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Seating charts and physical barriers aid in preventing spread of COVID-19
BY SARAH COOK
Editor-in-Chief

As of Oct. 3, the majority of students 
have returned to campus for full capacity, 
in-person classes. Since the beginning of the 
school year, there have been five students or 
faculty confirmed positive for COVID-19. As 
of Friday, Oct. 2, 46 students or faculty were in 
quarantine due to symptoms or exposure to a 
positive COVID-19 case. 

Due to the size of classrooms, many classes 
are unable to maintain six-feet of distance 
between students at full capacity. As the 
Center for Disease Control (CDC) defines 
exposure as fifteen minutes or more of contact 
at less than six-feet apart, more students will 
be told to quarantine if a student or teacher 
tests positive or exhibits symptoms now that 
all classes are in full capacity. 

If a student is exposed to someone who 
tests positive for COVID-19, Harpeth Hall 
will tell the student to quarantine for 14 
days and encourage them to get a rapid test 
done, but students in their class will not be 
contacted. 

 “At that point, you would be third-hand 
exposure: exposure to exposure, so I would 
not contact you to tell you someone had been 
exposed,” Upper School Director Armistead 
Lemon said. “If that student was confirmed 
positive COVID, your class would be alerted. 
We don’t alert exposure to exposure.” 

If a student’s exposure to COVID-19 over 
a weekend or break comes to the attention of 
the administration, that student will be told to 
quarantine. They would be sent to the nurse’s 
office where nurses administer detailed 
questions in order to determine if the student 
has in fact been exposed based on the CDC’s 
recently updated definition of exposure. The 
nurses usually ask when the person exhibited 
symptoms, when they got tested, and when 
the person exposed was around them. 

 “There’s a lot of factors that go into it that 
people don’t think about because there’s a very 
small window of exposure we’re looking at.” 
Harpeth Hall nurse Sarah Copeland said. 

However, if a student tests positive for 
COVID-19, their classmates will be contacted 
based on the seating charts in each of the 
student’s classes. If they are involved in 
extracurricular activities at school, the 
exposure would be evaluated based on 
discussions with whoever is in charge of 
that activity. Since switching to full capacity 
classes, most classrooms cannot maintain 
the six-feet of distance necessary to prevent 
quarantining students who sit near one 
another. 

“Our classroom size is what it is, so it’s 
challenging. If I can change anything, it would 
be to have bigger classrooms.” Ms. Lemon 
said. 

See FULL CLASSROOMS Page 2

Full classrooms necessitate contact tracing

Changes to Winterim offer new opportunities for students
BY ELIZABETH BROWN
Staff Writer

The widespread changes brought to the 
school year due to COVID-19 necessitate 
a modification to the Winterim program. 
For months, the Winterim office has been 
working diligently to provide both a safe 
and memorable experience. 

Thankfully, underclassmen will 
encounter little change as they remain on 
campus. Beloved classes and traditions like 
the Lip-Sync Contest will remain, along 
with incorporating professionals from 
Nashville organizations as teachers. 

Some changes, though, have been that 
various classes have been adjusted in order 
to accommodate both in-person and 
virtual learning. For example, heavily field 
trip-oriented classes like Dr. Wilsman’s 
homelessness class can no longer take 
place. Remote learners will be able to 
attend Winterim classes similarly to current 
distance learning procedures. 

Winterim for juniors and seniors will 
change more radically. While academic 
trips have been put on hold, upperclassmen 
will have the opportunity to pursue their 

interests a little closer to home. 
Academic travel and group internships 

will not be possible this year as well; 
however, the Winterim experience will still 
provide students with opportunities to grow 
and learn. 

The three options for juniors and seniors 

will be pursuing 
an independent 
study, independent 
internship (for 
which girls will 
have to rely on 
family connections 
to find), or being 
part of immersive 
exploration groups.

The students who 
choose to conduct an 
independent study 
will delve into a topic 
they are interested 
in and make a 
project surrounding 
what they have 
learned throughout 
Winterim. 

The newest part of 
Winterim’s upperclassmen opportunities is 
one that many are curious about: immersive 
exploration groups. 

Students that opt for this option will 
choose two areas of study that interest 
them, including Entrepreneurship, World 

Travels, Social Justice and Public Health.  
Once Winterim begins, upperclassmen 

will attend one class in the morning 
followed by another in the afternoon. 
Although traditional Winterim travel is not 
an option this year, students will instead 
embark on an in-depth exploration of 
Nashville. 

“The pandemic might make us jump 
through hoops we never knew existed, 
but it will never take away our amazing 
opportunities provided by Winterim.” 
Harpeth Hall Director of Winterim and 
International Programs Jacquie Watlington 
said. 

At the end of Winterim, girls who have 
participated in the immersive exploration 
groups will be able to choose between 
making a presentation or a project. 

“Even though the conditions are very 
different and they dictate that we are 
innovating and modifying in ways that we 
didn’t think that we would need to this time 
last year… or maybe even six months ago,” 
Mrs. Watlington said. 

“I have no doubt that Winterim will still 
be fantastic.” 

SOCIAL SPREAD: Red diamonds are COVID cases and blue circles are non-infected peoples to show that 
social circles may not be as restricted as believed Graphic by Devon Campbell, Editor-in-Chief

NEWSPAPER-CEPTION: Pictured left to right: Isabel Sachtleben, Jami Hamman, 
Sinclair Walker, and Mackenzie Higgins featured in the local Tamworth, Austrailia 
for Winterim work. Photo courtesy HH Winterim Instagram
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Belarusian president’s garners suspicion 
Protests erupt in Belarus after incumbent President wins allegedly corrupt election
BY MAIA ROARK
News Editor

When Belarusian officials 
announced on Aug. 9 that the 
incumbent president Alexander 
Lukashenko had garnered 80% of 
the vote in Belarus’s 2020 election, 
the country erupted into chaos. 
The following week, over 200,000 
protestors congregated in the streets 
to denounce the election’s results. 

“It’s always important to look 
at these pivotal moments where 
countries are in the throes of 
potentially transforming their 
political system or alternatively in 
the throes of some kind of process 
that’s going to retrench or repress it’s 
system, possibly indefinitely.” Upper 
School social sciences teacher Dr. 
Adrianne Jacobs said. 

President Lukashenko has won 
every single presidential election 
in the past 26 years—since Belarus 
separated from Russia in 1991. 
Over the years, Lukashenko has 
been criticized as authoritarian, 
erratic and 
unreliable 
but has 
never faced 
a significant 
challenger 
until this past 
election. 

Initially, 
Lukashenko’s 
main 
rival was 
predicted 
to be opposition activist, Sergei 
Tikhanovskaya. However, two 
days after he announced his 
candidacy, Tikhanovskaya was 
jailed for unauthorized protesting, 
which police claimed occurred 
a year earlier. In his absence, 
Tikhanovskaya’s wife Svetlana, a 
former English teacher, opted to run 
for president.

