 
Atlantic Ocean, it became the 
thirtieth hurricane of this year, 
only adding to the long and 
destructive hurricane season. 

A team of scientists from Okinawa 
Institute of Science and Technology 
Graduate University in Japan conducted 
a study that showed that the decay of 
hurricanes after they made landfall has 
dropped substantially in recent years 
and attributed this deficit to rising 
sea levels. This study indicates that 
hurricanes now have the capability to 
survive longer after making landfall, 
causing greater damage to coasts and 
coastal cities because of rising sea levels, 
which is one of the impacts of climate 
change. 

Another issue that has arisen due 
to climate change is the increasing 
numbers of climate refugees or displaced 

people due to natural disasters. The 
UN reports that 24 million people have 
been displaced since 2008, and the 
growing numbers of climate refugees are 
contributing to these numbers. These 
refugees have been displaced by climate-
driven events such as flooding due to 
rising sea levels and intensifying natural 
disasters. A report by the World Bank 
suggests that, in the most vulnerable 
areas, around 143 million people could 
be displaced by 2050.

In the last few years, the U.S. has not 
made significant efforts to combat the 
intensifying repercussions of global 
warming. In fact, research done by 
institutions such as Harvard Law School 
and Columbia Law School discovered 

that over 80 pieces of legislation 
aimed at protecting the environment 
were blocked during the Trump 
administration. These rollbacks come 
at a time when 65 percent of Americans 
believe that the United States is not 
doing enough to combat climate change, 
according to the Pew Research Center.

This approach to environmental 
policy will likely change following the 
presidential inauguration in January. 
Joe Biden has stated that he will fight 
to undo the damage Trump did to 
environmental safeguards. 

Biden has centered his climate plan 
on fighting environmental justice and 
transitioning the U.S. to clean energy, 
which he believes will boost the U.S. 

economy and create more jobs. 
Specifically, his plans aim to ensure 
the U.S. reaches a 100% clean energy 
economy with net-zero emissions by 
2050. 

Biden supports, but does not 
officially endorse, many of the ideas 
and plans embedded in the Green 
New Deal (GND), a nonbinding 
plan to fight greenhouse gas 
emissions and create jobs. This 
plan was proposed by Democratic 
Congresswoman Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez (NY-14) and Senator 
Ed Markey (MA). 

However, the Biden-Sanders Unity 
Task Force helped design their plan, 
which included more progressive 
climate activist groups who support 
the GND such as the Sunrise 
Movement. The GND and Biden’s 
climate plan share similar goals such 
as developing infrastructure and 
supporting workers’ transitions to 
jobs in clean energy. 

 These propositions follow suit of 
many other countries, such as China, 
Japan and South Korea. Hoping for 
more cooperation on the international 
level, Biden wishes to rejoin the 2015 
Paris Agreement, an international pact 
to combat climate change which Trump 
left in 2017. 

With rising intensity and frequency 
of natural disasters caused by climate 
change and growing numbers of 
climate refugees, the U.S. and countries 
around the world face rising incentives 
to implement reforms to mitigate 
the effects of climate change. Biden’s 
environmental policy plans signal 
that his term in office will lead to a 
significant switch in the United States’ 
approach to climate change. 

THE WORLD ON OUR SHOULDERS: THE WORLD ON OUR SHOULDERS: Manhattan demonstrators at Sept. protest for action against climate change. Manhattan demonstrators at Sept. protest for action against climate change. Photo Photo 
courtesy of  Brittainy Newman/The New York Times.courtesy of  Brittainy Newman/The New York Times.

UK finalizes official separation from European Union
BY BROOKE LYTLE 
Staff Writer

The United Kingdom officially began 
the process to leave the European Union 
on Jan. 31. This decision follows the 
outcome of the June 2016 referendum 
in which 52% of voters in the UK 
voted in favor of leaving the EU. Voters 
who supported Brexit hoped that the 
UK would have greater control over 
immigration policies, among other issues. 
However, the populus’s decision to leave 
the EU will complicate international 

policy and relations.
The separation began with the Brexit 

withdrawal agreement. This treaty, which 
details the UK’s new relation to the EU, 
outlines the specifics of the transition 
period, new financial agreements and 
fundamental shifts in border policy. 
Trade relations and budget contributions 
remain unchanged until the transition 
period concludes on Dec. 31.

On Dec. 31, the UK will no longer be 
part of the EU’s single market, and the 
customs union, an accord that prohibits 

tariffs on foreign goods within the EU 
community, will not be applicable to the 
UK. Experts have expressed concerns 
that these changes will have detrimental 
consequences for UK businesses. 
Furthermore, due to World Trade 
Organization regulations, new tariffs 
and border check delays could cause an 
extreme backlog of the flow of goods 
between the UK and the EU. 

In addition to economic concerns, 
border conflicts present a pressing 
issue. The Northern Ireland protocol, 
colloquially labelled the “divorce deal” 
by UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 
aims to quell border tension in Northern 
Ireland as new Brexit policies are enacted. 

To avoid new physical border 
designations, Northern Ireland will 
remain under the guidelines of the EU, 
including its single market on goods and 
customs regulations, thereby rendering 
border checks between Northern Ireland 
and the Republic of Ireland unwarranted. 
The UK hopes that maintaining the EU’s 
restrictions as outlined in the Northern 
Ireland protocol will placate border 
tensions and prevent further escalation 
between the two parties. 

Citizens’ rights are also being called 
into question. In addition to losing their 
right to unrestricted travel across the EU, 
UK nationals also lose the ability to vote 
and hold offices in broader European 
politics. 

Furthermore, Britons will no longer 
be able to voice concerns to unifying 

European legislative bodies. Nevertheless, 
until the transition period ends on Dec. 
31, UK and EU nationals will continue 
to exercise their respective rights to a 
certain extent. 

Once the UK is entirely independent 
of the EU, these new restrictions will 
affect the approximately 1.2 million 
UK nationals that dwell in the EU. 
Unless these nationals benefit from dual 
nationality, their rights to immigration 
and voting will be severely limited upon 
the start of 2021. 

The impacts of Brexit extend to our 
Harpeth Hall community. 

“I have a British passport, so I have 
been keeping up with Brexit and my 
biggest concern would be Britain’s ability 
to access trade openly in the EU,” senior 
Lily Silvester said. 

“However, I am excited that Britain 
has the freedom to create its own tax 
policy and monetary systems to create a 
dynamic, service based economy.”

If Dec. 31 arrives and no formal trade 
deal has been cemented between the UK 
and the EU, a “No Deal Brexit” will occur, 
in which the UK and EU split without 
commercial exchange protocols. 

With the UK and EU economies still 
struggling from the costly impact of the 
pandemic, a “No Deal Brexit” could prove 
devastating to all European markets. 

As 2020 is rapidly coming to a close, 
PM Boris Johnson has noted that the 
complete resolution of Brexit by the end 
of the year appears highly unlikely.

BREXIT BORIS: Prime Minister Boris Johnson chairs the first-in person Cabinet Meeting since the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in the Foreign and Commonwealth Offices in London on July 21. 
Photo courtesy of  Pippa Fowles, No. 10 Downing Street. 
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Students hunt for imposter among us
BY LENA QIAN
Features Editor

“Where was the body?” freshman 
Olivia Finlayson asked. 

“In electrical. It had to have been 
a double kill,” eighth grader Reika 
Nakagawa said.

“Whoever killed her, I will get 
my vengeance,” sophomore Sarah 
Joffrion said. 

“It’s Aqua.” 
“I was literally walking. How could 

I do it?” 
“I think it’s White and Pink.” 
“I think it’s Raven [Joffrion’s in-

game name].” 
“You think I would kill our dear 

friend?” Joffrion said.
“I think you would. This game is 

about cold-blooded murder and lies,” 
Nakagawa said.

This conversation is only typical 
in the video game “Among Us.” The 
game, developed by InnerSloth in 
2018, has connected students and 
given them a mental break during 
the pandemic. The game works as 
follows:

There are three maps, all space-
themed, and each has unique 
advantages. One or two imposters 
and 3-9 crewmates are chosen at 
the beginning of each round. The 
imposter(s)’s goal is to sabotage and 
kill everyone else while not looking 
“sus,” meaning suspicious. The role 
of the crewmates is to complete all 

their tasks and eject the imposter(s). 
“It has a really simple way to play 

it, so everyone can get into it even if 
you’re not really big on video games,” 
junior Scout Dahir said.

During quarantine, YouTube 
and other streaming services have 
inspired students to play the game. 
While most play on weekends, some 
have the opportunity to play after 
Strength and Conditioning.

“When we’re allowed to have our 
phones out, we play,” senior Mariam 
Al-Rawi said.

Most students use voice chat 
applications such as Discord instead 
of the in-game text chat. As a result, 
voice-acting skills are a key factor to 
winning the game.

“You can be a detective on voice 
tones,” Finlayson said.

The online game also has a 

reputation for bringing people 
together when they cannot physically 
be near each other. 

“I’ve met a lot of new people 
honestly from other people’s friends.” 
Al-Rawi said. “I’ve gotten closer with 
my regular friends too because we’re 
hanging out more.” 

Finlayson, although she is a 
freshman, now plays with girls from 
other grades, including both eighth 
graders and sophomores.

“It’s gotten me closer with some 
people I probably would have never 
met before,” Finlayson said.

Famous stars have even started 
playing. Soulja Boy, famous for the 
billboard-topping hit “Crank That,” 
streams on Twitch. 

Makeup-artist and influencer 
James Charles plays with other well-
known streamers such as Toast and 
Corpse Husband. 

United States House representative 
for New York’s 14th congressional 
district, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
also started to play Among Us. Her 
first stream on Twitch reached a 
whopping 439,000 live viewers. 

During a world-wide pandemic, 
“Among Us” has given students 
an escape from the outside world 
and has also been a source for new 
friendships.

“It’s helping me with this time in 
quarantine,” Al-Rawi said. “making 
my life a bit happier.”

EYES FIXED: (From left to right) Sophomores Avery Hassan, Christiane Morton and Lauryn Bradley are 
playing Among Us before school starts Wednesday, Nov. 11. The game was developed in 2018. Photo by 
Mia Corts, Photography Editor.

Urban alumnae face challenges of COVID 
BY JOSEY BEAVERS
Staff Writer 

COVID-19 has affected millions 
of urban-dwellers, including many 
Harpeth Hall alumnae. Four specific 
alumnae, Emily Turner, Abby 
Sparrow, Frances Smith Endres and 
Anna Russell Thornton, live in the 
densely populated cities of New York 
City, London and Houston.

Turner (‘07), resides in New 
York City, an area that relies on 
public transportation, specifically 
the subway 
system. 
Because of 
the pandemic, 
however, many 
do not feel 
comfortable 
riding the 
subway.

“The 
craziest thing 
for me is that 
I haven’t taken 
the subway since March. I’ve stayed 
in a 20 block radius this entire time,” 
Turner said.

The Big Apple is also known for 
its numerous entertainment venues. 
In response to the pandemic, 
attractions such as art museums and 
Broadway shows have found virtual 
alternatives to continue to bring 
in revenue. Turner works as the 
Marketing Manager at the Atlantic 
Theater Company and Off-Broadway 
Theater.

