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Planning begins for 2021-22 school year
BY OLIVIA MAJORS
 News Editor

Throughout the 2020-21 school year, 
Harpeth Hall students, faculty and staff 
have worked through a dynamic system 
of asynchronous classes, cohort systems, 
quarantines and in-person learning. As the 
school year comes to an end, students across 
the country are anticipating what their 
2021-22 school years will look like. 

President Joe Biden has stated that 
reopening schools as quickly and safely as 
possible is a priority in his administration. 
Biden’s COVID-19 relief bill allocated $125 
billion to public schools to allow them to 
make necessary changes and safety updates 
to hopefully open in the fall. The bill also 
gave $2.75 billion for independent schools. 

“Based on the science and the (US 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention), they should probably all be 
open,” Biden said on April 30. “There’s not 
overwhelming evidence that there’s much of 
a transmission among these people, young 
people.” 

According to Secretary of Education 
Miguel Cardona, more than 80 percent of 
all school educators have received at least 
one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. In March, 
the CDC relaxed masked social distancing 
requirements in schools from six feet to 
three feet, a recommendation that experts 
say will allow more schools to open.

“If we can continue as a country to follow 
those mitigation strategies that we know 
work, and we can control the spread of 
COVID-19, I do anticipate that we can 
continue to see more and more students 
in school,” Cardona said. “I do anticipate 
that, come the fall, if the progress that we’re 

making now continues, that we’re going to 
be seeing a school that looks more similar to 
what we were before the pandemic.”

At Harpeth Hall, the majority of teachers 
are fully vaccinated, and many Upper 
School students are receiving vaccines as 
they become available. Changes around 
campus have already taken place: most 

classrooms no longer have plexiglass 
barriers around desks and there has been 
a drastic decrease in the number of virtual 
learners Zooming in to classes. Second 
semester exams will also function with a 
large degree of normalcy, with everyone 
back on campus and teachers having the 
choice between administering open or 

closed note exams. 
Next fall, students will no longer have a 

choice about whether or not they will learn 
virtually or in person. Harpeth Hall plans on 
severely limiting the use of Zoom for classes, 
reserving it for mandated quarantines or 
when someone is sick with COVID-19.

“We are moving away from Zoom,” 
Upper School Director Armistead Lemon 
said. “We feel that the best learning happens 
when everyone is in the same space 
together, and preferably in person. School is 
a social enterprise; we want to be in person 
as much as we can.”

This is a sharp turn from the 2020-21 
school year, where, at one point, over 160 
Upper School students were enrolled in 
virtual learning. 

“It was definitely harder to focus online 
due to the amount of distractions at home,” 
sophomore Phebe Foley said. “Although 
distance learning was a challenge, teachers 
made the transition so much easier. They 
were always flexible, and they created new 
ways for online students to participate in 
class.”

In fall of 2021, Harpeth Hall will 
introduce changes beyond relaxed 
COVID-19 mitigation strategies. 

“All we could do last summer was focus 
on safety, and I think this summer, we can 
really focus on the programming,” Ms. 
Lemon said. 

Late starts on Wednesday mornings will 
be implemented, and the club structure and 
Community Time will be revisited. 

“The core of how we taught our students 
didn’t change, and so we can go back to that 
core,” Ms. Lemon said. “Next fall, it will feel 
much more like the old school” 

MIC’D UP Junior Abby Brandau, a remote student for the full 2020-2021 school year, tunes in to Mrs. Vest’s 
chemistry class on May 4. School has been bi-modal almost all year long.  Photo by Mary Meacham, Photo Editor.

Changes come to Harpeth Hall college counseling
BY MAIA ROARK 
News Editor

As the pandemic begins to sputter out, 
some things are returning to normal. 
But COVID-19 has seriously altered the 
college admissions process.

Most importantly, the pandemic gave 
colleges the opportunity to test the 
validity of standardized test scores. In 
2020, over 1,600 schools opted to go 
test-optional, meaning that students 
were not penalized for not sending in 
SAT or ACT scores.  

“The test optional movement 
was one that was already gaining 
momentum,” Associate Director of 
College Counseling Amy Evans said. 
“But COVID just completely upended 
the entire college admissions and college 
counseling world.” 

The pandemic gave colleges the 

unique opportunity to try out a new 
admissions policy without the pressure 
of keeping it forever. 

“They’ll be looking at the data of the 
enrolling 
2021 
students 
from the fall 
to see how 
they do in 
that first 
semester at 
that college,” 
Director 
of College 
Admissions 
Jenny Byers said. 

If admissions officers do not notice a 
drop in academic performance, test-
optional policies might be here to stay. 
Many colleges are also extending their 

temporary test-optional period to three 
or four years to ensure that results are 
consistent. 

In many ways, this levels the playing 
field of college 
admissions. 

“Testing for 
the most part 
has been an area 
where students 
of privilege 
have been able 
to utilize their 
privilege,” Ms. 
Byers said. 

Students 
who typically 

excel at standardized testing are those 
who have the opportunity to receive 
tutoring or take a test multiple times. 
But by removing standardized tests as 

an option, students are solely assessed 
by their grades, extracurriculars and 
writing skills, areas that are open to all 
levels of society. 

Technological advancements during 
the pandemic have also given colleges 
more opportunities to speak with 
potential students. 

“Schools that offer interviews were 
able to interview more people via Zoom 
than ever before and reach people 
who couldn’t have gone to campus or 
were in regions that didn’t have alumni 
interviews,” Ms. Byers said. 

Without considering test scores, 
colleges were able to discover what 
portion of the application process was 
most important to them. 

  See CHANGES Page 3

The test optional movement was The test optional movement was 
one that was already gaining one that was already gaining 
momentum, but COVID just momentum, but COVID just 
completely upended the entire completely upended the entire 
college admissions and college college admissions and college 
counseling world. counseling world. 

Associate Director of College 
Counseling, Amy Evans
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BARNSTORMIN’ BIDEN: BARNSTORMIN’ BIDEN: Vice President Joe Biden gives a speech at the Port of Savannah, Georgia about the Vice President Joe Biden gives a speech at the Port of Savannah, Georgia about the 
importance of infrastructure investment to exports, economic competitiveness and job creation on Sept. 16, 2013. importance of infrastructure investment to exports, economic competitiveness and job creation on Sept. 16, 2013. 
Photo by Tracy Robillard.Photo by Tracy Robillard.

CONTENTIOUS CALL: CONTENTIOUS CALL: A courtroom sketch shows an image of George Floyd displayed during the trial of A courtroom sketch shows an image of George Floyd displayed during the trial of 
former officer Derek Chauvin in Minneapolis on Mar. 29. former officer Derek Chauvin in Minneapolis on Mar. 29. Photo by Jane RosenbergPhoto by Jane Rosenberg

Derek Chauvin found guilty in George Floyd case
BY LILY PRZYBYLINSKI
News Editor

The United States’ contentious race 
relations and conversations on police 
brutality came to head in March of 

2020, when a 46 year old black man 
named George Floyd was killed by a 
police officer for using counterfeit $20 
bill. Floyd’s death came after former 
Minneapolis police officer Derek 

Chauvin kneeled on Floyd’s throat for 
over nine minutes after Floyd resisted 
being put in the police car and videos 
taken by eyewitnesses circulated in 
the days following and prompted 
widespread protests and discussion 
surrounding the Black Lives Matter 
movement. 

On Tues., April 20, Derek Chauvin’s 
trial ended. Chauvin was being charged 
of three offenses: second and third-
degree murder and second-degree 
manslaughter. Chauvin was found guilty 
of all three, with sentencing to come on 
June 16.

The question this ruling brings up is 
what kind of precedent this court case 
set for future police brutality cases, or 
the question of it will truly impact future 
rulings at all. Skepticism regarding the 
possibility of real change stems from 
countless other police-related deaths 
occurring even after the strong backlash 
after Floyd’s death was seen for months. 
According to statistics highlighted in 
the New York Times, since 2005, cases 
regarding police shootings that resulted 
in death have only resulted in seven 
convictions. 

Some steps have been made in more 
recent months to try to curve the 

troubling history of disproportionate 
amounts of violent police encounters for 
minority groups. Currently, the George 
Floyd Justice in Policing Act has passed 
through the House of Representatives 
and is awaiting a vote in the Senate. This 
act would ban chokeholds, no-knock 
warrants in drug cases  and would 
reallocate funds to community-policing 
programs, among other things. 

“Reckoning suggests that we are 
truly struggling with how to reimagine 
everything from criminal justice to food 
deserts to health disparities — we are 
not doing that,” Pastor Otis Moss III 
of Trinity United Church of Christ in 
Chicago said. “Tuesday’s guilty verdict is 
addressing a symptom, but we have not 
yet dealt with the disease.” 

Many agree with Pastor Moss’s belief 
that the community and political action 
catalyzed by George Floyd’s death and 
the recent prosecution of Derek Chauvin 
only serves as the beginning of fixing 
systemic issues throughout the US.

As of now, though, advocates are able 
to celebrate what many hope are the 
first of many victories against police 
brutality.

“Today, we are able to breathe again,” 
Floyd’s brother Philonise Floyd said. 

Biden rolls out sweeping infrastructure plan
BY GABBY MCHAOURAB
Staff Writer

On March 31, President Biden 
announced a sweeping $2.65 trillion 
dollar plan to improve the country’s 
infrastructure by making significant 
domestic investments. The American 
Jobs Plan 
looks to 
repair aging 
roads, 
hasten the 
fight against 
climate 
change, 
jumpstart 
transit 
projects and 
rebuild vital domestic infrastructure like 
schools and hospitals.

 “It’s not a plan that tinkers around 
the edges,” Biden said in a statement 
on April 7. “It’s a once-in-a-generation 
investment in America unlike anything 
we’ve done since we built the Interstate 
Highway System and won the Space 
Race decades ago.”

Despite having the highest gross 
domestic product (GDP) in the world, 
the US ranks 13th in infrastructure. 
Since the 1960s, public domestic 
investment’s share in the economy has 
gone down by around 40 percent. “We’re 
relying on infrastructure from the last 
century,” Secretary of Transportation 
Pete Buttigieg said on May 6. “We’re 
either going to pay now or we’re going to 
pay a lot more later.” 

Over the next 15 years, the cost of 
the infrastructure bill would be offset 
by increasing corporate tax revenues. 
The overall spending would take place 
over a span of eight years. If passed, the 
American Jobs Plan would be the first 
of Biden’s two step plan to update and 
remake American capitalism, which is 
predicted to cost over $4 trillion over the 
next decade. The Made in America Tax 
Plan raises corporate taxes by 28 percent 
and eliminates a rule that allows U.S. 

companies to pay no taxes on the first 
10 percent of returns when they locate 
investments in other countries. 

According to the White House, The 
American Jobs Plan is divided into 
four main sectors: transportation 
infrastructure, quality of life at home, 

caregivers for the 
elderly and people 
with disabilities, 
and research, 
development and 
manufacturing. 

The investment 
in transportation 
infrastructure 
would include 
repairing and 

building roads, railways, and bridges, 
with a focus on clean energy and electric 
vehicles. The biggest portion of the plan, 
dubbed “quality of life at home,” focuses 
on funding American homes, 
schools, underground water 
infrastructure and broadband 
expansion.

 Biden also plans to improve 
access to quality, affordable home 
or community-based care for the 
elderly and people with disabilities, 
as well as increasing pay for 
caregivers. Finally, the plan invests 
in clean energy research and 
domestic production of products 
and goods. 

With a plan to pump $80 billion 
into Amtrak rail expansion, 
there is potential that Biden’s 
infrastructure plan will help bring 
trains back to Nashville. Amtrak 
is looking at a railway connecting 
Nashville to Savannah, with 
stops in Atlanta, Murfreesboro, 
Chattanooga and other cities. Since 
the last Amtrak train was removed 
in 1979, Nashville has remained 
one of the largest cities in the 
nation without a passenger rail 
service. 

Both Republican senators from 

Tennessee have voiced opposition 
to Biden’s proposal. “These policies, 
including massive tax increases, 
would further threaten our energy 
independence, destroy jobs, and place 
our recovery from this pandemic-driven 
recession in serious jeopardy,” Senator 
Bill Hagerty said in a statement in 
March. 

Biden has received criticism from 
numerous other Republican leaders. The 
Senate GOP remains adamantly against 
Biden’s proposed tax raises, but are 
largely open to the idea of a compromise 
with the president. The Republican’s 
plan, costing under $600 billion, 
focuses on boosting more traditional 
infrastructure forms, such as bridges 
and roads. 

“Senate Republicans have a targeted 
and responsible infrastructure plan. 
If the President will work with us, 

infrastructure is something we can and 
should be able to do in a bipartisan way,” 
Mississippi Senator Roger Wicker said. 
“What there isn’t any appetite for in 
our conference is a tax increase on job 
creators.” 

As it currently stands, Biden does not 
have the necessary support to pass his 
infrastructure agenda through Congress. 
Both Democratic and Republican 
leaders have been meeting and trying to 
forge a bipartisan path forward for the 
bill. 

“I think the political conversation will 
likely revolve around how Republicans 
and Democrats tell the story. There will 
be competing narratives,” Upper School 
history teacher Ben Fulwider said. 

“The stakes are high and the long-
term fate of the legislation will depend 
on which side creates a more compelling 
account.”

We’re either going to pay now or We’re either going to pay now or 
were going to pay a lot more later.were going to pay a lot more later.

- Secretary of 
Transportation, Pete 
Buttigieg
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HH announces plans for 2021 graduation
BY ELISE IKEJIANI
Staff Writer

Harpeth Hall has come a long 
way since oversized plaid masks at 
last year’s graduation. This year, 
COVID-19 distancing guidelines will 
allow guests to sit three-to-six feet 
apart on Souby Lawn. 

Instead of reserving seats in 
advance, a lottery will determine 
seating assignments for each senior’s 
group. 

Similarly to last year’s graduation 
and Honor Day, Upper School 
students will only be permitted to 

attend Harpeth Hall graduation if 
they are a guest of a graduate. 

Seniors were originally allowed to 
invite six guests, but will now each 
be able to invite eight guests total. 
“In past years, it’s just been come 
one, come all,” said Upper School 
Director Armistead Lemon. 

And of course, seniors will be able 
to invite Mr. Christy, the beloved 
former 6th grade reading teacher.

The graduates will again be facing 
the guests instead of sitting facing 
the front at this year’s graduation. 
Photographers will capture the 

ceremony, and it will also be 
livestreamed. 

A cherished tradition before the 
pandemic, 
once again 
Upper School 
faculty will 
be able to 
process and 
recess with 
the seniors at 
graduation and 
sit on Souby 
lawn.

