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Harpeth Hall introduces Bullard Bright IDEA Lab
BY LILY PRZYBYLINSKI
News Editor

The spring of 2022 looks to bring 
an exciting new addition to Harpeth 
Hall: the Bullard Bright IDEA Lab. This 
upcoming project was unanimously 
agreed upon by the Board of Trustees 
and is set to break ground at the end 
of the 2021 school year. The addition 
promises to open new avenues for 
creativity and collaboration for the 
students of both the Middle and Upper 
school.

The Bullard Bright IDEA Lab is the 
first step towards the next phase of 
Harpeth Hall’s 2018-2023 Strategic 
Plan. Following the completion of the 
IDEA Lab, the school plans to start 
updating the Massey and McMurry 
buildings.

 “In 2017, we drafted our Strategic 
Plan with four key sections: 
Community, College Preparatory, 
Financial Strength, and Leading Edge. 
The philosophy behind Leading Edge 
is that we are such a strong school on 
so many fronts, nationally recognized 
in many ways, and we want to keep 
performing at that high level and even 
go beyond,” Upper School Director 
Armistead Lemon said, “With this 
in mind, one of the strategies under 
Leading Edge was to create a Center for 
Innovative Teaching and Learning.”

After speaking with other girls’ 
schools, the administration took 18 
months to devise a model for the Bright 
IDEA Lab. The renderings of the space 
plan to transform the 6,600 sq. foot 
gymnasium built in 1953 into a modern, 

12,995 sq. foot creative enterprise. 
Harpeth Hall is in the middle of a 
capital campaign for the Lab, currently 
having raised around 70 percent of the 
estimated 5.9 million dollars needed to 
complete the project.

“It was this sort of nebulous idea, it 
didn’t quite have edges to it, we just 
knew we wanted a space or a place to 

bring students, teachers, experts from 
outside the community together, to 
create, to build, to tinker, it didn’t need 
to be only STEM, it didn’t need to be 
only humanities or the arts, it was a 
space or a place that was going to bring 
everybody in,” Ms. Lemon said.

The IDEA Lab’s inspiration was drawn 
from both the founding principles 

of the Stanford d.school, Lipscomb’s 
SPARK Idea Center, and the Wond’ry 
at Vanderbilt University. “Only 20-25 
percent of the work that is happening 
is direct classroom use; it is students on 
their own just doing really cool things, 
and we think our girls are ready for 
that,” Ms. Lemon said when speaking of 
the inspiration. 

The planning groups drew from a tour 
of the Wond’ry.

In a statement released to the public 
announcing the new project, Harpeth 
Hall expressed their hopes regarding 
the IDEA lab’s functionality. “An 
epicenter for creativity, critical thought, 
and collaboration, the Lab will bring 
Middle and Upper School students and 

teachers together to learn from each 
other, build on shared experiences, 
take intellectual risks, and explore new 
frontiers,” Harpeth Hall’s report said. 

The acronym IDEA stands for 
Innovation, Design, and Education 
in Action, and the school plans to 
dedicate this space to the intersection 
of these different ideas and disciplines. 
Humanities and STEM courses alike 
will support more hands-on, interactive 
learning thanks to the IDEA Lab.

Some of the highlighted features of 
the Lab include a student’s common 
area and loft, a teaching kitchen, a 
multimedia project room and a maker’s 
space that will surpass the capabilities 
of the Design Den. These spaces are 
planned to support extensions to the 
standard curriculum such as classes 
in Raspberry Pi and Python coding, 
robotics projects, radio show and 
podcast production and calculus labs.

Ms. Lemon referenced Tim Fish, the 
Chief Innovation Officer at the National 
Association of Independent Schools, 
while explaining what she thought the 
Bright IDEA Lab would do for Harpeth 
Hall in the future.

“He said, schools are in this pandemic 
and you have two options: you try to go 
back to status-quo and just try to gather 
up the pieces, or you emerge as a better, 
stronger school and you take what 
you’ve learned and you leap forward,” 
Ms. Lemon said. “The schools that are 
going to survive are those that really 
capitalize on what we have learned in 
this moment, and I’m so pleased. For 
us, it will be the Bright IDEA Lab.”

THE FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT: THE FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT: Computer-generated designs for the new Bullard IDEA Lab were sharedComputer-generated designs for the new Bullard IDEA Lab were shared
with Harpeth Hall students on Jan. 29. with Harpeth Hall students on Jan. 29. Photo courtesy of  Orcutt | Winslow.Photo courtesy of  Orcutt | Winslow.

Teachers travel across Tennessee to receive vaccine
BY SHREYA PRIYADARSHI
Staff Writer 

In Tennessee, the first COVID-19 
vaccine was administered in mid-
December to a healthcare worker. 
According to the New York Times, 
1.58 million people in the state of 
Tennessee have been vaccinated as 
of March 5. At the start of February, 
teachers at Harpeth Hall began receiving 
the COVID-19 vaccine as Tennessee’s 
phase 1b commenced. Phase 1b for 
vaccinations consists of prioritized 
vaccination of K-12 childcare providers, 
teachers and staff.  

Due to the large number of healthcare 
workers in Davidson County, faculty 
signed up for waiting lists using the 
State of Tennessee’s Health Department 
website in order to receive the vaccine 
sooner. 

Consequently, most teachers drove at 

least an hour and a half across Tennessee 
into various counties such as Warren 
and White County to receive the vaccine 
more expeditiously. About a dozen 
teachers even ended up getting the first 
dose of the vaccine at a Walmart in 
McMinnville.  

“Now Davidson County has caught 
up vaccinating teachers, so we were 
able to go online and get our second 
appointment here in Nashville, so we 
don’t have to drive back to McMinnville, 
not that it wasn’t lovely,” said Upper 
School math teacher Polly Linden. 

After receiving their first dose of 
the Moderna vaccine, some teachers 
experienced side effects which, 
according to the FDA, can include pain 
or tenderness in the injection arm, 
fatigue, nausea, vomiting and fever. 
“My arm was sore for about three days 
but nothing serious,” Upper School 

science teacher Lisa Keen said. 
Other teachers had more serious 
experiences with side effects. 
“It was pretty intense but for 
a short period of time,” Upper 
School science teacher Leslie 
Chamberlain said. 

In early March, many teachers 
will be receiving their second 
dose of the vaccine. As a more 
significant percentage of the 
population begins to receive the 
vaccine, the school environment 
becomes safer for both students 
and faculty. “Even though I feel 
the school has done so much to 
keep us safe and the students have 
been good at staying safe...having that 
vaccine just gives you that reassurance,” 
Dr. Chamberlain said.  

Being cautious, some teachers are 
remaining remote until a larger number 

of people have been vaccinated. 
“Even though I don’t think anything 

will ever go back the same that it was 
before COVID, we can at least start, 
and hopefully enjoy some of spring at 
Harpeth Hall,” Ms. Linden said.
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SHOTS, SHOTS, SHOTS:SHOTS, SHOTS, SHOTS: Mrs. Croker eagerly receives her  Mrs. Croker eagerly receives her 
vaccine in White County, Tennessee on Feb. 3. vaccine in White County, Tennessee on Feb. 3. Photo by Joe Croker.Photo by Joe Croker.
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Backlash against Biden builds over immigration 
BY OLIVIA MAJORS 
News Editor

Joe Biden’s campaign was partially built 
on promises to reopen the United States as a 
beacon to refugees and immigrants from all 
over the world. Biden not only announced 
plans to reverse former President Trump’s 
policies surrounding immigration, but also 
rolled out a series of his own policies which 
he planned to implement in his early days in 
office. 

In the first weeks of his presidency, Biden 
signed a slew of executive orders reversing 
most of former President Trump’s anti-
immigration policies, lifting a freeze on the 
issuance of green cards, halting construction 
of the border wall and rescinding a Trump 
order that had vastly expanded the removal 
of asylum seekers. 

These changes in policy came with a 
change in numbers: in October, Customs 
and Border Protection reported just over 
4,700 families attempting to cross into the 
U.S. In Jan., that number grew almost to 
7,500 families. As the number of people 
crossing the southern border rises, the 
administration’s immigration approach is 
being tested, and scrutinized, early on. 

“We must acknowledge the border crisis, 
develop a plan, and, in no uncertain terms, 
strongly discourage individuals from Mexico 
and Central America from ever making the 
dangerous journey to our southern border,” 
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy 
wrote in a letter to Biden on Mar. 5. 

In a departure from both the Obama 
and the Trump administrations, the Biden 
administration has said that it is trying to 
move the U.S. immigration system away 
from its reliance on the long-term detention 
of asylum seekers. This change in rhetoric 
came with a wave of criticism from policy 

makers who supported Trump’s approach to 
immigration. 

“President Biden’s actions are encouraging 
more illegal immigration and enticing more 
parents to bring their children to the United 

States since they know they’ll be quickly 
released into the interior of our country,” 
Rep. James Comer said,“President Biden 
should follow President Trump’s lead in 
order to stem the crisis at the border rather 
than resorting to catch and release.”

Biden has continued a Trump-era practice 
of expelling immigrant adults and families 
under a public-health declaration issued by 
Trump at the beginning of the COVID-19 

pandemic. This order, known as Title 42, 
allows immigrants and asylum seekers to 
be turned away at the border without due 
process as a protection against the spread of 
COVID-19. Despite continuing this practice 

for families and adults, Biden has refused 
to turn away unaccompanied minors at the 
border. 

These minors, who will become the U.S. 
government’s responsibility until they are 
turned over to relatives or sponsors living 
in the country, threaten to overwhelm 
the government shelters in place. By late 
Feb. around 90 percent of shelter capacity 
was occupied due to both the influx of 

migrants and the COVID-19 physical space 
constraints. The federal government has 
been taking in an average of 321 migrant 
children per day, a number that has been 
climbing since Biden took office. 

“The numbers are significant, the 
challenge is significant and our plans are 
well underway as we build the capacity to 
address the needs of the children,” Secretary 
of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas 
said,“And we are rebuilding from scratch.”

The overwhelming number of children 
in temporary holding facilities and the 
continuation of Title 42 has been seen as 
a failure of the Biden administration by 
many progressives. In a letter to Secretary 
Mayorkas on Feb. 23, 61 Democratic 
representatives called for the rescindment of 
Title 42. 

“The CDC order authorizing expulsions 
without due process under Title 42 was 
immoral and dangerous when issued and 
continues to put hundreds of thousands of 
people at risk,” the letter said, “We urge you 
to safely and effectively end this practice as 
soon as practicable.”

Biden’s cautious strategy struggles to 
discourage a surge in illegal immigration 
while still reversing Trump’s “dismantled 

and inhumane” immigration policies, 
according to White House press secretary 
Jen Psaki. As bipartisan pressure mounts 
at the border, the Biden administration is 
continuing to urge both supporters and 
critics to be patient with immigration reform. 

“It takes time to build out of the depths 
of cruelty that the administration before 
us established,” Secretary Mayorkas said. 
“What we are seeing now at the border is the 
immediate result of the dismantlement of the 
system and the time that it takes to rebuild it 
virtually from scratch.”

IMMIGRATION STATIONIMMIGRATION STATION A group of mothers and children are dropped off at the Brownsville, Texas bus  A group of mothers and children are dropped off at the Brownsville, Texas bus 
station upon release from CBP custody, and await Covid-19 testing by the city Brownsville, while volunteers station upon release from CBP custody, and await Covid-19 testing by the city Brownsville, while volunteers 
help them with bus tickets, clothes, kids’ toys and food on Feb. 20. help them with bus tickets, clothes, kids’ toys and food on Feb. 20. Photo by Ilana Panich-Linsman, The New York Times.Photo by Ilana Panich-Linsman, The New York Times.

Lebanon crisis escalates after prominent political activist murdered
BY GABBY MCHAOURAB
Staff Writer

The latest in a myriad of crises 
that Lebanon is facing, the alleged 
assassination of political activist Lokman 
Slim leaves his supporters and peers 
worried about the future of the country. 

On Feb. 4, Slim was found dead in his 
car in southern Lebanon with multiple 
bullet wounds. Although the group 
publicly denounced the killing, many 
believe his death to be the work of the 
Shia Muslim terrorist organization 
Hezbollah. In the weeks leading up to 
his death, Slim condemned the group’s 
supporters for allegedly accusing him of 
treason and threatening him at his home.

Slim was a publisher and filmmaker; 
however, he had also joined an activist 
organization against Hezbollah. Part 
of the Shia 
minority 
population 
of Lebanon 
himself, 
Slim openly 
criticized 
Hezbollah’s 
violent 
militancy 
in Lebanon 
and the 
Middle East. Speaking out against such 
a powerful terrorist group came with 
significant risks: the country’s history is 
tainted with attacks against journalists, 
activists and protesters who criticized 
Hezbollah.

“Lokman Slim publicly and privately 
acknowledged that there were threats 

being made against his life, and yet he 
bravely continued to push for justice, 
accountability, and the rule of law 
in Lebanon,” Dorothy Shea, the U.S. 
ambassador to Lebanon, said in a 
statement released shortly after his death. 
“This assassination was not just a brutal 
assault on an individual, but a cowardly 
attack on the principles of democracy, 
freedom of expression, and civic 
participation.”

Hezbollah first came to power in 1982 
in the south of Lebanon. During the 
Lebanese civil war, Hezbollah gained 
more and more support, and the group 
has been involved in the country’s politics 
since the end of the war in 1990. By 2006, 
its military strength had grown to the 
point of being more powerful than the 
official Lebanese army. In 2020, Lebanon 

formed a 
government 
that is entirely 
controlled by 
Hezbollah and 
its allies. 

Slim’s death 
has caused 
fear among his 
supporters and 
peers because 
many politically 

motivated crimes in Lebanon remain 
unsolved. An investigation launched 
in 2020 after the deadly explosion in a 
Beirut port on Aug. 4 has yet to yield any 
information as to who or what caused 
the disaster. “This investigation must not 
follow the pattern of the Beirut port blast 
investigation that six months on remains 

inconclusive and without accountability,” 
U.N. Special Coordinator for Lebanon 
Jan Kubis tweeted on Feb. 4. “People must 
know the truth.”

Many people fear that Hezbollah 
gaining political power could lead to more 
political assassinations and instability 
in the country. Although political 
assassinations have been rare in recent 
years, Slim’s supporters wonder if this 
killing marks the beginning of an influx 
of attacks against Hezbollah’s critics. “It 
is dangerous that there could be a return 
to assassinations,” Shiite journalist and 
Hezbollah critic Ali al-Amine said.

In addition to Slim’s death, Lebanon 
has multiple crises that have caused the 
country to be brought to the brink of 
collapse. A prominent issue has been the  
COVID-19 pandemic. At the beginning 
of 2021, Lebanon reached its highest rate 

of positive tests, with 4,801 cases a day. 
Along with COVID-19, Lebanon has 

been facing an economic crisis since 
the start of May 2020. The country’s 
economy is threatened by an “arduous 
and prolonged depression,” as reported by 
the World Bank in Dec. 2020. The crisis 
forced Lebanon to declare bankruptcy. 
As a result, the government was forced to 
devalue their currency, causing famine 
across the country.  