“We no longer just have an 
audience of New Yorkers. We are 
offering programming for people 

around the world,” Turner said.
Another New Yorker, Sparrow 

(‘16), acknowledges the unity of the 
city.

“I think that everyone following 
the rules together and looking out 
for one another has given the city a 
sort of camaraderie,” Sparrow said.

It is not New York City’s first 
time experiencing tragedy. Turner 
remains confident in her city to pull 
through like it has done before.

“While it’s true that many 
businesses 
have 
shuttered, 
and people 
have left the 
city for other 
parts of the 
world, New 
York is not a 
ghost town. 
We survived 
9/11, and we 
will survive 

this,” Turner said. 
Endres (‘93), works as a Gender 

Manager in a National Health 
Services clinic in London, England. 
Her job has moved to a full 
telemedicine model, allowing her to 
continue serving her community. 

“It was really difficult to try and 
manage people and situations when I 
was not in the room with the people 
who I was working with,” Endres 
said. 

In Houston, Thornton (‘12), is a 
high school English teacher, who has 
also tried to stay optimistic.

“I think one of the best things to 

come out of the year 2020 is that the 
default answer to the question, ‘How 
are you?’, is no longer, ‘I’m good, 
thanks!’, Thornton said. 

“People are being much more 
honest about their struggles, and that 
kind of openness creates connections 

that lead to both personal and 
community healing.” 

Although the pandemic has hit big 
cities hard, Harpeth Hall alumnae 
have adapted to the circumstances 
while also finding strength and unity 
in their city.

While it’s true that many While it’s true that many 
businesses have shuttered, businesses have shuttered, 
and people have left the city and people have left the city 
for other parts of the world, for other parts of the world, 
New York is not a ghost town. New York is not a ghost town. 
We survived 9/11, and we will We survived 9/11, and we will 
survive this.survive this.

Class of 2007, Emily TurnerClass of 2007, Emily Turner

InnerSloth’s video game “Among Us” rises to fame during the COVID pandemic 

PARK IN A PANDEMIC: Emily Turner (‘07) wears her mask for a walk in Central Park in New York City 
on Nov. 8. She works as the Marketing Manager at the Atlantic Theater Company and Off-Broadway 
Theater. Photo courtesy of Emily Turner.
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Mental health struggles intensify 
BY PRIYANKA CHIGULURI
Features Editor

As COVID-19 spreads more rapidly 
and uncertainty increases around 
the world, the mental health of many 
adolescents declines. In high-stress 
environments, like one might find at 
a rigorous school like Harpeth Hall, 
teenagers are particularly affected by the 
pandemic. 

According to the American 
Academy of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry, “Children and 
adolescents are probably more 
likely to experience high rates of 
depression and most likely anxiety 
during and after enforced isolation 
ends.” 

After learning remotely at the end 
of the 2019-2020 school year and 
transitioning through hybrid and 
in-person models of school, many 
students at Harpeth Hall are battling 
with mental health problems. Out of 
237 anonymously surveyed Harpeth 
Hall students, 59.1% struggled 
with their mental health before 
the pandemic. Additionally, 59.5% 
of students said that their mental 
health got worse from March to 
November, while 24.9% said their 
mental health stayed the same. 
15.6% of the students said that their 
mental health got better during this 
time frame. 

“I think we all know that stress 
is at an all-time high, and I think 
that’s impacted student’s ability to cope,” 
Upper School Counselor Amy Knutson 
said. “Along with that, I think the stress 
is leading into an increase of anxiety and 
depression and other mental health issues 
too because it’s hard to cope with how 
things are in the world right now.” 

At Harpeth Hall, some students who 
were separated from their friends and 
loved ones began to struggle with their 
mental health during lockdown.“Being 
isolated is never easy, but it took a toll on 
my mental health when I wasn’t able to 
interact with anyone,” senior Nev Fenelon 
said. 

Along with the growing anxiety from 
the pandemic, stress from school is 
another factor that contributes to the 
decline of students’s mental health. 
According to the surveyed Harpeth Hall 
students, the mental health of 57% of 
the surveyed students has gotten worse, 

relative to the lockdown in the spring, 
now that students have been back in 
school for a few months, in-person and 
remotely. 20.3% of the students said their 
mental health has stayed the same since 
coming back to school and 22.8% said 
that their mental health has improved. 

Overwhelmed by stress, many students 
are struggling to balance Harpeth Hall’s 
heavy workload with the normal stress 

from COVID. Both teachers and students 
realize that the pandemic has negatively 
affected the student body’s mental health 
as a whole.

“I feel that overall, students seem a lot 
more appreciative of the opportunity to 
be at school, but I do feel that at times 
I have seen a little bit more sadness in 
general,” Upper School Spanish teacher 
Bela Herring said. 

Teachers at Harpeth Hall recognize that 
students are having a harder time with 
their mental health, and they are having 
more conversations about finding ways 
to help support their students. “I can’t 
speak for all teachers, but as a faculty, 
we’ve been having more conversations 
about how we need to be open to having 
conversations with students,” Upper 
School math and English teacher Ellen 
Sevits said. 

As an increasing number of people are 

dying from COVID-19 daily, especially 
in Tennessee, students are becoming 
more concerned about spreading the 
virus to their loved ones because of 
their interactions with others at school. 
Because of the additional stress, Harpeth 
Hall’s teachers and counselors are 
working to understand their students’s 
mental health more than they have in 
past years.

 “[The counselors] came into this 
year knowing that the pandemic 
would affect the student body in 
a deeper way, so we’ve been more 
collective this year in reaching out 
and working with teachers to make 
sure all our students are okay,” Mrs. 
Knutson said.  

However, Harpeth Hall has high 
expectations for its students, and 
that comes with the responsibility 
of challenging students to their 
limits. These high expectations 
result in more students struggling 
with their mental health. 

“I think that in general students 
are really tired from simply living 
their lives during a pandemic, and 
there’s a lot more stress about the 
virus itself,” junior Holley Powell 
said. 

For example, the workload 
for both students and teachers 
gradually increases as the 
semester continues, and students 
are finding a lack of motivation. 
Some students also feel a sense 

of uncertainty about school because 
of the ongoing changes that Harpeth 
Hall is implementing in response to 
the pandemic. It is difficult for many 
students to find balance and stability 
in the uncertain circumstances that 
the pandemic creates. These factors 
contribute to students facing difficulties 
with their mental health. 

“I’ve definitely noticed a bit of a decline 
in my mental health since school has 
started this semester, and I think that’s 
because I’ve been unmotivated and there’s 
such an unknown factor with COVID-19 
and school,” sophomore Aden Barett said.  

As students try to create a routine in 
their lives, the Harpeth Hall community 
works to find new ways to understand 
and deal with mental health issues during 
the uncertain times of the pandemic. 

               
MENTAL HEALTH DECLINE: In a survey of 237 Harpeth Hall students, 59.5% of students reported a decline in their mental health during the period from March 
through November. To many students, re-starting school has done little to mitigate the stress and anxiety of the pandemic. Graphic by Priyanka Chiguluri, Features Editor. 

FEELING SCATTERED: Senior Kate Wilson struggles to balance 
her school wor on Dec. 4. Large academic workloads cause a higher 
amount of stress among Harpeth Hall students. Photo by Maddy Corts, Lead 
Photography Editor.

Trials of quarantine, frequent changes at school exacerbate student anxieties



Page 6Page 6                    FEATURESFEATURES                                December 2020December 2020

Current History and Safe Vote! arrive on campus
BY VERONICA PIERCE 
Staff Writer  

Through action and critical 
thinking, two groups at Harpeth Hall 
came together on Oct. 30 to directly 
involve the younger generation in 
current events. The two initiatives, 
Safe Vote! and the Current History 
Community, focus on learning from 
history to understand and contribute 
to current events.  

Safe Vote! helps Nashville’s 
vulnerable voters by creating 
and distributing “safe vote kits” 
through local organizations. This 
year, because of COVID-19, many 
were worried about voting in 
the presidential election, and in 
Tennessee, most people had to vote 

in person because of restrictions on 
mail-in ballots. 

These problems prompted senior 
Clara Murff, sophomore Veronica 
Pierce and freshman Mary Alice 
Pierce to form Safe Vote!. The girls 
defined their goals, designed the 
kits and reached out to possible 
distributors. Each “safe vote kit” 
contained a mask, hand sanitizer, 
gloves, candy and a “Happy Voting!” 
card. 

The student leaders created a 
website, www.safevotekits.com, 
where visitors can make donations. 
News Channel 5 also promoted their 
effort in a story that featured girls 
from different grades making kits 
together. Additionally, Harpeth Hall 
awarded Safe Vote! a grant to hold a 
kit-making session on campus. 

“Many young people think that 
they are excluded from the voting 
experience because they are under 
18 and not eligible to vote,” Public 
Purpose director Jessie Adams said. 
“Safe Vote, however, harnessed the 
energy of those who had a desire 
to help out and moved it in an 
impactful direction.” 

While Safe Vote! focuses on taking 
direct action in the community, 
the Current History Community 
(CHC), is centered around having 
discussions about the relationship 
between history and current issues. 
Sophomores Priyanka Chiguluri, 
Lailah Rucker and Amelia Olafsson 
wanted to further that idea by 
creating a safe space for those 
conversations led by students. 

The effort began when Chiguluri 
arranged a meeting with Upper 
School Director Armistead Lemon 
to discuss her concerns regarding 
the George Washington Pageant. 
She also raised her idea of creating 

a space for political 
conversations within the 
Harpeth Hall community. 

“The idea for creating 
a group like CHC came 
into my mind during 
the George Washington 
pageant in February 
2020 because the whole 
premise of George didn’t 
sit well with me. I wrote 
a letter to my advisor, 
Mrs. Keen, who, in turn, 
shared it with Ms. Lemon,” 
Chiguluri said. “Before we 
left for spring break, Ms. 
Lemon and I discussed 
my letter, and from there, 
we began thinking of the 

groundwork for CHC.” 
Chiguluri then 

continued brainstorming 
over spring break and 
quarantine to come up 
with the CHC. Once 
Harpeth Hall’s campus 
reopened in the fall, 
Chiguluri began to work 
with Dr. Adams, Rucker 
and Olafsson. Because the 
CHC wanted to extend 
its reach further than it 
would have been able to as 
a club, it became a branch 
of Harpeth Hall’s Public 
Purpose Program.

The CHC includes both 
students and teachers who are on 
campus and those who are remote. 
In-person students and teachers 

meet in the Library Board room, 
while remote people meet via Zoom. 
Because it is difficult to hear people 
speaking on Zoom, Chiguluri types 
what everyone says into the chat. 

Furthermore, CHC connects 
teachers and students through their 
conversations. Teachers from the 
social sciences department help 
answer student questions during the 
meetings. Some teachers from other 
departments who are interested in 
the discussion topics attend the 
meetings. 