“What has stood out to me the 
most is the fact 
that we’re going 
to be able to 
celebrate with our 
teachers,” senior 
Libby Tarantin said. 
“Originally, they 
weren’t allowed to 
but now we get to 
experience that, 
celebrate with 
them, the people 
who got us through 
all of these years, 
it will definitely be 
really special.” 

Ms. Lemon also 
discussed that 
Harpeth Hall has 
been consulting 
with other schools 
about graduations, 
but ultimately every 
school’s graduation 
is slightly different. 

The University 
School of Nashville 
(USN) plans on 
holding an in-

person graduation 

this May. USN’s graduation 
traditionally takes place on Peabody 
Lawn at the Vanderbilt University 

campus, but 
this year will 
instead take 
place on 
their back 
field. 

USN’s 
graduation 
calls for 
social 
distancing 

of family and friends to prevent 
COVID-19 infection, and will be 
limiting each graduate’s guests to be 
limited to four people. USN will be 
holding drive-through graduation 
at their River Campus in addition 
to their traditional graduation 
ceremony. Additionally, USN does 
not require all of its Upper School 
students to attend graduation like 
Harpeth Hall in previous years. 

Even considering these 
adjustments, seniors are looking 
forward to graduation on May 30. 

“I think I’m really looking forward 
to just having that sort of sense of 
community. It’s really nice to have 
all the seniors together in one place,” 
USN senior Amma Aliyu said. “You 
always look forward to graduation, 
you want a big ceremony, you want it 
to be a big deal.”

Altogether, Nashville schools are 
starting to move back towards their 
typical end of year celebrations. 
Graduation is a quintessential time 
for any high school or college senior, 
and even though they differ slightly 
from before, one thing for sure is. 
This year, graduation will still be 
remarkable. GRINNING GRADS:GRINNING GRADS: Class of 2020 proceeds to walk down Souby at graduation on June 23, 2020. Class of 2020 proceeds to walk down Souby at graduation on June 23, 2020. Photo by Peyton Hoge Photo by Peyton Hoge

Changes come to Harpeth Hall college counseling
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

“It  al lowed them to also lean in 
to their  inst itut ional  pr iorit ies ,” 
Ms.  Byers  said,  “Other schools 
that  rel ied heavily  on test  scores 
missed them.”  

While  some found increasing 
value in short  essay quest ions, 
others  dedicated a  deeper focus to 
transcripts . 

As the 
nat ional 
col lege 
process 
changes, 
Harpeth 
Hall’s 
col lege 
counseling 
of f ice is 
seeing a 
dramatic 
shif t  as  wel l . 

This  May,  both Director of 
College Counseling Jenny Byers 
and Associate  Director of  College 
Counseling Denard Jones wil l  be 
leaving Harpeth Hall . 

Ms.  Byers  is  relocat ing to 
Memphis,  Tennessee to ser ve 
as  the Director of  College 
Counseling and Student Planning 
for the Memphis University 
School ,  an al l-boys school  that 
teaches students  in grades 7-12. 

Mr.  Jones wil l  be working 
remotely for  College MatchPoint, 
based in Aust in,  Texas. 

“It  g ives  me the remote 
f lexibi l ity  as  my wife  star ts 
applying for  professorships,” 
Mr.  Jones said. 

These moves have lef t  Ms. 
Evans as  the only returning 
col lege counselor.

B oth 
depart ing 
counselors 
advised 
r is ing 
seniors  to 
make an 
ef fort  to 
acquaint 
themselves 
with 
the new 
arr ivals . 

“Get  to know them. 
They are going to be doing 
ever ything they can to get  to 
know you,  and so meet  them 
in the middle.  Come into 
the of f ice,  stop by,  ask them 
quest ions,  pop in,”  Ms.  Evans 
said. 

In their  place,  Janet  Weller 
f rom Roland Park Countr y 
School  and Brad Kloha f rom 
the University  of  Colorado 
B oulder wil l  be joining the 

Harpeth Hall  faculty this  fal l .  
“I  feel  real ly  conf ident and 

excited about who we’re br inging 
in,”  Ms.  Evans said. 

In the end,  many facets  of  the 

col lege process  are here to stay, 
but  the pandemic has al lowed 
both students  and col leges to test 
the boundaries  of  what  is  possible 
during the applicat ion process. 

What has stood out to me the What has stood out to me the 
most is the fact that we’re going most is the fact that we’re going 
to be able to celebrate with our to be able to celebrate with our 
teachers.teachers.

- Senior, Libby Tarantin

AND THEN THERE WAS ONE: AND THEN THERE WAS ONE: Harpeth Hall’s college counselors Amy Evans, Jenny Byers, and Denard Jones attend Harpeth Hall’s college counselors Amy Evans, Jenny Byers, and Denard Jones attend 
Meet the Teacher Night in 2019. Meet the Teacher Night in 2019. Photo courtesy of Denard Jones.Photo courtesy of Denard Jones.

Get to know them. They are going to Get to know them. They are going to 
be doing everything they can to get to be doing everything they can to get to 
know you, and so meet them in the know you, and so meet them in the 
middle. Come into the office, stop by, middle. Come into the office, stop by, 
ask them questions, pop-in.ask them questions, pop-in.

- Associate Director of 
College Counseling, Amy 
Evans
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BY PRIYANKA CHIGULURI 
Features Editor 

Assistant Dean of Academic Advising 
Dr. Adam Wilsman announced that the 
2020-2021 school year is his final year 
working in the Harpeth Hall Upper 
School. Harpeth Hall is characterized by 
its faculty, and the loss of Dr. Wilsman 
will affect the Upper School’s classrooms, 
club system and administration along 
with the students and teachers that he 
has impacted in his time at Harpeth 
Hall. 

“Dr. Wilsman has invested so much 
in the girls at Harpeth Hall solely 
because he genuinely cares about us, 
and that’s made a big influence on 
girls’ confidence,” sophomore Gabby 
Mchaourab said. 

After the end of the school year, Dr. 
Wilsman will move to Philadelphia 
with his family and teach history at 
Germantown Academy. 

“We’re moving that way because 
I’m from the Northeast, and it will be 
really exciting to be able to drive and 
see family in a reasonable amount of 
time,” Dr. Wilsman said. 

“Also, [Germantown Academy] is a 
great school where my kids, who are 
boys, will be able to attend. Harpeth 
Hall is such an incredible place, but 
my family will never be able to enjoy it 
for our kids.” 

Dr. Wilsman first started working at 
Harpeth Hall in 2013 after receiving 
his PhD in American history at 
Vanderbilt University. At Harpeth 
Hall, he has worked as an Upper 
School Social Science Teacher, a leader 
of the Confidence Committee, the faculty 
sponsor of Logos, the Assistant Dean 
of Academic Advising and the faculty 
sponsor of the sophomore class.

Originally from Buffalo, New York, 
Dr. Wilsman has been a member of the 
Harpeth Hall faculty for eight years; 
however, he did not intend to stay 
in Nashville for more than five years 
following his graduate studies. Dr. 
Wilsman initially interviewed at Harpeth 

Hall because his wife was pregnant, and 
he decided that it would be best to stay 
in Nashville for a few years instead of 
moving his family back to the northeast. 

Unaware of the effect that Harpeth 
Hall would have on his life, Dr. Wilsman 
intended to fulfill his duty at Harpeth 
Hall for three to five years before moving 
closer to home. However, he soon fell in 
love with the Harpeth Hall community.  

“I am in Nashville because of Harpeth 
Hall, and I am in Nashville years longer 
than I thought I would be because of 
Harpeth Hall,” Dr. Wilsman said.

 “I truly fell in love with this school. I 
fell in love with the community, and I just 
adore this school.” 

Dr. Wilsman’s time at Harpeth Hall was 
not only life changing for him because 
within his eight years at the school, he 
impacted many students. An example of 
this is senior Sinclair Walker who first 
met Dr. Wilsman when she was enrolled 
in his AP World History class and also 
worked with him as the sophomore class 

president that year.
“Dr. Wilsman is the first teacher 

that comes to my mind when people 
talk about the strong student teacher 
relationships at Harpeth Hall,” Walker 
said. 

“He is a wonderful teacher, mentor, 
and leader, and there is no doubt he will 
be extremely missed next year.” 

While working at Harpeth Hall, Dr. 
Wilsman has shared his passion for 
history with many of his students. Over 
the past year, he helped further develop 
the Economics class along with teaching 
Modern World History and substituting 
for some Psychology classes. 

Senior Janet Briggs took Dr. Wilsman’s 
AP World History class during her 

sophomore 
year. Over the 
past year, she 
has also worked 
closely with 
him as one 
of the three 
Editors-in-

Chief of Logos.
“He was all around an awesome teacher 

to have, and he really cared about if you 
understood the content,” Briggs said.

“He has deadlines, but he really cares 
about how you’re doing. He puts the 
student before any deadline that he has.” 

Dedicated to instilling confidence 
in students, Dr. Wilsman has taken on 
the responsibility of leading the student 
Confidence Committee. The Confidence 
Committee is a group of students and 
teachers that meets about once a month 
to discuss ways to increase confidence in 
girls at Harpeth Hall. 

Junior Miller Clark did not take a class 
with Dr. Wilsman but was in Dr. Jaccob’s 
World Cultures Class freshman year, 
which Dr. Wilsman taught during her 
maternity leave. She also worked with 
him on the Confidence Committee.

“I think he has done so much with the 
Confidence Committee. He’s helped us all 
grow our own confidence and help our 
peers confidence, which is so important,” 
Clark said. 

Additionally, Dr. Wilsman has served 
as the faculty sponsor of “Logos” for 
the entirety of his time at Harpeth Hall. 
Under Dr. Wilsman’s leadership, “Logos” 
has been ranked as a top highschool 
newspaper in Tennessee every year that 
he has been faculty sponsor, and it has 
been ranked as the best newspaper in 
the state two times in 2013 and 2021 

by the Tennessee High School Press 
Association. The Editors-in-Chief of 
Logos, seniors Janet Briggs, Sarah Cook 
and Devon Campbell have worked 
closely with Dr. Wilsman on Logos over 
the past year to help secure the number 
one title this year. 

“I don’t think any new Logos advisor 
will replace him because he has such a 
selfless dedication to it,” Cook said. “He 
just is one of those people who keeps the 
school running behind the scenes and on 
the frontlines.”  

Dr. Wilsman’s devoted work ethic 
is evident through his contributions 
to Logos along with the Harpeth Hall 
community in general. Through his role 
at Harpeth Hall, Dr. Wilsman has helped 
many students navigate difficult course 
loads with their life. His organization is a 
key aspect of his success at Harpeth Hall.  

“[Dr. Wilsman] has done so much that 
I don’t think we’ll ever even know about 
because when things operate smoothly, 
you don’t 
notice 
them. I 
think he 
works best 
at making 
everything 
so good 
that you 
don’t even realize it’s there, which I think 
Harpeth Hall will surely miss,” said 
Campbell. 

In addition to his other responsibilities, 
Dr. Wilsman has served as the faculty 
sponsor of the sophomore class. He 
helped lead class meetings and worked 
closely with the class offices. Through 
this leadership role, he has shared his 
contagious sense of humor and diligent 

work ethic with a new group of students 
each year. 

“I was so nervous to be class President 
sophomore year and constantly worried 
about letting people down, but Dr. 
Wilsman never let me put my own 
worries in front of my capability, like I 
was not allowed to get in my own way,” 
Walker said.

“I got more scared of letting him 
know I was worried about something 
than the thing I was actually worrying 
about.”

Along with his hard work for the 
school, Dr. Wilsman is also a friend 
to many members of the community, 
which characterize his time at 
Harpeth Hall. 

“He will be missed and hopefully he 
comes back to visit,” Upper School Art 
History Teacher Robert Womack said. 

History Department Chair Dr. 
Ben Fulwider worked closely with 
Dr. Wilsman. While Dr. Wilsman 
grew up in Buffalo, Dr. Fulwider is 
from New York. Being from the east 
coast brought the two teachers closer 
together because they shared a similar 
cultural background that differs from 
the south’s culture. 

“Sandwiches are an east coast thing, 
and Dr. Wilsman is like a sandwich. 
Everybody loves sandwiches, but there 
are some sandwiches that are beyond 
good,” Dr. Fulwider said. 

“The thing that makes those 
sandwiches fantastic is that they have 
the special sauce. Dr. Wilsman has the 
special sauce, those qualities that you 
can’t describe that make somebody 

a fantastic teacher. So Dr. Wilsman 
leaving is like the neighborhood deli 

closing.” 
Dr. Wilsman also has a deep care for 

his students that is irreplaceable. He 
often steps further than the basic role 
of a teacher and prioritizes checking in 
with students to ensure their well-being 
both academically and outside of the 
classroom. 

“Dr. Wilsman has really shown me 
how much a teacher can care about his 
students and care about the people he 
interacts with,” Briggs said. 

“I think that he has always held his 
moral values and kept his time the way 
that he wants it, but he’s put the girls and 
his students at the forefront of what he’s 
doing and pushed himself for them. He’s 
been a really big impact on me.” 

Dr. Wilsman’s leadership has brought 
excellence to the Upper School. As his 
time at Harpeth Hall comes to an end, 
Dr. Wilsman’s legacy lives on through his 
work, dedication and friendships within 
the school’s community. 

“Harpeth Hall has been so important 
to me and I will never forget the some 
500 people, students, teachers and staff, 
that I’ve worked with over the years,” Dr. 
Wilsman said. 

“I will do everything I can to stay in 
touch, and I desperately hope that some 
of the people that I’ve built relationships 
with at Harpeth Hall will feel the same 
way.”

Dr. Wilsman waves goodbye to Harpeth Hall 

EXPLAINING GLOBALIZATION: EXPLAINING GLOBALIZATION: Dr. Wilsman teaches his sophmore Modern World History class during his last Dr. Wilsman teaches his sophmore Modern World History class during his last 
month at Harpeth Hall on May 4. month at Harpeth Hall on May 4. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor.  Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor.  

Dr. Wilsman has really shown me how Dr. Wilsman has really shown me how 
much a teacher can care bout his students much a teacher can care bout his students 
and care about the people he interacts with.and care about the people he interacts with.

- Senior, Janet Briggs- Senior, Janet Briggs

Harpeth Hall has been so important to me, and I Harpeth Hall has been so important to me, and I 
will never forget the some 500 people, students, will never forget the some 500 people, students, 
teachers and staff, that I’ve worked with over the teachers and staff, that I’ve worked with over the 
years.years.