Polling results claim that 
Tikhanovskaya only received 10% of 
the vote in August, but other sources 

indicated that the results are invalid. 
Multiple Belarusian poll workers 
have come forward to describe 
how they were fired after voicing 
concerns about unlawful election 
protocols. 

In multiple instances, poll officials 
have described being asked to sign 
a document affirming Lukashenko’s 
victory even when the votes were 
only partially counted. Poll worker 
Valeria Artikhovskaya recounted 
seeing colleagues stack ballots in 
a pile for Lukashenko even though 
they had the names of other 
candidates.   

“I wouldn’t sign the protocol 
because it’s a crime, it’s fraud,” said 
Artikhovskaya. “[I said,] ‘Allow me 
to recount these ballots,’ and they 
refused. I didn’t sign the protocol 
and left the precinct.” 

Additionally, the only major 
global powers to endorse the 
election’s results have been 
Russia and China. In response 
to the Sunday protests occurring 

weekly since 
the election, 
Russian 

President 
Vladimir Putin 
has provided 
$1.5 billion in 
security aid 
and promised 
a “reserve force” 
should the protests 
escalate. 

Riot police have 
struggled to disseminate peaceful 
protestors and have arrested over 
10,000 people in attempts to quell 
civil unrest. Arrested citizens are 
often transported in unmarked, 
unlicensed vans. Since Aug. 9, the 
United Nations (U.N.) has received 
450 reports of torture of Belarusian 
protestors, and U.N. human rights 
advocates are calling for Belarus 
to “do everything in its power to 
prevent, investigate, and punish any 
form of abuse.” 

“Between the pandemic, between 
the violent response to the initial 
protests which were peaceful you’re 
just seeing much more broad-based 
mobilization against [Lukashenko] 
than has ever existed.” Dr. Jacobs 
said. 

Belarusian officials further 
discourage protestors from 

converging by limiting 
communication on social media 
and sporadically activating and 
deactivating the internet during 
protests. Additionally, Lukashenko 
has revoked the accreditations of 17 
foreign media journalists and Putin 
has offered a plethora of Russian 
replacements to fill the positions of 
those who left to join the protests. 

Nonetheless, despite government 
limitations, Belarusians continue to 
march. 

“For the first time, I can say that I 
am proud to live in Belarus,” Aleksei 
Chumakin, a 24-year-old protestor, 
said. 

On Sept. 23, Lukashenko forwent 
traditional election celebration and 
opted to hold his inauguration in 
secret, only inviting 700 guests. 

“This is the day of our victory, 
a convincing and fateful one,” 
Lukashenko said in his acceptance 
speech. “We defended our values, our 
peaceful life, our sovereignty, and 

independence.” 
In contrast, former Belarusian 

ambassador to the U.S. Pavel 
Lutushko has voiced his concern for 
the event. 

“To be honest, it look[ed] more 
like a thieves’ meeting for the 
coronation of another thief in law,” 
Lutushko said. 

 As protests continue, no one 
is quite sure what will happen next. 
“I’m curious to see where this is 
going to go.” Dr. Jacobs said. 

While Belarusians may never 
know the true results of their 2020 
election, they continue to advocate 
for change. 

COUP IN BELRUS: COUP IN BELRUS: Large numbers of deployed security forces and armed units prepare to deter peaceful Large numbers of deployed security forces and armed units prepare to deter peaceful 
protesters on Sunday, Sept. 27, 2020. protesters on Sunday, Sept. 27, 2020. Photo Courtesy of  EPA, via Shutterstock.Photo Courtesy of  EPA, via Shutterstock.

Full classrooms necessitate contact tracing
(Continued from Page 1)

The student who tests positive will 
also be told to fill out a contact tracing 
form, administered by the nurse’s 
office, which asks who the student has 
come into contact with during breaks, 
weekends, lunch and extracurriculars 
not affiliated with Harpeth Hall in the 
past 48 hours. If a student is in middle 
school, the parents are relied on more 
heavily to help fill out these forms, 
but the form is filled out by both the 
student and their parents if they are in 
Upper School.

“We kind of prompt them to think 
more about: Ok, were you talking to 
someone in the hallway for more than 
15 minutes? Think about your everyday 
life, go through a typical day and 
think about every single detail.” Ms. 
Copeland said. 

If a teacher tests positive, students 
will be contacted based on the 
situation. “Would all students 
quarantine? Maybe not.” Ms. Lemon 

said, “It just depends on the teacher’s 
style of teaching and whether they were 
within six feet for fifteen minutes? We 
are not carte blanche quarantining an 
entire class.” 

If a student presents symptoms while 
at school, the student would be sent to 
the nurse’s office, and will most likely 
be sent home. “If somebody is showing 
symptoms, 
we make 
very few 
exceptions 
to not 
sending 
them home, 
unless they 
have past 
medical 
conditions or a reason this would be 
happening.” Ms. Copeland said. If 
the student has two or more low risk 
symptoms, one high risk symptom 
or a combination of both, they need 
to either be seen by a doctor or get 
tested for COVID and can return once 

their symptoms improve for at least 24 
hours. 

Although the first two cases at 
Harpeth Hall were not on campus 
within 48 hours of their positive test 
results or symptoms, a recent case in 
the middle school has forced a large 
group of 8th graders into quarantine. 
Additionally, positive cases at Saint 

Cecilia have led 
to many Harpeth 
Hall students 
in the Upper 
School, including 
the entire 
cheerleading 
team, into 
quarantine. 

Because of 
the contact during sports and other 
extracurriculars, Harpeth Hall has 
remained in contact with other schools 
in Nashville. 

“I am in constant contact with 
MBA. Constant. It’s been great. We are 
helping each other as much as we can.” 

Ms. Lemon said. 
If there are more positive cases or 

exposure outside of school, entire 
grades could potentially switch to 
remote learning. The administration is 
still asking the question of how many 
students will be remote before the 
entire school goes remote. 

“We could quarantine a grade or 
have a grade go remote, we could have 
two grades go remote, I’m considering 
three grades go remote as a possibility. 
Having people on campus has been our 
goal and we want to maintain that.” Ms. 
Lemon said. 

Most students have been in full 
capacity classes for the past two weeks, 
but an increasing number of students 
have moved to remote learning due to 
safety concerns. Although protocols are 
subject to change based on the number 
of cases, classes are planned to be 
in-person at full capacity indefinitely, 
while keeping the same health 
protocols and mask requirements with 
which the school year began. 

“I am in constant contact with MBA. “I am in constant contact with MBA. 
Constant... We are helping each Constant... We are helping each 
other as much as we can.”other as much as we can.”