These crises continue to have a 
palpable effect on the citizens of Lebanon, 
including my aunt Zeina Kotieche. “The 
situation will not improve, at least not in 
the near future. It will only get worse due 
to the current economic crisis and the 
increase in the gap between the different 
social classes and the inefficiency of 
government institutions on top of existing 
issues,” Kotieche said. 

AT ATTENTION AT ATTENTION Members of the Hezbollah terrorist group march during a ceremony in Lebanon. This Members of the Hezbollah terrorist group march during a ceremony in Lebanon. This 
group is suspected to be responsible for Lokman Slim’s death on Feb. 4. group is suspected to be responsible for Lokman Slim’s death on Feb. 4. Photo by Al Khamenei/CC BY 4.0Photo by Al Khamenei/CC BY 4.0

“This assassination was not just a “This assassination was not just a 
brutal assault on an individual, but brutal assault on an individual, but 
a cowardly attack on the principles a cowardly attack on the principles 
of democracy, freedom of expression, of democracy, freedom of expression, 
and civic participation.”and civic participation.”

- U.S. Ambassador to Lebanon, 
Dorothy Shea
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Anti-coup protests erupt in Myanmar
BY MAIA ROARK 
News Editor
        On Feb. 1, Myanmar underwent 
a coup d’état. Staged the day 
before the swearing-in of the 
Burmese Parliament, 
Senior General Min 
Aung Hlaing, the 
Commander-in-Chief of 
the Defense Services of 
Myanmar, orchestrated 
the military overthrow.

Asserting that 
the 2020 Burmese 
general election was 
fraudulent—despite 
state commissioner’s 
confirmation of the 
results’ validity—
Hlaing declared a state 
of emergency. The 
Burmese military, also 
known as the Tatmadaw, 
claim that Myanmar will 
remain under military 
rule for one year until 
another election can be 
held. 

Military rule is not 
a novel occurrence in 
Myanmar; the country 
experienced a coup in 
1962 and was ruled 
by the military until 2011. In its 
tentative decade of democracy, 
Myanmar never fully left the 
shadow of military rule; its first 
president in 2011 was Senior 
General Than Shwe, former Prime 
Minister of the recently deposed 
military government. 

The Tatmadaw employed several 
tactics to maintain power in the 
month since the coup. Key political 
leaders of the National League 
of Democracy Party (NLD) like 
State Counsellor Aung San Suu 
Kyi and President Htin Kyaw were 
arrested on Feb. 1. The military 
charged State Counsellor Kyi with 
possessing and using illegally 
imported walkie-talkies. Former 
president Kyaw was arrested for 
violating COVID-19 restrictions 
while on his campaign trail in 2020.  

In response to their 
imprisonment, anti-coup protestors 

took to the streets, demanding that 
democracy be restored. Each day, 
thousands of people march holding 
signs that read ‘Free Our Leader’ 
and ‘Resist Military Coup.’ 

Each night around 8 p.m., the 
sound of banging pots and pans can 
be heard throughout Burmese cities. 
This creative form of resistance 
allows a wider span of participation 
with lower risks of imprisonment or 
exposure to COVID-19. 

“I wish 
that the 
world 
[would] 
hear the 
sounds 
of pots 
that I am 
hurtfully 
banging 
every 
night,” a citizen said. 

The Hunger Games’ three-finger 
salute has also become a common 
symbol of resistance, as well as red, 
the color of the NLD. In a speech to 
the U.N. on Feb. 26, Burmese envoy 

Kyaw Moe Tun gave the salute as he 
denounced the military’s actions. 

“We will continue to fight for a 
government which is of the people, 
by the people, for the people,” Mr. 

Tun said. The Tatmadaw attempted 
to fire Mr. Tun for his remarks, but 
his new replacement has since quit. 

“I’m a civil servant and I take 
instructions from the government, 
but the military illegally took state 
power,” said Mr. Tun, arguing that 

he has the right 
to remain as an 
envoy. 

As protests 
continue, 
peaceful 
marches have 
escalated into 
a rapid-fire 
conflict with 
Tatmadaw 

security forces. The U.N. estimates 
that over one thousand protestors 
have been arrested. Suppression 
tactics began as tear gas and rubber 
bullets but spiraled into live rounds 
of ammunition. On March 3, 

Myanmar experienced its deadliest 
day of protest yet, resulting in 38 
deaths. 

“Today it was the bloodiest day 
since the coup happened on Feb. 

1,” U.N. special envoy 
on Myanmar Christine 
Schraner Burgener said. 
“Over 50 people [have] 
died since the coup 
started.” 

The international 
response to the coup 
d’état has been varied. 
When the coup first 
occurred, many countries 
saw sanctions as the most 
viable mode of retaliation. 
However, sanctions are 
ineffective in hindering 
a government that 
experienced five decades 
of isolationist policies 
under military rule. 

“We are used to 
sanctions and we have 
survived those sanctions 
in the past,” the Burmese 
military said in a 
conversation with U.N. 
special envoy Burgener. 

The U.N. Security Council 
has yet to condemn the 

Tatmadaw’s actions because China 
maintained its veto power. However, 
the council met in a closed meeting 
on March 5, and a response may be 
divulged in the future. 

In terms of an American 
response, the Biden Administration 
has tightened its Burmese sanctions 
and voiced its deploration of the 
coup. “This latest escalation in 
violence demonstrates the face of 
the junta’s complete disregard for 
their own people,” State Department 
spokesman Ned Price said. “It is 
unacceptable.” 

As protests continue, there 
is still a chance for democracy 
to prevail. Myanmar’s tentative 
decade of a parliamentary republic 
from 2011-2021 has shown that 
change is possible. The world will 
be watching as Myanmar takes its 
next steps, whether it be a return to 
military rule or democracy. 

OH MY, MYANMAROH MY, MYANMAR  Anti-coup protestors marching through the streets of Myanmar on Feb. 14.  Anti-coup protestors marching through the streets of Myanmar on Feb. 14.  Photo by Htin Linn AyePhoto by Htin Linn Aye

Harpeth Hall announces new holiday for Yom Kippur
BY ELIANA SCHNEIDER 
Staff Editor

At the beginning of spring 
semester, Harpeth Hall announced 
that the 2021-2022 school year would 
include a new Fall holiday. 
This day off on Sept. 16th 
will coincide with the 
Jewish holiday of Yom 
Kippur. 

Coming after the 
Jewish New Year of Rosh 
Hashanah, Yom Kippur is 
one of the holiest days of 
the year. On this day, Jews 
fast for a full 24 hours, 
refrain from all work and 
spend the day in synagogue to atone 
for their sins and ask for forgiveness 
in the new year. 

“For several years in the Leadership 
Team, we have talked about adding 
a Fall Holiday and aligning this 

with either Rosh Hashanah or Yom 
Kippur,” Ms. Armistead Lemon, 
Director of the Upper School, said. 

“We review the calendar a year 
in advance every year to make sure 

that we have the required number of 
in-person school days. I believe that 
number is around 172. This year, we 
called a holiday in October on very 
short notice, and we felt that it was 
beneficial to our community and 

made sure to go on with the addition 
of a formal Fall Holiday for 2021.” 

In past years, Jewish students have 
felt additional academic pressure 
due to their absence for an entire 

school day following 
the observance of their 
High Holy Days. This 
Harpeth Hall addition 
allows Jewish students 
to observe and enjoy 
their holidays without 
the consequences of 
taking a day off from 
school. 

“I feel like this is a 
really good decision,” 

freshman Sydney Johnson said. 
“Now, during Yom Kippur, I do not 
have to worry about being behind 
on school work or doing work on 
an important day in Judaism. This 
makes more time for my family and 

celebrating the holiday as it should 
be celebrated.” 

FAMILY FESTIVITIES FAMILY FESTIVITIES Senior Eliana Schneider  Senior Eliana Schneider  
(center) celebrates Rosh Hashanah with her siblings (center) celebrates Rosh Hashanah with her siblings 
on Sept.  30, 2019. on Sept.  30, 2019. Photo courtesy of Eliana SchneiderPhoto courtesy of Eliana Schneider

“Now, during Yom Kippur, I do not have to “Now, during Yom Kippur, I do not have to 
worry about being behind on school work or worry about being behind on school work or 
doing work on an important day in Judaism. doing work on an important day in Judaism. 
This makes more time for my family and This makes more time for my family and 
celebrating the holiday as it should be celebrating the holiday as it should be 
celebrated.” celebrated.” 

Freshman, Sydney Johnson

“We will continue to fight for “We will continue to fight for 
a government which is of the a government which is of the 
people, by the people, for the people, by the people, for the 
people.”people.”  

- Burmese envoy, Kyaw Moe Tun
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Lip-sync battle group triumphs for second year in-a-row
BY LENA QIAN
Feautres Editor

Sophomore Christiane Morton 
peers through the wings of the stage. 
“Exaggerate. Exaggerate every move,” she 
tells herself. With the lights down and the 
hosts retreating from the stage, Morton 
walks alone onto the stage. There’s a 
drumroll and then the music starts. 

Half an hour later, Morton and fellow 
sophomores Sarah Martin Sachtleben, 
Veronica Pierce, Ruby Wolter, Lailah 
Rucker, Avery Hassan and Julia Tavi are 
crowned the Lip-Sync Battle champions 
for the second year in a row. 

Since 2019, Upper School English 
and math teacher Ellen Sevits has been 
responsible for running the Lip-Sync 
Battle. Because of the mask-mandate, 
Mrs. Sevits 
has had to 
brainstorm 
ways to keep 
the show 
going. The 
solution was 
to use partially 
transparent 
masks with 
touches of 
dishwashing 
soap, 
preventing the 
masks from 
fogging up. 

“They 
weren’t perfect, 
but it still gave 

a better overall vibe of what you were 
emoting on the stage,” Mrs. Sevits said.

Last year, Morton’s group won the 
battle with their performance to “Cruisin’ 
for a Bruisin’.” 

This year, they chose a series of Bruno 
Mars’ songs and mashed it up to “Cruisin’ 
for a Bruisin’.” Their goal was the same: 
winning the Lip-Sync Battle.

“It was exciting because we won last 
year as well and we wanted to repeat that 
and see if we could do it again,” Morton 
said.

During exam week, Rucker, who 
was remote, and Sachtleben each 
choreographed half of the dance. The 
other members were instructed to learn 
the dance throughout winter break. 

When they got 
back to school, they 
practiced every 
morning.

“My favorite part 
was when we started 
getting it down-
down,” Morton said.

A tactic they used 
to get the dance 
cleaned was judging 
themselves. Around 
two of the dancers 
would perform while 
the others would 
critique them. 

According to 
one of the judges, 
Assistant Athletic 
Director Hannah 

Asafo-Adjei, 
the winner was 
decided based 
on each group’s 
choreography, 
costumes 
and how well 
practiced they 
were.

“Ultimately, 
the first group 
[Morton’s group] 
hit the mark on 
each of these 
factors,” Coach 
Asafo-Adjei said. 
“We were very 
impressed with 
the complexity 
of their choreography and how well 
rehearsed their performance was. It had a 
‘wow’ factor!”

The other four groups that competed 
this year used the songs of  Nessa Barrett’s 
“Pain,” Bruno Mars’ “Grenade,” Donny 
Osmond’s “I’ll Make a Man out of You,” 
and a mix of One Direction and Taylor 
Swift. Although these groups lost, Mrs. 
Sevits noted the impact they had on the 
audience.

“Even more so this year, with the fact 
that we’re in a pandemic, each group 
brought something that we all needed,” 
Mrs. Sevits said.

The faculty performance ended the 
show with rhythmic ribbons, an electric 
fan and Upper School math teacher Dora 
Biegl’s signature red, high heel boots. The 

participants, 
theatre 
teacher 
Janette Fox 
Klocko, 
Upper 
School world 
languages 
teacher 
Jerard White, 
Mrs. Sevits, 
Mrs. Biegl, 
department 
chair of 
Upper School 
English 
Kristen 
Meltesen, 
Upper School 

math teacher Pemberton Heath and 
Upper School science teacher Samantha 
O’Connor, performed to Damn Yankees’ 
“High Enough.”

Recruiting the faculty, however, was 
difficult for Mrs. Sevits. Some, after 
catching sight of Mrs. Sevits, would even 
try to walk away from her.  Nevertheless, 
once the faculty saw the ribbons, it was an 
instant “yes” from them.

“It reminded me of the magic of 
something like the Lip-Sync battle,” Mrs. 
Sevits said. “If you let your guard down, 
some magic can happen.”

Although the Lip-sync Battle was 
altered to comply with COVID-19 
guidelines, the Bruno Mars’ mashup 
group was still able to grab another win 
and have fun while doing so.

Atlas Workshops provide Winterim virtual alternative
BY KARINA SHAH AND ISABELLA 
BALDWIN
Staff Writers

Because not all students were able to 
go to school in-person for Winterim, 
Harpeth Hall provided them instead 
with the opportunity to substitute Atlas 
Workshops for the regular Winterim 
experience. After being recommended 
by other schools and respected 

education professionals, Harpeth Hall 
looked to Atlas Workshops as the 
Winterim alternative. 

The goal of the Atlas Workshops, 
according to their website, is to inspire 
creative engagement to the world. 
Similar to Harpeth Hall’s mission 
statement, the workshops have a goal 
to develop innovative global programs 

that inspire critical thinking and creative 
engagement with the world. 

Atlas offered a range of topics for 
students to participate in, including 
how to create podcasts and running a 
business as an entrepreneur. The final 
project of each student’s self inquiry 
culminated in a project fair and group 
celebration on the last day. 

It only started with eight remote 

students, but about 36 students ended 
up participating in Atlas Workshops 
because of unexpected quarantines. 
Although there were some concerns 
that the program’s virtual travel would 
not compare to the actual travel that 
had preceded it, the overall reaction was 
enthusiasm.

Sophomore Gracie Sloan reflected on 

her flexible schedule, emphasizing that 
it was much less structured than regular 
Winterim classes. Sloan remembered 
playing lots of games during lunch hour 
and appreciated that she could easily 
manage her workload so that she would 
be able to spend time with her family. 
Sloan also appreciated the vast amount 
of options Atlas offered. 

“My favorite part of online learning 
was the variety of different activities that 
we could do,” Sloan said. 

Sophomore Lailah Rucker also enjoyed 
activities 
that were 
not usually 
offered at 
Harpeth Hall.

“We did 
activities that 
we wouldn’t 
typically do 
on campus 
such as using 
science to 
create the 
perfect cookie recipe,” Rucker said.

Atlas Workshops allowed students 
to communicate and engage globally, 
broadening the education platform 
in ways that mimic the traditional 
Winterim experience. 

“The fact that we couldn’t go out in 
the world, but we could bring so many 
resources from around the world and get 
a whole, full experience while following 
COVID protocols is pretty amazing,” 
Winterim Director Jacquie Watlington 
said.

Junior Abby Brandau was able to learn 
about different cultures without having 
to physically travel. 

“I loved meeting people around the 
world. I met with an artist from India, a 

journalist from Greece, a songwriter in 
New York and so many more,” Brandau 
said.