Each CHC meeting is guided 
by an agenda and conversation 
topics. Some examples of discussion 
questions from the CHC’s meeting 
about the media include: How 
has social media affected various 
generations differently? Does the 
media portray fair interpretations 
of prominent events throughout 
history? How does the media portray 
current events?

Safe Vote! and the CHC organized 

a kit-making and conversation 
collaboration on Oct. 30 in Bullard 
Gym. Over 30 girls attended: some 
girls made kits and discussed 
the presidential election, while 
others sat in the back of Bullard 
having current event discussions 
with remote learners. In total, the 
participants created 400 kits while 
discussing current issues regarding 
the 2020 election. 

For some attendees, managing 
conversations while focusing 
on making kits was a bit hectic. 
However, for others, it was a fun 
time to enjoy with friends. In a 
recent survey among those who 
attended, the girls’ causes for 

participating were almost identical. 
“It felt like a good opportunity to 

help out the elderly community and 
make a difference in the election 
seeing as though we can’t vote yet,” 
sophomore Gabby Mchaourab said. 

So, what’s in the future for these 
two groups? Safe Vote! is reaching 
out to their partners to see if they 
can help fund their goal to contining  
distributing 100 kits per month for 
everyday use after the election. Safe 
Vote! also wants to prepare for the 

next election. 
“Safe Vote! formed so close to the 

election that I think a lot of people 
thought their help wasn’t needed,” 
Murff said. 

“I’d really like to get more people 
involved earlier on.” 

The CHC hasn’t determined their 
exact next steps but hopes to have 
a long-lasting impact on Harpeth 
Hall. The group also wants to extend 
its impact further throughout the 
community.

“I would really like to increase 
the number of members we have,” 
Rucker said. “I also think it would 
be interesting to have outside 
conversations with other schools to 

get their perspectives on the world 
today.” 

As social activism among young 
people increases, students within 
the Harpeth Hall community 
provide resources and facilitate 
conversations to proactively 
understand current events. 

Both Safe Vote! and the Current 
History Community seek to spread 
awareness about current issues 
through the Nashville and Harpeth 
Hall communities. 

ASSEMBLING AND CONVERSING ASSEMBLING AND CONVERSING Freshman Amelia Alexopolus (left) and sophomore Mary Roper (right) assemble “safe Freshman Amelia Alexopolus (left) and sophomore Mary Roper (right) assemble “safe 
vote kits” during a collaboration between Safe Vote! and Current History Community in Bullard Gym on Oct. 30. Both vote kits” during a collaboration between Safe Vote! and Current History Community in Bullard Gym on Oct. 30. Both 
initiatives take action in different ways to impact and understand current events. initiatives take action in different ways to impact and understand current events. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor.   

“Many young people think that they are excluded “Many young people think that they are excluded 
from the voting experience because they are under from the voting experience because they are under 
18 and not eligible to vote...Safe Vote!, however, 18 and not eligible to vote...Safe Vote!, however, 
harnessed the energy of those who had a desire to harnessed the energy of those who had a desire to 
help out and moved it in an impactful direction.”help out and moved it in an impactful direction.”

Public Purpose Director, Jessie Adams

“It felt like a good opportunity to help out the elderly “It felt like a good opportunity to help out the elderly 
community and make a difference in the election seeing community and make a difference in the election seeing 
as though we can’t vote yet.” as though we can’t vote yet.” 

Sophomore, Gabby Mchaourab

“The idea for creating a group like CHC came into my “The idea for creating a group like CHC came into my 
mind during the George Washington Pageant in February mind during the George Washington Pageant in February 
2020 because the whole premise of the pageant didn’t sit 2020 because the whole premise of the pageant didn’t sit 
well with me.” well with me.” 

Sophomore, Priyanka Chiguluri 
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Holiday game: which reindeer are you?
BY RUTHIE GAW 
Staff Writer  

BY GENEVA BASS
Features Editor

Harpeth Hall’s Food Service Director 
Peter Fox was in high school when he 
first took home economics. The course 
sparked an appreciation for cooking 
that inspired him to pursue culinary 
school and begin working in hotels and 
restaurants. 

Several years later, Mr. Fox joined the 
British Royal Navy as a chef and traveled 
around the world. He served in the British 
Royal Navy for five years, then he moved 
to the United States and began his role at 
Harpeth Hall in 2016. 

He most enjoys serving dishes with 
internationally-sourced ingredients that 
allow him to be creative and experimental. 
He also enjoys cooking comfort food from 
his English childhood. 

COVID-19 most impacted the dining 
hall staff when Harpeth Hall first moved 
to remote learning in the spring. The 
uncertainty of the pandemic compounded 
with the question of if or when Harpeth 
Hall would be able to resume in-person 
learning. 

“It has been very difficult to keep my 
team’s spirits up, but they have been 
remarkably fantastic. I cannot give them 
enough praise. They have done so well, 

they really have,” 
Mr. Fox said. 

Now that 
Harpeth Hall has 
resumed in-
person learning, 
the dining hall 
staff, like many 
others, are 
adapting to the 
pandemic.  

“Coming 
back, it has been 
very difficult. 
Everybody has 
been working 
long and hard 
hours, and been 
very focused. 
We are not just 
working harder; 
everyone has to 
work smarter, 
wearing all the 
PPE that we have 
to be and social 
distancing,” Mr. Fox 
said. 

Harpeth Hall 
employs nine people on its dining hall 
staff. During COVID-19, Harpeth Hall 

has also hired 
two additional 
temp workers: a 
dishwasher for the 
containers and 
someone to help 
box the container 
lunches. Mr. Fox 
estimates that the 
dining hall staff 
is working an 
additional 45 hours 
per week. 

This school year, 
each day the dining 
hall assembles 
almost 800 boxed 
lunches and 
1,500 nine-ounce 
compostable cups 
with various side 
dishes. Lunches 
take roughly twice 
the amount of time 
as they would have 
taken to prepare 
prior to COVID-19. 

“Our kitchen was 
not designed for 

what we do during COVID. There are a lot 
more challenges with refrigerator space,” 

Mr. Fox said. “It seems disorganized, 
actually. It is just difficult.” 

Mr. Fox, prior to COVID, would arrive 
at work every morning around 6 a.m. 
and work until around 4 p.m. During 
COVID-19, he wakes up around 2:30 a.m. 
and arrives at school by 4 a.m. He works 
until at least 4 p.m. , unless he is coaching 
the fifth grade soccer team that day in 
which case he will stay later. He works 
overtime almost every week. The hours of 
the rest of the members of the dining hall 
staff have not significantly changed. 

“In my business, [overtime] is 
accepted. That is why I like working on 
the education side. I have worked for 
universities and schools for a long, long 
time. We work hard, but there is always 
a school holiday to look forward to.” Mr. 
Fox said. 

“[Being a chef] is just doing something 
you love and watching the smiles on 
peoples’ faces each day. It makes it all 
worthwhile”, Mr. Fox said. 

This year, Mr. Fox begins his fourth year 
as Harpeth Hall’s Food Service Director. 
And yet, the year has been far different 
from ever expected; the dining hall staff 
has had to adapt to educational dining 
during the worst pandemic in over a 
century. 

Fox leads dining hall staff through pandemic

EXTRA EFFORT: EXTRA EFFORT: Renee Holt and Mr. Drake serve Renee Holt and Mr. Drake serve 
food to the Harpeth Hall community on Nov. 6. The food to the Harpeth Hall community on Nov. 6. The 
dining hall staff, led by Peter Fox, has had to work a lot dining hall staff, led by Peter Fox, has had to work a lot 
more per week due to COVID-19. more per week due to COVID-19. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photo by Mary Meacham, 
Photography Editor. Photography Editor. 
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With 51.3 percent of 
the U.S. popular vote, 
Joe Biden won the 2020 
U.S. presidential election 
with 306 electoral votes 
to Trump’s 232. Noted 
with slashes and dark 
blue, Joe Biden won back 
five of the states Donald 
Trump won in 2016: 
Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, Georgia 
and Arizona. 

The Electoral College 
follows a winner-take-
all system where the 
winner of the popular 
vote within one state 
wins all of the electoral 
votes.The exceptions 
to this are Maine and 
Nebraska who use the 
congressional district 
method in which two 
electoral votes go to the 
state’s overall popular 
vote winner and one 
electoral vote to the 
winner in each district. 
Because of this system, 
both Donald Trump 
and Joe Biden received 
electoral votes in 
Nebraska and Maine. 

In Maine, Joe Biden 
won three out of the 
four electoral votes, and 
Donald Trump won the 
electoral vote for Maine’s 2nd district. 
However, in Nebraska, Trump won four 
out of five of the electoral votes. 

In both the winner-take-all and 
congressional district systems, the 

number of electoral votes in each state is 
equal to the number of representatives 
in the House of Representatives and the 
Senate combined, so it is dependent on 
population.

While the Electoral College does 
not vote until Dec. 14, Biden has been 
confirmed as the President-Elect. The 
electoral results mimic those of 2016 with 
306 to 232 votes, only with the victory 

going to the Democratic Candidate rather 
than the Republican. However, Biden’s 
simultaneous victory in the popular vote 
is unlike Trump’s 2.8 million popular vote 
loss in 2016. 

Five flipped states secure Biden’s electoral victoryFive flipped states secure Biden’s electoral victory  

BIPOC voters’ have prominent impact on results BIPOC voters’ have prominent impact on results 

By Janet Briggs,  Devon Campbell and Sarah CookBy Janet Briggs,  Devon Campbell and Sarah Cook

With the increase of overall voter 
turnout, came changes in voting 
patterns based on demographics. 
The growing ethnic, religious and 
racial diversity of the United States 
certainly impacted the results of 
the election. While overwhelming 
majorities of BIPOC voters voted for 
Biden, it is important to remember 
nuances exist between regions and 
subcultures within each minority 
electorate. 

Comparatively to the 2016 
election, Biden lost ground with 
Black and Latinx voters. 87 percent 
of Black voters voted for Biden and 
12 percent voted for Trump, leaving 
an approximate 75 point margin 
of difference. Hillary Clinton had 
around a 81 point margin in 2016. 
Trump increased his Black voter 
count by 4 points which explains 
this discrepancy.

Among Latinx voters, Biden 
won 70 percent of the vote, and 
this high percentage, along with 
record turnout, helped secure 
Biden’s victory in numerous 
key swing states. While cultural 
similarities unify Latinx voters, it 
is obvious their racial and regional 

diversity leads to regional political 
differences. For instance, 47 percent 
of Latinx voters voted for Trump 
in Florida, and many pundits cite 
this is due to his anti-communist 
message among the high number of 
Cuban-Americans living in Florida. 
However, in both Arizona and 
Nevada, Biden won the majority of 
Latinx voters which helped him win 
both states, especially in Arizona 
where one out of every five voters 
are Latinx. 

Additionally, the growing 
electorate among Native Americans 
voted disproportionately for Biden 
and played an important role to his 
victory in Arizona and Wisconsin. 
For example, In Menominee 
County, Wisconsin, home to the 
Menominee Nation, Biden won 
82 percent of the vote, the widest 
margin of victory of any county in 
the state. In the Navajo Nation, the 
largest Native American reservation 
in the U.S. which includes parts of 
Arizona, New Mexico, Utah and 
Colorado, Biden’s narrow victory 
of 10,500 votes in Arizona is in 
part due to the Navajo Nation’s  84 
percent for Biden. 