Director of Upper School, 
Armistead Lemon

“Between  the pandemic, “Between  the pandemic, 
between the violent response to between the violent response to 
the initial protests which were the initial protests which were 
peaceful, you’re just seeing much peaceful, you’re just seeing much 
more broad-based mobilization more broad-based mobilization 
against [Lukashenko] than has against [Lukashenko] than has 
ever existed.”ever existed.”

Dr. Adrianne Jacobs
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Mail-in voting provokes fears amid pandemic 

BY OLIVIA MAJORS
News Editor 

With the 2020 general election less 
than a month away, all eyes are on 
current President Donald Trump and 
former Vice President Joe Biden.

 President Trump’s recent comments 
on the integrity of the election are fresh 
on the nation’s mind, and some are 
questioning whether or not a peaceful 
transition of power will take place if 
Biden wins. “This is going to be fraud like 
you’ve never heard,” Trump said on Sep. 
29 during the first presidential debate. 

That same day, the House of 
Representatives adopted a resolution 
to affirm the chamber’s support for 
a peaceful transfer of power. This 
bipartisan resolution followed a virtually 
identical measure taken in the Senate a 
week prior and passed with a 397-5 vote.

Come the election on Nov. 3, voters 
have much to consider. Trump and 
Biden’s views and proposed policies on 
healthcare, immigration, the economy 
and climate change starkly contrast each 
other. 

In his presidency, Trump has exercised 
his executive power to undermine 
the Affordable Care Act of 2010 and 
oppose a public medical care option. 
On Sep. 24, Trump signed an executive 
order that claims to protect Americans 
with pre-existing medical conditions. 
It also outlines a potential plan to end 
surprise billing, lower drug cost and 
invest in critical areas of healthcare. 
Biden’s proposed healthcare plan would 
work to expand the ACA, introducing a 
public insurance option that serves as an 
alternative for those who cannot afford 
private insurance. 

Trump’s presidency has long been 
associated with the phrase “build the 

wall,” referring to the efforts to build a 
wall along the US and Mexico border. The 
Trump Administration has completed 
265 miles of the border barrier, with 
plans to continue the construction if he 
gets re-elected. In August, Biden said he 
would not tear down the pre-existing 
wall, but would cease construction on it. 
“Immigrants help grow our economy and 
create jobs,” Biden said in a tweet in June, 
advocating for a decrease of deportations. 
On Oct. 1, the Trump Administration 
said it would cut the number of 
immigrants permitted to resettle in the 
US to a record low of 15,000 people in the 
2021 fiscal year. 

In 2017, Trump introduced historical 
tax cuts. He has defended this legislation, 
saying that cutting payroll taxes would 

boost the paychecks of most working 
Americans. If elected, Biden would 
reverse some of Trump’s tax cuts after 
criticizing them as giving too many 
benefits to corporations and the wealthy. 
Biden also supports raising the federal 
minimum wage from $7.25 per hour to 
$15, a policy that Trump opposes.

The candidates also have drastically 
different views on climate change; 
both the cause and the severity of the 
isse. Early in his first term, President 
Trump pulled the US out of the 2016 
Paris Climate Accord, an agreement 
within the United Nations to control 
global warming. Trump’s Environmental 
Protection Agency chief has said that 
although Trump believes in climate 
change, it is not a top priority. 

Conversely, Biden has released a $2 
trillion plan to cut fossil fuel emissions 
and switch to cleaner energy sources. He 
has also, however, distanced himself from 
the Green New Deal, a congressional 
resolution that is working towards 100% 
renewable energy in 10 years.

This election season has been like 
no other before. As the candidates’ 
campaigns adjust to COVID-19 
restrictions, rallies have been modified 
and travel has been limited. On Oct.1, 
it was announced that President Trump 
and First Lady Melania Trump had both 
tested positive for COVID-19. The next 
day, Trump was transported to Walter 
Reed National Military Medical Center 
as a precautionary measure. Although 
they shared the debate stage just two days 
prior, Biden tested negative for the virus. 

At Harpeth Hall, students are working 
hard to stay informed during a  hectic 
election season. “I’m doing my best 
to read sources from both sides that 
feature different viewpoints, both 
Democratic and Republican,” sophomore 
Mary Meacham said. “I’m also staying 
politically active by watching as many 
news stories as I can.” As Nov. 3rd 
approaches rapidly, politics are being 
discussed more frequently at school. “I 
think talking to your peers is good when 
you’re having respectful conversations 
that inform you of what is going on,” 
senior Lela Hooper said.

The NBC News national polling 
average had Biden up 8.7 points over 
Trump as of Oct. 2nd. This figure was 
calculated based off of an average of 
the ten most recent, reliable polls. It is 
important to note that polls are not a 
guaranteed indicator of election results: 
in 2016, most polls predicted Hillary 
Clinton triumphant over Trump. 

POLITICAL UPDATE: POLITICAL UPDATE: President Donald Trump participates in the first presidential debate with Democratic President Donald Trump participates in the first presidential debate with Democratic 
presidential nominee Joe Biden in Cleveland, Ohio on Sept. 29. presidential nominee Joe Biden in Cleveland, Ohio on Sept. 29. Photo courtesy of Brian Snyder.Photo courtesy of Brian Snyder.

Election heats up as clock winds down

BY LILY PRZYBYLINSKI
News Editor 

Amidst the chaos of the pandemic, 
the United States presidential election 
is ramping up, with the presidential 
debates having their debut on Sept. 
29. However, in these uncertain times, 
what will voting look like for those who 
may not have the ability to make it to 
the polls, or do not feel safe making the 
trip?

The answer for many is mail-in 
voting, an option that has been present 
in past elections but has gained a new 
importance for the 2020 election. The 
United States Postal Service (USPS) 
assures voters that mail-in voting is a 
safe and effective way to cast their vote.

“The American public can rely on the 
United States Postal Service to fulfill our 
role in the electoral process,” the USPS 
website says. “We have a robust and 
tested process for proper handling and 
timely delivery of Election Mail. Due to 
COVID-19, there’s been an increase in 
the number of jurisdictions expanding 
or initiating mail-in voting options.” 

USPS also recommends that voters 
review the policies put into place in 
their state to ensure that their vote is 
counted.

While this process outwardly 
appears simple, some are concerned 
that this shift in voting procedure 
could be manipulated for political 
gain. Conservative officials, including 

President Trump, have voiced concerns 
that mail ballots leave the presidential 
election susceptible to voter fraud, 
therefore endangering the legitimacy of 
the election results. 

While wide-scale voter fraud would 
pose a threat to the election, many 
government officials have been adamant 
in reassuring the public of the security 
of the situation, one such person being 
FBI Director Christopher Wray.  

“We have not seen, historically, any 
kind of coordinated national voter fraud 
effort in a major election whether it’s 
by mail or otherwise,” Wray said in a 
Senate committee hearing on Sept. 24. 