However, the virtual workshops still 
had their faults. According to many 
participants, although the schedule was 
more flexible, the methods used to track 
participation time were cumbersome 
and confusing. Many Google Docs and 
spreadsheets were used to record time 
spent working, which became difficult to 
keep track of. 

“One of the things that was not the 
best was the 
amount of time 
we had to do 
per week for 
each activity,” 
Brandau said. 

Nevertheless, 
Atlas 
Workshops, 
according 
to Winterim 
Internship 
Coordinator 

Sinclair Kelly, were flexible and able to 
expand their programs to accommodate 
a varying number of remote students 
while also providing new topics and 
content.

“They are a great resource because of 
their experience in the global education 
world for us to talk about possibilities 
and risk management and safety,” Ms. 
Kelly said. “It added another layer of 
depth to Winterim.”

Since the Winterim experience was 
well-liked by students and because 
the objectives of Atlas Workshops 
align well with Harpeth Hall’s mission 
statement, Harpeth Hall, according to 
Ms. Watlington, plans to continue its 
partnership in the future.

CRUISIN’ FOR A BRUISIN’: CRUISIN’ FOR A BRUISIN’: Sophomore group wins 2020 Sophomore group wins 2020 
Lip-Sync Battle competition with “Cruisin’ for a Bruisin’.” Lip-Sync Battle competition with “Cruisin’ for a Bruisin’.” Photo Photo 
courtesy of Veronica Pierce.courtesy of Veronica Pierce.

BACK-TO-BACK CHAMPIONS: BACK-TO-BACK CHAMPIONS: Sophomores Avery Hassan, Sophomores Avery Hassan, 
Julia Tavi, Sarah Martin Sachtleben, Lailah Rucker, Christiane Julia Tavi, Sarah Martin Sachtleben, Lailah Rucker, Christiane 
Morton, Ruby Wolter and Veronica Pierce win the Lip-sync Battle Morton, Ruby Wolter and Veronica Pierce win the Lip-sync Battle 
for the second time on Jan. 21. for the second time on Jan. 21. Photo courtesy of Veronica Pierce.Photo courtesy of Veronica Pierce.

“The fact that we couldn’t go out “The fact that we couldn’t go out 
in the world, but we could bring in the world, but we could bring 
so many resources from around so many resources from around 
the world and get a whole, the world and get a whole, 
full experience while following full experience while following 
COVID protocols is pretty COVID protocols is pretty 
amazing.”amazing.”

- Winterim Director,  Jacquie Watlington- Winterim Director,  Jacquie Watlington

A 2020 COLLAGE: A 2020 COLLAGE: Sophomore Lailah Rucker created a collage of 2020 as her Atlas Workshops’  final project. Sophomore Lailah Rucker created a collage of 2020 as her Atlas Workshops’  final project. 
Photo courtesy of Lailah Rucker.Photo courtesy of Lailah Rucker.
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School’s budget bleeds into period products
BY ANNA LEMARBRE
Staff Writer 

Although rarely talked about in casual 
conversation, menstrual cycles affect 
girls and women of all ages, including 
the majority of the 719 students at 
Harpeth Hall. 

Through sophomore Veronica 
Pierce’s vision and the student 
council’s efforts, Feb. 19 to Feb. 24 
was an attempt to combat the stigma 
surrounding periods and to provide 
menstrual products for both Harpeth 
Hall students and the greater 
Nashville community. Pierce and the 
student council organized the drive 
with the idea of having products in 
the bathrooms around Harpeth Hall’s 
campus instead of the main office to 
ease the pressure of carrying around 
or locating period products. 

“We wanted to have this drive to 
spread period awareness throughout 
the Harpeth Hall community,” Pierce 
said.

Along with the direct effect on 
Harpeth Hall’s community, the 
drive contributed half of its supply 
to The Next Door, a local safe 
haven for women in crisis. Through 
these contributions, Harpeth Hall 
supported not only the student body 
but also women in the community 
affected by period poverty. 

As well as a physical contribution, 
the period product drive was paired 
with a casual day and facts in the daily 
announcements leading up to the 
drive. These additions to the drive were 
included to reduce the stigma around 

periods and to educate students about 
period poverty. 

“It communicates with people wearing 
red as a whole that our students are 
thinking about [the stigma around 

menstruation],” Pierce said. “[The casual 
day] is coming together as a community 
and engaging in this somewhat silly act 
of wearing red to show that Harpeth 
Hall is really aware of this problem and 

wants to tackle it.”
Many students and teachers 

participated in the casual day by 
wearing red, and some supported the 
drive by donating pads and tampons. 

Additionally, the red casual day 
sparked conversations about 
periods among the student body. 

“I thought it was pretty fun, it 
made my day,” sophomore Ella 
Allen said. “[Students] talked 
about periods a little more, so I 
think it raised awareness.” 

The Upper School daily 
announcements included facts 
about menstruation to bring 
awareness to the stigma around 
periods. For example, only 12 
percent of young people on their 
periods have access to products.  

The drive’s products are 
a starting point for period 
awareness at Harpeth Hall, and 
Pierce continues to work with 
the administration to finance 
and process the logistics of 
maintaining a period product 
supply within each Harpeth Hall 
bathroom. Furthermore, the drive 
was extended from Feb. 22-24 to 
allow for more students to donate. 

In the future, Pierce and the 
student council want to adapt to 
the Harpeth Hall students’ needs 
in supplying period products. The 

hope is that Harpeth Hall can be an 
example for other schools that being on 
your period is an integral part of girls’ 
and womens’ health that can and has 
been addressed by schools. 

BY RUTHIE GAW
Staff Writer

Dante Alighieri’s “Inferno,” 
“Purgatorio” and “Paradiso” are 
the three parts that comprise “The 
Divine Comedy.” Upper School social 
sciences teacher Art Echerd guided an 
independent study of the Divine Comedy 
during Winterim with 16 juniors and 
seniors. 

The first time Dr. Echerd taught the 
class was during Winterim in 1999. 
Motivated by the 
desire to read literary 
works outside of the 
classroom, several 
students approached 
Dr. Echerd and asked 
for a Winterim class 
dedicated to medieval 
literature. 

They explored 
works, such as 
“Beauwolf ” in 
addition to the “Divine 
Comedy.” Since 1999, 
the class has shifted 
to solely focusing on 
Dante. 

Although the 
independent study 
is open to all juniors 
and seniors, it is more 
angled to students who 
wish or are required to 
stay at Harpeth Hall for Winterim, such 
as swimmers or basketball players. 

The class emphasized three major 
skills: reading, discussing and writing. 
Students were required to read a few 
cantos of the “Divine Comedy” every 
night. 

Junior Sabrina Russell particularly 

enjoyed reading the piece because of the 
life lessons she was able to learn. 

“You can take away how to be a better 
person,” Russell said. “And how to love 
other people no matter what you believe.” 

Dr. Echerd enjoyed reading the poem 
for the ninth time simply because it’s his 
favorite work of literature. 

“I think the Divine Comedy is the 
single greatest work of literature, ever,” 
Dr. Echerd said. 

After reading, students came to school 

and discussed the epic poem in depth. 
Themes including love, sin, free will and 
redemption circulated throughout the 
classroom. 

“[Free will] allows a true form of love 
for each other, and another thing we 
talked about was the mutuality of love.” 
Russell said. 

The class also discussed Dante’s 
journey through “Inferno,” “Purgatorio” 
and “Paradiso.” Through examining 
his travels, students were posed with 
questions regarding identity and 
morality. 

 “[Dante] found himself somewhere 
within those 14,233 lines,” Russell 
said. “And in sharing this poem with 
the world, he hoped that it could save 
someone else just like it did him.” 

The final activity the class participated 
in was writing, and 
students were challenged 
to write a journal entry 
everyday. The entries 
consisted of personally 
responding to the cantos 
they read. Just like Dante, 
students were sent on 
an internal voyage to 
figure out exactly what 
the “Commedia,” another 
name for the “Divine 
Comedy,” meant to them. 

Students were assigned 
a cumulative project to 
answer the following 
question: why did 
Dante write the “Divine 
Comedy?” In the form 
of a short essay, students 
explored the motive 
behind the masterpiece. 

“He wanted to give his 
testimony to show the saving power 
of mutual love and to give hope to any 
one of his readers close to the edge of 
despair,” Russell said. 

By reading the “Divine Comedy,” 
the Dante Winterim class engaged the 
sixteen participants in intimate, thought-
provoking deliberation.

Sixteen students explore Dante’s “Divine Comedy” 

PERIOD PRODUCT DONATIONS: PERIOD PRODUCT DONATIONS: Sophomores Riley McDaniel Sophomores Riley McDaniel 
(left) and Corinne Pope (right) donate supplies to Harpeth Hall’s first (left) and Corinne Pope (right) donate supplies to Harpeth Hall’s first 
Period Product Drive on Feb. 11. Period Product Drive on Feb. 11. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor.Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor.

BUSTS AND BOOKS: BUSTS AND BOOKS: Junior Sabrina Russell studies Dante’s “Purgatorio” intently next to a bust Junior Sabrina Russell studies Dante’s “Purgatorio” intently next to a bust 
of the writer himself on Jan. 12. of the writer himself on Jan. 12. Photo by Janet Briggs, Editor-in-Chief.Photo by Janet Briggs, Editor-in-Chief.
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BY GENEVA BASS 
Features Editor

Harpeth Hall freshman Shreya 
Priyadarshi’s plane landed on the tarmac 
in Chicago, and she hailed a car to drive 
directly to the Hyatt Regency McCormick 
Place hotel for the chess 2019 All-Girls 
National Championships.

Priyadarshi’s opponent was rated 
around 1800, 500 more than Priyadarshi 
herself at the time since Priyadarshi was 
in a category for her age and not her 
rating. Two hours later, Priyadarshi had 
her opponent in checkmate. 

The game of kings has experienced a 
revival during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Approximately 47.1 percent of Harpeth 
Hall students have played chess in the 
past two years. 1.4 percent play daily, 5.6 
percent play weekly and 19.4 percent play 
at least once a month. 

Many people have had events canceled, 
extracurriculars complicated and plans 
foiled by the emergence of the pandemic. 
The largest surge in Chess.com online 
games began directly after Mar. 11, the 
day the NBA suspended its season due to 
COVID-19. 

Perhaps chess and the poetic ability to 
be utterly 
in strategic 
control is 
attractive. 
Writer 
Charles 
Buxton 
MP once 
wrote that “in life, as in chess, forethought 
wins.” Forethought in life has in many 
ways been thwarted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Perhaps chess is the newest 
form of focused distraction, of intellectual 
escapism.

Everyone from Arnold 
Schwarzenegger to 2020 NBA 
MVP Giannis Antetokounmp and 
President Joe Biden have begun 
regularly playing chess during 
the pandemic according to the 
Wall Street Journal. Madonna and 
Julia Roberts have both had chess 
ratings above 2000, placing them 
near the Fédération Internationale 
des Échecs Master level of 
2300+. Senator Bernie Sanders 
challenged Joe Biden to a game of 
Chess when he endorsed Biden in 
an April live stream. 

Suddenly there have become 
pop culture references to chess. 
The Netflix miniseries “The 
Queen’s Gambit,’’ a series about 
a precocious young female 
chess Grandmaster, has become 
Netflix’s most-watched scripted 
miniseries. Chess World 
Champion Magnus Carlsen has 
become a household name.

An esoteric game long at the 
fringes of trend and borderline 
antiquated to old-world libraries, 
chess is finding its way into 

conversations 
at Harpeth 
Hall and 
MBA. Some 
students play 
chess for the 
fellowship, 
some for the 

intellectual competition and others for 
the strategy. 

“I play chess because it enriches my 
mind and enhances my critical thinking 
skills,” freshman Ruthie Gaw said. 

Other students employ chess to 

heighten their EQ in tandem with their 
IQ. 

“You learn how to not be so quick 
with your actions, how to think more 
thoroughly,” freshman Michelle Ikejiani 
said, who has scored 1300 on the online 
platform Chess.com. 

Upper School math teacher Pemberton 
Heath plays online chess with her friends 
and former students. 

“Everything you learn about chess 
opens up more to learn,” Ms. Heath 
said. “The game has so many layers. You 
can play it as a novice, just learning the 
basic moves, or you can learn tactics and 

strategy. It’s a never ending puzzle to 
unpack.”

Priyadarshi is ranked number 72 
in the top 100 Chess US Girls Age 14. 
Sophomore Julia Allos’s father, Mr. 
Suhail Allos, was an Iraqi chess National 
Champion and a member of the Iraqi 
chess team in the 1970s. 

The Harpeth Hall chess presence is 
strong and continues to grow with the 
international pandemic chess revival. As 
international cognoscenti flock to the 
Sicilian Defence and the Queen’s Gambit, 
Harpeth Hall has established itself firmly 
in the game of kings. 

Chess revival sweeps globe and HH community

CHECK THIS OUT: CHECK THIS OUT: Shreya Priyadarshi plans her moves in a chess tournament on Sept. 23, 2018. Shreya Priyadarshi plans her moves in a chess tournament on Sept. 23, 2018. Photo courtesy of Shreya Photo courtesy of Shreya 
Priyadarshi.Priyadarshi.

SDLC attendees urge HH to continue action
BY TAYLOR PERKINS
Staff  Writer

Every year since 2000, Harpeth 
Hall students have attended the NAIS 
Student Diversity Leadership Conference 
(SDLC), and faculty have attended the 
adjacent People of Color Conference 
(POCC).

SDLC connects high school students 
from different backgrounds to focus 
on learning how to become allies, 
build community and practice effective 
strategies for social justice

“It is such an empowering, validating, 
illuminating conference,” Upper School 
Director Armistead Lemon said. “We 
care deeply about growth at Harpeth 
Hall, and this is a way for students to 
grow and to come back to our school and 
help change our school for the better.” 

Last year, from Nov. 30 to Dec. 4, 
Harpeth Hall senior Sydney Wynn, 
junior Betsy Rogers, sophomore Karina 
Shah, senior Nora Wang, junior Cori 
Magsby and senior Elise Ikejiani 
attended SDLC via Zoom. 

The students who attended SDLC were 
sorted into infinity groups depending on 
their ethnic, cultural or racial identity. 
Family groups were randomly selected 
small groups of people from many 
different infinity groups. Topics such as 
money, race, sexuality and gender roles 
were discussed in these different groups. 

After their experiences at SDLC, the 
five Harpeth Hall attendees led a meeting 
attended by all middle school and upper 
school teachers, Middle School Director 
Judi O’Brien, Upper School Director 

Armistead Lemon and Head of School 
Jess Hill.

At this meeting, Magsby, Wynn, Wang 
and Ikejiani recounted important SDLC 
discussions, their main takeaways from 
the conference, the results from a late 
January Harpeth Hall survey and how 
to have conversations about race in the 
classroom. 

The survey the SDLC attendees 
sent to Harpeth Hall high schoolers 
measured sentiment regarding classroom 
conversations about race, mental health 
and gender.

“They shared the survey and the 
survey responses, which were really 
powerful and meaningful to the faculty,” 
Mrs. Hill said. 