DEMOGRAPHIC DETAILS:DEMOGRAPHIC DETAILS:  Data from the New York Times shows that BIPOC voters played a pivotal role in the election. Data from the New York Times shows that BIPOC voters played a pivotal role in the election. 
In addition to Black and Latinx voters, Native American voters also contributed to Biden’s victory, especially in swing In addition to Black and Latinx voters, Native American voters also contributed to Biden’s victory, especially in swing 
statesstates.  .  Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief. Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief. 

FOUR-YEAR FLIP:FOUR-YEAR FLIP: Biden won the election with 306 votes in comparison to Trump’s 232, the opposite of the results of the 2016 election where Trump won with 306 votes to Hillary  Biden won the election with 306 votes in comparison to Trump’s 232, the opposite of the results of the 2016 election where Trump won with 306 votes to Hillary 
Clinton’s 232, according to the New York Times. Clinton’s 232, according to the New York Times. Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief. Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief. 
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Voter turnout breaks records in nation and TN Voter turnout breaks records in nation and TN 

The 2020 election had the 
highest voter turnout in over 
120 years with 66.2 percent of 
the eligible voting population 
participating in the election 
and the two highest ballot 
counts for any presidential 
candidate in the history of 
the United States. All but six 
states are expected to have 
record-breaking voter turnout 
numbers with records dating 
back forty years. Minnesota led 
overall voter percentage with 
almost 80 percent turnout. 

Here in Tennessee, the 
Secretary of State’s office 
reported a record-breaking 68.6 
percent of registered voters 
who cast 3,045,401 ballots 
in the presidential election, 
topping the previous record 
of 66.3 percent turnout in the 
2008 presidential election and 
the turnout of 61.9 percent in 
the 2016 presidential election. 

While Tennessee previously 
placed 48th in voter turnout 
overall, it placed 46th in the 
recent presidential election, 
getting higher turnout than 
Hawaii, Oklahoma, West 
Virginia and Arkansas. 

The rise in voter turnout 
was also prevalent among 
young people over 18. As of 
Nov. 18, 52 to 55 percent of 
eligible voters ages 18 to 29 cast 
ballots in the 2020 presidential 
election, while only 42 to 44 

percent of eligible young voters 
cast ballots in the 2016 election. 

By Janet Briggs,  Devon Campbell and Sarah CookBy Janet Briggs,  Devon Campbell and Sarah Cook

Racial inequality and economy concern voters Racial inequality and economy concern voters 

MONEY MATTERS:MONEY MATTERS:  Despite COVID-19 cases rising in the lead up to the election, the New York Times reported Despite COVID-19 cases rising in the lead up to the election, the New York Times reported 
the economy was the central concern of 35 percent of voters, and the majority of voters who cited racial the economy was the central concern of 35 percent of voters, and the majority of voters who cited racial 
inequality and COVID-19 as the most important issue voted for Bideninequality and COVID-19 as the most important issue voted for Biden. . Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief.Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief.  

DEEP DIVISIONS:DEEP DIVISIONS:  A large majority of liberals voted for Biden, and a large majority of conservatives A large majority of liberals voted for Biden, and a large majority of conservatives 
voted for Trump which highlights the political divisions of America, according to the New York TImesvoted for Trump which highlights the political divisions of America, according to the New York TImes. . 
Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief.Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief.  

FROM THE WINDOWS, TO THE POLLS: FROM THE WINDOWS, TO THE POLLS:   According to the the New York Times, The presidential election had record voter turnout, especially among young people. According to the the New York Times, The presidential election had record voter turnout, especially among young people. 
Tennessee rose from 48th to 46th in voter turnout. Tennessee rose from 48th to 46th in voter turnout. Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief. Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief. 
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BY MACY RICHARDS
Opinions Editor

Since its inception at the 1787 
Constitutional Convention in 
Philadelphia, five presidents have 
won the Electoral College without 
the popular vote, most recently 
Donald Trump in 2016. Due to 
the outcome of these elections, 
some people have questioned the 
discrepancy between the Electoral 
College winner and the popular 
vote winner, and recommend 
the dismantling of the Electoral 
College.  Despite this criticism, the 
Electoral College  can provide a fair 
method to represent the American 
people’s ideas with the addition of 
the proportional popular vote plan 
(PPV). 

The PPV plan automatically 
allocates two electors to the popular 
vote winner in each state, then 
divides the rest of the electors 
based on the percentage of the 
popular vote results. Even though 
Maine and Nebraska apply the 
Congressional District Popular 
(CDP) methodology, the proportional 
popular vote would neglect district 
lines and therefore be a more honest 
reflection of the states votes. 

Originally, the Electoral College 
resulted from a debate at the 
Philadelphia convention where one 
group advocated for the president to be 
elected by Congress, while the opposing 
side wanted the president to be elected 
by the people. With the knowledge that 
many democracies preceding the United 
States ended violently and abruptly due 
to their evolution into tyrannies, many 
of the founding fathers understood that 
democracy at its “purest-form” would 
lead to mob rule. In addition to the 
electoral college, numerous checks and 

balances exist to limit the power of the 
majority. 

However, the approval was only 
authorized due to the appeasement 
with the three-fifths compromise which 
considered slaves as three-fifths of a 
counted person when charting the 
electoral map, giving disproportional 
representation and power to the South 
today. Even though the electoral 
college originated from systems of 
discrimination, the fundamental ideas 
are still applicable to America’s election 
process. 

The Electoral College is a group of 
538 Presidential electors who come 
together every four years to vote for the 
President and the Vice President. The 

number of electors allocated to each 
state is determined by the number of 
representatives a state has in the house 
as well as its two senators. While the 
electoral college was established in 
the 12th amendment, the process of 
assigning electors is determined by each 
state’s government. 

All states but two follow the winner-
take-all process, which allots all of the 
state’s electors to the winning party, 

The process of dividing out electors 
with the winner-take-all system does 
not take into account many of American 
votes. For example, Tennessee’s 11 
electoral votes usually go to the 
Republican candidate because of the 
state’s Republican majority, even though 

urban areas in Tennessee, such as 
Nashville and Memphis, tend to vote 
Democratic. Therefore, the best solution 
for a more representative election, while 
keeping the benefits of the electoral 
college, would be to implement the 
proportional popular vote plan. 

Although many aspects of American 
society have changed since the 
creation of the Electoral College,the 
fundamental principles of humanity 
have remained constant throughout 
the years: power, corruption, and 
individual greed. With the knowledge 
that people do not always vote ethically, 
the creation of the Electoral College 
enables the win of a president who will 
represent the variety of subcultures, 
instead of a president who only serves a 
single region and promotes nationwide 
campaigns. 

Even though the Electoral College 
has its problems, the termination of 
the system would not only erase one of 
America’s long-lasting traditions, but it 
would also undermine the validity of 
the Constitution. 

Keeping the electoral system but 
modifying the electoral voter process 
would ultimately keep all of the benefits 
of the Electoral College, but also reflect a 
more accurate vote. 

The neglecting of votes from 
traditionally blue or red states by the 
winner-take-all system, causing in some 
instances for the winning candidate to 
have lost the popular vote, is not the  
fault of the Electoral College. Rather, 
the blame should be shifted towards 
the winner-take-all system of the state’s 
governments. 

Keeping the Electoral College with the 
implementation of the PPV will fix the 
majority of the problems and mitigate 
animosity many feel toward the Electoral 
College. 

PPV required to modernize Electoral College

Stigmatizing COVID threatens sense of community 
BY AVA SJURSEN
A&E Editor

In the last few weeks, COVID-19 
cases have started to spike nationwide, 
leading Harpeth Hall to become a 
microcosm of the country in this 
regard. 

In order to prevent further exposure, 
students exposed to someone who 
tests positive are taken out of school, 
often mid-class, and pulled into a CDC 
mandated 14-day quarantine. 

As soon as the bell chimes and their 
classmates are released into common 
areas, widespread curiosity of “who?”, 
“when?” and “how?” begins to circulate, 
as the primary witnesses to the recent 
exile spill what information they have, 
inciting embarrassing situations and an 
overall toxic environment. 

While I believe there are ways to 
decrease the drama of pulling students 
out of class, the stigma around isolation 
runs much deeper within the Harpeth 
Hall community. 

The negative connotation of 
quarantine needs to be changed from 
negative and accusatory to safety-
oriented. 

A letter by the Class of 2021 on Nov. 
2,  inspired by the rising number of 
cases and tension around election time 
urged the Harpeth Hall community to 
remain a united student body in the 

face of “unprecedented times.”
In order to remain as one collective 

force against a world testing its young 
people with trying circumstances every 
day, we cannot ignore the flaws in our 
process. 

 To prevent cracks of division 
in our school, students must 
refrain from creating an 
environment where the person 
who has tested positive or has 
been exposed is targeted. 

As the class of 2021 claimed 
in their letter, “We are a 
community 
that should 
encourage 
and 
support 
each other 
through 
our highs 
and lows.” 
Therefore 
we should call upon ourselves 
to behave as one cohesive 
community.

 The jungle of speculation 
and fear is not only present in 
our pods and lobbies, but also 
in our country. 
We might not be able to 

control the nation’’s techniques 
in spreading the information, 
but we can and must control our 

actions at Harpeth Hall. 
The abrupt nature of prying our 

students from the classroom also incites 
panic and fear in both the student 
herself and her surrounding peers.

 The rush to get students out of 
classrooms and into their homes is 
completely understandable, but 

I simply do not see why panic and 
chaos surrounding the quarantine 
is necessary. The manner in which 
this is discussed contributes to 
an overwhelming amount of 

embarrassment 
and unnecessary 
social isolation. 

This issue is 
much larger than 
a pandemic that 
will eventually fade 
into our memory. 
It will contribute 
to the fabric of our 

school. 
I was sitting in AP World History 

when Upper school social studies 
teacher Dr. Art Echerd wisely said 
that a pandemic mirrors society in its 
darkest times. 

I believe the values of our small 
Harpeth Hall community will be 
reflected long after our masks are 
removed and are able to high-five and 
hug each other again. 

It is up to us to establish what how 
Harpeth Hall will be remembered 
during the crisis of 2020 to the students 
at our school in the generations to 
come. 

TWO DIFFERENT WORLDS:TWO DIFFERENT WORLDS: Sophomore Ella Fridrich presents  Sophomore Ella Fridrich presents 
her painting in-person while junior Elizabeth Averbuch shows  her painting in-person while junior Elizabeth Averbuch shows  
her piece over Zoom on Nov. 11.her piece over Zoom on Nov. 11. Photo by Mia Corts, Photography Editor.  Photo by Mia Corts, Photography Editor. 

PPV POTENTIAL: PPV POTENTIAL: The graph depicts the The graph depicts the 2020 election results using the popular vote percentage plan. The 2020 election results using the popular vote percentage plan. The 
dark gray states and boxes are the Democratic votes, and the lighter gray represent the Republican votes. dark gray states and boxes are the Democratic votes, and the lighter gray represent the Republican votes. 
Graphic by Macy Richards, Opinions Editor.Graphic by Macy Richards, Opinions Editor.