He went on to say that while they 
did not anticipate any large-scale 
interference, the FBI would continue 

monitoring the situation and would 
take any attempts to undermine the 
election very seriously.

Conversely, Democratic legislators 
have argued that the Postal Service is 
creating obstacles in the voting process. 
These accusations, along with others, 
have led states like New Jersey, New 
York, and Colorado to file lawsuits 
against the Postal Service. 

Some have claimed that recent 
administrative changes have led to 
lengthened delivery times, which 
many believe are aimed at purposely 
rendering mail ballots invalid. The 
USPS has also been accused by other 
Democratic legislators of spreading 
false information on how to acquire 
mail-in ballots and how to cast votes. 

What does all of this mean for those 
debating the usage of mail-in ballots? 
While many states allow for anyone to 
cast a ballot through the mail, some 
states, including Tennessee, have 
specific requirements of those seeking a 
mail-in ballot. Some states also require 
that individuals request a ballot and that 
they mail in their ballot before a certain 
date for it to be counted. 

Tennessee specifically only allows 
those who are physically unable to vote 
in person due to an illness or those 
who have underlying health conditions 
that make them more susceptible to 
COVID-19 request mail-in ballots. 
Other exceptions are made such as 
for those 60 years of age or older, but 
exceptions due to the pandemic are 
limited. 

“I think [mail-in voting] is a good 
idea in theory, but because of the way 
the president has talked about it and the 
way there are so many stories of people’s 
ballots being messed up, I think it has 
a dishonest feel to it,” senior Kathleen 
Kerr said. 

It is left to be seen if these concerns 
are valid, but all in all, while this change 
in voting has become a highly debated 
issue, voters will be responsible this 
year for taking time to conduct proper 
research ahead of time to be prepared 
for their election process and to decide 
what methods of voting work best for 
them.

YOU’VE GOT MAIL: YOU’VE GOT MAIL: Vote-by-mail will be more widely used in the 2020 presidntial election. Vote-by-mail will be more widely used in the 2020 presidntial election. Photo courtesy of Photo courtesy of 
The Tennesseean.The Tennesseean.



Page 4Page 4                                                  FEATURESFEATURES                                    October 2020October 2020

Clubs adapt to social-distancing guidelines
BY SARAH HINDS
Staff Writer

Twenty-nine clubs reflect the 
interests and passions of 459. Due 
to COVID-19, clubs were forced to 
make adjustments to adhere to social-
distancing guidelines. Three popular 
clubs that have had to undergo major 
changes are ACTNow, the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes and Mock Trial. 

ACTNow, because it is a very 
hands-on club, has had and is still 
having to make tough decisions 
on which events they would still 
participate in or make changes to.

The club will continue to paint 
murals with the Martha O’Brien 
Center. It will also continue its work 
in Matthew 25, a facility providing 
housing, help and hope to men in 
need. To accommodate to COVID, 
students will bring food and notes to 
Matthew 25 instead of meeting the 
men in person.

Although the most popular project, 
the Sock Hop fundraiser for the 
Nashville Food Project, may not 
be possible this year, many other 
opportunities have taken its place. 
For instance, pen pal partnerships 
will replace the carnival for Preston 
Taylor Ministries, an organization 

that provides hope for children living 
in at-risk communities.

Additionally, a new partnership 
was solidified between ACTNow and 
Conexións Américas, an institution 
for children of Hispanic immigrants 
in rural Tennessee. 

“Our main goal is service, so it 
doesn’t matter how we are doing it….
The people who we’re trying to serve 
have it worse than we do,” senior and 
co-president of ACTNow Georgia 
Elder said.

The Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes (FCA) is currently meeting 
via Zoom. The club is still looking for 
a space that can accommodate both 
the Harpeth Hall and MBA students 
safely. 

The FCA officers have been trying 
to come up with fun activities that 
lack contact when they are all back 
together. They do not know if they 
will be allowed to sing, but they 
continue to try to find people in the 
community such as youth pastors and 

coaches to speak at meetings. 
“I think having the constant 

hope of being back in-person is the 
main thing that we’re focusing on,” 
senior and president of FCA Martha 
Downey said.

Mock Trial, starting in November, 
is busy looking for new spaces to 
meet in. Practices will either be at 
Harpeth Hall or online, depending 
on whether or not the coaches can 
come. If they are in person, the club’s 
members will be completely separated 
and possibly be split into smaller 
groups. 

“We just have to figure out how we 
can get everyone together in the best 
way,” senior and president of Mock 
Trial Libby Tarantin said.

The competitions, for now, are 
still following the same guidelines 
as before including the materials, 
characters, and rules. There is a 
chance, however, that the district and 
state competitions will go virtual. 

Tarantin continues to send 
information regularly, and is trying to 
come up with an efficient system for 
tryouts.

“All of the clubs are doing the best 
they can to improvise and that’s really 
all we can do right now,” Elder said.

PLANNING AND ORGANIZING: PLANNING AND ORGANIZING: ACTNow President Catherine Ryan and Vice President Hannah King plan ACTNow President Catherine Ryan and Vice President Hannah King plan 
for their meeting in the Spirit Bear Tent on Wednesday, Sept. 30. Clubs adapted to the new schedule while for their meeting in the Spirit Bear Tent on Wednesday, Sept. 30. Clubs adapted to the new schedule while 
adjusting to COVID-19 guidelines. adjusting to COVID-19 guidelines. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor.Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor.

BY PRIYANKA CHIGULURI  & JOSEY 
BEAVERS
Features Editor and Staff Writer 

Though many Harpeth Hall students 
are Tennessee-based, some have joined 
the community from other countries. 
Three students who have made such a 
move are Chekayli Meyer, Olivia Majors 
and Sydney Mattoon. 

Sophomore Chekayli Meyer moved 
to America from South Africa, 
Johannesburg  in August 2018. 
“South Africans are very friendly and 
hospitable,” Meyer said. 

When she first moved, Meyer noticed 
many parallels between the United 
States and Johannesburg. For example, 
many households in both American 
and South African value family 
interconnectedness. Both countries 
also have an affinity for sporting events, 
with rugby being the most popular 
South African sport. Spending time in 
nature is another popular activity in 
both South Africa and the United States. 

“They enjoy outdoor activities and braai 
(barbeques).” Meyer said. 

Opposingly, the countries also have 
various differences that Meyer realized 
after living in the United States for 
some time. She noticed that South 
African words share the same meanings 
as American ones but have different 
spellings. For example, a traffic light is 
the equivalent of the word robot, and a 
calendar is known as a diary. 

Unlike America, South Africa has a 
diverse wildlife. “South Africa prides 
itself with the Big Five: the lion, the 
rhinoceros, the elephant, the leopard 
and the buffalo,” Meyer said. 