The students discussed the importance 
of acknowledging who is and is not 
in the room when having discussions 
about diversity in the classroom. SDLC 
attendees also advised teachers to avoid 
pointing out students within the certain 
minority group that a discussion is 
mainly about. 

The Harpeth Hall administration has 
also been actively working to fulfil their 
commitments from the Strategic Goal: 
Community in Harpeth Hall’s 2018-2023 
Strategic Plan.  

“It’s more than the numbers of getting 
people into the school. It’s about how 
we include our students and faculty in 
making sure they feel like they belong,” 
Mrs. Hill said. “We concentrated more 
initially on bringing more students of 
color, and that’s always ongoing. I think 

we absolutely need to concentrate on 
bringing in more faculty of color, so 
that’s definitely something we’ve put a lot 
of extra effort into.”  

The Harpeth Hall leadership team 
is now in the final stages of hiring a 
Director of Equity and Inclusion to 
spearhead improvement of diversity on 
campus alongside faculty and students. 
The BIPOC Faculty Alliance has just 
recently been formed to make sure 
faculty in those minority groups feel 
comfortable at Harpeth Hall and have a 
sense of belonging. 

There has been ongoing professional 
development for the leadership team and 
academic council to ensure there is no 
hidden bias in hiring decisions. 

The Harpeth Hall faculty has also 
been working on action steps to fulfill 
their strategic plan, a draft of a bias 
reporting plan, curricular review of 
every department to ensure Harpeth 
Hall’s curriculum is up to par with their 
diversity and equity stances, increasing 
representation on the Board of Trustees, 
and ways for more parents of color to 
engage in the parent association. 

The faculty has realized that a common 
theme in conversation with SDLC 
attendees is the need for Harpeth Hall to 
be more transparent in what the school is 
doing to advocate for more inclusive and 
equitable practices.

Harpeth Hall is actively working on 
improving the diversity and inclusion 
of the school, and one way to do this is 
continuing to send girls to SDLC.

SDLC SMILES:  Cori Magsby, Nora Wang, Karina Shah, Betsy Rogers, Elise Ikejiani and Sydney Wynn reunite 
over Zoom on Feb. 17 after attending the Student Diversity Leadership Conference from Dec. 1 to 4. Photo by 
Elise Ikejiani. 

“You learn how to not be so quick “You learn how to not be so quick 
with your actions, how to think more with your actions, how to think more 
thoroughly.”thoroughly.”

- Freshman, Michelle Ikejiani
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HH launches $10,000 Student Investment Fund
BY CHEKAYLI MEYER 
Staff  Writer 

“Teach her about how money really 
works, and she can change the world,” is 
a universally known adage said by Linda 
Davis Taylor, the CEO of the Clifford 
Swan Investment Counsel located in 
Pasadena, California. 

During the battle against COVID-19, 
this has proved increasingly true as an 
understanding of personal finance has 
proved essential. 

Harpeth Hall has created a Student 
Investment Fund with a goal of 
increasing financial literacy and 
providing real-world investment 
experience. All Harpeth Hall Upper 
School students are invited to improve 
their financial 
knowledge. 
To be 
financially 
literate is a 
long-term 
investment.

The 
Student 
Investment 
Fund, a part of the Business and Finance 
Club, focuses on researching and 
investing in publicly traded companies 
with potential for future growth. The 
Student Investment Fund will utilize 
Merrill Lynch’s research tools. 

With an initial starting amount of 
$10,000, the club aims to grow the 
portfolio to $100,000. A Harpeth Hall 

parent donated the seed amount of 
$10,000. Once the goal amount has been 
reached, the Student Investment Fund 
will be able to allocate grants to Harpeth 
Hall student organizations. 

The club has adopted a democratic 
system in which all Business and 
Finance Club members vote on the 
amount of shares the fund should 
purchase of a proposed stock. On Feb. 2, 
31 members of the Business and Finance 
Club met during Community Time for a 
Student Investment Fund informational 
meeting. 

On Feb. 24, the Business and Finance 
Club virtually hosted alumna Catherine 
Schulte to share her experience in 
leading a team at Baird, a financial 

services 
company 
based in 
Wisconsin. 
It analyzes 
publicly traded 
companies in 
the healthcare 
sector, 
providing 

opinions on stocks, financial analysis 
and research reports.  

On March 6, the 27 Business and 
Finance Club Student Investment Fund 
Portfolio Managers separated into the 
five largest GICS Sectors: Consumer 
Discretionary, Communication Services, 
Financials, Information Technology and 
Health Care. Each researched potential 

stock 
investments 
in their 
sector. 

 The 
faculty 
sponsors of 
the Business 
and Finance 
Club are 
Upper 
School math 
teachers Tad 
Wert and 
Dora Biegl. 

The 
Student 
Investment 
Fund will 
invest for 
the long term. “Don’t even think about 
short-term trading!” Mr. Wert said. 
“Successful investors buy stock in solid 
companies with the potential for long-
term growth, and they hold onto it.” 

The Student Investment Fund 
provides a learning opportunity for 
students interested in gaining real-world 
investment experience. 

“Students have done stock market 
simulations in Middle School and now 
this club allows students to invest in 
companies on behalf of the school” 
Chief Financial Officer Tom Murphy 
said. The Student Investment Fund 
allows for positive growth in both a 
student’s ability to invest in stocks and to 

demonstrate philanthropic compassion 
once the portfolio goal is reached.  

The Student Investment Fund provides 
a supportive environment of shared 
knowledge and individual capacity to 
excel in investments. 

“The Student Investment Fund is an 
invaluable opportunity and learning 
experience for young women interested 
in gaining real-world investment 
experience,” Business and Finance Club 
President and senior Neva Bass said. 

The best investments are made with 
a culmination of ideas from different 
perspectives. 

“The most important investment you 
can make is in yourself,” investment 
luminary Warren Buffett said.

INVESTING ADVENTURES:  Sophomore Riley McDaniel attends a Business 
& Finance Club Student Investment Fund meeting on Feb. 24.  Photo by Mia Corts, 
Photography Editor. 

“The Student Investment Fund “The Student Investment Fund 
is an invaluable opportunity and is an invaluable opportunity and 
learning experience for young learning experience for young 
women interested in gaining real-women interested in gaining real-
world investment experience,”world investment experience,”

- Senior, Neva Bass

Free Speakers sparks conservative conversations  
BY PRIYANKA CHIGULURI 
Features Editor        

Co-presidents of the Free 
Speakers, sophomores Aden Barrett 
and Ellie Knouse, introduced their 
new Moon Club to Harpeth Hall 
in February. The mission of the 
Free Speakers is to provide a safe 

conversation space for all students, 
particularly those who share 
conservative political beliefs.  

After the 2020 presidential 
election, Knouse and Barrett wanted 
to create a space for conservative 
students to be heard without 
judgment. The co-presidents 

pitched their 
idea of the Free 
Speakers to the 
Student Council, 
and Upper 
School Director 
Armistead Lemon 
approved their 
club. 

“I think we 
genuinely saw 
a need in the 
classroom and 
at Harpeth Hall 
in general for 
students that are 
more conservative 
or right-leaning to 
have a place to say 
what they want, 
which is what 
inspired [the Free 
Speakers],” Knouse 
said. 

The Free 
Speakers have two 
faculty sponsors: 
Upper School 
English teacher 
MarQuis Chappell 
and Strength and 
Conditioning 
Director Jim 
Romero. 

“Aden Barrett and 
Ellie Knouse asked 
if I would be willing 

to open up my room for their club, 
and I was happy to support their 
endeavor,” Coach Romero said. 

Mr. Chappell is passionate about 
creating a safe learning environment 
for all students. However, he plans 

to leave his position as a sponsor 
for Free Speakers once the club 
gets started because he is currently 
committed to various clubs. 

“Something I do believe in is being 
a school community that talks about 
creating spaces where all students 
feel safe, seen, valued and heard, and 
if there’s a feeling that there isn’t a 
space for that, then maybe we can 
create it,” Mr. Chappell said. 

“I heard Ellie and Aden’s proposal 
and thought that we just need to 
create a space here, so I wanted to 
help them get it started.”

Club discussions will be centered 
around current issues regarding 
politics in the United States. The 
Free Speakers will not be focused 
on international issues unless they 
are directly relevant to the United 
States. 

On Feb. 25 during Community 
Time, Knouse and Barrett worked 
with the other leaders of the Free 
Speakers to plan their first meeting. 
The leadership also includes vice 
president and junior Hannah 

Ericson, secretary and sophomore 
Cara Leigh Hardy and treasurer and 
sophomore Kate Maree Brewer. 

“The first meeting is going to be 
introductions to [the club leaders] 
and conservative principles; any 

other meeting will 
have a topic of 
education,” Barrett 
said. 

“Ellie and I would 
teach for maybe 
15-20 minutes with 
videos, articles or 
anything else relevant 
to the topic, and then 
we would break up 

into small groups and discuss.” 
Following the club’s first meeting 

on March 5, the leaders plan to 
work with other conservative 
organizations that are linked to the 
community outside of Harpeth Hall 
in the future.   

“There’s an organization called 
Turning Point USA, which is a group 
of young Republicans throughout 
the country trying to encourage 
younger generations to be involved 
with politics,” Knouse said. “We will 
probably work with them.” 

Additionally, Turning Point has a 
Nashville High School chapter that 
some Harpeth Hall students are 
affiliated with.  

As the Free Speakers continues to 
develop, it provides a space within 
Harpeth Hall for conservative 
students to converse and plans to 
eventually extend past Harpeth 
Hall. The Free Speakers is a 
space for right-leaning students 
to develop their political voices 
through conversation and learning 
techniques with like-minded peers. 

LOOKING TOWARDS FREEDOM: The Free Speakers’ Treasurer Kate Maree Brewer, 
Secretary Cara Leigh Hardy and Co-Presidents Ellie Knouse and Aden Barrett lead the 
club’s first meeting on Feb. 5. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor.

“I think we genuinely saw a need in “I think we genuinely saw a need in 
the classroom and at Harpeth Hall the classroom and at Harpeth Hall 
in general for students that are more in general for students that are more 
conservative or right-leaning to have conservative or right-leaning to have 
a place to say what they want, which a place to say what they want, which 
is what inspired [the Free Speakers].”is what inspired [the Free Speakers].”

-Sophomore, Ellie Knouse 



Biden embarks on first fif ty days Biden embarks on first fif ty days 

Entering o�  ce on Jan. 20, Joe Biden’s 
inauguration occurred just over two weeks 
a� er the insurrection on the Capitol on Jan. 
6. Taking o�  ce with increasing political 
divisions, Biden entered o�  ce with not 
only the COVID-19 crisis and its economic 
impacts, racial injustice and climate 
change, but also an increasingly divided 
nation because of Trump’s insistence on the 
illegitimacy of the election.

“� ere are going to be at least two 
chapters to the Biden presidency. One is the 
immediate: vaccination, economic relief, 
and a signal to the world that we are not as 
isolationist as the previous four years would 
suggest,” biographer Jon Meacham said, “� e 
second chapter, the success of which depends 
on the success of the � rst, is whatever the 
president chooses to emphasize as the second 
wave of action beyond the pandemic and the 
pandemic’s implications.”

As Biden prioritizes immediate economic 
relief and safely reopening the country, 
he is also facing lack of trust in American 
democracy at home and abroad. 

“My own opinion is that if the � rst � ve 
to six months can show people in Arizona, 
West Virginia, and many other places that 
government, which has been under sustained 

attack for so long, can in fact work, that 
creates a political sensibility where people 
might trust the government to undertake 
further tasks,” Meacham said. 

However, even if he is able to convince 
Americans who’ve lost trust in democracy, 
Biden faces a splintering Republican Party 
in Congress, attempting to grasp onto 
Trump’s legacy and retain his voters. With 
more extreme party members such as Rep. 
Marjorie Taylor Greene and Senator Josh 
Hawley emerging as faces of the post-Trump 
Republican Party, it is evident that the 
Republican Party has no plans to abandon 
Trumpism which could hurt the party in the 
long-term. 

“� e issue for the Republican Party today 
is that if democracies self-correct by adapting 
to the will of the people, a pretty basic 
democratic principle, then a presupposition 
is that you heed the will of the people, you 
respect elections,” Meacham said, “What 
we saw, which we have not seen ever in 242 
years, is instead of acknowledging they lost an 
election and adapting, they decided to claim 
they hadn’t lost. You can’t adapt if you refuse 
to accept the environment that demands you 
adapt. It’s a willful suspension of reality.”

Meacham believes that the current time 

best compares with the 1850s and the election 
of 1860. 

“When you look at it with a clinical 
historical eye, the di� erence is: Stephen 
Douglas versus Donald Trump. An 
institutionalist who lost, but acknowledged 
it. Trump doesn’t see that the rules apply to 
him. One of the besetting mystery of the age 
is why otherwise sensible people have chosen 
to indulge him,” Meacham said.

While he does face the clear, immediate 
crises facing the nation, the fracturing 
and division within the Republican Party 
is certainly a longer-term party. It speaks 
to the depletion of truth and spread of 
misinformation, but it seems like Biden is 
poised to deal with this long-term issue, 
along with others such as climate change and 
racial injustice. 

"Presidents do best when they know they 
are governing for the intermediate and 
long-term future and not the immediate 
and short-term future.” Meacham said, “As 
a human political matter, it’s very hard to do 
that because you live in the present; to govern 
for the future is hard."

Biden faces divided nation and legislature 

As his main priority, Biden released his American 
Rescue Plan on his inauguration day. The plan is 
a sweeping and massive relief package that would 
provide $1.3 trillion dollars in relief to Ameircans. 

Biden’s boldness in this plan indicates how much 
he has learned from both FDR and Barack Obama’s 
reactions to previous economic crises. 

“He believes that the lesson of the New Deal, and 
of the crisis of 1932-33 and 2008-09, is that you can’t 
do too much, you can only do too little,” Meacham 
said, “He’d rather be dealing with charges of being a 
big spender and with the threat of inflation than have 
to deal with the fact that he might’ve left people who 
are hurting out of the equation.”

The plan aims to provide economic relief through 
$1,400 checks to Americans making less than 
$75,000 in addition to extending unemployment 
insurance. The plan would bring $5 billion in 
emergency assistance to give housing to those 
experiencing homelessness. 

This package’s $1.9 trillion price comes primarily 
from Biden’s goals to create a national vaccination 
plan and reopen K-8 schools in his first 100 days. 

$400 billion of the package is dedicated to curbing 
spread of the virus which includes resources for 
schools to open, create a public jobs program, 
provide emergency paid leave to allow people to stay 
home if exposed and instituting a national vaccine 
program. 

The vaccine program includes $20 billion of 
funding and aims to create community vaccination 
centers and work with states, localities, Tribes and 
territories. To specifically reopen schools, $130 
billion from the plan is directed towards modifying 
spaces to allow for social distancing, improving 
ventilation, hiring additional janitors, nurses, and 
counselors and fund technology to support remote 
learning. 

On the morning of Feb. 27, the American Rescue 
Plan passed the House with a vote of 219 to 212. 
No Republicans voted in favor of this $1.9 trillion 
COVID-relief bill, and two Democrats voted 
in opposition: Jared Golden of Maine and Kurt 
Schrader of Oregon. It passed with a $15 minimum 
wage, but the Senate parliamentarian ruled that this 
cannot be included in the final package. 