While I believe there are While I believe there are 
ways to decrease the drama ways to decrease the drama 
of pulling students out of of pulling students out of 
class, the stigma around class, the stigma around 
isolation runs much deeper isolation runs much deeper 
within the Harpeth Hall within the Harpeth Hall 
community.community.

Modification of the Electoral College could make elections more representative
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Winter exams lead to division among students
BY HALLIE GRAHAM
Opinions Editor

  Exam week is a student’s last hurdle 
before a long break. Whether this interlude 
is summer vacation or winter break, 
exam week not only brings sweat, stress 
and Starbucks but also success, pride and 
camaraderie. 

Harpeth Hall, despite 2020’s choppy 
waters, will have exam week from Dec. 14 
to 18—the best decision made since 
the reopening in August. Having exam 
week distinguishes HH as resilient and 
dedicated to college preparation through 
an uncertain time. 

Exam-taking is a life skill. “There is 
something to testing on-demand. It’s 
good practice,” Upper School Director 
Armistead Lemon said.  

 If Harpeth Hall intends to keep the 
reputation of college preparatory school, 
teaching students how to prepare for 
and take exams is not optional. Without 
practice in taking cumulative tests, 
students will not perform well when 
they go to universities, leaving HH with 
a tarnished reputation. 

While exams are undeniably tiresome, 
exams make the hiatus from school taste 
sweeter. I enjoy exam week. In at 9 or 1, 
out at 11 or 3. Coffee before, lunch out 
after and a pajama day every day. 

The late-November rush of tests to fit 
in material before exams is more high 
stakes than exam week. Exams counting 
for only 15% of final grades instead of 
the regular 20% makes this year’s exam 
week less anxiety-inducing. 

Harpeth Hall’s exam week is presented 
in a moderately stressful way. Students 
have all day after their exam to study for 
the next day’s test allowing ample time for 
sleep as well, an equally important factor to 
studying.

“We looked at both sides.” Ms. Lemon 
said. “There is something to be said 
for dedicating a week to cumulative 
assessments rather than having all of 
November being filled with tests.”

High school exams are a memorable and 
crucial experience. Exam weeks are when 
friendships are forged and commonalities 
are discovered.

Exams are important now more than 
ever. 2020 has kept high schoolers from 
having regular school, much less exams. 
In a year of tentative schedules, restoring 
normalcy is crucial.

Students, teachers and administrators 
have been asked to shift and stretch in 
order to keep COVID-19’s effects at bay 
without much hope for return to regularity. 

From increased individual work to an 
operating synchronous quarantine school 
system, our community has needed to 
innovate. 

Exam week provides structure, 
accountability and the opportunity to 

show skill. “Exams are an opportunity 
to synthesize,” Ms. Lemon said. “It does 
offer a chance for students to demonstrate 
mastery.”

While the administration recognizes the 
magnitude of their decision to have exams, 
Ms. Lemon and other administrators feel 
like they have asked people to innovate too 
much.

“We did not want to reinvent the wheel 
in terms of a new way of assessing,” Ms. 
Lemon said. Having exams will establish a 
routine while not having to adopt a huge 
change. 

Reaffirming her confidence in the Upper 
School to stand together, Lemon said, “I 
feel like so much has gone by the wayside, 
and we’re doing this!” 

Exams bring steadiness and normalcy
BY KATE MAREE BREWER
Copy Editor

Normally, students who miss a month 
of school are not required to take exams. 
This is not a normal year. Because of 
Harpeth Hall’s decision to begin the 
year in a hybrid format, we have all 
been deprived of a month of sufficient 
classroom time. Harpeth Hall should 
treat final exams differently, perhaps 

cancelling them altogether.
We began the semester in a hybrid 

format and transitioned to full in-person 
learning in September. At any given 
time, there have been as many as 122 
students quarantined due to exposure to 
COVID-19. 

Although the virus did not infect any 
of those who had to quarantine from 
potential exposure at school,  online 
students have been greatly affected by 
having to sit in front of their computers 
all day rather than being in-person with 
their teachers.

When forced to stay home and 
attend class online, material is learned 
differently. It depends on the student, but 
many girls feel that being able to interact 
with a teacher in-person is an advantage 

that is stripped away when forced to 
quarantine. 

Not only does remote learning affect 
girls who are quarantined, but it also 
diminishes the benefits of discussions, 
group projects and the overall classroom 
environment.

If the purpose of a final exam is for a 
student to demonstrate knowledge and 
for the teacher to assess that knowledge 

gained, there is not an equitable 
way to assess all students whose 
circumstances are out of their control. 

This semester’s exams are open-note 
and while this may be a significant 
weight off of some students’ shoulders 
when studying, the term “open-
note” has an innumerable number 
of meanings to the wide variety of 
teachers on Harpeth Hall’s campus. 

Open or closed browser, fully open-
note, use of past assessments, use of 
teacher-provided notes: these examples 
demonstrate the chaotic nature of the 
unclear “open-note” mandate, only 
adding more stress to teachers’ and 
students’ plates. 

According to Upper School science 
teacher Samantha O’Connor, creating 
exams for students in various scenarios 
requires  enormous preparation. 

“I would love to have an exam 
that really represents an accurate 
demonstration of student knowledge, 
and that is hard to do if exams are 
all online,” Ms. O’Connor said. “I 

understand the circumstances, and I 
understand needing to have exams for a 
sense of normalcy.”
The Thanksgiving holiday resulted 

in more COVID-19 cases within the 
community. Between Nov. 29 and Dec. 
2, there were 10 new positive cases in the 
community, according to an email sent by 
Head of School Jess Hill. 

Families exhibit varying degrees 
of comfort with risk-taking. Some 
families interacted with larger numbers 
of potential COVID-19 carriers and 
increased the likelihood of spreading 
the virus.

The school has thus recognized that 
these are extenuating circumstances, 
which is why the school has opted 
for hybrid learning. With exams, 
too, Harpeth Hall should reconsider 
traditonal exams.

COVID complicates exam tradition

BEHIND THE PLASTIC SHIELD:BEHIND THE PLASTIC SHIELD:  Sophomore Vee Counter takes a test in-person during COVID-19. Sophomore Vee Counter takes a test in-person during COVID-19. Photo by Mia Photo by Mia 
Corts, Photography Editor. Corts, Photography Editor. 

New Winterim offerings deserve fair chance
BY OLIVIA HANDE
Backpage Editor

With life at school altered due to the 
pandemic, Harpeth Hall’s tradition 
of Winterim too has to adapt to keep 
students safe. Although the on-campus 
classes for underclassmen will remain the 
same to those of previous years, travel 
and internship opportunities for juniors 
and seniors are far more limited than 
before. Upperclassmen understandably 
are feeling let down by the loss of 
traditional travel opportunities, but I still 
have hope in the alternative programs. 

Unless one has a personal connection, 
most companies maintain closed-door 
policies for outside internships. Although 
the Winterim office is not organizing 
internships this year, upperclassmen 
may choose to pursue an independent 
internship, and the choice of an 
independent study remains from previous 

years. Students who do not choose 
to organize their own independent 
internship or study can be involved in 
immersive learning groups offered by 
Harpeth Hall. 

Despite their excitement for the new 
Winterim structure, many students are 
disappointed 
that they 
won’t have the 
experiences 
that 
upperclassmen 
have come to 
expect. 

This year in particular, we have to 
learn how to make the best out of 
what we have. Although Winterim 
is often associated with travel and 
internships, students and faculty 
created new opportunities that remain 
both adventurous and intellectually 

challenging. 
With traveling out of the picture, the 

Winterim office has developed new 
immersive exploration groups as an 
alternative. They will not only provide 
a perspective on specific topics that 
students are passionate about but like 

internships 
will aim to 
give students 
experience 
in potential 
future career 
paths. The 

implementation of these studies still 
fulfill Winterim’s initial goal: to expand 
intellectual horizons.

The classes are structured around a 
deep dive on a certain topic, reaching 
beyond the classroom. 

“There are some amazing opportunities 
in the immersive groups which are not, 

as some have assumed, ‘on-campus 
classes,’” Winterim Director Jacquie 
Watlington said. “They are all at off-
campus locations and there will be plenty 
of field trips and group activities so it will 
be fun and fulfilling.”

The Harpeth Hall upperclassmen 
are walking into Winterim without 
knowing what lies ahead, a journey we 
have learned to take often this year. We 
are disappointed to miss the traditional 
structure of Winterim, but look forward 
to taking advantage of the trajectory, 
learning not only how it can expand our 
intellectual horizons, but also what we 
can contribute to our community. 

As with much of what 2020 brings, we 
must accept adjustments and learn what 
they can still bring to us; Winterim is 
still going to happen, and no matter how 
different it may look, we will all leave 
with the significant takeaways. 

As with much of what 2020 brings, As with much of what 2020 brings, 
we must accept adjustments and we must accept adjustments and 
learn what they can still bring to learn what they can still bring to 
us.us.
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Save Our Stages aids struggling entertainment venues
National organization keeps Nashville’s entertainment industry alive during pandemic

Spotify releases much-anticipated personalized Wrapped playlists

ONE SONG AT A TIME: ONE SONG AT A TIME: Virtual Save our Stages fest took place on Oct. 12 to support independent venues. Virtual Save our Stages fest took place on Oct. 12 to support independent venues. 
Photo by Jen Cray.Photo by Jen Cray.

KATHLEEN KERR
Arts & Entertainment Editor

COVID-19 has forced entertainment 
venues across the United States to 
completely shut down until at least  
2021. Save Our Stages provides help to 
venues struggling to produce revenue 
during this year of uncertainty.

Save Our Stages is a national initiative 
sponsored by the National Independent 
Venue Association (NIVA) that is asking 
for government aid to combat the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Their primary 
goal is to foster live music by keeping 
independent venues open. Over 2,900 
venues have joined the association to 
help push legislation through Congress, 
including thirty-one Nashville locations.

To help get independent venues 
through the pandemic, Save Our Stages 
supports the Save Our Stages Act, 
aiming to subsidize small venues with 
no revenue coming in and no clear plan 
for reopening. The Act would provide 
a grant program that could be used for 
expenses from March 2020 to December 
2021. 

They also support the RESTART Act, 
which extends the federal program that 
provides low rate loans as an alternative 
to the Paycheck Protection Program. 
The RESTART Act would be available 
to more businesses and would be less 
restrictive, regarding what expenses the 
loans could go towards.

In addition, the initiative supports 

the continuation of unemployment 
insurance for closed businesses’ 
employees, and there is a NIVA 
Emergency Relief Fund which accepts 
donations to aid the most affected 

venues in the association. 
In Tennessee, Congressman Jim 

Cooper has been the only representative 
to sign the Save Our Stages Act. In 
September, Congressman Cooper was 
a guest columnist for the Tennessean, 
and he wrote an article supporting four 

bills that would help these venues. He 
explains why these businesses need help 
and why they are not currently getting it.