- Assistant Dean of Academic Advising, Dr. Adam Wilsman- Assistant Dean of Academic Advising, Dr. Adam Wilsman
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Ms. Byers departs HH after 15 years
BY NEVA BASS 
Features Editor

“I was floored,” Upper School Assistant 
Dean for Academic Advising Adam 
Wilsman said. “I couldn’t believe it. Ms. 
Byers is such an institution at this school, 
and it is really hard to imagine what this 
school is without her.”

Jenny Byers has been a pillar of the 
Harpeth Hall community for 15 years. 
Next year, she will begin a new career at 
Memphis University School. 

In addition to being a Harpeth Hall 
college counselor, Ms. Byers is on the 
Leadership Team and Academic Council. 
She serves as the unofficial school 
registrar. She founded, organizes 
and leads the annual Girls’ School 
College Counselor Conference. She 
coordinates Awards Day, the Dr. 
Balmer NAC grant and the language 
immersion grant. 

She has previously served as 
coordinator of SAT school day, ACT 
district testing, AP testing and PSATs. 
She ran NCAA eligibility, planned 
MBA-Harpeth Hall college tours, and 
organized course requests. Ms. Byers’s 
contributions to the Harpeth Hall 
community have been innumerable. 

Ms. Byers’s favorite aspects of 
Harpeth Hall are the strength of the 
Honor Code and the embrace of 
“think critically, lead confidently, live 
honorably.” 

“I love that students discover their 
voice and learn how to use it at Harpeth 
Hall,” Ms. Byers said. “There are some 
students who come in already knowing 
who they are, and are confident to express 
themselves. There are others that develop 
that confidence while they are here.”

Her favorite faculty tradition is the 
Honor Guard at graduation. She is 
inspired by Harpeth Hall’s commitment 
to lifelong learning. 

“Whether it is from a student or a 
faculty member, I learn something new 
every day,” Ms. Byers said. “All I have to 
do is spend some time with Dr. Echerd, 

and I am bound to learn!”
Upper School Director Armistead 

Lemon first met Ms. Byers when she 
arrived at Harpeth Hall to interview with 
Mrs. Teaff in November 2005. 

“Her smile lit up the room. I will never 
forget it,” Ms. Lemon said, “Ms. Lemon 
said. “She is someone that you want in 
your corner, on your team, no matter the 
situation, and who you would be very 
lucky to have.”

Her leadership of the College 
Counseling Department has brought 
camaraderie and excellence. In 2014, she 

won the national Marty Elkins Award 
for Excellence in College Counseling. 
Associate Director of College Counseling 
Amy Evans has known Ms. Byers since 
2008. 

“Ms. Byers is unfailingly dedicated 
to her students, the college counseling 
program, and Harpeth Hall as a whole,” 
Ms. Evans said. 

Ms. Byers has served in many roles at 
Harpeth Hall. Perhaps most importantly, 
she has been a friend and counsel to 
innumerable students navigating not only 
the college process but also life. 

Ms. Byers was senior Sarah Cook’s 

college counselor. 
“She’s a really supportive person,” 

Cook said. “She knows the college 
counseling world so well that she 
provides comfort through such a stressful 
and unpredictable system of college 
admissions.”

Margot May (‘18) has known Ms. 
Byers since 2011 when Ms. Byers was her 
oldest sister’s college counselor. She later 
became May’s college counselor and a 
dear friend.

“Ms. Byers is a natural supporter. Her 
kindness, positivity, care, and love for the 

people around her are made glaringly 
apparent whenever she interacts with 
others,” May said. 

“Ms. Byers saw a kind of potential 
and value in me that made me see it 
in myself too. Her confidence in me 
made me confident in myself,” May 
said. 

Ms. Byers was also Sophia 
Howard’s (‘17) upperclassman 
advisor and college counselor. When 
Howard needed her, Ms. Byers was 
there. 

“Ms. Byers is truly as sweet as 
she seems to be,” Howard said. “She 
genuinely cares for people, especially 
her students, and is willing to do just 
about anything to show how much 
she’s on your team.”

Over the past 15 years, Ms. Byers 
has been the college counselor for 

about a third of each year’s students. Her 
first class was the Class of 2007. Her last 
class is the Class of 2021. 

“I am grateful for all of the support, 
guidance, and listening for the last 15 
years,” Ms. Lemon said. “She is someone 
I trust implicitly. Her judgment is 
impeccable. I am really going to miss her.” 

Ms. Byers has built the Harpeth Hall 
college counseling department into one 
of the strongest in the nation. She has 
been a dear friend to students and faculty. 
While Ms. Byers will be moving to 
Memphis, her legacy on the Harpeth Hall 
community will remain. 

Harpeth Hall says farewell to Mr. Jones 

TYPING AND COLLEGE COUSELING: TYPING AND COLLEGE COUSELING: Ms. Byers works in her Ms. Byers works in her 
office during her final year as Director of College Counseling at office during her final year as Director of College Counseling at 
Harpeth Hall on April 28. Harpeth Hall on April 28. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor. 

BY ELIZABETH BROWN AND PRIYANKA 
CHIGULURI 
Staff Writer and Features Editor 

Associate Director of College 
Counseling Denard Jones has been 
a significant member of the Harpeth 
Hall college counseling team for four 
years. He will be leaving the Harpeth 
Hall community after the 2020-2021 
school year but has impacted the college 
counseling process in his time working 
with Harpeth Hall. 

“I think the biggest thing I’ll miss 
about Harpeth Hall are the random 
interactions with the girls in passing.” 
Mr. Jones said. 

“I love seeing students in their element 
instead of only the academic world, so 
that piece will absolutely be missed.”

Next year, Mr. Jones will be working 
for an online education group called 
College MatchPoint. 

Although he will continue working 
with juniors and seniors, he will also 
have the opportunity to advise younger 
students.

Working online will allow some 
flexibility in his schedule. He will also 
be able to take meetings on his deck at 
his house in the spring and visit college 
campuses for himself. 

However, working at Harpeth Hall has 

been an important aspect of Mr. Jones’ 
life. 

“I hope that to the girls I’ve gotten to 
advise and the girls I’ve interacted with 
know that they are absolutely enough 
where they are at any given time” 

Along with the opportunities Mr. 
Jones has for the future, he has left 
behind a legacy through the students 
he has counseled at Harpeth Hall. 

Especially in the unprecedented college 
process during the pandemic, he has 
continued to work with students to help 
them navigate through any challenges. 

“All of the college counselors have 
been incredibly helpful in the last year, 
but I will be really sad about Mr. Jones 
leaving,” said senior Lily Przybylinkski. 

“I’m sure a lot of people are sad to see 
him go but have really appreciated the 
support he’s provided in this difficult 
year.”

To ensure success at Harpeth Hall 
in the coming years, Mr. Jones plans to 
work with the next college counselor. He 
will also brief his replacement on each 
of his former counselees to help with 
preparation. 

“Obviously get to know your advisees 
but also get to know advisees that you 
don’t counsel,” Mr. Jones said. “I think 
that’s one thing that I’ve appreciated 
actually is building good relationships 
with other students in general.” 

Through the end of May, Mr. Jones will 
continue to work with students and the 
rest of the college counseling team. He 
has dedicated his life for the past four 
years to helping Harpeth Hall students in 
the college process, and he leaves behind 
the legacy of hardwork and optimism at 
Harpeth Hall.  

SMILING INTO THE FUTURE: SMILING INTO THE FUTURE: Mr. Jones Mr. Jones 
smiles in his office during his final year smiles in his office during his final year 
as a college counselor at Harpeth Hall as a college counselor at Harpeth Hall 
on April 23. on April 23. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography 
Editor.Editor.
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HH Dads Network does more than flipping burgers
BY LENA QIAN
Features Editor

At almost every Harpeth Hall event, 
there is the scent of burgers grilling 
and the sight of magnolia-colored tents 
emblazoned with the Harpeth Hall logo. 
These events are all organized by the 
Harpeth Hall Dads Network.

All fathers are part of the organization, 
but only a few volunteer. Chair of the 
Dads Network, Rob Pittman, organizes 
the events and sends a blurb to the dads 
each year encouraging participation.

The Dads Network works in parking, 
campus beautification, mixers, the 
Beargates, Sunday on Souby, the Sock 
Hop, the Powder Puff football game and 
most recently, the Teacher Appreciation 
lunch. 

“The veggie burgers were great,” Upper 
School World Languages teacher Jerard 
White said. “I really appreciate the 
parents coming in and cooking for us.”

Volunteering at events has given dads 
joy. Scott Hardy, father of sophomore 
Cara Leigh Hardy and sophomore 
grade coordinator of the Dads Network, 
participates in almost every school 
event. His particular favorite is the 
Beargate. 

“You get a chance to meet other 
parents,” Mr. Hardy said. “It gets the girls 
to come down, have some school spirit 

and cheer for their classmates.”
Shalin Shah, father of sophomores 

Tiana and Karina Shah, enjoyed his time 
working at the Sock Hop. 

He grilled burgers and distributed 
them, along with other condiments, to 
students and faculty.

“It was one of 
the first events 
since COVID, 
so I think it was 
really good to 
see everyone 
happy outside,” 
Mr. Shah said.

The male 
organization 
has also created 
friendships 
among the 
dads. Hardy 
and the 
other dads 

occasionally plan events such as 
kayaking. 

“I feel like the male population is 
really underrepresented at Harpeth Hall 
in general,” Karina Shah said. “So it was 
nice seeing all the dads come together to 
see their daughters.”

Along with father-father friendships, 
the Dads Network also facilitates 
the development of stronger father-
daughter(s) relationships.

“It’s allowed us to become closer. It’s 
allowed me to reconnect with her friends 
and say hello,” Mr. Hardy said.

While Shalin Shah enjoyed watching 

his daughters perform at the karaoke 
contest, Karina Shah found admiration 
towards her dad as he was making the 
burgers.

“It just really made me feel good to 
see my father to be part of something 
bigger than himself,” Karina Shah said. 
“It was inspiring to see him light up like 
a lightbulb.”

The Harpeth Hall Dads Network has 
also been a place for connections.

“It’s an opportunity to connect with 
the school and be there,” Mr. Hardy said. 
“It’s connecting with other dads and a 
chance to reconnect with girls.”

Mr. Chappell named new HH Director of DEI 

BURGER TIME: Harpeth Hall dads pose for a picture at a coffee event in 2019. Photo 
courtesy of Rob Pittman.

BY JOSEY BEAVERS
Staff Writer 

Upper School English teacher 
Marquis Chappell was recently 
appointed to be Director of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion (DEI) at Harpeth 
Hall.

While receiving his BA in English 
Language and Literature from Maryville 
College, Mr. Chappell managed the 
Student Board for Diversity and Equity. 
He later received an MA in English 

Language and Literature from Belmont 
University and is currently pursuing a 
Master in Education through  Columbia 
University.

He published a thesis study entitled 
“The Etymology and Evolution of 
Alice Walker’s Womanism Theory 
and Its Reflection in 20th Century 
African American Women’s Novels” 
while at Maryville College. His thesis 
examined the intersection of race, class 
and gender in 19th and 20th-century 

literature. 
As the new 

Director of 
DEI, Mr. 
Chappell 
wants to focus 
on making 
positive 
changes in the 
curriculum, 
engaging 
students 
through a 
wider variety 
of teaching 
methods and 
partnering 
with the 
admissions 
and 
advancement 
offices. 

“One of the 
first questions 
I’m asking 
is ‘are our 
structures 
and practices 
equitable?’”Mr. 
Chappell said. 

In 
humanities 
classes, 
incorporating 
literature 

from different cultural backgrounds 
will give students a more well-rounded 
perspective. STEM classes will examine 
equity and inclusion in specific fields 
like engineering. 

 “Our programming will be lifted up 
because he will lift up student voices,” 
Upper School Director Armistead 
Lemon said.

Mr. Chappell plans to initiate ‘Lunch 
and Learns’, a student DEI task force, 
and collaborations with the Winterim 
and the Global Scholars programs. 

‘Lunch and Learns’ will consist of 
student or teacher presentations about 
a particular issue during lunch. These 
meetings will engage members of the 
community and lead them to think 
about the bigger picture.

“In our mission statement, we 
talk about giving students a global 
perspective,” Mr. Chappell said. “Not 
just looking at DEI as it relates to the 
American landscape, but what does it 
look like across the world?”

Sophomore Veronica Pierce 

contributed to the process of 
interviewing applicants. Like with other 
high-profile positions, the application 
process to be the Director of DEI 
included the submission of a resume, 

a letter of interest, 
an educational 
philosophy and 
various interviews 
with faculty and 
student committees. 
Pierce claims that 
Mr. Chappell’s avid 
desire to improve, 
understand others 
and engage with those 
around him suits him 

for the job.
She hopes that Mr. Chappell’s new 

role will impact conversations inside 
and outside of the classroom. 

“With all the stuff that is going on 
right now,” Pierce said, “I think that it 
is just the prime time to educate people 
about these topics.” 

“My belief as an 
educator is that every 
single student should 
be seen, heard, cared 
for, and known,” Ms. 
Lemon said.

“It really just starts 
with a willingness 
to, moment by 

moment, second by second, ask oneself 
‘am I showing up in the world in a way 
where I honor the experiences of my 
neighbor?’” Mr. Chappell said.

By becoming the new Director 
of DEI, Mr. Chappell is advocating 
for student needs and desires. Many 
students think that the implementation 
of new roles and clubs that promote 
inclusion will not only improve the 
student experience but also contribute 
to the development of a generation of 
thoughtful young women. 

NEW DIRECTOR OF DEI: NEW DIRECTOR OF DEI: Mr. Chappell beams as he discusses his new role as Mr. Chappell beams as he discusses his new role as 
Harpeth Hall’s Director of Equity and Inclusion on April 22. Harpeth Hall’s Director of Equity and Inclusion on April 22. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photo by Mary Meacham, 
Photography Editor.Photography Editor.

“It really just starts with a willingsness “It really just starts with a willingsness 
to, moment by moment, second by to, moment by moment, second by 
second, ask oneself ‘am I showing up in second, ask oneself ‘am I showing up in 
the world in a way where I honor the the world in a way where I honor the 
experiences of my neighbor?”experiences of my neighbor?”

- Upper School English Teacher, MarQuis - Upper School English Teacher, MarQuis 
ChappellChappell

“My belief as an educator is that every “My belief as an educator is that every 
single student should be seen, heard, cared single student should be seen, heard, cared 
for and known.”for and known.”

- Director of the Upper School, Armistead Lemon- Director of the Upper School, Armistead Lemon

“It’s an opportunity to connect with the “It’s an opportunity to connect with the 
school and be there. It’s connecting with school and be there. It’s connecting with 
other dads and a chance to reconnect with other dads and a chance to reconnect with 
girls.”girls.”