Senate Democrats are planning to pass the plan 
through budget reconciliation because they can 
circumvent the filibuster, and get it passed without 
a 60-vote majority. Instead, the bill will be able to 
pass with a simple majority which will require all 
Democrats to vote in favor, assuming all Republican 
senators will vote in opposition. 

On Mar. 4, Senate Democrats released a version of 
the plan with two major revisions to Biden’s original 
American Rescue Plan. It not only removes the 
$15 minimum wage, but narrows the eligibility for 
the $1,400 stimulus checks. In addition to the $15 
minimum wage, the Senate parliamentarian has also 
struck down funding for two transit projects funded 
in the bill. 

Throughout the day on Mar. 5 and Mar. 6, the 
Senate continued a vote-a-rama where Republicans 
will put Democrats on the record voting on 
amendments on controversial issues. The first 
amendment up for vote was a $15 minimum wage 
introduced by Senator Bernie Sanders which failed 
to pass. 

Relief package faces negotiations 

By Janet Briggs, Devon Campbell and Sarah Cook, Editors-in-Chief
Jan. 20Jan. 20

Biden halts Keystone pipeline Biden halts Keystone pipeline 
developmentdevelopment

Jan. 21Jan. 21
Defense Production Act used for Defense Production Act used for 

vaccine distributionvaccine distribution

Jan. 22Jan. 22
Biden restores Biden restores 

collective bargaining collective bargaining 
power for federal power for federal 

workersworkers

Jan. 25Jan. 25
Biden repeals Dept. Biden repeals Dept. 

of Defense Instruction of Defense Instruction 
1300.28 (the order that 1300.28 (the order that 

banned transgender banned transgender 
people from military people from military 

serviceservice

Jan. 26Jan. 26
Biden ends DOJ contracts with Biden ends DOJ contracts with 

private prisonsprivate prisons

Jan. 28Jan. 28
Biden expands Affordable Care Act Biden expands Affordable Care Act 

and Medicaid, revoking a Trump-era and Medicaid, revoking a Trump-era 
abortion policyabortion policy

Feb. 2Feb. 2
Biden creates task force Biden creates task force 

designed to reunite designed to reunite 
immigrant families immigrant families 

separated at the southern separated at the southern 
borderborder

Feb. 10Feb. 10
Biden speaks with Xi Biden speaks with Xi 

Jinping, President Jinping, President 
of the Chinese of the Chinese 

Communist ParyCommunist Pary

Feb. 12Feb. 12
Biden announces a review of closing the Biden announces a review of closing the 

military prison at Guantanamo Baymilitary prison at Guantanamo Bay

plan and reopen K-8 schools in his first 100 days. 

Feb. 13Feb. 13
The United States Senate acquits former President The United States Senate acquits former President 

Donald Trump in a vote of 57-43Donald Trump in a vote of 57-43



Biden embarks on first fif ty days Biden embarks on first fif ty days 

President Biden began signing a � urry 
of executive orders the a� ernoon of the 
inauguration. In his � rst month, he has signed 
a total of 28 executive orders on a variety of 
issues, but primarily focused at getting the 
pandemic under control. His immediate 
action on day one not only indicated to voters 
his sense of urgency, but they also show his 
dedication to his campaign promises. 

“� e executive orders were designed to 
show concrete action on the priorities of the 
campaign, and President Biden ran on how 
to address � ve cascading crises: COVID, the 
lack of economic opportunity, racial justice, 
climate, and this crisis of democracy itself. 
� e administration very much wanted to 
show that it was going to follow up on what it 
had said,” Meacham said. 

� e � rst eight executive orders Biden 
signed right a� er his inauguration focused 
on establishing public safety measures and 
undoing many of Trump’s work. To help 
curb the spread of COVID-19, Biden signed 
an executive order that instituted a “100 
day masking challenge” for all Americans 
requiring face coverings and social distancing 
in federal buildings. In addition, he also 
signed an executive order to create the role of 
COVID-19 Response Coordinator. 

His � rst executive orders also focused 
on reversing Trump’s immigration policy. 
He signed an executive order that requires 
non-citizens are counted in Census 
and apportionment of congressional 
representatives, and another that undid 
Trump’s expansion of immigration 
enforcement. 

Additionally, he signed executive orders 
to cancel the Keystone XL Pipeline, rescind 
the 1776 Commission started under Trump, 
and prevent workplace discrimination based 
on sexual orientation or gender identity. 
For his own employees, Biden also signed 
an executive order on day one that requires 
executive branch appointees to sign an ethics 
pledge. 

Biden especially gained press coverage for 
two letters he signed on day one to rejoin both 
the World Health Organization (WHO) and 
Paris Climate Agreement because Trump had 
pulled America out of both. 

On Feb. 24, Biden signed an executive order 
which implemented reviews of global supply 
chains to promote American manufacturing 
according to NBC News. Senator Marsha 
Blackburn from Tennessee was involved in 
meetings leading up to the executive order. 

“I was pleased to be a part of an oval o�  ce 

meeting with seven other senators, President 
Biden and VP Harris to push for returning 
manufacturing from China to the US,” 
Blackburn said. 

Now, about 50 days a� er his inauguration, 
Biden has signed over 50 executive orders. 
22 of those are direct reversals of Trump’s 
policies, especially in terms of immigration 
policy where 9 out of his 11 executive orders 
are full reversals of Trump’s actions. 

Most likely due to the numerous crises 
facing Biden as he entered o�  ce, Biden’s 
volume of executive orders is much higher 
than his recent counterparts and close to 
FDR who is known for his bold and sweeping 
actions entering the White House at a similar 
moment of national crisis. For the � rst month 
of their presidencies, former presidents 
Trump, Obama, and Bush signed 12, 16, 7 
executive orders  respectively according to 
NPR. Comparatively, in his � rst month, Biden 
signed 28 executive orders. � is number 
edges up to the current record of 30 held by 
FDR. 

Biden takes early sweeping actions 

Relief package faces negotiations Senate slowly confi rms cabinent nominees 
Along with the many policies Biden has been 

pushing in his � rst � � y days, he has also been 
organizing his team for his administration, mainly 
his cabinet. Starting with the most vital national 
security positions, Biden is still in the process of 
con� rming his team. While usually this process 
goes under the radar, many of Biden’s nominations 
are historic, and some have been controversial 
votes. 

Biden has been praised for having one of the 
most diverse cabinets in history in regard to race, 
gender identity, and sexual orientation.

For example, Avril Haines was � rst con� rmed 
as Director of National Intelligence on the day of 
Biden’s inauguration, becoming the highest ranking 
woman in the US intelligence community. Two 
days later, Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin was 
con� rmed by the Senate, becoming the � rst Black 
secretary of Defense. 

Former Federal Reserve chair Janet Yellen was 
con� rmed as the � rst female secretary of Treasury 
later on Jan. 25. Alejandro Mayorkas was approved 

as the Secretary of Homeland Security on Feb. 
2. Mayorkas is the � rst Latino and immigrant 
Secretary of Homeland Security. 

Adding to the historic nominations, former 
mayor of South Bend Pete Buttigieg was con� rmed 
as the � rst LGBTQ+  cabinet member to date as 
the Secretary of Transportation. His con� rmation 
hearings took 13 days which is twice the average 
con� rmation time frame for a Cabinet position, but 
ended in a vote of 86-13. 

A vast majority of the cabinet members 
were con� rmed bipartisanly; however, a few 
nominations were contested.

Mayorkas has had the tightest margin of 
con� rmation thus far with a 56-43 with only 
six Republicans and one Independent voted for 
him with one not voting. His role as Secretary 
of Homeland Security puts him in charge of 
immigration reform and border security.

He has sided with the new administration to stop 
the construction of the border wall and continuing 
a more open immigration policy; however, he has 

opposed the propositions to defund Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement according to NPR. 
� ese positions explain the predominant 
Republican opposition. 

Tennessee Senator Marsha Blackburn was 
among the opposition to Mayorkas.  

“My criteria is how will the nominee impact 
Tennesseans and how will they protect the 
constitutionally guaranteed freedoms of all 
Americans,” Blackburn said when asked about her 
criteria for a member of Biden’s cabinet. 

However, some con� rmations were easier 
than others like General Lloyd Austin who was 
con� rmed with only 2 opposing votes. Austin 
focuses on the growing concerns with China, 
which swayed many Republican senators, and 
presence of extremist sects of the armed forces.

 At this point, 13 of the 23 proposed cabinet 
members have been con� rmed. However, Biden 
has the most open cabinet positions by the 50th 
day in o�  ce of the last four presidents according to 
CNN. 

By Janet Briggs, Devon Campbell and Sarah Cook, Editors-in-Chief

Feb. 16Feb. 16
Biden extends the foreclosure ban and mortgage Biden extends the foreclosure ban and mortgage 

forbearance through the end of Juneforbearance through the end of June

Feb. 18Feb. 18
Biden’s immigration reform bill introduced on the Biden’s immigration reform bill introduced on the 

House fl oorHouse fl oor

Feb. 19Feb. 19
The US formally The US formally 
rejoins the Paris rejoins the Paris 
Climate AccordsClimate Accords

Feb. 20Feb. 20
Biden declares major Biden declares major 

disaster in Texas disaster in Texas 
following severe following severe 

winter stormwinter storm

Feb. 27Feb. 27
The House passes $1.9 trillion The House passes $1.9 trillion 

American Resue Plan Act

Feb. 25Feb. 25
Biden approves retaliatory strike Biden approves retaliatory strike 

against Syrian militiaagainst Syrian militiaAmerican Resue Plan ActAmerican Resue Plan Act

March 2March 2
Biden announces Biden announces 

that he expects the that he expects the 
US to have enough US to have enough 
vaccine doses for all vaccine doses for all 
American adults by American adults by 

May

March 5March 5
Biden imposes sacntions on Biden imposes sacntions on 

Myanmar following military coupMyanmar following military coup

Feb. 28Feb. 28
Biden speaks Biden speaks 
in favor of the in favor of the 
unionization of unionization of 

Amazon employeesAmazon employees

March 6March 6
The Senate passes the American The Senate passes the American 

Rescue Plan ActRescue Plan Act
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New schedule fails to promote productivity with back-to-back afternoon classes
BY HALLIE GRAHAM
Opinions Editor

Establishing a healthy, productive 
routine has been a theme of the lost 
year to make quarantine time seem 
a litt le less t imeless. Though not 
created as a COVID-19 response, 
Harpeth Hall unknowingly did the 
same as millions of home-bound 
people: created a schedule to f it  new 
needs and changing times. However, 
Harpeth Hall’s current schedule does 
not maximize student productivity. 

The previous school  schedule, 
the old routine, and the 2020 - 2021 
schedule differ in three main ways. 
First,  morning break and X-block-
esque time were switched to place 
community time in the morning 
during the second block. Second, 
break is the afternoon. And finally, 
students have two full  blocks of class 
after lunch. 

Community time’s new morning 
time slot is wasted productive time. 
“9:20 to 10:15 [am] is one of my 
most productive times of the day,” 
sophomore Vee Counter said. “I have 
had a full  class to wake up. I’m ready to 
go after that, but now the community 
time slot is not an academic class.” 

Many students have raised similar 
concerns. 

“While I think clubs and activities are 
important, I want my most productive 
time to be spent in the classroom and 
not doing extracurriculars,” sophomore 
Sarah Martin Sachtleben. 

After the f irst block from 8:00 a.m. 
to  9:20 a.m., students start feeling 
awake and are ready to tackle a second 
academic block. While time in clubs, 

study halls,  and meetings with teachers 
require brain power and concentration, 
the most productive time in a student’s 
day is being wasted on extracurricular 

activities. 
Additionally, community time was 

added to minimize lunch meetings. If 
this t ime continued to be designated 
for the same types of organizations and 
moved to the afternoon, it  would still 

have the same effect:  giving students 
and faculty their lunch breaks back. 

Afternoon break is not serving 
students as a break because mid-
morning is actually the best t ime to 

take a break. The “productivity recipe” 
is traditionally and most effectively 
defined as 52 minutes of constant, 
dedicated work to 17 minutes of break 

time, according to the Washington 
Post. 

Harpeth Hall’s closest opportunity 
to implement the productivity recipe is 
to place a morning break between the 
f irst and second blocks for around 20 

minutes, after an hour and 20 minutes 
of working in the f irst block.

The new schedule is the exact 
opposite. Break is in the afternoon. 
“We think we’re like our cell  phones, 

and we should deplete all  the way to 
zero percent before we recharge back 
up,” a professor at Baylor University 
who co-wrote a break study, Emily 

Hunter said to the Washington Post. 
By taking mid-morning breaks, 
“we’re not allowing ourselves to get 
so depleted that we’re at the point 
where we want to just get to the end 
of the day.” 

“Charging ourselves” with a mid-
morning break before proceeding to 
the afternoon was an effective and 
research-backed component that was 
unfortunately changed. 

Another missed morning 
opportunity, there have been no late 
starts on Wednesdays as promised 
in the new schedule. The late 
starts have been postponed due to 
COVID-19  concerns.

More classes should be 
concentrated in the f irst half of 
the day, as students’ energy levels 

predictably decrease over the course of 
the school-day. 

Instead, students at Harpeth Hall 
attend the same number of class in the 
afternoon as in the morning. 

If Community Time were put into 
X-block’s original spot and a class in its 
place in the morning, there would only 
be one class in the afternoon. 

Harpeth Hall’s new schedule is 
ineffective specif ically for its misuse of 
community time and break. 

Change is good. Living the same 
day over and over for years is just as 
frustrating as inproductivity. 

A new schedule, one that does not 
serve students adequately, only adds to 
the “pivot”-fatigue of the past year. 

Massive Indian protests deserve media attention
BY KIRAN DHILLON
Staff Writer

Indian farmers and government forces 
are currently locked in a riveting dispute 
that, in terms of sheer numbers of people, 
is one of the largest protests in human 
history… yet no one is talking about it. 

These gargantuan uprisings of Punjabi 
agricultural workers, more commonly 
known as the Kisaan farmers protests, 
began in September in response to three 
new laws that Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi enacted with minimal 
parliamentary debate. The new farming 
laws reversed the effects of those before 
them, putting farmers at the mercy of 
large corporations that could exploit 
them, significantly drive down their crop 
prices and destroy their livelihoods. 

Before the enforcement of these new 
policies, farmers had to auction their 
crops at their state’s Agricultural Produce 
Market Committee for a government-
agreed minimum produce price. 
According to CNN’s Julia Hollingsworth, 
Modi criticises these and other previous 
restrictions, claiming that the new laws 
“will give farmers more autonomy to 
set their own prices and sell directly to 
private businesses, such as supermarket 
chains.” While true, it can be argued that 
this new “freedom” makes Indian farmers 
vulnerable to businesses and actions 
that will force crop values down. This 
would indiscriminately desecrate Indian 
farmers and completely deregulate India’s 
foundational agricultural industry. 