“Nashville generates at least 25% of all 
state revenue so everyone in Tennessee 

has a stake in helping our Golden Goose 
keep on laying eggs,” Congressman Jim 
Cooper said. “The state is spending 
hundreds of millions of which Nashville 
deserves its fair share. Unfortunately, 
the state government spends more time 
criticizing Nashville than helping us.”

Many artists have voiced their support 
for the initiative on social media. Some 
artists put together a YouTube video to 
express their support while others have 
sent messages via Instagram, Facebook 
and Twitter.

In Oct., NIVA hosted a 3-day 
virtual music festival by partnering 
with YouTube to raise awareness 
and donations. The virtual festival 
was hosted by Reggie Watts and 
featured artists such as Macklemore, 
Miley Cyrus, Little Big Town and the 
Lumineers at smaller venues all over the 
country. 

Nashville venues played a major role 
in the festival with performances from 
Kelsea Ballerini and Little Big Town 
at Exit/In, Brothers Osborne at Mercy 
Lounge and Brittany Howard and Reba 
McEntire at the Ryman Auditorium. 
Links to these performances and others 
from venues around the country are still 
available on the Save Our Stages website.

The website offers many different ways 
for people to interact with and help the 
initiative. There are also links to donate 
to the NIVA Emergency Relief Fund, 
and people can buy their merchandise. 

If people do not have the money 
to donate, they can easily contact 
Congressmen and women on the 
website with their prewritten message. 
People can simply enter their respective 
representative’s name and their contact 
information. 

BY JANET BRIGGS
Editor-In-Chief

Spotify Wrapped is one of the most 
highly anticipated releases of the year 
for many Spotify users, including many 
of our own Harpeth Hall music lovers. 
Especially with the pandemic, many 
people are expecting high stream times 
and many new artists in their Wrapped.

Spotify Wrapped is an automated 
review of your year in music by the 
numbers created from your Spotify 
account. The algorithm uses your 
streaming data from Jan. 1 to Oct. 31to 
create a personalized profile of your 
listening. The profile includes your top 
artists, songs, genres and albums of the 
year as well as your overall streaming 
times on Spotify. 

A significant factor contributing to the 
top charts this year is the phenomenon 
of TikTok. Many of the top songs of the 
year rose to fame on TikTok. There is also 
an expectation that many smaller artists 
who made it big on the app will make an 
appearance in Spotify’s charts. 

Quarantine itself also seems likely 
to affect the Spotify charts and stream 
times.

“I think that music taste develops 
heavily by one’s experiences and one’s 
maturity,” sophomore Anne Louis Todd 
said. “Quarantine will be interesting, too 
because people were listening to a lot of 
music during that time.”

Freshman Eden Powell was confident 
her top artist would be Kendrick Lamar. 
Alternatively, she expects “Circle the 
Drain” by Soccer Mommy to be her top 
song and potentially albums like Clairo’s 
Immunity or The Killers’ “Sam’s Town” 
to take her top album. While she usually 
falls into the indie-pop genre, she thinks 
her Kendrick Lamar streaming might 
push her into the rap category. Overall 
she predicts her streaming time to be 

around 1000 hours.
A more pop-

oriented listener, 
Anne Louis Todd 
expects artists like 
Billie Eilish and 
Ariana Grande 
as her top artists 
because of their 
recent releases, but 
she also falls back 
on some of her 
go-to artists like 
Lorde and Clairo 
heavily. Partially 
because of Tik Tok, 
Todd expects songs 
like “Heather” 
and “positions” 
to dominate her 
song charts and 
the Euphoria 
soundtrack to take 
her album top spot. 
Todd predicts 
that she clocked 
a whopping 1000 
hours of streaming time this year.  
      Alternatively, junior Emory Morgan 
sticks with more of a traditional grunge 
rock vein, expecting Elliott Smith and 
Nirvana to be her top artists of the year. 
Her love of new and old artists shows 
with her expectation of Phoebe Bridgers’s 
“Motion Sickness” taking her top song 
spot, and she had a more reserved 
prediction for streaming time at 160 
hours.  

Junior Katherine Hu fully expects 
that Frank Ocean will be her top artist. 
She also expects that popular TikTok 
song “I Met Sarah in the Bathroom” by 
awfultune to take her top song.  Her top 
album had more contenders with albums 
like “channel ORANGE” by Frank 
Ocean,  “Dreamland” by Glass Animals, 

“Sergeant Pepper” by the Beatles or 
“Because the Internet” by  Childish 
Gambino. Hu expects that her hours of 
streaming will add up to roughly 1000 
hours for the year. 

Senior Elise Ikejiani assumed a more 
indie vein to her musical trends. She 
expects Conan Gray to top her lists with 
the release of his album “Kid Krow” 
earlier in the year; however, Taylor Swift 
may reign supreme on her song chart 
with “seven” or Clairo with her album 
“Immunity.” Ikejiani was a little more 
reserved in her listening expectations, 
predicting 300 to 400 hours worth of 
stream time. 

Upper School math teacher Ms. Ellen 
Sevits primarily uses Spotify for daily 
listening on the way to school with her 

daughter or for some 80s jams. To this 
effect, she expects her top artist to be 
Dua Lipa, her daughter’s favorite artist, or 
potentially the band Heart. She and her 
daughter have contributed greatly to the 
1.2 billion streams that Dua Lipa’s “Don’t 
Start Now” has accumulated this year, 
so she expects this to be her top song. It 
could also be the epic pop ballad “Alone” 
by Heart, Ms. Sevits’ self-proclaimed lip-
syncing dream song. It will be interesting 
to see if the casual listening with her 
family ultimately shows more on her 
Wrapped than her personal listening.

A well-respected music fanatic and 
Upper School Latin teacher, Mr. Robert 
Womack embraces modern rock and 
alternative music for his predictions this 
year. Artists like the Glass Animals, The 
Killers, Future Islands and The National 
dominated his listening throughout the 
year. He expects Glass Animal’s new 
album “Dreamland,” specifically the song 
“Tangerine,” to lead his charts. After 
figuring that he listens to music about 
three hours a day on average, he predicts 
about 750 hours of stream time.  

Within our wide variety of music 
listeners, the overwhelming consensus 
was Ariana Grande taking the top spot 
for the overall Spotify charts. A few 
campaigned for Harry Styles and Megan 
Thee Stallion, as well, but the majority 
reasoned Grande’s new album would 
put her on top. Many predicted Megan 
Thee Stallion’s “WAP,” Harry Style’s 
“Watermelon Sugar” or Conan Gray’s 
“Heather” would take the top song spot. 

In regard to top albums, most people 
believe that Ariana Grande’s “Positions” 
will take the top spot, but “folklore” by 
Taylor Swift could be a contender merely 
because it was released earlier this year. 

Check out LogosNow for the follow-
up article with the results of both the 
individual and overall Wrapped charts.

STREAMLAND: STREAMLAND: 2020’s top artists appear on Wrapped Playlists. 2020’s top artists appear on Wrapped Playlists. Graphic by Janet Graphic by Janet 
Briggs, Editor-in-Chief.Briggs, Editor-in-Chief.
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Orchestra adapts to COVID with guest musician
BY ANNABELLE NOLAN
Staff Writer

Theaters, art galleries, orchestras, 
ballets and other arts have suddenly 
become absent from the lives of many 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Many 
performers and artists have suffered great 
personal and professional losses from the 
pandemic, including the cancellation of 
live performances. However, all over the 
world, the arts continue to thrive through 
new and innovative media, and creativity 
continues to blossom in the Harpeth Hall 
orchestra.

 The orchestra has adapted under the 
guidance of interim department chair of 
performing arts and orchestra director 
Lori McDermott. While each year 
inevitably brings new changes like the 
introduction of new chairs, new members 
and the loss of seniors as they graduate, 
the changes this year are particularly 
monumental making the most important 
value of this year the ability to adapt. 

One of the most celebrated parts of the 
orchestra experience is the time spent 
playing together and the unison of each 
instrument to create a whole piece. The 

Harpeth Hall orchestra uses Zoom for 
remote students to play along with the 
orchestra with their microphones muted. 

Students in the classroom are socially 

distanced and wear masks. Additionally, 
students record themselves playing their 
instruments, and these recordings are 
edited together to form their pieces.  

 “The blend of your playing with other 

instruments is what makes an orchestra, 
as opposed to just practicing alone, and 
that has been difficult with COVID,” 
junior and violinist Nash said.

The orchestra has continued to practice 
and perform through these challenges, 
although the experience is a bit different 
this year. 

While opportunities to perform for a 

live audience are slightly limited this year, 
recordings of the orchestra were played at 
events like the Mother Daughter Coffee 
and Thanksgiving assembly. 

The Upper School and eighth grade 
orchestra will be having their Winter 
Concert on Dec. 8, where they plan to 
release videos of their various works, 
such as Larry Moore’s Medley of Alla 
Tchaikovsky and their work with Mark 
Wood. 

Wood is a violinist who has performed 
with celebrities like Paul McCartney, 
Kanye West and Billy Joel. He also plays 
with the Trans-Siberian Orchestra 
and founded his own company 
manufacturing electric violins. Wood 
worked with the orchestra students on 
creating classical rock pieces, which goes 
hand-in-hand with his passion for music 
education, especially for high school 
students. 

Even with the absence of traditional 
live performances, it is clear that Harpeth 
Hall’s orchestra has innovated and 
adapted to bring students an experience 
just as vibrant as it would have been pre-
pandemic. 

Holiday season delivers new movies to streaming services

ORCHESTRA UPDATE:ORCHESTRA UPDATE: Sophomore Amelia Cummings practices during orchestra class on Nov. 10.  Sophomore Amelia Cummings practices during orchestra class on Nov. 10. Photo Photo 
courtesy of Mia Corts.courtesy of Mia Corts.

BY KATHLEEN KERR AND AVA SJURSEN
Arts & Entertainment Editors

“Holidate” follows Sloane and Jackson as they navigate 
being single during the holidays. After they both 
experience Christmas disasters, they agree to be each 
other’s date for New Year’s Eve. This romantic comedy 
may become another holiday distraction to fill your 
break, but it is more suited for watching with friends 
than with family. “Holidate” features Emma Roberts, 
Luke Bracey, Kristin Chenoweth and Jessica Capshaw 
and is now on Netflix.

On Dec. 11, Disney+ will release a holiday special 
with the cast of “High School Musical: The Musical: 
The Series.” The special features personal holiday stories 
from the cast, favorite holiday songs and new original 
music. The holiday soundtrack has already been 
released and is now available on streaming services. In 
addition, the special will feature a sneak peak of season 
two of “High School Musical: The Musical: The Series”.

In the new musical “Jingle Jangle: A Christmas 
Journey,” an inventive toymaker has until Christmas 
to come up with the new toy he promised or he will 
lose everything. To complicate things further, his old 
apprentice is determined to steal his newest invention. 
When his granddaughter shows up, she must help him 
before it is too late. Starring Forest Whitaker, the movie 
is perfect for watching with younger family members 
and is now available on Netflix.