- Dad’s Network Sophmore Coordinator Scott Hardy- Dad’s Network Sophmore Coordinator Scott Hardy
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BY JANET BRIGGS AND SARAH COOK 
Editors-in-Chief

On April 23, we stepped over enemy 
lines for a day on the Hill. We shadowed 
Joseph Bellardo and Bo Wilbanks, seniors 
and editors of Montgomery Bell Academy 
student newspaper the Bellringe. Before 
arriving, we held many preconceived 
notions about MBA, many of which were 
disproved. Below are the top 4:

1.They talk about grades a lot 
Surprisingly this was not completely 

true, but they definitely talk more about 
grades than at Harpeth Hall. In our first 
block AP economics class, the students 
took a brief quiz. After the quiz, the class 
reviewed the questions and the teacher 
said which students missed each question. 
Some students also openly shared their 
grade, an action almost unheard of at 
Harpeth Hall.

While this was not the norm for all 
classes, the staggering difference in talk 
about grades and college was interesting. 
One of the first questions a teacher asked 
us was what our college plans are for 
next year,  a question that Harpeth Hall 
teachers are strongly discouraged from 
asking. Overall, the open discussion about 
quantitative achievement was more than 
we were used to. 

2. Their campus is huge 
We went in eager to see the Burkholder 

Wellness Center, also called “the Burk,” 
and it resembles a college campus.  With 
the cafe, some of the students spend 
break time there or use one of the 
wellness rooms to study. The Burk boasts 
state-of-the-art athletic offerings from 
golf simulators to workout equipment; 
however, we were sad to miss out on the 
now flooded squash courts. 

Beyond the Burk, the number of 
academic buildings was staggering. The 
MBA schedule includes 50 minute blocks 
and only a few short grace periods. Similar 
to Harpeth Hall, MBA divides many of the 

buildings and floors by subject, so there 
was still a significant amount of walking 
from class to class. 

The newer buildings such as the Lowry 
building had spacious classrooms, allowing 
for more social distancing than expected. 
Older buildings like Ball Hall had tighter 
quarters, but in most cases still allowed for 
at least three feet of distance. 

In general, there was a lot of space but 
not all of it was utilized. There is also an 
evident preference at least facility wise 
for athletics over performing and visual 
arts, and visual arts are all confined to one 
building. However, having dedicated space 

for debate, forensics and robotics is a game 
changer for some of those clubs. 

However, the lack of library space was 
notable compared to HH, as their book 
collection spans about a few shelves which 
were located in a corner. However, they 
do have a student center where students 
spend study halls. The office for the 
Bellringer is also quite small compared 
to the media arts lab where Logos is 
produced. 

3. Masculine atmosphere
This was definitely true, maybe even 

to a greater extent than expected. In a 
predominately male atmosphere, many 
stereotypical features of masculinity were 
expected from students. 

The overwhelming level of testosterone 
levels was quite noticeable, but it was only 
magnified when every time we walked 
by someone, the guys exchanged an 
elaborate handshake. If there was ever a 
lull in conversation, the first topic was an 
upcoming lacrosse game or whatever pro 
sport that happened over the weekend. 

However, it was amazing to see how in-

tune to MBA sports most of the students 
were. They could talk about stats for 
almost any student and analyze almost any 
game. What appears to be a perpetuation 
of masculine stereotypes does encourage 
a sense of community that Harpeth Hall 
finds in other ways.

The “bro” culture often even extended to 
teachers. The student-teacher relationship 
seemed to be more relaxed than at HH, 
especially in the high school. Granted we 

visited mostly senior classes at the end of 
the school year, we witnessed more casual 
repartee between student and faculty than 
is normal at HH, and the power difference 
between students and teachers often 
seemed nonexistent. 

The sense of being in an stereotypical 
all-male environment was pervasive 
in numerous, often unspoken ways. In 
addition to the sports talk and “bro” 
culture, the morning advisory we 
stepped into was playing video games, an 
uncommon activity at HH. 

4. MBA is academically tougher than 
HH

While we did not believe this going in, 
we can confidently say that it’s not true. Say 
what you want about “the HH daycare,” 
myth,  the classes that we visited were at 
the same caliber as any HH class. 

MBA prides itself on their expansive 
course catalog with basically every AP, 
but more APs does not translate to harder 
classes.

What really changes the class dynamic 
from HH to MBA is the length of the 
classes and their schedule. The daily 50 
minute blocks make it nearly impossible 
to give longer nightly assignments for 
homework. Time in and out of class 
is filled differently than at HH. MBA 
students have time in class to go over work 
because they can get on with the lesson the 
next day. 

While none of the classes we attended 
were more difficult than our own, the 
offering of more advanced STEM classes 
in-person is a difference. 

MBA has a teacher for multivariable 
calculus as well as multiple teachers for 
many advanced science classes, but MBA 
also seemed to have more faculty overall. 

After a truly jam-packed day, we did 
learn a lot about our brother school. 

Thank you to our hosts, Bo Wilbanks 
and Joe Bellardo, for a look into the 
average day of our MBA compatriots.

Editors-in-Chief arrive at MBA and USN   

STARING INTO THE SUN: STARING INTO THE SUN: Editors-in-Chief Janet Briggs and Sarah Cook stand in the Vine Street parking Editors-in-Chief Janet Briggs and Sarah Cook stand in the Vine Street parking 
lot after a long day on the Hill on April 23. lot after a long day on the Hill on April 23. Photo courtesy of Bo Wilbanks.Photo courtesy of Bo Wilbanks.

BY DEVON CAMPBELL
Editor-in-Chief

Unlike my counterparts visiting MBA, 
I went into my trip to USN with few 
preconceived notions. With my sole visit to 
USN during my 10 years in Nashville having 
been to take the SAT, I had little knowledge 
of the USN experience. 

However, upon connecting with Esha 
Karam, the Editor-in-Chief of USN’s 
Peabody Press, the differences became 
increasingly apparent. 

1. Relaxed, expressive environment
Much to my delight, class began at 8:25. 

Outside the entrance, Head of the Upper 
School Dr. Quinton Walker greeted the 
incoming students. To my surprise, Dr. 
Walker also greeted me by name and 
welcomed me to campus. This decidedly 
warm and relaxed atmosphere carried into 
the expressive nature of the student body.  

Despite being a co-ed campus, USN 
has essentially no dress code. The official 
policy reads, “Attire that is revealing, 
patently offensive, distracting or otherwise 
counterproductive to the learning process 
is not acceptable.” In practice, this policy 
generously facilitates free expression in 
regards to clothing, with female students 
able to wear shorts, crop tops, mini skirts 
and other items that have been deemed 
inappropriate on Harpeth Hall’s campus.  

Although my time at USN was short, 
the clothing worn by the girls was never 

a distracting element in classes, nor did it 
impede the learning process whatsoever, 
potentially calling into question the 
strictness of Harpeth Hall’s own dress code 
policy. 

Additionally, the activist spirit of USN’s 
campus was immediately evident. The 
logo of the USN GSA was visible in nearly 
every classroom, posters stating “Black 
Trans Lives Matter” were hung on student 
boards, and stickers asserting that “Diversity 
is our Strength” were adhered upon many 
classroom doors. Although these assertions 
alone do not make a campus more activist, 
the presence of these messages imbues 
that campus with a greater sense of social 
awareness that Harpeth Hall does not 
match. 

Quantitatively, there is a significantly 
greater presence of students of color at USN; 
Harpeth Hall enrolls 17 percent students 
of color, whereas USN enrolls 38 percent 
students of color. This more culturally 
diverse environment contributes to the more 
expressive and inclusive spirit I observed on 
campus. 

2. More advanced classes
However, the culture at USN was equally 

academic as it was expressive. While 
shadowing Esha, I went to several “post-AP” 
classes. Specifically, post-AP Latin allowed 
students who had already succeeded at the 
AP level to continue their studies of Latin 
with a greater emphasis on literature. 

Additionally, Esha was among an 
entire class of students who completed 
BC Calculus as juniors. After which, they 
completed multivariable calculus in a single 
semester and were currently studying linear 
algebra. 

Beyond the impressive nature of the 
academic accomplishments, post-AP classes 
have no standardized test by which the class 
is measured. Consequently, the classes felt 
more motivated by the pursuit of learning 
rather than the desire to pass a national 
exam. 

3. Busier and more individualized 
schedule 

Additionally, students have a greater 
degree of independence in their choice of 
classes, which leads to a more individualized 
schedule for each student. For Esha, this 
resulted in several days of the week in which 
she did not have a lunch period. 

Nonetheless, she assured me that we 
could simply cut into time from her period 
after lunch in order to eat. As we went 
out on the lawn to eat, I found that the 
lunchless schedule was a phenomenon for 
many students, and missing bits of class 
to make up for this absence was highly 
common. With this context, the relative 
frequency of students milling in and out 
of class at different times became more 
understandable. 

Additionally, the schedule included six 
classes per day, each one hour long with no 

breaks in between. Activities that Harpeth 
Hall would deem a club (such as the 
newspaper or the yearbook) are included as 
a class in a student’s schedule. Consequently, 
the staff for each of these publications 
changes with each semester, and their 
output in these pursuits is graded. 

When sitting in on Esha’s journalism class, 
I was interested to hear their discussion on 
the upcoming college t-shirt day. According 
to a few of the students in the class, college 
t-shirt day perpetuates a more negative 
culture around college that persists at USN. 

Specifically, liberal arts colleges tend to 
attract a greater proportion of USN students. 
However, the smaller student bodies at these 
institutions and their more selective nature 
create undercurrents of competition among 
the senior class. 

This observation indicated the dichotomy 
between the easy-going nature of the 
student body at first glance and the fast-
paced, motivated and intellectual culture on 
campus.

Although I examined several 
distinguishing factors between HH and 
USN, they were far more alike than they 
were different. Both institutions have 
collaborative student bodies that struggle 
to a degree with comparative mindsets. 
Broadly speaking, I am greatly appreciative 
to USN for allowing my visit and to Esha 
Karam for her willingness to guide me 
through the day. 

Devon Campbell explores the hallways of University School    

Sarah Cook and Janet Briggs shadow MBA students on the Hill



Dear the Class of 2021,Dear the Class of 2021,

Class of 2021 takes on the next rodeoClass of 2021 takes on the next rodeo

As our time at Harpeth 
Hall comes to an end, we 
reminisce about the past 
eight years. To see the timid 
ten year olds who entered 
back in 2013 to the confident 
17- and 18-year olds who 
will walk down Souby in a 
few short weeks makes us 
think about the key moments 
that shaped us into who 
we are as a class. We have 
been dealt a difficult array of 
circumstances, and we have 
been used as the guinea pigs 
in more than one instance. 

Those in the eight year 
club cannot forget the iconic 
Freedom School project 
where we were tasked 
with designing our own 
dress code and sustainable 
garden. Those who came in 
seventh grade or before will 
remember chocolate chip pie 
and frozen yogurt, but all of 
us can remember the joys of 
bean and cheese enchiladas 
pre-COVID (Sarah Cook’s 
favorite). 

Of course, Ava Sohr 
and Ava Claire Williams 
walking through the 5th 
and 6th grade pods on all 

fours telling everyone that 
it was hump day was also 
unforgettable. We would 
also give a shoutout to Grace 
Lee who was the 6th grade 
mayor of Biztown. 

Seventh grade brought 
Civic Mirror in which 
Libby Tarantin married her 
son after the death of her 
husband, Nora Wang had a 
five year plan and Frances 
Bradford made innumerable 
human sacrifices. Whoever 
took pictures of Ms. 
Richarde’s board of quotes 
should definitely get that 
framed as well. 

In eighth grade, the 
unforgettable nuclear energy 
may have damaged our 
spirits, but no one can deny 
that our knowledge on the 
development of the nuclear 
bomb is unmatched. 

Of course, freshman year 
also brought the infamous 
Columbian exchange 
project where we all had the 
enjoyment of learning about 
every topic from apples to 
syphilis. There were also 
the usual awkward Winter 
Formal and homecoming 

moments where some of us 
realized that boys existed. 

Sophomore year 
introduced us to a myriad 
of unforgettable moments, 
like Kenna Carter voicing 
“Baby It’s Cold Outside” as 
her vocal partner, Frances 
Bradford, hauntingly 
descended the spiral 
staircase. Chemistry instilled 
an irreparable fear of 
significant figures, and for 
many a lingering cold sweat 
when walking through the 
second level of Massey.

While we were hit by 
COVID near the end of 
our junior year, we got to 
experience off-campus 
Winterim around Nashville 
and the world. Some saw 
Cameron Dallas and some 
might have violated HIPAA, 
but we all emerged stronger 
and more confident about 
what we don’t want to do 
with our lives. 

Despite the hardships of 
an abnormal senior year, 
we’ve enjoyed each moment 
together we can be together, 
whether it’s on Zoom or in-
person. Hopefully, we can 

remember this year by the 
beautiful days on Souby and 
the killer prom magician. 

We can look back and 
reminisce on Janet Briggs 
and Frances Bradford’s 
interpretative dance to “Man 
or Muppet,” and Ava Claire 
Williams and Lily Ford’s 
iconic rap. No one will forget 
Emma Dube giving out 
stickers on Fridays, and the 
shock in the classroom when 
someone on Zoom booms 
over the speakers. 

Through eight wild years, 
we have grown up together. 
Sarah Cook grew out her 
bangs. Half the grade 
suddenly didn’t need glasses 
(Janet doesn’t know eyes 
work). Our skirts didn’t get 
shorter; we just got taller 
(you’ll get to five feet one 
day, Sarah and Edith).

Thank you for eight years 
of endless laughter, shared 
tears and unbreakable bonds. 
It was a proud privilege to 
sing.

-Janet Briggs and Sarah 
Cook, 8 years strong, and 
Devon Campbell, the 7 year 
weakling

CLASS OF 2021 SPREADS ACROSS THE MAP:CLASS OF 2021 SPREADS ACROSS THE MAP:  This map shows the class of 2021 college matriculation with the color intensity signifying higher density of students. This map shows the class of 2021 college matriculation with the color intensity signifying higher density of students. Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief.Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief.