Millions of farmers feel that a major 
consequence of these laws would be the 
need to sell their land. These families 
have kept these acreages for generations 
which have cultural and economic 
significance. They fear losing their lands 
to corporate giants, losing their way of 
life, and losing the sole salary they need 
to support themselves and their families. 

Protesters have responded by launching 
massive rallies, locally referred to as 
“Dilhi Chalo” (“On to Delhi!” in Punjabi) 
protests. Farmers have rallied from the 
Northern portion of India and gathered 
on the outskirts of Delhi, creating massive 
blockades (“chakka jams”) with tractors, 

lorries, boulders and tents that occupy 
miles of usually-busy streets leading 
into Delhi, says The Guardian’s Summer 
Sewell. The protests include thousands 
of people crowding near Delhi’s borders, 
chanting slogans in Punjabi and thrusting 
handmade signs in the air. 

Police have responded by barricading 
the capital, however, this has not stopped 
the protesters; on Jan. 26, India’s national 
Republic Day holiday, destroying 
barricades and storming into a 400-year-
old landmark, the farmers were met with 
draconian measures from police–weapons 

like tear gas, water cannons, and batons. 
As of Feb. 8, 143 farmers have died 

protesting–seven of which were suicides. 
Farming, as a profession is plagued by 
suicides, pneumonia, heart attacks, and 
other medical complications that come 
with old age. Even with the community 
kitchen tents and makeshift hospital 
tents, many of the Punjabi protesters are 
still at serious risk. 

Not only has the Indian government 
responded with physical violence 
but they’ve also taken to painting 
the farmers, a group mostly of Sikhs, 
as violent terrorists. To silence the 
opposition, India’s government shutdown 

the internet on Feb. 3, according to 
CNN, in at least 14 out of 22 districts in 
Haryana; officials told citizens it would 
only continue for 24 hours, though it 
lasted much longer. 

These acts from India’s government 
against one of the most hard-working 
subsections are instances of social 
black-listing, as the right to dissent is 
gradually being taken. This means that 
approximately 58 percent of India’s 
1.3 billion people involved in farming 
are suddenly getting their voices 
silenced. Even though people of all 

ages and different backgrounds attend 
the protests, government officials have 
intentionally created the same horribly-
inaccurate impression for them all. The 
government is trying to counter the 
protesters by spreading hate across the 
country with help of Modi’s far-right 
nationalist party and sympathetic media 
outlets. Along with attempts to silence 
the farmers via disinformation through 
major media outlets, Modi is slowly 
handing agricultural power over to richer 
corporations that benefit him, while 
choosing to ignore the suffering from one 
of the biggest contributors to the national 
economy. 

India has the biggest democracy in the 
world, and as such has been a beacon for 
those that value freedom of expression 
and individual rights to protest. If this 
dangerous attack is threatening the 
biggest democracy in the world, it should 
be viewed as a threat to the democratic 
process as a whole. The right to dissent 
is crucial to the democratic process and 
the sanctity to peacefully protest remains 
elemental for all. The fundamental 
building block of democracy is starting to 
slip out from under India, thanks to the 
actions of Prime Minister Modi. 

The current perversion of democratic 
principles in India is an affront to 
democracy everywhere; it could just as 
easily happen to America’s government if 
we choose to ignore it. That said, we as a 
people must stand against it. 

School misses mark with revamped schedule

AFTERNOON CRASH?: Sophomore Lilly Meyer is tired during her last class of the day in February. Photo courtesy of 
Mia Corts.

If this dangerous attack is threatening the biggest If this dangerous attack is threatening the biggest 
democracy in the world, it should be viewed as a democracy in the world, it should be viewed as a 
threat to the democratic process as a whole. threat to the democratic process as a whole. 

Harpeth Hall’s current schedule does not maximize Harpeth Hall’s current schedule does not maximize 
student productivity.student productivity.
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Trans students deserve school’s recognition
BY  JANET BRIGGS, DEVON CAMPBELL, & 
SARAH COOK
Editors-in- Chief

The original mission of Harpeth Hall as an 
all-girls school was to uplift those who have been 
marginalized. While the school claims to support 
trans students, this support needs to be formalized. 
Additionally, practices must be implemented to 
ensure the inclusion of trans students because the 
assumption that all students at Harpeth Hall are 
cisgender and female is inaccurate and ostracizes 
trans students. 

In the 2020-2021 handbook, the Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion Statement reads: “Our school 
community is enriched by diversity as defined 
by age, ability, race and ethnicity, gender, religion, 
spirituality, sexual orientation and socioeconomic 
status. The school works to advance the dialogue 
around equity and inclusion.” 

“I as a student have never felt that that statement 
applies to me,” an anonymous transgender student 
said. “I’ve never felt that the school community has 
ever felt enriched by me being LGBT. It has been 
constricted and divided because of it. The school 
says they’ve worked to advance the dialogue, and a 
good first step would be to start it.” 

Harpeth Hall has worked to create space for 
conversations about the experiences of BIPOC 
students in recent years; however, even at a 
school where gender issues are a frequent topic, 
discussions on campus and official school policies 
exclude transgender students. 

Public statement
According to Head of School Jess Hill, 

conversations about trans students within the 
administration began approximately six years ago, 
and the Board of Trustees formed a committee 
regarding trans students that is now under the 
umbrella of a diversity, equity and inclusion 
committee. Concurrently, administrators attended 
conferences with other girls’ schools, often led by 
historically women’s colleges. 

“What we found from several of the leading 
girls’ schools is that the best schools didn’t have a 
written policy,” Mrs. Hill said. “What resonated 
with us is that transgender issues are more of a 
personal issue than a policy issue.”  

Consequently, the Harpeth Hall website lacks 
any concrete statement declaring support for trans 
students. While each trans person’s experience 
is unique, the lack of a public statement creates 
uncertainty about how the school would react to a 
trans student coming out. 

“I just want a policy. Now if that policy is ‘we 
don’t accept trans people if you transition,’ that’s a 
policy,” an anonymous student said. “I don’t want 
this to fly under the radar, brushed under the 
carpet and act like these students don’t exist.” 

The current individual approach without a 
statement of support for students who transition 
makes trans students feel outcast from the school 
community, and it indicates a general assumption 
that all students will consistently identify as female. 

“The policy of taking trans students on a case-

by-case basis is very dangerous, as it gives students 
the idea that trans students don’t really exist,” the 
trans alumni said. 

Historically female colleges provide models for 
public statements that Harpeth Hall could emulate. 
Wellesley College’s website states: “We support all 
of our students. Once accepted to Wellesley, every 
student receives the full support and mentorship of 
College faculty, staff, and administrators through 
graduation. If, after being accepted, a student no 

longer identifies as a woman, the College will 
continue to support that student.”

“As a school, we want to help support a student, 
whatever journey they’re on while they’re a student 
at HH, so we do not have a policy that if a student 
transitions, they automatically have to leave,” Mrs. 
Hill said. 

Harpeth Hall will support trans students after 
and during their transition. However, the absence 
of a clear public statement—excluding the 
publication of this article—leaves trans students 
uncertain in the security of their position as a 
Harpeth Hall student.  

Pervasive all girls’ atmosphere 
Beyond the policies set in place by the school, 

students should have access to ways to update their 
name and pronouns for teachers and students 
to view. Just as students often adopt their middle 
name or nickname, trans students could easily 
update their preferred name into Veracross. If there 
were accessible options to enter pronouns into 
Veracross, teachers could easily access the accurate 
information for their classes. 

The uniform is another example of the 
femininity embedded into the rules, and pants 
need to be added to include more freedom in 
gender presentation. In the past, Harpeth Hall has 
offered pants as an option, and discussions are 
underway about potentially adding this option 

back. 
Groups of students are frequently referred to as 

“ladies,” and the emphasis on “women in STEM” 
pervades Harpeth Hall’s culture. While Harpeth 
Hall predominantly consists of students who 
identify as female, the perpetual phrases invoking 
femininity can make trans students feel isolated. 

“When that’s every single word, you recognize 
that it applies to me, they perceive me as that. I’m 
going to go along with my day, understanding that 

I’m not exactly where I belong,” an anonymous 
student said. 

Harpeth Hall has an identity as an all-girls’ 
school, but there are ways to make our community 
more inclusive. It’s clear there is a line drawn for the 
level of inclusion the school is currently willing to 
facilitate. 

“When I write generically about a Harpeth 
Hall student, I use she/her pronouns, when I write 
about our emerging leaders, I talk about girls and 
young women,” Mrs. Hill said. “That’s part of 
what I’ve been asked to do to carry the mission 
of our school forward, and our mission is very 
clearly a place where we lift up girls. That doesn’t 
mean we can’t be supportive of any student in our 
community, but we are supporting them within 
the context of the girls’ school.” 

Curriculum and discussions 
Our conversations around feminism at Harpeth 

Hall are often from a binary view of gender. 
“Whenever we talk about feminism, we also 

have to accept that intersectionality, the fact that 
there is not always man and not always woman, 
and that they are just as valuable in the concept of 
feminism and gender equality as everyone else,” 
sophomore El Griffin said.

Our curriculum surrounding the history of 
women’s rights leaves out many significant figures 
who were crucial to those movements and part of 

the LGBTQ community. 
Additionally, there needs to be more room for 

conversations about carrying respectful dialogue 
regarding the transgender experience. 

According to Upper School counselor Amy 
Knutson, students currently discuss the differences 
between sex and gender, gender identity, and 
sexual orientation in Life Balance classes.  
Naturally, the Life Balance class for freshmen and 
sophomores would be an excellent place to add a 
dialogue about holding respectful conversations. 

“It does seem like Life Balance could be a good 
spot because you’d be teaching it earlier,” Mrs. Hill 
said. “I feel like it would be nice for people to know 
the respectful ways to talk about it at a young age.” 

There are clear consequences of the importance 
of educating students on trangender issues. 

“Someone outed me,” an anonymous alumni 
said. “She was progressive, she was left-leaning, 
but that was still something she did to me. People 
told their boyfriends at MBA. Their boyfriends 
harassed me. They harassed me through my 
boyfriend. It was, all around, not a positive 
experience. In terms of the general attitudes 
around being trans, I would say Harpeth Hall is 
very negative, and it was mostly fueled by people’s 
ignorance.” 

This alumni’s experience highlights how, 
regardless of political ideology, many cisgender 
students do not understand the gravity of attending 
Harpeth Hall as a trans student or the danger of 
outing someone publicly. This ignorance surpasses 
the student body, as the faculty’s knowledge and 
acceptance of trans students varies significantly. 

“I had interactions with some faculty members 
that weren’t educated on trans topics that said 
some incredibly hurtful and insensitive things,” 
an anonymous alumni said. “But there were also 
faculty members who advocated for me.” 

Clear accountability 
Creating more accountability to help trans 

students feel safe is critical for Harpeth Hall to live 
up to it’s goals of equity and inclusion. Many trans 
students are currently afraid of backlash from other 
students if they switch names or use pronouns 
other than she/her. 

“We would deal with any kind of unkind or, 
heaven forbid, aggressive behavior towards anyone 
who is LGBTQ+, just like any kind of consequence 
for a student,” Mrs. Hill said. 

However, there needs to be a specific statement 
pertaining to transphobia that clearly outlines 
unacceptable behavior towards trans students 
which would promote an inclusive community 
and could possibly make trans students less afraid 
of harassment should they choose to come out. 

Altogether, there are numerous ways in which 
Harpeth Hall could better include trans students 
through transparent curriculum changes and 
public statements. These changes will not occur 
overnight, but they are necessary to live up to our 
founding ideals and to adapt as a historically female 
institution. 

Harpeth Hall’s lack of clear policy creates uncertainty for trans students 

“If you’re winning Tony awards daily “If you’re winning Tony awards daily 
for the person you were pretending to for the person you were pretending to 
be, then we definitely have a problem. be, then we definitely have a problem. 
There are no words that can truly There are no words that can truly 
describe how isolating it feels to be describe how isolating it feels to be 
trans at an all-girls school.”trans at an all-girls school.”
-anonymous student-anonymous student

“The culture of the school itself, rather “The culture of the school itself, rather 
than the principle of a single-gender than the principle of a single-gender 
school, was concerning to me when school, was concerning to me when 
thinking of coming out. I worried that, thinking of coming out. I worried that, 
if I come out, will people still want to if I come out, will people still want to 
know me here? Will I still be allowed to know me here? Will I still be allowed to 
go to school here?” go to school here?” 
-anonymous alumni-anonymous alumni

“I personally would love to see one day, “I personally would love to see one day, 
that a teenage transgender girl could go to that a teenage transgender girl could go to 
Harpeth Hall and receive the same education Harpeth Hall and receive the same education 
that a cisgender girl would. I would love to that a cisgender girl would. I would love to 
see that she’s treated equally, that she’s not see that she’s treated equally, that she’s not 
dehumanized. I’m sure people will disagree dehumanized. I’m sure people will disagree 
with me, but in my opinion, transgender girls with me, but in my opinion, transgender girls 
could go to Harpeth Hall.”could go to Harpeth Hall.”
-anonymous alumni-anonymous alumni

ALL GIRLS’ OVERLOAD: Trans students face isolating atmosphere when surrounded by the assumption 
that all students are cisgender females. Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief. 
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Wang Blairs music for isolated communities
BY MADISON CHUNG
Staff Writer

Despite COVID-19 limiting activities 
and isolating people, a Harpeth 
Hall student worked with a virtual 
music concert program to cultivate 
connections and serve others through 
the arts.

Senior Nora Wang has helped 
facilitate the Vanderbilt University Blair 
School of Music’s Outreach Program, 
an online concert program that brings 
audiences music via Zoom. These 
concerts occur weekly, and performers 
consist mainly of pre-college music 
students, ages 4-18, and include some 
college students. Audiences range from 
music fanatics hailing from all over the 
community to residents of retirement 
homes who cannot afford to leave their 
complex. 

Wang plays a crucial role in the 
organization and maintenance of this 
program. As a violinist herself, she 
began as a performer in one of the 
concerts. When she witnessed the 
program’s rapid growth, she reached out 
to help and since then has effectively 
managed the behind-the-scenes work. 

Specifically, Wang oversees virtual 
concerts held for Abe’s Garden, a care 
center for individuals with Alzheimer’s 
disease and dementia. She has 
organized about 40 shows, and overall, 
the Outreach Program has overseen 
more than 150 concerts over the past 
year.

Wang’s role extends past Zoom 
meetings as she constantly plans and 
communicates  with other musicians 
to run the concerts. Every week, before 
a show, she finds possible performers, 

reaches out to them via email, puts 
together a program, contacts the staff 
at Abe’s Garden, and sends out a Zoom 
link. During the performances, she 
introduces students, welcomes the 
audience, oversees technology and 
maintains conversations. She also 
jumps in to perform when there is a 

shortage of performers. 
According to Wang, she was first 

inspired to help when she saw the 
effects of isolation on her grandparents 
and older community members. Such 
individuals are at a high risk of getting 
COVID and cannot go outside often. 
Through this outreach program, she 

not only arranges musical performances 
but also helps provide social interaction 
for those who cannot find it otherwise.

 “With the isolation and not being 
able to see anyone, this was a really 
good way that they really appreciated to 
just have contact with other people and 
to just listen to us play for them,” Wang 
said.