“Happiest Season” tells the story of a young lesbian 
couple who return home in hopes of getting engaged. 
When Harper, played by Mackenzie Davis, tells her 
girlfriend that she isn’t out to her family yet, Abby’s 
plans are complicated. This movie aims to bring light to 
the struggles that LGBTQ+ people face when coming 
out often overlooked in mainstream media. This 
romantic comedy has skipped theaters and is heading 
straight to Hulu.

In this musical based on “A Christmas Carol,” Regina 
Fuller returns to her hometown ready to sell everything 
to a mall developer and evict everyone on Christmas 
Eve… until an angel arrives. The angel, played by 
Dolly Parton, tries to warm Regina’s heart and save 
Christmas. The movie features fourteen original songs 
sung by Dolly Parton, which is reason enough to give it 
a stream. It also stars Christine Baranski and is available 
on Netflix.

Vanessa Hudgens returns to Netflix in the sequel 
of her 2018 film “The Princess Switch.” Like the first, 
Hudgens plays both Dutchess Margaret Delacourt 
and baker Stacy DeNova. In the sequel, she adds a 
third character: Fiona, the Duchess’ evil cousin. When 
the Dutchess and her boyfriend experience some 
relationship trouble, Stacy must work to get them back 
together. Stacy’s plan, however, is complicated by Fiona’s 
arrival and subsequent mischievous behavior.

JINGLE JANGLE ALL THE WAY: JINGLE JANGLE ALL THE WAY: Magic comes to life in this holiday Magic comes to life in this holiday 
musical. musical. Photo courtesy of Netflix.Photo courtesy of Netflix.

HOLIDAYS WITH THE WILDCATS: HOLIDAYS WITH THE WILDCATS: Disney brings East High home for  Disney brings East High home for  
the holidays. the holidays. Photo courtesy of Netflix.Photo courtesy of Netflix.

PLUS-ONE PROBLEMS: PLUS-ONE PROBLEMS: Emma Roberts takes on a classic holiday Emma Roberts takes on a classic holiday 
dilemma in this snarky film. dilemma in this snarky film. Photo courtesy of Netflix.Photo courtesy of Netflix.

TRIPLE HUDGENS: TRIPLE HUDGENS: Evil look-alike wreaks havok on her other two Evil look-alike wreaks havok on her other two 
look-alikes. look-alikes. Photo courtesy of Netflix.Photo courtesy of Netflix.

COMING OUT THIS HOLIDAY SEASON: COMING OUT THIS HOLIDAY SEASON: Kristen Stewart proposes Kristen Stewart proposes 
changes to typical holiday movies. changes to typical holiday movies. Photo courtesy of Hulu. Photo courtesy of Hulu. 

JOLLY DOLLY: JOLLY DOLLY: Dolly Parton has the voice of an angel in this new Dolly Parton has the voice of an angel in this new 
Netflix film. Netflix film. Photo courtesy of Netflix.Photo courtesy of Netflix.
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Rowers adjust to pandemic guidelines  
BY SARAH LILLARD 
Staff Writer 

In the past, Harpeth Hall has had many 
athletes compete with Nashville Rowing 
Club (NRC), but their season thus far has 
looked far different than years past.

The relationship between Harpeth Hall 
rowing and NRC is complex and many 
misunderstand how they intertwine. 

While NRC trains year-round and 
sends athletes to compete in various 
esteemed regattas, such as Head of the 
Charles in Boston and Youth Nationals 
in Sarasota, Harpeth Hall Rowing is only 
in-season for the fall months, and the 
athletes compete solely at local races and 
scrimmages. 

Harpeth Hall does not have a separate 
set of coaches from NRC, rather a shared 
team of two coaches, Cory Sanderson 
(husband of Emy Sanderson, Upper 
School English teacher) and Will 
Hedgepeth, who instruct the combined 
group of athletes. 

Additionally, NRC is a coed team 
where Harpeth Hall athletes train side-
by-side with students from various 
schools, such as USN, Brentwood High 
and Father Ryan.

During a typical fall season, the 
rowers would have competed in big 
boats, with four or eight rowers and 
a coxswain at Music City Head Race, 
Head of the Hooch and a select few to 
Head of Charles. Unfortunately, this type 
of season was not possible during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Instead of racing in boats together, 
athletes were broken into small boats, 
meaning everyone had their own single 
boat that they rowed in, with the rare 
exception of siblings getting to row 
doubles together. Being in small boats 
was not altogether a setback for the team. 

 “In a small boat there’s more focus 

on your own technique and what you 
can correct personally,” sophomore 
rower Sophia Williams said. “If you’re 
doing anything wrong it becomes really 
apparent, and you either flip or make the 
adjustment.”

All races against 
other teams were 
canceled due to 
the advisory of 
US Rowing, the 
overseeing body 
for all club crew teams. Nashville Rowing 
did, however, host a series of small boat 
scrimmages on Percy Priest, their home 
body of water, allowing their athletes 
to get a taste of competition by racing 
against the other schools within the club. 

Harpeth Hall boasted some great 
results from these races, with Sarah 
Lillard and Emily Wood taking second 

and third, respectively, in the women’s 
1500m and 3200m and Harpeth Hall 
finishing first overall in the series.  

With daylight savings starting at the 
beginning of November, the athletes 

moved from 
training at 
Hamilton Creek 
Marina on Percy 
Priest Lake to their 
winter training. 

Winter training 
is well known by the athletes for being 
the most mentally and physically 
challenging of all. In a typical year, the 
men and womens’ teams would divide 
and rotate between weightlifting and 
running at Saint Cecilia Academy and 
rowing on the ergs in the Harpeth Hall 
field house. 

Once again, though, this type of season 

is not possible during the pandemic. 
Harpeth Hall has barred access to their 

athletic facilities for non-Harpeth Hall 
students, forcing the team to seek a new 
training location and settle at Cornelia 
Fort Airpark, located in East Nashville.

Training at Cornelia Fort is similar 
to what a rower would see in a typical 
winter season, except with a little added 
ingenuity. 

For example, instead of using hex bars 
and squat racks, the athletes train with 
homemade weights: PVC pipes filled 
with sand. 

While this year has presented many 
challenges for sports teams as they adjust 
to life within a pandemic, Harpeth Hall’s 
rowers have kept their competitive spirit 
alive.

“My favorite part about this team is the 
relationships we have with each other,” 
senior Emily Wood said. 

“I’ve had a constant group of friends to 
rely on for the past four years with this 
team.”

Even through a challenging year, the 
teammates continue to celebrate each 
other’s accomplishments, such as Emily 
Wood committing to be a D1 coxswain at 
Oregon State University. 

“Seeing her hard work pay off makes 
me so proud,”  sophomore Mary Virginia 
Sullivan said. 

“It’s inspiring to have worked alongside 
her, and I’m so excited for her future.” 

It’s clear that, despite the challenges 
and setbacks COVID-19 has presented, 
the athletes still value a positive 
atmosphere and know that the best way 
to continue to improve is to support and 
encourage one another. 

The team also remains hopeful that, 
come spring, they will once again be able 
to compete at their regular, high stakes 
regattas.

SCULLING SOLO: SCULLING SOLO: Coxswain Emily Wood rows in a single boat at a race prep practice on Oct. 16.Coxswain Emily Wood rows in a single boat at a race prep practice on Oct. 16.  Photo   Photo 
courtesy of Tim Rutledge. courtesy of Tim Rutledge. 

College basketball tips off for 2020-2021 season
BY TORI MCDERMOTT
Sports Editor

The official start date of the 2020-
2021 NCAA basketball season was Nov. 
25. After the official start date, almost 
all the teams made their opening 
impression on spectators around the 
country. 

It seems that this year, the University 
of Tennessee Vols will be the team to 
beat. 

With an ending record of 17-14 in 
the 2019-2020 season and the position 
of the eighth seed in the southeastern 
conference, the Vols ended their season 
with what would be considered as 
unimpressive by some fans.

However, along with the release of 
the start date of the basketball season, 
there were many pre-season polls that 
had Tennessee as the predicted no. 1 
seed in the Southeastern Conference, 
with the University of Kentucky in 2nd 
and Louisiana State University in 3rd.

The Tennessee Volunteers have not 
yet gotten the chance to make their 
season impression due to their first few 
games being cancelled. 

The Vols were supposed to play 
the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte on Nov. 25 and Virginia 
Commonwealth University on Nov. 
27 as part of the Volunteer classic but 
both games were cancelled.

The Volunteers first game is 
currently scheduled for Dec. 12 versus 
the University of Cincinnati. 

Basketball fans are hopeful that in 
the coming weeks when region games 
are played, the games will carry on as 
usual.

Although the season began on Nov. 
25, some of the college basketball 
leagues in America were not so lucky. 

As of Nov. 12, all Ivy League schools 
have cancelled all winter sports in 
their entirety for the 2020-2021 winter 
season. 

“Regrettably, the current trends 

regarding the transmission of the 
COVID-19 virus and subsequent 
protocols that must be put in place are 
impeding our strong desire to return to 
intercollegiate athletics competition in 
a safe manner,” the Ivy League Council 
of Presidents said in their statement.

Additionally, college basketball fans 
can plan to see many changes to the 
famous “March Madness” tournament.

The tournament has usually taken 
place all across the country in 13 
different cities; however, this year it 
will take place in a single city. 

The largest challenge that NCAA 

officials are trying to overcome as 
of now is finding a city with enough 
necessities to host the tournament. 

The NCAA is negotiating plans with 
the city of Indianapolis to host the 
whole tournament. 

Although this is a tradition these 
cities will be missing out on, there 
are hopes that by minimizing the 
tournament to a single city, the 
chances of the tournament shutting 
down due to a city’s outbreak is 
smaller. 

Even with the tournament taking 
place in a single city, the tournament 
would still proceed over the same 
duration as it has in years past with the 
final four taking place on Apr. 3 and 5. 

Along with the change to the Spring 
tournament, other changes to the 
season include a reduced number of 
games and a maximum number of 27 
regular-season games per team. 

Although there are many factors that 
might act as a barrier for the season 
this year, the determination of these 
teams to overcome any challenge for 
the chance to play is undeniable.

With up-and-coming teams that did 
not shine as they would have hoped 
last year, the season is bound to be 
eventful and a newly adapted normalcy 
to which college basketball fans can 
look forward. 

WARMED UP AND READY: WARMED UP AND READY: The Tennessee Volunteers are set to start their season on Dec. 12 against the The Tennessee Volunteers are set to start their season on Dec. 12 against the 
Cincinnati Bearcats. Many expect Tennessee to be a top team in the NCAA. Cincinnati Bearcats. Many expect Tennessee to be a top team in the NCAA. Photo courtesy of Caitlyn Jordan, Knoxville Photo courtesy of Caitlyn Jordan, Knoxville 
News Sentinel.News Sentinel.

NCAA sports take different approaches to acclimate to new COVID-19 restrictions

My favorite part about this team My favorite part about this team 
is the relationship we have with is the relationship we have with 

each other.each other.
Senior, Emily Wood
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Student section safely supports Honeybear athletes

THE BEARS SHOW OUT! THE BEARS SHOW OUT! Harpeth Hall students arrive Harpeth Hall students arrive 
on campus to send the soccer team off to Memphis for on campus to send the soccer team off to Memphis for 
the state quarterfinals. the state quarterfinals. Photo courtesy of Georgia Elder, Sports Editor .Photo courtesy of Georgia Elder, Sports Editor .