Words of advice for the seniors: Words of advice for the seniors: 

“My advice is to remember always that “My advice is to remember always that 
you’re not a cork in a stream, you’re you’re not a cork in a stream, you’re 
just the stream” - Dr. Fulwider just the stream” - Dr. Fulwider 

“For the sake of safety, happiness, and “For the sake of safety, happiness, and 
freedom, let faith, common sense, crisis freedom, let faith, common sense, crisis 
awareness, and moral principles or the ethical awareness, and moral principles or the ethical 
bottom line eternally lead the way.” - Ms. Jurcabottom line eternally lead the way.” - Ms. Jurca

“Go in with an open mind. You think you “Go in with an open mind. You think you 
know what you want to do, but college know what you want to do, but college 
is an opportunity to investigate different is an opportunity to investigate different 
possibilities.” - Dr. Wilsmanpossibilities.” - Dr. Wilsman

“When people constantly tell you to be “When people constantly tell you to be 
yourself, they’re wrong. Be your best self. yourself, they’re wrong. Be your best self. 
I think that’s an important distinction.” - I think that’s an important distinction.” - 
Dr. EcherdDr. Echerd

“When the going gets tough, “When the going gets tough, 
turn to the arts.” - Ms. Powersturn to the arts.” - Ms. Powers

“You have taken time to get to know your teachers. Do “You have taken time to get to know your teachers. Do 
the same in college. Help your professors to know you by the same in college. Help your professors to know you by 
name and keep asking  questions. ” - Ms. Lindenname and keep asking  questions. ” - Ms. Linden

Class of 2021 takes on the next rodeoClass of 2021 takes on the next rodeo
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BY GRACE LEE
Copy Editor

I vividly remember in middle school, 
when the eighth-graders were finally 
permitted to wear leggings. The girls were 
excited, ecstatic to simply be wearing an 
article of clothing they felt comfortable 
in. 

As they processed in the lunch line, 
teachers scrutinized their outfits, eyes 
squinted to make sure their tops covered 
exactly what the administration deemed 
should be covered.

The next day at middle school 
assembly, students were told what a 
lovely example the eighth-graders set in 
following the new casual day privilege.

As a young sixth-grader, the whole 
situation just seemed strange and 
uncomfortably weird.

The scrutiny of the dress code is only 
one example of the hypocritical approach 
to feminism Harpeth Hall takes on as 
an all-girls school. While in classes and 
assemblies, Harpeth Hall promotes 
female empowerment, limitations on 
behaviors, activities and dress indicate 
a reliance on traditional and outdated 
views of feminism. 

Last year, the class of 2021 wanted 
to host a bake sale for their class funds, 
aimed specifically at raising money for 
prom.  Harpeth Hall denied the idea 
because as an all-girls school, a bake 
sale could be perceived as regressive, 
too cliché and sexist for our progressive 
institution to host.

However, by eliminating this option for 
students, while attempting to dismantle 

historical female 
stereotypes, was purely 
performative, and it 
restricted students from 
raising the funds they 
could gain through a 
bake sale. This instance 
is an example of how 
Harpeth Hall likes to 
be selective in which 
elements of feminism 
to endorse. 

In other words, 
Harpeth Hall picks 
and chooses the parts 
of feminism they wish 
to uphold, and their 
narrative advocates the 
following: “You should 
represent academic 
excellence equal to 
that of boys. Your 
athletic performance 
should be equal to that 
of boys. You should 
speak up in a room 
dominated by men and 
mansplaining.”

But the feminist 
narrative ends there.

The activities and 
what we wear must be 
carefully structured and 
monitored. The rules set in place show 
this; they are subtle, but the fact that they 
exist speaks volumes and to a broader 
context.

Females, even more so than their male 
counterparts, hold other people’s opinions 

in a high regard, 
and at times, it 
takes priority over 
our own self-
satisfaction and 
well-being.

 In other 
words, girls 
who are already 
trying to find 
the right balance 
of acceptable 
confidence but 
unacceptable 
cockiness, girls 
who feel that 
they must strive 
for objective 
attractiveness 
(even if it kills 
them), girls who 
are pressured to 
engage in sexual 
activity, but then 
labelled for either 
saying “yes” too 
easily or “no” too 
quickly, these girls 
now must wear 
the burden of yet 

another dictation.
Through subtle 

policies, Harpeth 
Hall reinforces the idea that our bodies 
and how we cover them determines 
others’ perception of ourselves in society. 

That our worth is deemed by that 
construed and partial image others 
box us in. And that other people’s 

uncomfortableness, and possible 
misconduct towards us, can only be our 
own faults.

And so, for casual days, tennis skirts 
have been banned. Shorts are out of 
the question, and god forbid that our 
stomachs or bare shoulders show. 

If you ask for the reason for 
our conservative dress code, the 
administration will claim that even on 
casual days, they hope that the school 
image remains professional.

Many of the girls just want to be 
comfortable, and in the spring, simply 
hope to not sweat. 

The notion that shorts or tennis skirts 
or tank tops  are simply too provocative 
to wear, that yet again, girls must change 
or restrict in order to appease others is 
off-putting.

But given the fact that most girls can 
and do show up in sweatpants and worn 
out sweatshirts, upkeeping professional 
attire is not their priority. I believe 
the true answer lies in an all-accepted 
understanding for an all-girls school: 
modesty and coverage.

Harpeth Hall is training us to be a 
feminist in a sexist manner. In other 
words, rather than promoting female 
liberation, this school trains its students 
to succeed in a patriarchal society. 

I urge Harpeth Hall to consider 
teaching students that success is not 
tied to the portrayed patriarchal world, 
that we should highlight the female 
experience rather than eliminate it, and 
that feminists need to nurture their own 
definition of success as females.

Uniform guidelines undermine girls’ empowerment

NO SHORTS ALLOWED: NO SHORTS ALLOWED: Sophomore Christiane Sophomore Christiane 
Morton leaves campus in shorts, a wardrobe option Morton leaves campus in shorts, a wardrobe option 
only available on Saturdays. only available on Saturdays. Photo by Mary Meacham.Photo by Mary Meacham.

Prom’s lax protocols ignore necessary COVID precautions
BY SARAH COOK
Editor-In-Chief 

In my senior year, after spending much of 
the year remote, I wanted badly to enjoy prom 
to the fullest. I wanted it to be the beautiful, 
quintessential encapsulation of my high 
school experience that I envisioned. However, 
my enjoyment was limited, as an undercurrent 
of anxiety ran through my veins, watching 
and interacting with countless unmasked 
teenagers with little to no regulation from 
authority figures.

As I arrived on campus that night, the 
work the juniors put into each detail blew me 
away, with the endless lanterns, vines, statues 
and columns flanking each corner of Souby 
lawn. I loved the magician, the live art and of 
course, the chariot.  I loved being with friends, 
seeing Ms. Perry and Mr. Womack announce 
together and finally having an excuse to get 
dressed up. 

Nonetheless, I felt like I was in a fabricated 
manifestation of normalcy, a projection of 
people giving up on fighting the pandemic 
and protecting the lives of their neighbors  
with no regard for what was happening off of 
campus. Not only did certain aspects of prom 
drive my anxiety up the walls, but the event 
as a whole was potentially detrimental to the 
health of the Nashville community. 

For the most part, the lack of safety at prom 
was not due to the juniors’ planning. Instead, 
it was due to a collective decision to abandon 
masks. 

As we lined up for presentations, one in 
front of another, many of my classmates stood 
unmasked inside the middle school, and 
many took presentations as a time to remove 
their mask for the night altogether. As I walked 
up Souby lawn with my dad, I was greeted by 
a mob of MBA boys, the majority of which 
had their masks off. As we moved from 
presentations to entertainment, many people 
and their dates continued to go unmasked, 

and as we moved throughout night during 
entertainment, I’d venture to say the majority 
of students and guests weren’t wearing masks. 

While I shouldn’t have to say this, masks 
work, and failing to wear one puts not only 
you, but others around you more at risk for 
COVID-19. While some students may have 
been partially or fully vaccinated at this point, 
this subset of students was small based on 
eligibility in Tennessee. 

Even if certain students were fully 
vaccinated, the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) still states that fully 
vaccinated people “can gather or conduct 
activities outdoors without wearing a mask 
except in certain crowded settings and 
venues.” Additionally, the CDC recommends 
that everyone, even those who have some 
immunity, should wear a mask “anytime you 
are in a public setting.”

While juniors attempted to create an 

atmosphere that could be safe and enjoyable, 
the failure to wear masks ruined these 
attempts. In the end, it seems like having 
traditional entertainment with dancing would 
not have been far off the safety level of the 
reality of prom. 

However, there were a few logistical aspects 
of prom that may have promoted a more safe 
environment. Firstly, the entire event should 
have been held outside. While I know being 

outside leads to uncertainty due to weather, 
the weather on prom night was perfect, and 
the juniors could have created contingency 
plans like they did for presentations. The 
soccer and lacrosse field would have had 
plenty of space for juniors, seniors and their 
guests to spread out. 

Secondly, lining up for presentations could 
have easily been on the parallel sidewalks 
on either side of Souby. Lining up inside the 
middle school building was crowded, and 

most students did not wear masks. Not only 
would this process be safer being outside, 
but it would allow more room for both the 
students and people presenting them to spread 
out on the sidewalks. 

Additionally, signage and communication 
could have enforced mask wearing 
throughout presentations and entertainment. 
Although I recognize the difficulty, teachers 
could have been enforcing mask-wearing 
more strictly. Throughout both gyms and 
around Souby, signs could be posted to 
promote mask-wearing. Though the efficacy 
of these signs is questionable, they still could 
have encouraged mask-wearing for students 
and their guests. 

Since prom, there have not been obvious 
outbreaks of COVID at Harpeth Hall, but 
the potential safety hazard of prom was 
evident, especially since it was sandwiched 
between numerous other high school proms 
that Harpeth Hall students and their guests 
attended. 

Because of how COVID can often 
infect people without symptoms, even 
if it seems prom did not lead to COVID 
cases at Harpeth Hall, it still may have led 
to unnoticed infections spreading to the 
Nashville community, and it was only luck that 
prevented an outbreak. 

On my drive home from prom, I passed 
by the house on the corner of Bowling and 
Hampton that has a sign with a count of the 
COVID deaths in the U.S., but the sign has 
shrunken and almost collapsed. 

In many ways, the dilapidation of that sign 
on Bowling represents the way prom felt to 
me. The strange, rushed normalcy felt as if 
the pandemic had somehow disappeared, like 
somehow we should celebrate a victory over 
this pandemic, but if you looked closely, you 
could see the potentially dangerous, horrific 
impacts of a careless disregard for public 
health guidelines. 

PROM PITFALLSPROM PITFALLS: Senior Sydney Vandewaterand MBA guests exit Harpeth Hall prom on Apr. 17, an : Senior Sydney Vandewaterand MBA guests exit Harpeth Hall prom on Apr. 17, an 
event where the majority of guests neglected the need to wear a mask. event where the majority of guests neglected the need to wear a mask. Photo courtesy of Peyton Hoge. Photo courtesy of Peyton Hoge. 
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BY HALLIE GRAHAM
Opinions Editor

This school year, Harpeth Hall 
announced the newest campus 
renovation project. Coming soon 
to the Harpeth Hall campus in the 
spring of 2022: the Bullard Bright 
IDEA lab, a student space to replace 
the dilapidated and smelly gym that 
currently sits between Wallace and 
Massey. 

Since the announcement of the 
project, students, including myself, 
have been skeptical. Skeptical about 
the choice of Bullard to be Harpeth 
Hall’s next project. Is the Bright IDEA 
Lab worthy of precious fundraising 
dollars? And the queen of all 
questions circulating the halls: why is 
McMurry (or Massey for that matter) 
not going 
first?

After 
learning 
about the 
fundraising 
process and 
talking to 
Mrs. Susan 
Moll, the 
Director of Advancement, renovating 
Bullard is the best option for Harpeth 
Hall in a COVID-19 affected world. 
Bullard is attainable and a fundraising 
catalyst. 

First, renovating Bullard is an 
attainable option that will keep 
Harpeth Hall on the cutting edge 
coming out of COVID’s apocalyptic 
conditions. Well before the pandemic, 

the Board decided in 2015 to create 
a comprehensive capital campaign 
that included plans for various 
projects including the high-cost 
needs: Massey, McMurryand 
Bullard and small-scale projects: 
improving parking, handicap access, 
infrastructure and returning green 
space. 

Harpeth Hall was on track to 
finance these projects in a fairly 
timely manner; however, the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit last Spring 
and improvement projects have 
been at a standstill. After having 
a fundraising advisor speak to the 
Board, the Office of Advancement 
learned that coming out of the 
pandemic stronger than ever was 
crucial to the future success of 

fundraising 
endeavors. 

Coming out 
of the pandemic 
stronger than 
ever to inspire 
donation 
momentum 
is the reason 
why Harpeth 

Hall is spending instead of saving 
for larger projects at a later date. 
Re-doing Bullard strikes a delicate 
balance between not undertaking a 
huge project in a changing time while 
moving forward and gaining a cutting 
edge space. 

Wanting to get a project in the 
works, the Board considered three 
main options: Massey, McMurry and 

Bullard. 
Why not Massey? Massey was 

renovated in 2003 and 2004. If 
improvements to Massey were to be 
made, another 
renovation 
would not be 
adequate for 
the changes 
needed. 

The same 
reasoning 
stands for 
McMurry. McMurry, unlike Massey, 
has never been renovated; however, 
it would also need a complete rebuild 
to simply bring the building up to 
code much less make McMurry 
the space the performing arts 
department deserves. Anytime, but 
especially during the pandemic when 
students need to spread out due to 
transmission risk, limiting space for 
the rebuilding of a major campus 
space was not an option. 

Massey and McMurry are simply 
too large undertakings for Harpeth 
Hall at this time both in the physical 
scale of construction and on a 
financial side. Harpeth Hall would 
need a large gift to start momentum 
for fundraising on either one of these 
projects. 

Renovating Bullard creates a 
collective space with cutting-edge 
technology and large spaces for 
classes to meet and for gatherings to 
take place. 

“The renovation of Bullard really is 
a nod toward the future,” Mrs. Moll 

said. 
Looking to the future,the Bullard 

Bright IDEA lab is a donation 
catalyst. 

“There has 
to be interest 
in a project for 
it to come to 
fruition,” Mrs. 
Moll said. 

Financial gifts 
for the Bullard 
renovation 

have ranged from three-figure gifts to 
seven-figure gifts.

The Bullard renovation is 
completely funded by charitable gifts 
--no tuition dollars, no annual fund. 
Mrs. Moll expressed that donors were 
energized by the prospect of Bullard 
becoming a middle school and upper 
school culmination space, as it has a 
central location on campus

While the student body’s frustration 
with McMurry’s being “skipped over” 
is valid, Bullard is an exciting project 
just the same that is a better fit for 
Harpeth Hall right now that meets 
both student life and fundraising 
goals. It simply checks more boxes - 
smaller boxes, yes, but more.