Meyer was also intrigued by the 
differences between the American 
and South African school season. In 
South Africa, the school season and 
holidays differ due to the country’s 
location in the Southern 
Hemisphere. Celebrations that 
many American-born people 
associate with winter, such as 
Christmas, are instead observed 
during the summer months. The 
South African school season 
occurs from January to December 
whereas in the United States 
the school season happens from 
August to May. 

Although Meyer misses South 
Africa, she is learning to adjust 
to her life at Harpeth Hall. 
“Everyone has been very kind, 
and supportive,” Meyer said. 
“I felt a feeling of belonging at 
school.” 

 Similar to Meyer, sophomore 
Olivia Majors lived in Bermuda for the 
first nine years of her life before moving 
to Nashville with her family. Living in 
two different environments, Majors 
learned that there are many differences 
between Bermuda and Tennessee. 

When she first moved to America, the 
transportation system was new to her. 

In the United States, families can own 
multiple cars while in Bermuda each 
family can own one car to minimize 
pollution.

 “I had to ride a taxi to school 
everyday, or an electric scooter. That’s 
what my dad drove to work,” Majors 
said. 

Along with the transportation 
differences, Bermuda does not have 
billboards or fast food restaurants. 
Because of its small population, 
Bermuda’s academic rigor is not as 
intense as in the United States. America 
has more options for colleges, which is 
one of the reasons that the Majors family 
moved to Tennessee. 

Additionally, Bermuda and Tennessee 
have contrasting environments and 
sceneries. Bermuda is an island while 
Tennessee is surrounded by land. “The 

presence of a beach 
is a big difference 
from land-locked 
Tennessee.” Majors 
said. 

Unlike Meyer and 
Majors, sophomore 
Sydney Mattoon 
lived in the United 
States before 
moving to another 
country. Because 
of her mom’s job 
as an accountant, 
she and her family 

have lived and visited 
various places in 
both the United 
States and Europe. 

Mattoon was born in White Plains, 
New York and lived there until she 
moved to North Carolina when she 
was two years old. By the time she was 
ten, Mattoon was moving to a German 
district of Switzerland. During the three 
years she lived there, she had to adapt 
to the language gap between her and 

the people around her, and she quickly 
learned German at her school. 

 While living in Switzerland, Mattoon 
visited different places in Europe. She 
went to various dance intensives and 
also vacationed with her family. “I’ve 
been to a ballet intensive in France. I 
did another in Russia and another in 
England,” Mattoon said. “I also visited 

Italy and the Swiss Alps very briefly.”  
Mattoon moved back to New York 

when she was thirteen years old, and her 
family finally moved to Nashville when 
she was fifteen. Out of the places that she 
has lived, Switzerland is her favorite. 

“The pace of life (in Switzerland) is 
so different than in America,” Mattoon 
said. She also enjoyed living in New York 
because of the school she attended, but 
she currently loves living in Nashville. 
“(Nashville) just feels like home,” 
Mattoon said.

Chekayli Meyer, Olivia Majors, and 
Sydney Mattoon each lived in different 
countries and states before settling in 
Nashville. 

Although they have lived in various 
places around the world, the three 
sophomores share the experience of 
moving and adapting to new cultures.  

Honeybears come from around the world 

BOATING IN BERMUDA: BOATING IN BERMUDA: Seven-Seven-
year -old Olivia Majors poses on a year -old Olivia Majors poses on a 
boat in the Atlantic Ocean. Majors boat in the Atlantic Ocean. Majors 
moved to Nashville with her family moved to Nashville with her family 
in 2013. in 2013. Photo courtesy of Olivia Majors, Photo courtesy of Olivia Majors, 
News Editor.  News Editor.  

DANCING AROUND THE WORLD: DANCING AROUND THE WORLD: Sydney Sydney 
Mattoon smiles with her dogs in Merishausen, Mattoon smiles with her dogs in Merishausen, 
Switzerland in the fall of 2016. Matton has Switzerland in the fall of 2016. Matton has 
danced in every place she’s lived and moved to danced in every place she’s lived and moved to 
Nashville when she was 15. Nashville when she was 15. Photo courtesy of Sydney Photo courtesy of Sydney 
Mattoon.  Mattoon.  

SMILES IN SOUTH AFRICA: SMILES IN SOUTH AFRICA: Chekayli Chekayli 
Meyer enoys a meal in South Africa in Meyer enoys a meal in South Africa in 
2018. The Meyer family moved to America 2018. The Meyer family moved to America 
in 2018 and Nashville in 2019. in 2018 and Nashville in 2019. Photo courtesy Photo courtesy 
of Chekayli Meyer.of Chekayli Meyer.
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Public Purpose initiates mask-making on campus
BY CHARLOTTE HAGOOD
Staff Writer 

Amongst a world-wide pandemic, 
service at the Harpeth Hall campus has 
not been paused. Integrating the current 
needs of society, Public Purpose’s mask-
making initiative has been working to aid 
struggling Nashville organizations. 

Nashville’s mask mandate requires 
everyone to wear a face covering when 
entering public buildings. Without a 
mask, one is not allowed inside buildings 
to obtain basic resources such as food, 
clothes and education. In addition, a mask, 
in general, is necessary to avoid passing 
and contracting the virus.

Many people, however, are unable to 
acquire masks. In response, Harpeth 
Hall’s Public Purpose Board has found a 
solution: mask-making on campus. 

“One of the things we’re learning from a 
public health standpoint is that masks are 
simultaneously one of the most effective 
tools in stopping the spread of COVID-19 
and one of the most accessible and cost-
effective,” Public Purpose coordinator 
Jessie Adams said. “We’re coming together 
to create something that has a measurable 
impact on somebody else’s life off-
campus.”

Harpeth Hall students have been 
spending their free time cutting, ironing, 
and sewing valuable masks for the 

Nashville community. 
Students meet to make 
masks once or twice per 
seven-day rotation during 
Community Time. 

From freshmen 
to seniors, sewers to 
event-coordinators, the 
mask-making initiative 
combines service with a 
collaborative and eventful 
bonding experience. 

“It brings together 
people who have, maybe, 
an interest in public 
health, an interest in 
social justice issues, an 
interest in crafting,” Dr. 
Adams said. 

In the beginning, the 
Public Purpose Board 
did not know how they 
would be able to sew so 
many masks. However, 
after a school-wide 
survey was sent out, the 
service board quickly 
realized the large amount 
of able sewers eager to 
help. 

“That was exciting to 
see that we had a network 
of people that were willing 

to sew masks,” senior and Public Purpose 
president Clara Murff said. 

The mask-making process consists of 
cutting felt templates and pinning two 
seven inch elastics on the edges. Next, the 
templates are distributed to various sewers 
around the campus and community, 
including alumni, teachers, and students. 
After they are sewn, the masks are 
returned back to Public Purpose, and they 
are distributed to various organizations 
across the state. 