Wang says she has learned 
about effective organization and 
communication while gaining 
invaluable service experience 
and leadership skills through this 
experience. She has been interviewed 
by newspapers and even WPLN, a 
Nashville Public Radio station. She 
plans to continue expanding her 
experiences and has recently submitted 
an accepted proposal to Boston 
University for an academic conference 
on spirituality and music, along with a 
Blair School of Music faculty member. 

Additionally, the Blair Outreach 
Program helps student performers 
maintain routines with their 
instruments and play regularly.

“Basically, everyone’s just had to 
adapt and find new and innovative ways 
to perform for people, whether that’s 
on Zoom, or a YouTube livestream, or a 
webinar-type event,” Wang said.

Although in-person concerts 
have moved online, there is still 
music to enjoy. Virtual concerts and 
performances help young musicians 
and audiences continue to connect, 
breaking the negative barriers of 
isolation. 

Harpeth Hall students can view the 
virtual concerts by contacting Wang to 
access the live streams.  

Dance company changes concert format to film
BY AVA CASSIDY
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Harpeth Hall’s Dance Company has 
reworked the spring semester concert 
in response to the continuation of 
COVID-19.

Last semester, a concert was not 
possible, but parents could still use Zoom 
to watch their daughters’ classes. This 
semester, the show will be made into a 
film, with each of the five dance style 
groups filming a dance for each of the 
three Upper School Dance Company 
levels. 

The Middle School will also be filming 
their dances. The lineup includes tap, 
hip hop, two 7th and 8th grade numbers 
and one 5th and 6th-grade number. 
Furthermore, each grade level will be 

choreographing their own dance for 
the finale, which offers a new creative 
opportunity for the participants. 

The planning process for any 
performance is difficult, but taking 
absences, quarantines, remote learning 
and the dancers’ and choreographers’ 
safety into account makes it especially 
difficult. 

“The most difficult part is not having 
produced a film before. I don’t know 
what I don’t know, so it’s quite possible 
that things can fall in the cracks, and I 
don’t even know they’re falling through 
the cracks,” Dance Company Director 
Stephanie Hamilton said. “I’m sure there 
will be mistakes, and hopefully we can all 
laugh about them afterwards. I say this a 
lot, and people look at me like I’m crazy: I 

don’t feel very artistic. I feel like I’m really 
good at solving problems.”

Because the concert is being filmed, 
it gives more flexibility to both dancers 
and choreographers. For example, dances 
do not need to be performed on stage. 

Multiple pieces are filming outdoors or 
off-campus. 

Junior Holly Powell’s ballet class plans to 
perform outside near the tennis courts and 
experiment with stairs, railings and hills in 
their performance. 

“We do have the option to dance 
in places we haven’t before, which is 
something I am really excited about,” 
Powell said.

Every dance concert has a theme woven 
into all the dances, and this semester’s is 
Eclectic Elasticity. 

“I finally came up with Eclectic Elasticity 
because we had already done the elasticity 
part when we had done the senior pictures, 
and we had to be eclectic because we didn’t 
want everything on stage. I liked that we 
could stretch and come back into our 
original spot, but we have lots of leeway in 
between.” Mrs. Hamilton said.

The dancers will perform the dances in 
one of four places. Every company has a 
number on the performance stage with full 
lighting. Other options include locations 
on Harpeth Hall’s campus, off-campus in 
the greater Nashville area, and a working 

stage, meaning that the dance is onstage 
but has no lighting or other effects. 

Although this concert has been 
challenging logistically, Mrs. Hamilton still 
looks forward to this concert because her 
dancers will gain new learning experiences 

that they would not have otherwise. 
“I hate to use a cliche, but we’re making 

lemonade out of lemons. Having to film 
is a whole different kind of animal, and 
I think that dancers are really going to 
learn a lot from doing that. There’s just 
a tremendous amount of growth.” Mrs. 
Hamilton said.

Luckily, dancers like Powell and 
sophomore Caroline Seehorn agree. 

“I am definitely looking forward to the 
dance concert this year,” Seehorn said. 
“While it will look a lot different than 
usual, I am very grateful to be able to put 
something together this semester. I am 
super excited to see how the concert will 
turn out in a new format.”

“Last semester was mostly technical, 
which is helpful, but not enjoyable,” 
Powell said.  “I am enjoying learning 
choreography and learning new things. I 
think it will be fun to celebrate safely with 
everyone and be able to share the concert 
with friends and family.”

The dance concert will be presented in 
a novel form, with creativity and problem-
solving being the semester’s hallmarks. 

VIRTUOSIC VIOLINIST: VIRTUOSIC VIOLINIST: Senior and Blair Academy member Nora Wang poses in her headshot for the 2020 Senior and Blair Academy member Nora Wang poses in her headshot for the 2020 
virtual Blair Outreach Concerts on May 11, 2020. virtual Blair Outreach Concerts on May 11, 2020. Photo Courtesy of Nora Wang.Photo Courtesy of Nora Wang.

ECLECTIC ELASTICITY:ECLECTIC ELASTICITY: Seniors Sydney Wynn, Cate Yappen, Kenna Carter, Sinclair Walker, and Claire  Seniors Sydney Wynn, Cate Yappen, Kenna Carter, Sinclair Walker, and Claire 
Mendes pose for their senior photo.Mendes pose for their senior photo. Photo Courtesy of Stephanie Hamilton.  Photo Courtesy of Stephanie Hamilton. 

“I hate to use a cliche, but we are making lemonade out of “I hate to use a cliche, but we are making lemonade out of 
lemons...I think the dancers are really going to learn a lot lemons...I think the dancers are really going to learn a lot 
from doing that.” from doing that.” 

- Dance Company Director Stephanie Hamilton
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Seniors showcase creativity through Winterim studies
BY KATHLEEN KERR
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Three seniors got creative and decided 
to spend their three weeks of Winterim 
working on two independent art studies. 
Seniors Mariam Al-Rawi, Allison Baker 
and Ava Sohr explored sustainability and 

inclusivity in their sewing and painting 
projects. Al-Rawi and Baker upcycled 
clothing as a sustainable alternative to 
fast fashion, while Sohr painted a mural 
to represent the individuality present at 
Harpeth Hall. 

Al-Rawi and Baker chose to work 
together on their project with their faculty 
mentors, Upper School social sciences 
teacher Adrianne Jacobs and visual arts 
department chair Carmen Noel. Their 
main goal was to make upcycling relevant 
in the Harpeth Hall community and show 
others that repurposing clothing can 
be a fun and rewarding way to help the 
environment.

“We wanted to learn more about the 
processes and techniques that are used in 
upcycling, so we can have an alternative 
to fast fashion and wanted to be more 
aware of the inhumane and ecologically-
damaging practices of the fashion 
industry,” Al-Rawi said.

When coming up with the idea for their 
project, Al-Rawi and Baker realized that 
they wanted to be sustainable by limiting 
the amount of fast fashion they buy, but 
they had trouble finding items they wanted 
to wear in thrift stores. They wanted more 
clothing items that fit their bodies and 
represented their style. 

“It can be so frustrating when shopping 
in stores and being unable to find things 
that fit perfectly or being confined by 
designs and cuts that do not express your 
true style,” Baker said. “By upcycling, 
I could simply examine the article of 
clothing, find ways to alter it to fit my body, 
and choose how I wanted to be seen in it.”

Their final project involved placing 
hanging racks of their upcycled clothing in 
the upper level of the Patton Arts building. 
By putting their project where students 
could see it, they hope to inspire others to 
recreate old clothing items into something 
new and exciting.

“Repurposed clothing is not only one of 
the best ways to enjoy and contribute to 
sustainable fashion, but also is one of the 
best and most rewarding ways to explore 
your own personal style and feel confident 
in the clothing you choose to wear,” Baker 
said.

While Al-Rawi and Baker were sewing 
and cutting, Sohr worked with her faculty 
mentor, visual arts teacher Susan Elder, to 
paint a mural in the Athletic and Wellness 
Center (AWC). Sohr’s main goal was to 
paint a mural that was inclusive of all skin 
tones and body types. She wanted to paint 
girls doing several of the different activities 
that occur in the AWC. She painted four 

different girls running, dancing, doing yoga 
and lifting weights.

“My AP Art concentration is anatomy 
based, so painting people was something I 
felt comfortable with,” Sohr said. “That was 
helpful because everything else I was doing 
was very new to me: I painted in a different 

style and on a larger scale than I’m used to.” 
She started by gathering her materials, 

finalizing her plan and sketching out the 
bodies. After a few days, she had gotten 
into a routine, and each day she set a goal 
for what she wanted to accomplish.

“There were some days when I finished 
a whole body in a day, but there were a lot 
of days when I got frustrated and did not 
get everything done that I was hoping for. I 
learned a lot about time management, and 
my skills as an artist improved,” Sohr said.

Sohr’s mural is now complete on the 
upper level of the AWC at one of the 
entrances, where students and faculty will 
see it when they pass.

Couture collections change Chanel on gender-specific styles

BY CAROLINE FORD
Staff Writer

On Jan. 16 and 21, Chanel 
and Louis Vuitton released 
their latest Haute couture 
collections.  

Chanel’s latest collection 
focuses mainly on 
reinventing the classic look, 
highlighting the tweed jacket. 
Coco Chanel used this item 
as part of her foundation for 
the company to take off in 
the early 20th century. 

Spring is the show’s 
theme, and flowers that 
current creative director, 
Virgine Viard, uses give 
light and softness to the 
new collection’s look. 
Featuring bright colors, the 
new collection does not use 
Chanel’s traditional hues and 
tones: red, beige, black, and 
white. 

The elements of a more 
traditional cut are present 
in every look. One of Louis 
Vuitton’s creative directors, 
Virgil Abloh, uses classic and 
current looks for the latest 
2021 men’s collection. 

The colors navy and beige 
are highlighted in the bulk of the 
collection, yet Abloh uses colorful 
aspects that bring the collection to 
life. Pink is found in some parts of 
bags, shoes and gloves but is strongly 
present in two looks. 

Clouds and sky are a theme that 
Abloh also incorporates in several 
pieces that make the collection stand 
out from classic looks used in other 
men’s collections throughout the 
fashion world. 

Both collections have gotten high 
praise from not only designers 
around the world but also members 
of Harpeth Hall’s Fashion Club and 
Fashion Club’s faculty sponsor, Mr. 
Croker. 

Mr. Croker spoke highly of 
both collections and specifically 
highlighted the presence of gender 
fluidity that both designer brands 
have taken on as they strive to be 
more inclusive companies.

“Vuitton’s 2020 collection is 
dazzling, where ‘smart-and-snappy’ 

dances (quite dizzyingly) alongside 
big, generous splashes of color. 
There is a distinct gender-fluidity 
in the Vuitton collection: definitely 
a sign of the times-and a welcome 
one,” Mr. Croker said 

“Chanel offers something 
similar, though the colors are 
richly subdued by comparison. 
Even so, Chanel is working with 
an impressive checklist on gender, 
just like Vuitton. Expect to see 

executive elegance walking through 
the expansive halls of identity.” 

Mr. Croker touches on the idea 
of gender fluidity that designers in 
the business are working to create a 
better future for their customers and 

society. The idea of creating a wide 
community setting with Channel and 
Louis Vuitton’s latest collections is 
changing the world of fashion and 
revolutionizing the fashion industry.

By working to be a stronger 
voice on gender in society and 
implementing traditional roots of 
the brands into new pieces, I believe 
these two collections are timeless 
and amazingly beautiful.

 I think the Chanel collection 
has a good balance between past 
and present by reincorporating the 

company’s foundations through the 
use of tweed. 

By connecting with the brand’s 
history, Chanel executes the 
collection very well by having a bold 
spring theme for the show itself. 
Louis Vuitton’s collection is more 
traditional for a comprehensive 
collection. 

Abloh is known for being more 
contemporary and controversial 
at Louis Vuitton, which is seen in 
the way pink and the imagery of 
the sky are used in the pieces. Both 
collections exemplify the classical 
aspects of their houses, which 
speaks to the companies’ success and 
prominence. 

WHO’S UP FOR UPCYCLING?: WHO’S UP FOR UPCYCLING?: Seniors Allison Baker and Mariam Al-Rawi pose by their upcycled clothing Seniors Allison Baker and Mariam Al-Rawi pose by their upcycled clothing 
from the Winterim independent art studies on Feb. 22, 2021.from the Winterim independent art studies on Feb. 22, 2021. Photo by Mary Meacham. Photo by Mary Meacham.

MURAL, MURAL ON THE WALL:MURAL, MURAL ON THE WALL: Senior Ava Sohr’s mural resides in Harpeth Hall’s Athletic and Wellness  Senior Ava Sohr’s mural resides in Harpeth Hall’s Athletic and Wellness 
Center created during Winterim 2021. Center created during Winterim 2021. Photo Courtesy of Elixabth Floyd.Photo Courtesy of Elixabth Floyd.

Chanel and Louis Vuitton’s spring fashion collections feature more androgynous clothing

SPRING HAS SPRUNG ON THE RUNWAY: SPRING HAS SPRUNG ON THE RUNWAY: Model Rianne Von Model Rianne Von 
Rompaey walks at Chanel’s 2021 spring collection show on Jan. 26. Rompaey walks at Chanel’s 2021 spring collection show on Jan. 26. 
Photo Courtesy of Imaxtree.Photo Courtesy of Imaxtree.

“There is a distinct gender-fluidity in the Vuitton collection: “There is a distinct gender-fluidity in the Vuitton collection: 
definitely a sign of the times- and a welcome one,” definitely a sign of the times- and a welcome one,” 

- Upper School English and Media Arts Teacher Joe Croker
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Growing softball team anticipates grand slam season

Teamwork, determination triumph at shooting range

BY RILEY KATE HIGGINS 
Sports Editor

As spring sports gear up for their 
seasons, the Honeybear softball 
team is finding new popularity. With 
several additions to the team, previous 
team members are optimistic about 
the larger group and their upcoming 
season. 

Previously tryouts served as 
bonding time and reference for 
practices and positions because of the 
lack of cuts and smaller groups. Some 
years, the team has been so small 
that they have been forced to market 
themselves to anyone displaying 
interest and sometimes even pulling 
younger players from the middle 
school team. 

“Tryouts are super fun and low-key, 
and there usually aren’t any cuts,” 
sophomore Julia Tavi said. “Because of 
this, we aren’t nervous, and we use the 
tryouts as a baseline.”

This year, with 16 members, the 
team will still hold tryout style 
practices and plan on fielding a bigger 
team during games. Past teammates 
are excited to start this season and 
build on their team spirit.

“It will take longer to create the 
relationships with everyone on the 
team, but we will have a large enough 
team to hopefully have a really good 
year,” senior Kayla Gardner said.

Since many of the same sophomores, 
juniors and seniors have been on the 
team for years, the team has become 

a close group and holds preseason 
meetings to get to know each other 
and talk about the season. This year, 
because of COVID-19, the larger team 
has a more significant effect on the 
team morale. 

 “We can’t all meet in the locker 

rooms, so a bit of the beginning 
excitement is gone, but we still plan 
to meet before we begin tryouts,” Tavi 
said.