Students should spend more time 
learning the fundraising process 
rather than formulating rhetorical 
questions like, 

“When is x space going to be 
updated?” The problem is not with 
the administration’s decisions for 
capital projects but the student body’s 
ignorance on how decisions are made. 

Despite student complaints, prioritization of Bullard renovation makes sense 

Lessons punctuate challenging school year 
Four things Harpeth Hall students must remember from pandemic school

THE GREAT OUTDOORS: THE GREAT OUTDOORS: Head of School Jess Hill sits with middle school students on Souby lawn. Head of School Jess Hill sits with middle school students on Souby lawn. Courtesy of Courtesy of 
Jessica Bliss.Jessica Bliss.

The renovation of Bullard The renovation of Bullard 
really is a nod toward the really is a nod toward the 

future.future.   
- Director of Advancement, Susan Moll

There has to be interest in There has to be interest in 
a proect for it to come to a proect for it to come to 

fruition. We have received fruition. We have received 
gifts from three figures to gifts from three figures to 

sevenseven

BY VERONICA PIERCE
Staff Writer
(1) Enoy the little bursts of bliss.

“Life is like a box of chocolates. You “Life is like a box of chocolates. You 
never know what you’re gonna get.” - never know what you’re gonna get.” - 
Forrest GumpForrest Gump

This year has been filled with plenty 
of stress and mental health struggles. 
That feeling, just sitting there with your 
heart racing thinking, “I just don’t know 
anymore” has come all too often this 
year. 

Instead of focusing on feelings of 
stress, redirect your attention to little 
bursts of bliss. Get a Wendy’s frosty or 
watch a classic movie. 

Pick out things that give you joy, but 
will also take away the weight of the 
world.

(2) Sit on Souby.
“With freedom, books, flowers, and “With freedom, books, flowers, and 

the moon, who could not be happy?” - the moon, who could not be happy?” - 
Oscar WildeOscar Wilde

Because of COVID, Harpeth Hall 
students and faculty adapted to alternate 
lunch locations outside of the dining hall. 
Souby has become a popular place to eat 
lunch. When asked about my favorite place 
on campus, I say Souby. 

While its openness and flora are large 
factors, the fact that the lawn is the one 
place where all students can interact makes 
Souby worthy of our school’s maintenance 
staff working tirelessly on the trampled 
grass. 

Having a heightened awareness of our 
surroundings, many a poem or essay 
has been inspired by nature. To have the 
ability to connect with the natural world is 

absolutely extraordinary. 

(3) Always bring water to 
school.

“The man who never alters his “The man who never alters his 
opinion is like standing water, and opinion is like standing water, and 

breeds reptiles of the mind.” - William breeds reptiles of the mind.” - William 
BlakeBlake

Opinions, opinions, opinions. 
We will never get away from them, 
hence the purpose of this article. As 
mentioned in lesson 1, our world is 
changing drastically and extremely 
fast, especially during COVID with 
heightened discussions about race 
and identity with the Black Lives 

Matter movement. 
Similarly, using Blake’s metaphor, 

we must form our own opinions just 
like we bring our own water bottles to 
school. For obvious reasons, we don’t 
share water bottles. If a student leaves 

her water bottle at home, she will get 
dehydrated throughout the day and 
possibly get sick. In the same way, we 
cannot just rely on the opinions of 
others, and we need to form our own 
independently. 

The absence of opinion is the 
sickness of mankind, just as water is 
a necessity to live. If everyone agrees, 

the world is at a stalemate. The 
opinion is the most important aspect 
of an individual’s intellectual being. 
We must form our own opinions but 
also hear others’ thoughts and discuss 
as a community. 

(4) Walk everywhere.
“We often take for granted the “We often take for granted the 

very things that most deserve our very things that most deserve our 
gratitude.” - Cynthia Ozickgratitude.” - Cynthia Ozick

Life may be hard right now, but we 
must put everything in perspective. 
Though being back in person is hard 
for some, there have been thousands 
of students who have been distance 
learning since the spring of 2020. 
Many do not have access to the 
resources they need to perform their 
best as we have. 

We must walk everywhere and 
see everything. In an instant, our 
world could shift as it did last year, 
and we could be quarantined in our 
houses again. You must walk, first 
of all, to save the environment, but 
secondly, to really see the world and 
experience it. Take walks with your 
friends around the school to notice 
the details and effort put into posters 

announcing events you are able to go to 
again. 

Notice new blossoms on Harpeth 
Hall’s gorgeous trees. Go to a softball 
game after school or see a tennis match. 
Eat pizza and drink Diet Coke after 
school. Take every day as a gift to see 
and to take each opportunity afforded 
to you. Live and breathe with the 
hidden peace in this mad world.
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BY KATHLEEN KERR
Arts & Entertainment Editor

From April 21 to May 5, 191 Upper 
School art students had their pieces 
showcased in the Marnie Sheridan 
Gallery and the Patton Visual Arts 
Building, which were opened to students 
and faculty for the two-week period. 
The Marnie Sheridan Gallery featured 
work from all ten seniors in AP Art and 
Design.

Mariam Al-Rawi’s collection called 
“Bride” consists of ten works that focus 
on the questions: “what is beauty?” 
“how do we see beauty in the ugly or 
unattractive?” and “how can decoration 
influence our perception of beauty?”

“In my works I have used paint, glitter, 
gems, sequins and decorative paper all 
to achieve a more aesthetically pleasing 
look on standards not usually seen as 
beautiful,” Al-Rawi said.

“Holding On,” a collection by Alli 
Baker, focuses on the connection between 
women and nature. Her eleven works 
were inspired by her own time spent 
in nature and her desire to express her 
connection with it. In her collection, 
she reflects on nature’s association with 
the female anatomy, the phrase “mother 
nature,” and the fluidity between the 
female body and nature.

Maddy Corts’ collection “Girls in 
Water” expresses the  significance of the 
relationship between humans and water, 
which are inspired by her own memories. 

“Each of my paintings is inspired by 
my personal photographs that I have 
taken throughout my life. In this series 
of paintings my goal is to depict the 
powerful and inspiring connection I have 

with water, as well as reminisce on some 
of my most cherished memories,” Corts 
said.

Lily Majors’ collection “Childhood 
Reflections” poses the question, “how 
do myself and others combat inevitable 
times of hardship and grief?” Her 

collection explores her own journey with 
grief as well as her different sources of 
happiness and her hope for the future.

“Consumption” by Zoe Miles is a 
collection that answers the question, 
“how can I portray traumatic events 
and responses through the intersection 
and interpretation of portraiture and 
literature?” Inspired by artists like 

Basquiat and Cudahy, Miles deals 
with trauma, emotion, literature, 
fragmentation and representative self-
portrayal.

Abby Moschel’s collection “Eye of the 
Beholder” consists of ten works that 
explore being vulnerable in terms of 

revealing and concealing one’s identity. 
She reveals and conceals different parts 
of her image to convey her message. She 
mainly used Adobe Photoshop to create 
her works due to her love of graphic 
design and digital art.

Maia Roark emphasizes the role of 
nature in her life and how it makes her 
happy through her collection called 

“Bike.” Inspired by Edmund Burke’s 
idea of the sublime, strong emotion 
inspired by awe and fear, she plays with 
the proportions of humans versus nature 
to convey her significance compared to 
nature. Her collection represents her 
bucket list.

“My figure is painted in black and 
white, symbolizing that I have not yet 
completed the activity. To contrast with 
the greyscale, my surroundings are hues 
of greens, blues, and oranges, which 
allude to my excitement and anticipation 
for the activities as well as the vibrancy of 
life,” Roark said.

Lily Silvester’s collection “Me Too” asks 
how current events affect people and their 
perceptions. For each piece, she uses text, 
tones and textures to portray her feelings 
in terms of a specific current event.

“Nothing Lasts Forever” by Ava Sohr 
focuses on the relationship between the 
internal and external parts of the body. 
Her goal was to show the beauty of the 
body in pieces that are strong with and 
without each other.

Nora Wang’s collection called “Silent 
Drowning” deals with how minorities 
in the US are affected by a culture built 
on white supremacy. Influenced by 
artist Kara Walker, Wang strived to use 
silhouettes to convey her own emotions. 

Her collection has moved from a 
depiction of concrete events to a more 
abstract symbolism.

Students and faculty can still see the 
works through the digital link to each AP 
Art and Design collection and through 
the digital version of the Patton show 
sent in an email by Art Department Chair 
Carmen Noel.

AP Art students showcase unique portfolios

BY AVA SJURSEN
Arts & Entertainment Editor 

After an American Pie-esque 
year, where the music truly died, 
or at least wasn’t being performed, 
the announcement of Bonnaroo’s 
lineup and commencement on Sept. 
2-5 seems to be the spotlight at the 
end of the tunnel for live music and 
entertainment. 

Boasting more than ten performance 
spaces, four campground party barns, 
and several interactive art installations, 
this year’s Bonnaroo seems surreal to 
fans and artists alike. 

This year’s event features headliners 
such as Megan Thee Stallion, Tame 
Impala, Lizzo, Tyler the Creator, Lana 
Del Ray and the Foo Fighters, among 
many other well-known performers. 
The tickets for the event were sold out 
in minutes due to the returning ticket 
purchasers of 2020’s festival and masses 
of eager fans. 

Held at Great Stage Park in 
Manchester, Tennessee, Bonnaroo 2019 
included stages by the names of “Who,” 
the stage dedicated to those with 
relatively smaller fanbases, “This Tent 
and That Tent,” “Which” and “What” 
in order of size and popularity. The 
“What” tent is the most prestigious, 
housing the headliners of the event. 

Although Bonnaroo is known mostly 
for its incredible lineup of musicians 
and community of music lovers alike, 
it doubles as a visual arts festival. Local 
artists of every medium and style set up 
booths in the venue, where they can sell 
their art to the public, as well as engage 

in conversation with the attendees of 
the event. 

“Bonnaroo really lives up to their 
motto of radiating positivity. Everyone 
around you is super happy, and it’s 
just such as good time, no matter who 
is playing,” Harpeth Hall alum Sloan 

Fridrich said. 
Even if one loves the camaraderie of a 

campground, it can be agreed upon by 

most everyone that waiting for hours 
in the sweltering heat in anticipation 
of catching a glimpse of the crowd’s 
favorite artists is the most notorious 
aspect of Bonnaroo. 

In 2019, however, the campgrounds 
were home to many different types 

of pop-up events, such as stores and 
salons selling Paramore’s Hailey 
Williams’ products. This booth not 

only gave the crowd a place to refresh 
themselves after long hours of waiting 
but also it featured the singer making 
several surprise appearances to meet 
and greet her fans. 

A platform to host events such as 
this one is a feat unique to Bonnaroo, 
bringing its devoted audience back 
every year. 

As of now, it is unclear whether or 
not COVID-19 precautions will be put 
into action, but with the growing rate 
of vaccines that are becoming available 
to the general public, it can be assumed 
that more events such as this one will 
become possible. 

This year, Bonnaroo’s usual 
audiences’ commitment to the event 
may be tested. When planning the 
event, the major organizers made the 
controversial decision to move the 
dates of the festival in hopes of waiting 
out the worst of COVID. 

Changing from the second Thursday 
of June to Sept. 2-5, the transition 
proves a roadblock to many supporters 
who are available during the summer, 
but cannot take off from work or school 
during Sept. and has caused some 
uproar among potential festival-goers. 

Regardless, this year’s Bonnaroo 
will continue to be a sign of hope for 
the usual concert-going audience that 
eventually, after what seems like an 
eternity without live music, they will 
soon be able to pack into the mosh 
pit of their favorite artists and eagerly 
await the opening chords of the most 
popular music and accompanying 
screams. 

Bonnaroo bounces back after pandemic

BEAUTIFUL BRUSHSTROKES: BEAUTIFUL BRUSHSTROKES: Senior artists Maddy Corts and Lily Silvester admire Corts’s collection at the Senior artists Maddy Corts and Lily Silvester admire Corts’s collection at the 
AP Art Show on April 21. AP Art Show on April 21. Photo by Mia Corts, Photography Editor.Photo by Mia Corts, Photography Editor.

BONNAROO’S BACK IN TOWN: BONNAROO’S BACK IN TOWN: Jon Bellion performs in front of a raving crowd on June 10, 2017. Jon Bellion performs in front of a raving crowd on June 10, 2017. Photo by Sloan Photo by Sloan 
Fridrich.Fridrich.

“Bonnaroo really lives up to their motto of radiating “Bonnaroo really lives up to their motto of radiating 
positivity. Everyone around you is super happy, and it’s just positivity. Everyone around you is super happy, and it’s just 
such a good time, no matter who is playing.” such a good time, no matter who is playing.” 

  - Sloan Fridrich, Class of 2020
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BY CAROLINE LUTTRULL
Staff Writer

On Saturday, April 24, the eleventh 
annual Endada festival made a 
colorful splash. Great food, local 
artisans, and the new Burk Center at 
MBA made Endada the place to be.

The festival began with Clarksville 
native and MBA art teacher, Ned 
Crouch. 

Crouch created the Endada 
sculpture, an abstract piece 
consisting of steel beams in a lattice-
like structure. 

When the administration first 
suggested a new arts and music 
festival be added to MBA’s campus 
life, Crouch’s unique sculpture 
provided inspiration for the event’s 
iconic name. 

A variety of boys in the student 
clubs of MBA ran the different parts 
of the event from live theatre, music, 
and comedy to the Three Amigos 
Taco booth whose line was always 
ten people long. 

Chalk and mural paintings 
were composed and illustrated 
by attendees which made the 
event interactive. A variety 
of entertainment amused live 
audiences, including an act by 
comedians Leanne Morgan and Hugh 

Howser. 
Harpeth Hall students have helped 

in preparation, participation, and 
attendance for Endada since 2011, 
bringing the festival to life and 

strengthening the bond between the 
students of the respective schools. 

Not only did Harpeth Hall students 
attend the art event, one Harpeth 
Hall student represented her own 

small business and had a booth 
among the sea of talented artists: Art 
by Lailah. 

Sophomore Lailah Rucker sold 
jewelry, paintings, and photography 
prints.

“I’m very thankful for this 
opportunity. I was excited to share 
a piece of something I love with a 
greater community. I signed up to be 
a participant in the festival last year, 
but it got cancelled due to COVID, 
so my spot was reserved for this 
year,” Rucker said.

Endada 2020 was a virtual event. 
The official Endada website housed 
the virtual festival, complete with 
articles, pictures, and videos ranging 
from watercolor tutorials to piano 
playing. 

However, due to a year of 
quarantining and vaccination, MBA 
was able to hold an in-person festival 
this year much to the community’s 
joy, as was evident in the great 
attendance of the event.