The mask-making initiative 
incorporates multiple sizes for both adult 
and kids masks, cutting either 9x6inch 
or 7.5x5inch felt templates. “With the 
anticipation of Metro Nashville school’s 
reopening, we thought that it would be 
best to have a bunch of child masks that 
we could donate to the students there,” 
Murff said.

The handmade masks will be distributed 
to an assortment of organizations, such as 
the YWCA’s Weaver Center for Domestic 
Violence, an organization that provides 
shelter for women who are leaving unsafe 
situations. 

Even with COVID-19 looming over 
the globe, Harpeth Hall has still found a 
way to help others. This new project will 
provide relief and support to hundreds of 
people that otherwise may not have been 
able to have a mask. 

PINNING AND SEWING: PINNING AND SEWING: (From left to right) Students Cate Yappen, Riley (From left to right) Students Cate Yappen, Riley 
Kate Higgins, Caroline Seehorn, and Hannah King pin fabrics together Kate Higgins, Caroline Seehorn, and Hannah King pin fabrics together 
during Community Time on Thursday, Sept. 24. The girls started making during Community Time on Thursday, Sept. 24. The girls started making 
masks to donate to people in need of more masks. masks to donate to people in need of more masks. Photo by Mia Corts, Photo by Mia Corts, 
Photography Editor.Photography Editor.

Quirky sophomore cars pull up to the gravel lot
BY LENA QIAN
Features Editor

As freshmen become sophomores, one 
of the greatest things to look forward to 
is graduating from a permit to a license. 
This promotion brings many new 
and exciting experiences, as some are 
fortunate enough to receive their very 
own car. This year’s sophomore class 
has rolled up to the gravel lot with some 
pretty unique vehicles.

Sophomore Isabella Baldwin drives 
a black 1987 Chevrolet Stepside, an 
automobile that is no longer being 
manufactured. As a special birthday 
treat, Baldwin and her family traveled to 
Tampa, Florida to purchase this truck. 

This gigantic Chevy, standing 16 feet 
tall, can hold three passengers. The 
height of the wheels alone is a whopping 
35 inches, more than half the size of the 
average student. 

“I’m a lot more of a careful driver 
because I have to be watching out for 
essentially everything … not being 

aware of the size of the truck could cause 
me to run into something,” Baldwin 
said.

The family decided to keep the 
original paint job, but in order to 
make the vehicle safer, Baldwin and 
her dad got new mirrors and replaced 
the alternators. Finally, to top it all off, 
a US Army Veteran license plate was 
installed.

Even with all the renovations, the 
Stepside can 
only reach 
85 mph. 
Additionally, 
the dual tanks 
are notorious 
for their sudden 
drops in 
gasoline. 

 Because of 
the truck’s old 
age and huge 
size, Baldwin’s 
passengers have 
had a variety 
of experiences. 
While some 
have noted their 
fear, others have 
compared it to 
riding a roller 
coaster.

“The first 
time [my Mom] rode on it, she said it 
felt like a death trap,” Baldwin said. 

On the other hand, one of Baldwin’s 
close friends Tiana Shah, class of 2023, 
had a thrilling experience.

“It’s like riding a camel in the 
wilderness, so bumpy yet so 
exhilarating,” Shah said. “I felt like I was 
flying.”

Another sophomore, Caroline Ford, 
owns a 1975 Ford Bronco, which is also 
no longer being manufactured. The teal 
bronco, which is nicknamed “Bruno,” 
was also a birthday gift, this one from 

Austin, Texas. 
Almost every part of the vehicle has 

undergone an operation. Seatbelts were 
added, the dual tank was merged into 
one and the engine, radiator, horn, 
windshield wipers and flooring were all 
replaced. A giant high-tech waterproof 
speaker was also installed. 

Although “Bruno” runs on premium 
gas, which stacks up 
to a price of around 
$60 a week, Ford 
believes that the cost 
is outweighed by all 
of the advantages of 
driving such a rare 
vehicle.

“I like the fact that 
when I drive it, I get 
a bunch of stares and 
looks because it’s a 
really cool car,” Ford 
said.

With a unique car 
also comes unique 
experiences. On Sept. 
13, a windshield wiper 
fell off during a storm. 
Luckily, Ford was able 
to put it back on, but 
it left her passenger, 
sophomore Ava 
Sjursen, terrified. 

“It was an added 
bonus that I didn’t 
die,” Sjursen said. 

Another time, 
Ford went to pick up 
sophomore Caroline 
Duncan for a ride. One of the doors was 
not closed all the way, and as a result, 
the door flew off into the middle of the 
road.

While the experiences were 
dangerous, all of Bruno’s passengers 
were left with tales like no other. These 
stories, along with the car itself, give 
Ford pride in her vehicle. 

“I just have the coolest car,” Ford said.  
Not only are the vehicles well-known 

amongst the drivers’ friends but also the 
faculty.  

“I would say that both Isabella’s car 
and Ford’s car are two of the coolest cars 
in our entire parking lot,” Upper School 
Latin teacher Jerard White said. “I mean, 
it’s immaculate. Those have got to be so 

much fun to drive in and to drive your 
friends around in.”

The two vehicles have been the center 
of attention ever since their arrivals in 
the gravel lot. They receive compliments 
from both strangers and acquaintances, 
and there is no question that the Class 
of 2023’s quirks are accurately being 
represented in their vehicles.

IN ITS GLORY: IN ITS GLORY: IsabellaIsabella  Baldwin’s 1987 Chevy Stepside is parked in her driveway. Baldwin’s 1987 Chevy Stepside is parked in her driveway. 
Baldwin traveled to Tampa, Flordia with her family to purchase the truck. Baldwin traveled to Tampa, Flordia with her family to purchase the truck. Photography Photography 
by Isabella Baldwin. by Isabella Baldwin. 

BRUNO: BRUNO: CarolineCaroline  Ford’s 1975 Ford Bronco, nicknamed “Bruno,” sits in the Ford’s 1975 Ford Bronco, nicknamed “Bruno,” sits in the 
gravel lot. Ford was gifted Bruno on Aug. 25, 2020. gravel lot. Ford was gifted Bruno on Aug. 25, 2020. Photography by Mary Meacham, Photography by Mary Meacham, 
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BY LILLY NICHOLS
Staff Writer

After many years 
of directing the choir, 
Nancy Turner has 
made the decision to 
leave Harpeth Hall. 
Committed to teaching, 
Mrs. Turner was 
passionate about helping 
her students become 
their best selves in the 
choir room. 

“She had the ability to 
make everyone around 
her smile, and she helped 
us grow to become the 
best singers we could 
possibly be,” junior 
Hadley Harrington said.  
“We’re all very sad to 
see her go, but with her 
teaching, we know we’re 
ready for whatever comes 
at us in the future for 
singing.”