Educators switch fields from athletics to academia 
BY RILEY KATE HIGGINS
Sports Editor 

Although many students only see their 
teachers in an academic setting, some of 
Harpeth Hall’s teachers played sports at 
the collegiate level.

Visual arts teacher and former cross 
country coach, 
Carmen Noel, did 
cross country and 
track at Vanderbilt 
University. As a 
sophomore in high 
school, Ms. Noel 
began to receive 
letters from colleges 
about running in 
college. 

“I had a lot of 
success in high 
school, and I went to 
several regional and 
national meets where 
I guess I met certain 
times that colleges 
were looking for.” 

Throughout her 
college running 
career, she ran in 
many meets but 
Ms. Noel’s favorite 
memory was from 
her sophomore year. 
She ran for her PR 
at a regional meet, where she missed the 
qualifying time for the national meet by 
less than a second. 

“It was the best time I ever ran, and I 
definitely could not have run any harder,” 
Ms. Noel said. “I missed the cut-off, but I 
was really proud of myself.”

Although she does not run as much 

anymore, the sport left a mark on Ms. 
Noel’s life in a more personal way. Cross 
country and track allowed her to make 
connections with people who are still in 
her life today.

“A lot of my best friends and even my 
husband are people I met running during 

college,” Ms. Noel 
said. “I owe a lot of 
my relationships to 
the sport.”

At Harpeth Hall, 
Jim Romero is the 
famed Strength and 
Conditioning and 
Track and Field 
coach, but he was 
also a wide receiver 
and punt returner in 
college. After playing 
football and track in 
high school, Coach 
Romero knew he 
wanted to play in the 
PAC-12 conference. 

“It boiled down 
to Arizona, Cal 
Berkley,  Oregon 
and Washington 
University who 
all offered me 
scholarships,” Coach 
Romero said. 

Coach Romero 
chose Arizona and did track during his 
freshman year and played football for five 
years, using a red shirt year. 

During his senior year, Coach Romero 
and his team went 12-1 with a 23-20 win 
in the Holiday Bowl versus Nebraska. 
Arizona finished the season ranked 
number four in the nation. 

Although Coach Romero is not as 
involved with football anymore, he has 
continued to be involved in track. He has 
coached the Harpeth Hall track and field 
team for ten years. 

“I love coaching track,” Coach Romero 
said. “I think it’s a great sport to compete 
in at any level.” 

Upper School 
science teacher 
Legare Vest, played 
basketball throughout 
high school and 
college and she 
discovered her 
passion for lacrosse 
at college. Knowing 
she wanted to play 
sports, Mrs. Vest 
attended Sweet Briar 
College, a Division 
III all-girls school, 
where she tried out 
for basketball. 

“We didn’t have 
sororities, so sports 
were a great way to 
meet friends,” Mrs. 
Vest said. “We all had 
the shared interest 
and competitiveness.”

After her trip abroad 
to Germany, Mrs. Vest 
picked up lacrosse from her roommate.

“A lot of the rules of lacrosse  have 
some sort of connection to basketball,” 
Mrs. Vest said. “I didn’t yet know about 
lacrosse when I went into college.” 

After joining the lacrosse team, Mrs. 
Vest got to play other regional lacrosse 
clubs primarily in the Atlantic region. 

At Harpeth Hall, Mrs. Vest was a 

lacrosse coach, but she has not coached 
since 2015. As for basketball, Mrs. Vest 
coached JV basketball with former Upper 
School social sciences teacher Tony 
Springman.

Mrs. Vest’s love of lacrosse pushed 
her to work towards improving the girls’ 

lacrosse program 
in Tennessee. 
She founded 
the Tennessee 
Girls Lacrosse 
Association 
and fought and 
increased interest 
for an independent 
Tennessean 
lacrosse team to 
send to national 
championships. 
She also coached 
national teams 
and won one 
championship. 

“I coached 
because I think it’s 
really important 
for girls to play 
sports,” Mrs. Vest 
said. “I had to 
leave the sport 
of lacrosse in 
Tennessee better 

than I found it.” 
Unknown by their students, Harpeth 

Hall teachers excelled in sports at the 
collegiate level.

With a strong passion for these sports, 
Harpeth Hall teachers enjoy bringing 
their values and lessons learned from 
these sports to share with Harpeth Hall 
students.

RACING TO THE FINISH:RACING TO THE FINISH:  Carmen Noel Carmen Noel competes competes 
at a track event at Vanderbilt University in 2007.at a track event at Vanderbilt University in 2007.  
Photo courtesy of Carmen Noel.Photo courtesy of Carmen Noel.

DOWN, SET, HIKE!DOWN, SET, HIKE! Coach Romero poses for his  Coach Romero poses for his 
Senior football photo at the University of Arizona, Senior football photo at the University of Arizona, 
1995. 1995. Photo courtesy of Jim Romero.Photo courtesy of Jim Romero.

“The energy and school spirit for “The energy and school spirit for 
our friends on the field every game our friends on the field every game 
was so exhilarating and I couldn’t was so exhilarating and I couldn’t 
be more proud be more proud of my honeybears.”of my honeybears.”

Senior, Libby Tarantin

Harpeth Hall sporting events see an all-time high in attendance during fall seasons
BY GEORGIA ELDER & TORI MCDERMOTT
Sports Editors

Given that many activities and 
events have either been canceled or 
postponed in the 2020-2021 school 
year, students and faculty at Harpeth 
Hall are taking advantage of the 
sporting events that are open to 
spectators. Although COVID-19 
restrictions limit how students 
normally interact with each other, 
Harpeth Hall’s school sporting event 
attendance has surged to an all-time 
high with the current senior class. 

In past years, it has been well-
observed that, due to the amount 
of extracurriculars and outside 
activities Harpeth Hall students 
were a part of, attending their 
classmates sporting events and 
showing their spirit was not a 
priority. However, when comparing 
past years to this year, there is a 
visible difference.

Fall sports this year provided a 
sense of normalcy to both the fans 
and the players when everything 
else happening in the world felt 
discouraging, especially for the 
seniors.

“It was the first time I truly felt like 
life went back to normal. I felt like I 
was getting a part of my senior year 
back,” senior Lily Silvester said, when 
reflecting on the senior night soccer 
game. 

Additionally, the added uncertainty 
of the season ending at any time was 
always on the athletes’ minds. The 

athletes treated every game, match 
and race like it was their last.

As a product of this uncertainty, 
most teams’ bonds became tighter 
this season. Volleyball games, soccer 
games and cross country meets 
gave student athletes and their fans 
something to look forward to at the 

end of the day or in the middle of a 
difficult academic week. 

The bleachers at the Dugan Davis 
Track and Field complex became a 
place where people could rediscover 
their sense of community and support 
their friends on the field. 

“I think that there definitely was 
a greater sense of community this 
year because there was a feeling 
of gratitude in the stands for our 
opportunity to be able to safely 
support our friends playing the sports 
they love,” senior Sinclair Walker said. 

Multiple nights when there was a 
soccer game, the stands were filled 
with the hoots and hollers of the 
majority of the senior class and 
dedicated parents, administrators and 
teachers.

“Being in the student section at all 
the soccer games 
was always the 
highlight of my 
week,” senior Libby 
Tarantin said. 
“The energy and 
school spirit for our 
friends on the field every game was 
so exhilarating and I couldn’t be more 
proud of my Honeybears.” 

The majority of the cross country 
team finished off their season with a 
meet in Brentwood, where Honeybear 
fans showed out and shouted words of 
encouragement to the runners taking 
their final strides towards the finish 
line. 

“Seeing my friends at the finish 
line really just gave me that boost of 
energy and excitement that I needed 
to finish strong,” Tarantin said. 

The soccer team along with many 
Harpeth Hall and MBA seniors also 
cheered the volleyball team on as they 

defeated Ensworth High School on 
senior night. 

Being able to attend sports events 
has not only given the students 
something to do with their friends 
but has also given the athletes 
something to play for, knowing they 
have the support of their friends and 
teachers. 

“I was so excited to have so many 
people invested in something that 
meant so much to me,” senior soccer 
player Spencer Robbins said. 

Although COVID-19 has 
continually 
challenged 
the everyday 
lives of 
Harpeth Hall 
students, 
they 

redefined the word “community” 
through the support of teammates, 
classmates and friends. 

This year, the team was not only the 
coaches and players. It was the Harpeth 
Hall leadership who worked to make 
each sport’s season possible and to 
safely gather the community. It was 
the students cheering their hearts out 
at 6 p.m. on a Wednesday night. It was 
teachers watching the livestream with 
their families at home. It was everyone 
wishing the team luck after reading a 
gameday email.

“To be together with people, 
especially during COVID, has been 
really fun,” senior Maia Roark said.
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20  20  REASONS REASONS 2020 was not completely the 2020 was not completely the 
worst year everworst year ever

20. Shakira and 20. Shakira and 
Jennifer Lopez Jennifer Lopez 
performed at the performed at the 
Super Bowl halftime Super Bowl halftime 
showshow

19. McDonald’s 19. McDonald’s 
released spicy released spicy 
chicken nuggetschicken nuggets

18. Debby Ryan 18. Debby Ryan 
~hair tuck~~hair tuck~

17. Donald Trump’s 17. Donald Trump’s 
spray tan spray tan 

16. Netflix brought 16. Netflix brought 
us Tiger Kingus Tiger King

15. The long- 15. The long- 
awaited Friends awaited Friends 
reunionreunion

14. Billie Eilish 14. Billie Eilish 
swept the 2020 swept the 2020 
GrammysGrammys

13. Highest voter 13. Highest voter 
turnout of the 21st turnout of the 21st 
centurycentury

12. Drive-in movie 12. Drive-in movie 
theaters make a theaters make a 
comebackcomeback

11. Meagan Markle 11. Meagan Markle 
and Prince Harry and Prince Harry 
made their iconic made their iconic 
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10. One Direction 10. One Direction 
celebrated their ten celebrated their ten 
year anniversaryyear anniversary

9. Charli D’Amelio 9. Charli D’Amelio 
made her own drink at made her own drink at 
Dunkin’Dunkin’

8. Gigi Hadid and 8. Gigi Hadid and 
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7. Kanye West ran for 7. Kanye West ran for 
presidentpresident

6. Zendaya scored 6. Zendaya scored 
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EuphoriaEuphoria

5. Pope Francis 5. Pope Francis 
endorsed gay marraigeendorsed gay marraige

4. Alex Cooper 4. Alex Cooper 
becomes a single becomes a single 
fatherfather

3. AOC inspires women 3. AOC inspires women 
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2. Upcoming COVID 2. Upcoming COVID 
vaccine brings hope vaccine brings hope 
against the pandemicagainst the pandemic
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of color to be Vice- of color to be Vice- 
PresidentPresident

by Olivia Hande & Maggie Hederaby Olivia Hande & Maggie Hedera