“I don’t think that adding so many 
freshmen is going to change that 
much, since softball has allowed us to 

get close and build our friendships,” 
sophomore Lydia Dodd said.

The team’s practices have not been 
heavily affected by COVID-19 because 
they usually split into infield and 
outfield groups and spread out on the 
field. 

For games, the larger team is a 
plus because they will have position 
back-ups in the case of quarantines. 
In games, the team plans to switch out 
players inning to inning to ensure that 
everyone gets playing time.

Regardless of the changes to this 
season in numbers and tradition, 
the team is still optimistic about the 
upcoming 2021 season and the team’s 
closeness.

“More players just means more 
excitement, enthusiasm and cheers,” 
Tavi said. “I have no doubt that we can 
all get to know each other as we have 
in the past and make it a great season.”

As to the cause for the team’s sign-
up boom, veteran players cannot give 
a specific reason for the increased 
participation. But, past team members 
cited team positivity and connections 
as possible causes for their newfound 
affinity. 

“In the past few years the Upper 
School team has made a point to 
create relationships with the Middle 
School team,” Gardner said. “I 
think that these relationships have 
encouraged the Middle School players 
to continue to play once they get to 
the Upper School.”

READY TO FIELD: READY TO FIELD: Sophomore and first baseman Vee Counter fields a ball during softball practice on February Sophomore and first baseman Vee Counter fields a ball during softball practice on February 
23.23.  Photo courtesy of Mary Meacham.Photo courtesy of Mary Meacham.

BY ELEANOR TAYLOR
Staff Writer

The riflery team has been hard at 
work since the beginning of their 
season in August, allowing these 
athletes to reap the benefits of their 
dedication to the sport. 

The riflery team is composed of 
two different teams: the sporter 
team and the precision team (one 
must shoot a high score to qualify 
for the latter). Both teams have left 
their competition in the dust this 
year. 

The Harpeth Hall precision team 

squad (athletes Isabella Baldwin, 
Kate Stewart, Scout Dahir and 
Gabby Welhoelter) has been named 
the American Legion precision 
state champions, with sophomore 
Isabella Baldwin winning the 
individual state champion title. 

The first squad of the sporter 
team (athletes Amelia Kremer, Ella 
Allen, Zoe Pearson, and Nandu 
Govindaswamy) has been named 
American Legion sporter state 
champion, as well. 

Harpeth Hall precision team 
members Stewart, Welhoelter, 

Dahir and Bottorf, and sporter 
members Kremer, Pearson, Nichols, 
and Allen also received invitations 
to the Civilian Marksmanship 
Program regionals competition. 

In the Junior Olympics 
qualification match, a decisive win 
from the Harpeth Hall precision 
team resulted in gold medals and 
a member of their own, Isabella 
Baldwin, qualifying for the Junior 
Olympics. 

They beat the MBA team, a long-
time rival, by around 50 points, a 
margin almost unheard of, as about 
ten points win most matches. 

Most recently, the precision squad 
placed second in the Tennessee 
State Championship on March 6. 
Baldwin individually is the new 
state champion achieving a new 
school record and pending state 
record. Stewart also placed third 
individually.

The Harpeth Hall riflery 
team’s success comes from their 
commitment to their sport and 
their 
commitment 
to each other.

 These 
athletes show 
an incredible 
amount of 
humility and 
gratitude 
for one another, achieving a 
positive and collaborative team 
environment. 

“On the range a shooter can 
only rely on themselves,” Baldwin 
said when asked about the team’s 
dynamic. 

“All they can do is shoot the best 
they can, so it might be harder to 
see how this is a team sport, but it 
really is. We support each other as 
a team and we celebrate individual 
successes as a team.” 

Many team members echo similar 
attitudes of teamwork and group 
support. 

“Each individual has worked 
incredibly hard to make new 
personal bests. I am so proud of my 
teammates, and I cannot wait to see 
them overachieve their goals, which 
I know they are fully capable to do” 
junior Scout Dahir said. 

For co-captain Tessa Haws, the 
sole senior on the team, this season 
is particularly special.

“The riflery team is a family. 
We became a family by hard work, 
focus, determination, laughter,” 
Haws said. 

“Thank you 
to past Harpeth 
Hall alumni 
for making this 
team what it is, 
and thank you 
to the coaches 
for continuing 
on every day, 

and the juniors, sophomores and 
freshmen who will continue this 
team forward.”

Influx of new players leave the Honeybears hopeful for a season full of spirit 

“We became a family “We became a family 
through hardwork, focus, through hardwork, focus, 
determination, laughter”determination, laughter”

   
  -Senior, Tessa Haws

Riflery team finds success in their own skill and each other this season

GETTING PRECISE: GETTING PRECISE: Sophomore Isabella Baldwin shoots at the MBA Fall Classic in October. Sophomore Isabella Baldwin shoots at the MBA Fall Classic in October. Photo courtesy of Photo courtesy of 
Isabella Baldwin.Isabella Baldwin.
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McDermott mulls March Madness predictions

Athletes eagerly await postponed Olympics 

BY TORI MCDERMOTT
Sports Editor 

Spring is just around the corner, and 
with it, basketball fans are excited to 
get their hands on a bracket to 
fill out with their 2021 March 
Madness predictions.

Because of the impromptu 
global shutdown last March, 
the 2020 March Madness 
tournament, which usually 
commences in the middle 
of March every year, was 
canceled, leaving fans and 
players disappointed. However, 
with new COVID safety 
precautions and regulations, 
the tournament can happen 
safely this year. Although the 
tournament will take place 
solely in Indiana, buildings will 
only be at 25% capacity. 

College basketball analyst 
for the Big Ten Network, Andy 
Katz, predicts that Gonzaga, 
Baylor, Michigan and Ohio 
State will end up in the Final 
Four this year, which happens 
to be his exact four predictions 
as last year. Katz also predicts 
the Big Ten schools will fill most of 
the bracket as they are the number one 
conference this season. 

Within the Big Ten Schools, Michigan 
sits in first place with a conference 
record of 14-2, followed closely by 
Illinois, Iowa and Purdue. The Big Ten 
conference has many eyes on them as 
they fill the No. 2, No. 4 and No. 5 seeds 
in the Division I NCAA rankings. 

Despite being the third-best 
conference in the country this season, 
the Southeastern Conference is 
surprisingly competitive this year with 

the rise of Alabama’s performance 
this season. With a strong 15-2 
record, Alabama is projected to be the 
number one seed in the Southeastern 

Conference, sending them to the 
No. 7 seed in the NCAA overall 
for the tournament. Alabama is 
closely followed by the University of 
Arkansas and then by LSU, Florida and 
Tennessee, respectively. 

One of the top five teams in the 
country, Baylor, shows promise this 
year with their 11-1 record and their 
only loss being to Kansas. Within the 
Big 12, Kansas sits at the No. 2 seed 
and with a No. 10 rank overall. Baylor 
currently sits at No. 2 overall behind 
Gonzaga, but the Bears anticipate a 

high placement as Selection Sunday--
the day NCAA chooses the 68 teams for 
the bracket-- approaches on March 14. 

As for selection Sunday, here are my 

picks of the teams to keep an eye out 
for. As with every year, Gonzaga has 
a lot of potential to accomplish in the 
tournament. Their hot record of 24-0 
leaves me confident in saying they will 
make it far. 

Coming up in second as another 
team to watch closely is Alabama. 
Despite being one of the only SEC 
schools ranked in the top ten in the 
country, I do not think their overall 
record of 20-6 tells a lot about their 
skill and aspirations they will bring to 
the tournament this year. Their few 

losses in the season include Stanford, 
Oklahoma, Clemson and Western 
Kentucky; however, all of these losses 
were very close. Additionally, they have 

much potential for this year 
and years to follow with a very 
young team.  

Baylor University 
consistently has a solid 
placement in the tournament 
bracket. However, this 
year, they have capitalized 
and taken the Big 12 by 
storm. Currently sitting 
in the No. 2 seed overall, 
their performance in this 
year’s college basketball 
championship tournament 
looks promising.

Finally, I find that Iowa has 
a hopeful chance in the 2021 
March Madness tournament. 
Having only lost to seeds 
above them like Gonzaga, 
Michigan and Ohio State, they 
have shown resilience as they 
came back and defeated Ohio 
State in their second match-

up of the season. Iowa currently 
sits at No. 3 in their division and 

No. 6 overall. I think Katz’s predictions 
mentioned earlier will hold, and I think 
Iowa will be one of the teams to live up 
to that expectation.

As Sunday selection day approaches, 
there are many teams to keep an eye out 
for when making selections. As for now, 
it is anyone’s guess as to how things will 
turn out. 

BY LUCY MCNALLY
Staff Writer

Due to the COVID-19 
shutdown last year, the 2020 
Tokyo Olympic games were 
postponed to the summer of 
2021.

Tokyo counted on 2020 to 
be a year of prosperity and 
economic success. According to 
Time Magazine, “Japan’s capital 
had earmarked $12.6 billion for 
hosting an Olympic Games that 
would rejuvenate run-down 
neighborhoods and turbocharge 
the country’s tourism industry.” 
However, the global shutdown 
put a stop to this growth. 

While the postponement was 
necessary for Tokyo citizens’ 
and Olympic athletes’ safety, 
many were devastated to find 
out their hard-work towards 
athletic achievement would 
not be exhibited. However, 
some agree that this extra year 
allowed for even more physical 
growth to compete at their 
highest ability in the following 
year.

The cancellation of the 2020 
Olympic games personally 
affected one of Harpeth Hall’s very own. 
Senior Gretchen Walsh is a nationally 
ranked swimmer who was on her way 
to the Olympic trials when COVID-19 
shut her world down. Leading up to the 

initial date of trials of last year, Walsh 
had been swimming every day, seeing a 
sports psychologist and weight lifting.

“I was very upset and didn’t think 
it was fair because of the physical and 
mental preparation that went into 

training,” Walsh said. “Everything 
happened so fast...the pool was shut 
down, the Olympics were postponed...
but everyone realized this was the best 
decision to postpone them.” 

During COVID-19, Walsh’s 

determination led her to train 
as best as possible despite the 
limited pool space and social 
distancing. She went to Florida 
for two weeks and even swam 
in backyards. Now, Walsh is 
back to regular speed and is 
ready to compete in the 2021 
Olympic trials on June 13 in 
Omaha, Nebraska.

COVID-19 will undoubtedly 
affect how the Olympic games 
and trials will be held. The 
trials have already been split 
into two waves of swimmers 
based on speed to limit the 
number of people present. 

Negative tests will be 
required, and athletes must 
complete forms and have 
temperatures taken upon 
arrival at the games. As for 
the games themselves, Walsh 
believes all athletes will have to 
be vaccinated to compete. 

Positivity and confidence 
keep athletes like Gretchen 
Walsh afloat during these 
challenging times. The 2021 
Summer Olympics are set to 
begin July 23, assuming the 
spread of COVID-19 will be 

under control by then. 
Athletes have been preparing and 

training to give the people of the world 
an unforgettable and long-awaited 
competition. 

JUST KEEP SWIMMING: JUST KEEP SWIMMING: Senior Gretchen Walsh competes at the World Junior Swimming Championships on August 22, Senior Gretchen Walsh competes at the World Junior Swimming Championships on August 22, 
2019. 2019. Photo courtesy of Ian MacNicol.Photo courtesy of Ian MacNicol.

BET ON THE BULLDOG: BET ON THE BULLDOG: Baylor, Gonzaga, Alabama and Iowa’s mascots  battle it out on the court. Baylor, Gonzaga, Alabama and Iowa’s mascots  battle it out on the court. Graphic courtesy of Georgia Elder.Graphic courtesy of Georgia Elder.

Follow the LogosNow instagram for 
more updates on how you can submit 
your own bracket and WIN a Spring 
Break sweatshirt!
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Which Teacher Are You?Which Teacher Are You?
11. What is your favorite food of all time?. What is your favorite food of all time?

A- Italian FoodA- Italian Food
B- Thai FoodB- Thai Food
C- Indian FoodC- Indian Food
D- Chicken SandwichesD- Chicken Sandwiches

2. Where in the world would you most 2. Where in the world would you most 
like to travel to?like to travel to?
A- Tour across EuA- Tour across Europerope
B- IrelandB- Ireland
C- DubaiC- Dubai
D- RussiaD- Russia

3. Best ice cream flavor?3. Best ice cream flavor?
A- VanillaA- Vanilla
B- ChocolateB- Chocolate
C- Anything with CoconutC- Anything with Coconut
D- CoffeeD- Coffee

6. What is your favorite holiday?6. What is your favorite holiday?
A- All- can’t choose!A- All- can’t choose!
B- Thanksgiving by a landslideB- Thanksgiving by a landslide
C- Mother’s / Father’s DayC- Mother’s / Father’s Day
D- ChristmasD- Christmas

5. Favorite part of high school?5. Favorite part of high school?

A- Great friends and teachersA- Great friends and teachers
B- House partiesB- House parties
C- Marching Band / AthleticsC- Marching Band / Athletics
D- Driving around with friendsD- Driving around with friends

4. Favorite color?4. Favorite color?

A- TurquoiseA- Turquoise  
B- GrayB- Gray
C- GreenC- Green
D- RedD- Red

8. What is your favorite hobby?8. What is your favorite hobby?
A- Songwriting / MusicA- Songwriting / Music
B- House DesignB- House Design
C- Spending Time OutdoorsC- Spending Time Outdoors
D- Playing ChessD- Playing Chess

9. How do you spend your weekends?9. How do you spend your weekends?
A- Spending time with famiA- Spending time with familyly
B- Hiking / Walking the DogsB- Hiking / Walking the Dogs
C- Going to the Farmers' MarketC- Going to the Farmers' Market
D- Going on Long RunsD- Going on Long Runs

7. What sports do you play?7. What sports do you play?

AA- Tennis- Tennis
B- Martial ArtsB- Martial Arts
C- BasketballC- Basketball
D- Track / Cross CountryD- Track / Cross Country

If you got mostly A’s...If you got mostly A’s...
You are Mr. Croker!You are Mr. Croker!

Not only are you a connoisseur of literature, Not only are you a connoisseur of literature, 
but you also never fail to entertain! That’s candy!but you also never fail to entertain! That’s candy!

If you got mostly C’s.If you got mostly C’s.
You are Mrs. Keen!You are Mrs. Keen!

Tall and mighty, you enjoy the great outdoors Tall and mighty, you enjoy the great outdoors 
and time spent with loved ones. A science fact and time spent with loved ones. A science fact 

never hurts!never hurts!

If you got mostly B’s...If you got mostly B’s...
You are Ms. Biegl!You are Ms. Biegl!

Part math wiz, part fashionista, part boxer-- Part math wiz, part fashionista, part boxer-- 
you can do it all!you can do it all!

If you got mostly D’s...If you got mostly D’s...
You are Dr. Fulwider!You are Dr. Fulwider!

A history buff at heart, but a man of many A history buff at heart, but a man of many 
talents indeed!talents indeed!

By Maggie Hedera and Olivia HandeBy Maggie Hedera and Olivia Hande
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