Mrs. Turner wished 
to reinforce an 
environment where girls could succeed 
at Harpeth Hall. As she leaves, Mrs. 
Turner reminisced in her favorite 
memories about Harpeth Hall. 

"I’d have to say my favorite memory 
is a choir trip we took to Auburn, 
Alabama and Atlanta,” Mrs. Turner 
said.

”Watching the girls have such a 
wonderful time dancing and singing 
with Dr. Rosephanye Powell at Auburn 
University."

With a strong love for teaching and 
music, Mrs. Turner was constantly 

found dancing and tapping her foot 
while she listened to her students sing. 
“It was precious. Just her little foot 
constantly tapping,” junior Julia Rose 
said. 

Hearing the news of Mrs. Turner’s 
departure, alumnae have reflected on 
the time they shared with her. Many 
other choir students discussed how 
their love of music came from Mrs. 
Turner as well, and how their Harpeth 
Hall experience would not have been 
the same without her. 

Maddie Maradik, Class of 2019 
remembered Mrs. Turner taking her to 

All-State during her junior year and the 
experience they shared together.  

“Mrs. Turner was always a staple 
in my life,” Maradik said. “She was so 
passionate about music and that was 
evident through her hard work in choir 
concerts.” 

Current students are also reflecting 
about their memories with Mrs. Turner. 
Senior Mary Beth Tune remembered 
Mrs. Turner urging her to audition for 
Blair Children’s Choir. 

“Three years ago, she instilled a 
sense of confidence in me that shines 
through in my singing today. In the 

email she sent us saying 
goodbye, she told us to 
keep singing because 
‘the world needs to hear 
your voice.’” 

Along with current 
students and alumnae, 
teachers who knew Mrs. 
Turner for years spent 
time thinking about 
their time together. 

“She was a fabulous 
teacher and vocalist,” 
music teacher Lori 
McDermott said. “I 
really enjoyed working 
with her and her spirit 
and energy she had 
towards music and her 
students.” 

Similar to her 
students and coworkers, 
Mrs. Turner took some 
time to remember her 
memories of working at 
Harpeth Hall. 

“It was a pleasure and 
a great privilege to work 

with my talented students at Harpeth 
Hall over the last seventeen years.” 

“I can still hear their voices echoing 
through the years, lifted up in beautiful 
harmonies that went straight to the 
hearts of everyone who heard them,” 
Mrs. Turner said. “I’ll miss everyone 
and I wish you all the very best!” 

Mrs. Turner worked to empower 
women through music education. She 
leaves the legacy of her graduated and 
current students to reflect on their time 
together as she begins the next stages 
of her life.

BY PRIYANKA CHIGULURI 
Features Editor 

Due to COVID, Harpeth Hall’s Dance 
Company is changing its rehearsal and 
concert plan for the semester; however, 
the dancers are still excited to have the 
opportunity to dance together. 

The dancers had virtual placement 
auditions in mid-August, and the 
companies started rehearsing after 
Labor Day. Since the dancers were in 
different cohorts during the hybrid 
model, some students had to Zoom 
into class and dance from home. 
Although some companies had more 
specific schedules for when the dancers 
were required to be on campus, every 
dancer had to wear a mask at all times. 

Moving forward, the same mask 
requirement is in place to assure the 
safety of teachers and students. Since 
the first day of rehearsal and moving 
forward, changes have been made to 
the program to minimize the spread of 
COVID-19. 

“We will always wear masks because 
we mostly are working inside and 
we are in one of the most vulnerable 
situations,” dance director Stephanie 
Hamilton said. 

“I would not want to put anyone in 
the situation of dancing without a mask 
in an enclosed space.” 

Dancers cannot change into their 
dance clothes on campus, so they must 
wear their uniform t-shirt and shorts. 
In past years, dancers were required 
to wear dance clothes to rehearsal to 
help them move more comfortably, but 
it is important to keep students out of 

the small locker rooms in the dance 
building. 

Before class, students and teachers 
have to open windows and turn on fans 
to keep the airflow moving. Ladders 
are in 
Morrison 
Gym to help 
the dancers 
reach 
the high 
windows, 
and there 
are fans in 
every window and doorway. 

Companies are also meeting in 
different spaces than usual to help keep 
a better distance between everyone. 
For example, tap classes are meeting 
in Morrison Gym instead of the Little 
Studio because there is more space. 
During class, dancers try to maintain 
a large distance between each other, 

and they need to help wipe the barres 
with disinfectant wipes at the end of 
technique classes. 

Although students and teachers are 
adjusting to a new normal at dance, 

they are 
thankful 
to have the 
opportunity 
to dance 
together 
while 
keeping 
everybody 

safe. 
“I am very excited and happy to be 

dancing with everyone again; even 
though dancing in masks is very 
difficult, I’m glad that we can still be 
together instead of dancing in our own 
home,” junior Lindsey Beatty said.

Among the other changes to daily 
rehearsals, there also will not be a 

dance concert this semester. Dancers 
and instructors are hopeful that they 
will be able to share their work with 
people in a new way, and a couple of 
options are currently being considered. 

One idea is creating short videos 
of dancers performing a small 
combination from each of their classes. 
Another idea is for each level to have a 
small demonstration for their families 
where they can show them their new 
skills and technique from their classes. 

The participants of Dance Company 
understand that it is best to wait to 
have a concert in the future when there 
is not a large health risk. It is unlikely 
that a full performance will happen 
this year for dance, but next semester’s 
plan will be finalized at a later date. 

Dancers and teachers alike, everyone 
is disappointed that they cannot put on 
a full concert this semester, but they 
are grateful that they can work together 
under the circumstances of the year. 

“I think it’s important that we all 
dance together and have the sense of 
community that dance always has,” 
sophomore Sydney Mattoon said. 

“Having an observation week 
instead of a concert would give our 
friends and family an idea of the kind 
of work we do every day, and they’ll 
see the hard work we put into classes 
and not the perfectionistic routines 
that we put hours and hours into for 
performances.” 

Dance is making many changes 
to minimize health risks, and both 
dancers and teachers are working to 
keep the community safe. 

Dance company adjusts to life during pandemic

LEADING THE WAY: LEADING THE WAY: Nancy Turner conducts the Winter Concert on Dec. 9, 2019. Mrs. Turner has led the choir during its Winter Concert every year Nancy Turner conducts the Winter Concert on Dec. 9, 2019. Mrs. Turner has led the choir during its Winter Concert every year 
since 2003.since 2003. Photograph by Peyton Hoge.   Photograph by Peyton Hoge.    

Turner moves on from HH after 17-year tenure

DANCING DURING COVID-19: DANCING DURING COVID-19: Blue level dancers rehearse while maintaining COVID-19 guidelines on Blue level dancers rehearse while maintaining COVID-19 guidelines on 
Thursday, Oct. 1. Dance Company held auditions before Labor Day and have been rehearsing in companies Thursday, Oct. 1. Dance Company held auditions before Labor Day and have been rehearsing in companies 
since then. since then. Photo by Sydney Mattoon. Photo by Sydney Mattoon. 