The entirety of the Saturday event 
was unforgettable, as members 
of Nashville gazed at wonderful 
works of art, enjoyed delicious 
food and drinks and listened to the 
incredible student-performed music 
throughout Endada.

Endada sculpts young MBA and HH artists

Picasso and Van Gogh draw Nashville audience
BY AVA CASSIDY
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Two master artists are making 
an appearance in Nashville this 
year. Pablo Picasso and Vincent 
van Gogh exhibits will be 
showing at the Frist Art Museum 
and through an immersive digital 
art experience. 

“Picasso. Figures” is making 
it’s only appearance in the 
United States at the First Art 
Museum until May 9 and began 
showing on Feb. 5. The exhibit 
comes from the Musée national 
Picasso-Paris in France and gives 
visitors a rare insight into the life 
and work of Picasso. The Frist 
Museum also celebrates its 20th 
anniversary this year.

“It’s really unbelievable that 
it’s the only place in America 
where that exhibit is coming. It’s 
really fascinating anytime you 
get an artist of that name.” Upper 
School Art History teacher 
Robert Womack said. 

“Viewers will see how, 
as Picasso continuously 
deconstructed and then remade 
the body, he was also recasting 
the history of figuration as a 
combination of his own psychological 
view of humanity and observations 
about the disruptive nature of life in the 
20th century,” Mark Scala, the Frist’s 
chief curator, said in an article from the 
Frist museum’s website.

It offers a timeline of events, 
relationships, and works of Picasso’s 
life and provides insight as to how his 
relationships informed his artwork.

“I do love the exhibit and the fact 
that it concentrates on the theme 
of bodies, Picasso’s approach to the 
human body, and it’s referenced around 
the many relationships that he had, 
which were very complicated too,” 

Mr. Womack said, “The exhibit does 
not hide from the fact that his life was 
filled with difficult relationships with 
many different women, some that he 
mistreated.” 

The exhibit includes 75 paintings, 
drawings, and sculptures by Picasso. 
“I loved how it showed all kinds of 
work from Picasso’s collection from 
small sketches to large, fully finished 
paintings,” sophomore Luca Cyr said. 

Furthermore, the exhibit showcases 
the diversity and range of Picasso’s 
artistic style, ranging from his famous 
cubism to surrealism and neoclassicism. 
“The fascinating thing about Picasso 

and my favorite thing about him is that 
when you walk through, you don’t only 
see what he is famous for. You also see 
how varied his styles were throughout 
his career,” Mr. Womack said.

Aside from catching a glimpse of 

Picasso’s personal life, visitors 
will be able to closely observe 
and photograph his pieces.

“I loved going to the Picasso 
exhibit because I could see the 
small brushstrokes, colors, and 
details that the camera just 
does not capture,” sophomore 
Sophia Williams said. “Picasso’s 
art captures a feeling that is so 
specific yet indescribable.” 

Nashvillians will also have 
the opportunity to experience 
another renowned artist, Van 
Gogh, in a new way. 

In the exhibit, masterpieces 
by Vincent van Gogh will be 
projected onto the floor and 
ceiling. The show includes 
several works by Van Gogh, 
including The Starry Night and 
Sunflowers. 

Tickets are now available, and 
the exhibit will be showing from 
Nov. 4, 2021 through Feb. 6, 
2022. 

Like “Picasso. Figures,” the 
exhibit was immensely popular 

in Paris and was visited by over 
2 million people. 

The exhibit was also 
successful in Toronto and was 

featured in the Netflix show “Emily 
in Paris.” The Immersive Van Gogh 
Exhibit was conceived by Massimiliano 
Siccardi, who pioneered digital art 
experiences in France.

Both exhibitions have brought or 
will bring positive new experiences 
to Harpeth Hall and Nashville’s art 
scene in general, according to Mr. 
Womack.  

“I hope our students understand that 
the Frist is right downtown, a very easy 
place to go see all sorts of exhibits. It’s a 
very important place in our culture and 
environment of our city,” Mr. Womack 
said.

GOGH SEE PICASSO: GOGH SEE PICASSO: Seniors Georgia Elder and Lily Silvester pose in front of Picasso’s work on March 28. Seniors Georgia Elder and Lily Silvester pose in front of Picasso’s work on March 28. Photo by Lily Silvester, Copy Editor.Photo by Lily Silvester, Copy Editor.

ART BY LAILAH:ART BY LAILAH: Sophomore Lailah Rucker sells handmade art and jewelry at her booth at MBA’s Endada on  Sophomore Lailah Rucker sells handmade art and jewelry at her booth at MBA’s Endada on 
April 24. April 24. Photo by Caroline Luttrull, Staff Writer.Photo by Caroline Luttrull, Staff Writer.

“I hope our students understand that the Frist is right “I hope our students understand that the Frist is right 
downtown, a very easy place to go see all sorts of exhibits.” downtown, a very easy place to go see all sorts of exhibits.” 

- Art History Teacher, Robert Womack
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Fans return to stands as vaccines roll out in Nashville 
BY GEORGIA ELDER
Sports Editor

With the increasing 
rate of distribution of 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
across the country, the 
CDC is gradually allowing 
Americans to return to 
their normal lives and 
traditions, which includes 
the reinstatement of fan 
sections in sports games. 

As of May 8, slightly over 
one-third of America’s 
population are fully 
vaccinated and almost 
half have received their 
first dose. With increasing 
vaccination distribution and 
decreasing COVID cases 
in Nashville, Mayor John 
Cooper began the process 
of eliminating capacity 
regulations throughout 
many Nashville businesses. 

As for the sports world, the 
Bridgestone Arena, housing 
the home rink of the Nashville 
Predators hockey team, has 
opened up seating to 33% capacity, 
equating to about 5,700 fans. This 
1,500 person increase will allow the 
Preds to enter post-season with a 
burst of energy coming from their 

fans, who are finally allowed to 
cheer on their city’s NHL team with 
their fang fingers in person. 

After winning 13 of their 16 
past games, the Preds come in 
fourth seed in the Discover Central 
Divison of the Stanley Cup playoffs 
and are ready to rumble and skate 
their way to the top, with a little 
bit of help from the Smashville 

community. 
Although NFL season has yet 

to commence, Nissan Stadium, 
the outdoor arena home to the 
Tennessee Titans, has also raised its 
capacity to 40%, which is hopeful 
for Titans fans in the future, as 
they maxed out at 20% capacity, 
equating to about 2,500 fans, 
during their fall season in 2021. 

Although the Titans 
are in their off-season, 
Nashville’s sports fans are 
still making their way to 
Nissan Stadium for Major 
League Soccer games, 
whose regular season 
will stretch all the way 
until November of this 
year. Thus far this season, 
NSC has been playing 
to approximately 30% 
capacity, however, in late 
May, they will be opening 
the stadium to near-full-
capacity.

With the city’s 
vaccination rate at 30% 
and climbing each day, 
the prospect of in-person 
sports games is in reach, 
both professionally, on the 

collegiate level and in high 
schools. 

Harpeth Hall’s stringent 
spectator policies for sports games 
due to COVID-19 regulations have 
now been dropped because outdoor 
events are allowed to host as many 
as 2,000 people, as instructed by 
the CDC. This means that track 
meets, softball games and lacrosse 
games are “fair game” for all 
students and faculty to attend. 

NISSAN IS BACK IN ACTION: NISSAN IS BACK IN ACTION: Nashville Soccer Club plays CF Montreal in Nissan Stadium on April 24. The teams tied 2-2. NSC has been Nashville Soccer Club plays CF Montreal in Nissan Stadium on April 24. The teams tied 2-2. NSC has been 
playing to approximately 30% capacity. They will be playing to near full-capacity in late May. playing to approximately 30% capacity. They will be playing to near full-capacity in late May. Photo courtesy of Carter Reynolds.Photo courtesy of Carter Reynolds.

Sports communities in Nashville rally together to support their teams as safety increases

BY TORI MCDERMOTT
Sports Editor

As the school year comes to a 
close and it is only three short 
months until the senior class 
is spread about the country at 
their new schools. However, a 
few of these girls are continuing 
on to do more than pursue their 
academic career. 

In the fall, the Upper School 
celebrated three accomplished 
senior athletes who intend to 
continue their athletic career 
at the D1 level. Emily Wood, 
Gretchen Walsh and Claire 
Wilson are going off to compete 
in crew, swim and volleyball, 
respectively. 

Little did we know that four 
more girls would go on to 
compete at the collegiate level 
in sports that range from sailing 
to track and field. 

The celebration of these 
athletes began on Apr. 29 when 
Weatherly Spence signed her 
letter of intent to compete in golf 
at Rhodes College in Memphis. 
Spence has been working on the 
recruitment process for most of this 
year beginning last season. 

She began golfing when she 
was ten years old and has been an 
accomplished golfer since freshman 
year with three state appearances. 

One significant event in her golf 
career was  her first place finish in 
the School Days Golf tournament 
back in 2019 against some of the 
best players in the city.

Along with Spence is Emory 
Moore, Spencer Robbins and Annie 
Stewart who are competing in track 
and field at Belmont University, 

soccer at Columbia and sailing at 
Cornell, respectively. 

Moore came to her decision at the 
end of April when she decided she 
was going to run Track and Field 
at Belmont 
University in 
Nashville. 

Moore has 
dominated 
the Harpeth 
Hall Track 
and Field 
team in her final year at Harpeth 
Hall after several years of being 
injured and missing out on key 
opportunities to prove her athletic 
talent. 

“Missing my junior year was 
definitely a bummer, but knowing 
that I wanted to run in college 

since sophomore year, I was excited 
for my Senior season and the 
recruitment process,” Moore said. 

Holding true to this statement, 
Moore began the season with an 

incredible 
performance 
by setting 
the Harpeth 
Hall School 
record for 
the 200m 
relay with 

her time, 25.01 seconds. 
Moore also broke another 

22-year-old school record for the 
100m sprint with a time of 12.41 
seconds seconds. 

“Although I’m a little bit nervous, 
I’m excited for the coach and the 
teammates who I have already met,” 

Moore said. “I’m also excited 
about the transition from a high 
school sport to a D1 college 
team.”

Moore officially signed her 
letter of intent on May 7 at an 
Upper School assembly. 

Following Moore with her 
athletic accomplishments is 
Spencer Robbins. Robbins has 
recently commited to Columbia 
for her academic achievements 
and will try out for the soccer 
team in January 2022. She has 
dedicated much of her life to the 
sport of soccer. 

Robbins has competed for both 
her club team and her school 
team and has been a prominent 
leader for both teams. For the 
coming fall, Robbins will train 
with the team to prepare for her 
tryouts for the following January.  

Annie Stewart plans to walk 
onto the Cornell sailing team 

beginning in the fall of 2021. 
Stewart has been sailing since the 
3rd grade when she attended Camp 
Seafarer. 

She was contacted by the Cornell 
sailing coach to join the team after 
committing to Cornell late in the 
second semester. 

Stewart will hopefully have the 
opportunity to develop her talents 
in her first year at Cornell to 
continue on in her future year and 
compete against other schools. 

All of these athletes have put in a 
lot of work into their athletic careers 
and their hard work has paid off. 

The work these girls have put into 
their sport shows the determination 
and grit that it takes to play at the 
colleagiate level. 

Senior athletes commit to play at next level
From sailing to track, four more seniors set their sights on competing at the collegiate level

BACK ON TRACK:BACK ON TRACK: Senior Emory Moore commits to running for Belmont for the next four years by signing her National  Senior Emory Moore commits to running for Belmont for the next four years by signing her National 
Letter of Intent on May 7. Letter of Intent on May 7. Photo courtesy of Harpeth Hall.Photo courtesy of Harpeth Hall.

I’m excited about the transition I’m excited about the transition 
from a high school sport to a D1 from a high school sport to a D1 

college team.college team.

- Senior, Emory Moore
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BY GEORGIA ELDER
Sports Editor

End-of-the-year festivities are in 
full swing as Harpeth Hall graduation 
approaches, which includes a fan 
favorite event, the junior-senior 
powderpuff game. 

Both the juniors and seniors are eager 
to get on the field to prove their flag 
football abilities and secure the win. 

Practices began many weeks in 
advance before the match-up, which 
included drills, scrimmages and 
conditioning. 

A few Montgomery Bell Academy 
junior and senior athletes volunteered to 
coach for the upcoming matchup, and 
they see great potential in their players. 

“These ladies have put forth more than 
just effort, they show care, compassion 
and aggression” MBA senior Sam Banks 
said. “ I am most impressed with the 
speed and agility we have on offense. As 
far as defense goes, these seniors aren’t 
letting anything past them.”

The teams also picked out their 
strongest players and put together a line-
up that will test the other grade’s skill. 

Both teams are looking for speed, 
athleticism and work ethic in their 
players; however, the team spirit is just 
as important. 

Senior Spencer Robbins is especially 
enthusiastic about the competition and 
eager to get on the field with her team.

“The coaches are in it to win it and 
we are in it to win it,” Robbins said. “We 
are putting in the work every practice 
and there are big things in our future. 
Especially a powder puff championship.”

The juniors, also filled with the will to 

win, anticipate a difficult, but successful 
match. 

“The juniors are working very hard 
and we are ready to give the seniors 
a run for their money this year,” 

junior Caroline McGuire said. The 
determination that has gripped both of 
these teams increases the intensity of 
this future game. 

Both classes have gathered together 
to build each other up and celebrate 

collective wins as they approach the date 
of the competition. The team spirit that 
is fostered during this event is also very 
important to the cheerleaders that will 
be performing at half-time show. The 

half-time show will include MBA seniors 
dancing, stunting and supporting their 
Honeybear counterparts.

The cheerleader’s coaches, who are 
Harpeth Hall seniors who have cheered 
for MBA anticipate a hype sideline, 
as the cheerleaders have shown up 
overflowing with energy.  

“I’m going to practice for hours 
when I get home,” MBA senior and 
powderpuff cheerleader Drew Wilson 
said.

All in all, the greater powderpuff 
community cannot be more excited for 
this event. 

Now that capacities have been lifted, 
the entire school will be able to witness 
this event on Saturday, May 22. 

The Dad’s network will be providing 
food for the community, including 
snacks and grilled entrées. 

Student Council hopes to advertise 
this event to the entire school so that the 
Middle Schoolers and lowerclassmen 
will show out for the juniors and seniors.  

This event will be an opportunity for 
the school to come together in a year 
of much adversty with the COVID-19 
restrictions.

All the school’s events of the year have 
been leading up to this matchup, and it 
will be an opportunity for the Harpeth 
Hall community to come together with 
the class of 2021 and class of 2022 one 
last time. 

BY RUTHIE GAW
Staff Writer

From “The Karate Kid” to 
“Rocky,” everyone loves a good 
underdog. When asked by Harpeth 
Hall to play up at a high school 
level, these four eighth-grade 
athletes felt like underdogs. After 
overcoming their nerves, they 
quickly became valuable members 
of their teams.

“It was a struggle to fit in a first 
because I didn’t know anybody,” 
eighth-grade soccer player Quinn 
Erim said. “And my teammates 
already had their own friends from 
their grade.” 

For Erim, it was hard to adjust 
to a high school sport as a middle 
schooler. Nerves, performance 
anxiety and intense pressure came 
as a result of that adjustment.

“Especially with older girls that 
might not think I’m not good 
enough to play on the team, and 
especially at the beginning of the 
season, I was trying really hard 
to impress everybody,” Erim said. The 
need to impress others, is a problem that 
many athletes including Erim wrestled 
with.

“I try to have a short-term memory, 
and if I mess up then I just forget about 
it and keep moving,” Erim said. “If you 
get in your head it will just keep getting 
worse and worse.” 

Once this mindset took flight, Erim’s 
potential skyrocketed. 

Erim’s confidence built up throughout 
the season, and her hard work paid off 
when she scored the overtime goal in 
the game that qualified the Honeybears 
for the playoffs. 

“It was helpful to learn from older 
girls because they did things differently 
than me. And it also really helped my 
confidence when I did something good 

and all the older girls congratulated me.”
Additionally, eighth-grader Jamie 

Denton is playing midfield for the 
varsity lacrosse team this spring season.  

“I thought it was going to be nerve-
wracking, and it was at first, but the 
whole team 
is so open 
and nice, 
especially 
the coaches.” 
Denton said. 

As the 
‘Bears 
dominate on the field, it’s comforting 
to know that they are welcoming and 
inclusive to the eighth-graders that 
moved up. 

Denton also reflects on how the 
season has improved her confidence. 
“I think just seeing the field and stick 

skills and playing live has built my 
confidence.”  Denton said. 

Denton expressed the struggles 
she faces with performance anxiety. 
Her mother was the one who gave 
her a solution. “My mom one day she 

said,‘goldfish 
don’t have 
memory, 
their 
memories 
only last a 
few seconds,’” 
Denton said. 

“And so now me and my mom say just 
have a memory like a goldfish. When 
you make a mistake, think ‘I made the 
mistake, but here’s the next play.” 

Along with soccer and lacrosse, high 
school sports benefitted from eighth-
grader participation with  Annamaria 

Bacchetta, who ran on the varsity 
cross country and track teams.

“It’s great, I love my teammates, 
and they are just really fun,” 
Bacchetta said. “In the beginning, 
though, I was really scared of the 
upperclassmen.” 

In time, Bacchetta acclimated 
and improved throughout the 
season.

“I’ve definitely gotten a lot 
faster,” Bacchetta said. “I just feel a 
lot more confident in my running 
ability.” 

An example of this is when she 
beat her PR in a race. “When I 
competed at state for cross country, 
I got third and I crushed my PR by 
thirty seconds.” Bacchetta said. 

When competing at that high of 
a level, pressure is evitable. “I take 
deep breaths and try to take my 
mind off of it,” Bacchetta said. “I 
try to smile, and I look forward to 
practice every day.” 

Lastly, eighth-grader Ava 
Krumwiede played up for the 

varsity basketball season. Krumwiede 
reflects on her growth during the 
season. 

“I think it helped me improve because 
the people we played against were better 
than middle school” Krumwiede said.

Krumwiede’s season was filled with 
improvement physically and mentally. 

“If I did start performing bad, then 
I would just focus on trying to score 
so I could get back into the game.” 
Krumwiede said.

Though the season was tough, 
Krumwiede highlighted never losing to 
Saint Cecelia as their biggest triumph. 

All four athletes practiced different 
methods of dealing with performance 
anxiety, and all effectively worked in 
holding their ground on the varsity 
team.

Eighth-grade athletes excel on varsity teams

ON THE DEFENSE: ON THE DEFENSE: Eighth-grader Quinn Erim plays on the high school varsity soccer team during the 2020 season. Eighth-grader Quinn Erim plays on the high school varsity soccer team during the 2020 season. Photo Photo 
courtesy of Mike Strasinger.courtesy of Mike Strasinger.

Just have a memory like a goldfish. Just have a memory like a goldfish. 
When you make a mistake, think ‘I  When you make a mistake, think ‘I  
made the mistake, but here’s the  made the mistake, but here’s the  
  next play.’   next play.’  

- Eighth-grader, Jamie Denton 

Football arrives for annual powderpuff matchup

DOWN SET HIKE: DOWN SET HIKE: Senior Emma Dube sets herself up for the catch during Harpeth Hall’s powderpuff team Senior Emma Dube sets herself up for the catch during Harpeth Hall’s powderpuff team 
practice on May 8. The game is scheduled to take place on Saturday, May 22. practice on May 8. The game is scheduled to take place on Saturday, May 22. Photo courtesy of Georgia Elder.Photo courtesy of Georgia Elder.
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One Last Rodeo!One Last Rodeo!
seniors most likely to...seniors most likely to...

Mariam Al-RawiMariam Al-Rawi:: create a street-wear fashion line create a street-wear fashion line
Isabelle ArnoldIsabelle Arnold:: start and finish a project at 3 a.m. start and finish a project at 3 a.m.
MC AylwardMC Aylward:: fall asleep at a party fall asleep at a party
Angie BairdAngie Baird:: build a robot at 2 a.m. build a robot at 2 a.m.
Alli BakerAlli Baker:: get their art stolen get their art stolen
Olivia BarlowOlivia Barlow:: plan to get sun poisoning every year plan to get sun poisoning every year
Neva BassNeva Bass:: work on Wall Street fresh out of college work on Wall Street fresh out of college
Frances BradfordFrances Bradford:: hack into the system and write her  hack into the system and write her 
own senior superlativeown senior superlative
Janet BriggsJanet Briggs:: become a host of a Snapchat mini-series become a host of a Snapchat mini-series
Zoe BurnettZoe Burnett:: move to New Orleans forever move to New Orleans forever
Devon CampbellDevon Campbell:: have the most adorable, squeezable,  have the most adorable, squeezable, 
blood-splattered faceblood-splattered face
Hannah Britt CampbellHannah Britt Campbell:: marry JJ from Outer Banks marry JJ from Outer Banks
Kenna CarterKenna Carter:: scream at the sight of a flying insect scream at the sight of a flying insect
Sabrina ChandraSabrina Chandra:: sleep through the apocalypse sleep through the apocalypse
Eva ChristopherEva Christopher:: be a midwife in a period drama                                                      be a midwife in a period drama                                                     
Clare ColemanClare Coleman:: have her own reality TV show have her own reality TV show
Mary CollinsMary Collins:: spend a fortune on Jordans spend a fortune on Jordans
Sarah CookSarah Cook: : get Kombucha Krunk™get Kombucha Krunk™
McKenzie CooperMcKenzie Cooper:: OD on Advil OD on Advil
Maddy CortsMaddy Corts:: marry a Terracotta warrior marry a Terracotta warrior
Quinlan CyrQuinlan Cyr:: be a Canadian spy  be a Canadian spy 
Isabella DavéIsabella Davé:: show up to HH soccer tryouts for next  show up to HH soccer tryouts for next 
yearyear
Margo DobbsMargo Dobbs:: convince herself she has an obscure  convince herself she has an obscure 
medical condition only to develop anothermedical condition only to develop another
Martha DowneyMartha Downey:: have her next four years of college  have her next four years of college 
planned by the hourplanned by the hour
Emma DubeEmma Dube:: cover you in stickers cover you in stickers
Mallory EglyMallory Egly:: be GPS-tracking Taylor Swift be GPS-tracking Taylor Swift
Georgia ElderGeorgia Elder:: be late to her own wedding be late to her own wedding
Lila ElrodLila Elrod:: create her own religious cult create her own religious cult
Nev FenelonNev Fenelon:: cry at any random moment cry at any random moment
Lily FordLily Ford: : hiss at you in the hallwayhiss at you in the hallway
Kalla FreemanKalla Freeman:: start her children’s names with the  start her children’s names with the 
same lettersame letter
Kayla GardnerKayla Gardner:: beat Mr. Womack in bowling beat Mr. Womack in bowling
Macy GilmourMacy Gilmour:: go into an existential crisis go into an existential crisis
Anna Parker GriffithAnna Parker Griffith:: have a secret identity have a secret identity
Bailey GrissomBailey Grissom:: take her infant to Coachella take her infant to Coachella
Megan HannonMegan Hannon:: assassinate her husband in honor of  assassinate her husband in honor of 
Catherine the GreatCatherine the Great
Tessa HawsTessa Haws:: create the next viral video game create the next viral video game
Ellen HederaEllen Hedera:: meet Harry Styles and faint meet Harry Styles and faint
Maggie HederaMaggie Hedera:: attend the Met Gala attend the Met Gala
Lela HooperLela Hooper:: become president become president
Belle HuangBelle Huang:: not  have a school-appropriate  not  have a school-appropriate 
superlativesuperlative
Falcon HudsonFalcon Hudson:: hoard dishes in the Upper School  hoard dishes in the Upper School 
Elise IkejianiElise Ikejiani:: make you a poster   make you a poster  
Taylor KappelmanTaylor Kappelman:: get 8,760 service hours in one  get 8,760 service hours in one 
yearyear
Tina KarimaghaieTina Karimaghaie:: not get the joke not get the joke
Kathleen KerrKathleen Kerr:: burn political yard signs burn political yard signs
Hannah KingHannah King:: become a Kacey Musgraves groupie become a Kacey Musgraves groupie
Edith KipronoEdith Kiprono:: have a different job by the end of the  have a different job by the end of the 
weekweek
Cate KohlCate Kohl:: win a dance battle with a stranger win a dance battle with a stranger

Jojo LampkaJojo Lampka:: run a money laundering scheme run a money laundering scheme
Grace LeeGrace Lee:: get caught (again) get caught (again)
Ellie LeschenEllie Leschen:: get trampolines banned in the US get trampolines banned in the US
Grace MacLachlanGrace MacLachlan:: make fire, eat leaf make fire, eat leaf
Lily MajorsLily Majors:: get hit by a door and apologize to it get hit by a door and apologize to it
Ava MalnatiAva Malnati:: star on Real Housewives star on Real Housewives
Tori McDermottTori McDermott:: spontaneously run a marathon spontaneously run a marathon
Madeline McGrewMadeline McGrew:: attempt to make a famous vlog of  attempt to make a famous vlog of 
her kidsher kids
Claire MendesClaire Mendes:: cut her hair in a crisis cut her hair in a crisis
Abby MertzAbby Mertz:: trip and fall trip and fall
Zoe MilesZoe Miles:: live stream another psychotic episode live stream another psychotic episode
Kate MillerKate Miller:: talk to a brick wall talk to a brick wall
Emory MooreEmory Moore:: run an orphan-based organ farm run an orphan-based organ farm
Liliana MorrisonLiliana Morrison:: kidnap Ian Somerhalder kidnap Ian Somerhalder
Abby MoschelAbby Moschel:: Photoshop herself into the Croker family  Photoshop herself into the Croker family 
Fiona MuldowneyFiona Muldowney:: single-handedly save a small town  single-handedly save a small town 
spray tan businessspray tan business
Clara MurffClara Murff:: be wide awake by 6 a.m. be wide awake by 6 a.m.
Olivia PickensOlivia Pickens:: simp over an athlete simp over an athlete
Elise PresnellElise Presnell:: run someone over while bumpin’ in the  run someone over while bumpin’ in the 
senior lotsenior lot
Lily PrzybylinskiLily Przybylinski: : get away with murderget away with murder
Macy RichardsMacy Richards:: never speak to any of us after graduation never speak to any of us after graduation
Maia RoarkMaia Roark:: disappear on the Appalachian trail disappear on the Appalachian trail
Spencer RobbinsSpencer Robbins:: accidentally discover a cure for  accidentally discover a cure for 
cancercancer
Catherine RyanCatherine Ryan:: found her own sleep-away camp in  found her own sleep-away camp in 
Big SkyBig Sky
Eliana SchneiderEliana Schneider:: tell it to you straight tell it to you straight
Lily SilvesterLily Silvester:: cry during a Pitbull song cry during a Pitbull song
Coco SmithCoco Smith:: sleep through an entire school day sleep through an entire school day
Ava SohrAva Sohr:: break someone’s arm while hugging them break someone’s arm while hugging them
Weatherly SpenceWeatherly Spence:: become a Belle Meade mom become a Belle Meade mom
Annie StewartAnnie Stewart:: perform a public citizens arrest on  perform a public citizens arrest on 
someone who didn’t recyclesomeone who didn’t recycle
Nora SullivanNora Sullivan:: own 10 dogs at once own 10 dogs at once
Libby TarantinLibby Tarantin:: sacrifice her skin for a watch tan  sacrifice her skin for a watch tan 
Sloane ThorSloane Thor:: be a BLACKPINK backup dancer be a BLACKPINK backup dancer
Mary Beth TuneMary Beth Tune:: marry her high school sweetheart marry her high school sweetheart
Sydney VandewaterSydney Vandewater:: know everything about everyone  know everything about everyone 
and be one step ahead of you alwaysand be one step ahead of you always
Sinclair WalkerSinclair Walker:: win best costume at the age of 60 win best costume at the age of 60
Virginia WallVirginia Wall:: get married at 20 get married at 20
Gretchen WalshGretchen Walsh:: meet a major celebrity and not know  meet a major celebrity and not know 
who they arewho they are
Nora WangNora Wang:: become a benevolent dictator become a benevolent dictator
Ava Claire WilliamsAva Claire Williams:: get a tattoo and not remember it get a tattoo and not remember it
Claire WilsonClaire Wilson:: be taller than her husband be taller than her husband
Kate WilsonKate Wilson:: kill it in collage (and spell it wrong too) kill it in collage (and spell it wrong too)
Emily WoodEmily Wood:: beat Olivia Jade in a regatta  beat Olivia Jade in a regatta 
Simms WoodwardSimms Woodward:: take her dog to college take her dog to college
Sydney WynnSydney Wynn:: have her own version of “19 Kids and  have her own version of “19 Kids and 
Counting”Counting”
Cate YappenCate Yappen:: live on the 5.8 trail in Percy Warner live on the 5.8 trail in Percy Warner
Lynleigh YoungLynleigh Young:: earn her college degree in one year earn her college degree in one year
Mary Neely YoungMary Neely Young:: break a bone while sleeping break a bone while sleeping
Christina ZuaChristina Zua:: win the Bachelor win the Bachelor
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