““I think it’s important that we all dance together I think it’s important that we all dance together 
and have the sense of community that dance and have the sense of community that dance 
always has.”always has.”Sophomore, Sydney Mattoon
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COVID-19 has affected lives across the 
world; students and faculty at Harpeth Hall 
are no exception. Numerous community 
members have tested positive or been 
exposed to the virus since its original 
outbreak in winter 2020.

In late June, senior Grace Lee’s 
father, cardiologist Dr. Jung Lee, began 
to experience possible symptoms of 
COVID-19. The Lee family was tested, 
and every member of the family, including 
Grace, tested positive. 

Over the next several days, Lee 
communicated her positive COVID-19 test 
results with her teammates and coaches 
from her Nashville Junior Predators hockey 
team which she had  been training with. 

“I was praying to God that they did not 
test positive because it was really scary to 
think that I could be the reason they, their 
family members, or people they love could 
potentially die. I would be the cause of that,” 
Lee said. 

No contacts of Lee tested positive. The 
day Lee tested positive, she was entirely 
asymptomatic. Four days later, she 
completely lost her sense of taste and smell. 
Lee never experienced any debilitating 
symptoms. Her parents experienced body 
aches and significant fatigue. 

Lee’s two weeks of quarantine were fairly 
uneventful. 

“The hardest part was knowing that other 
people were doing things, and improving, 
but I couldn’t do anything except working 
out and practicing shooting at home.” Lee 
said, “Having to stay at home 24/7 and 
not being able to do anything was really 
frustrating,” Lee said. 

Her family’s experience made COVID-19 
seem more real to Lee. 

“If you think you may have symptoms, 
know that COVID-19 is very real. A lot of 
people now don’t really know that it’s real, 
because they haven’t seen anyone with it, 
or because they personally haven’t gone 
through it,” Lee said. 

Junior Katalina Guma was told on Friday, 
Aug. 21 that she had been exposed to 
COVID-19, but she and her brother both 
tested negative that day. That Sunday, her 
brother developed symptoms and tested 
positive. 

On Tuesday, Guma arrived at the clinic to 
be retested and was refused a test; the nurse 
said that since her brother had received his 
positive test results on Monday, she should 
operate under the assumption that she too 
was positive. She was admitted for a general 

consultation and tested for strep throat and 
COVID-19. 

Within the next 24 hours, she received 
a call that she was positive for both strep 
and COVID and began to develop more 
severe symptoms. Her first few days were 
light symptoms. She only missed two days 
of school when her symptoms were at their 
height. 

Like Lee, she experienced total loss of taste 
and smell. She also dealt with significant 
fatigue, headaches and fluid in her lungs. 
She still experiences shortness of breath, and 
Bronchitis induced by COVID-19. 

“I couldn’t walk to my bathroom, which is 
maybe ten feet from my bed, without losing 
my breath and having to sit down,” Guma 
said. “I just couldn’t move. My body hurt to 
even take a shower. It takes everything out 
of you.”

Because of her trouble breathing, she 
almost had to return and be administered 
steroid shots to open up her lungs. She was 
originally prescribed the inhaler three times 
a day, but now it is reserved for when she 
feels she needs it, only once every few days. 
She can’t exercise or do any physical activity 
for three months. 

“If I had just thought that I didn’t want 
to go through the process when I was 
exposed to my friend, I could have spread it 
to so many people.” Guma said, “If you are 
exposed you have to take responsibility for it 
because you could put a lot of people’s lives in 
danger and that is not fair to anyone.”

Guma also notes the importance of 
not blaming those who diagnose positive 

for COVID-19.“It is really important that 
[COVID-19] is destigmatized. It’s not 
someone’s fault if they get it. You could get 
it from anything at this point. Everyday 

actions can give you coronavirus. It’s never 
someone’s fault. Nobody deserves to get it,” 
Guma said. 

Upper School math teacher Dora Biegl got 
COVID-19 from a friend she boxed with in 
July. After testing positive, she lost her sense 
of taste, but her symptoms didn’t get worse 
than seasonal allergies. 

Her son and husband both developed 
COVID-19 as well. Her son Dani Biegl faced 
the most severe case of COVID-19 in the 
family with extreme fatigue and an intense 
cough. 

“I would have never even gone in for a test, 
I would have just assumed I had allergies, if 
it wasn’t for my friend telling me that he was 
positive.” Ms. Biegl said, “The lesson is that 
if you have any reason to think that you may 
have it, you should go ahead and get a test.” 

Her quarantine consisted of “lots of Netflix 
and lots of self-pity.” She watched the entire 
Marvel universe: all 23 movies. The period 
of forced total quarantine, not being able to 
leave her house at all, she described at the 
most difficult part. 

“During this pandemic, the number of 
people with depression and anxiety has 
skyrocketed. I think that it is because it’s not 
good for the human psyche to be locked up; 
that’s not how we live as humans. We crave 
interactions with other humans, and the 

ability to be outside”.
Ms. Biegl agrees with Guma that 

COVID-19 should be destigmatized. “We 
talk so much about how if we have students 
[diagnosed with COVID-19], we have to 
protect their privacy. I disagree with that. I 
do not think this is something to be ashamed 
of,” Ms. Biegl said. 

Ms. Biegl’s experience also caused her to 
further recognize the public responsibility 
associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“If you have any sliver of suspicion that 
you might have it, you absolutely need to 
know. You need to know in order to protect 
others. It’s not about you,” Ms. Biegl said. 

“It is your responsibility, if you have 
reasonable suspicion that you might have it, 
you must follow up, see if you have it, and 
stick out the quarantine. You have to protect 
others”.

Lee, Guma, and Ms. Biegl all agree that 
COVID-19 must be taken seriously in 
order to protect others. Each also sustains 
the importance of its diagnosis not being 
overly stigmatized.

COVID hits close to home for many students

“If you think you may have 
symptoms, know that COVID-19 is 
very real.”

Senior, Grace Lee

“I just couldn’t move. My body 
hurt to even take a shower. It takes 
everything out of you.”

Junior, Katalina Guma

“If you have any sliver of 
suspicion that you might have it, 
you absolutely need to know. You 
need to know in order to protect 
others. It’s not about you.”

Upper School math 
teacher, Dora Biegl

NURSES TO THE RESCUE: NURSES TO THE RESCUE: HH Nurses Ann Mckenzie and Sarah Copeland stand ready to help students in the  Health Clinic. HH Nurses Ann Mckenzie and Sarah Copeland stand ready to help students in the  Health Clinic. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor. 

DOUBLE MASK MAN: DOUBLE MASK MAN: Dr. Jung Lee wearing his Dr. Jung Lee wearing his 
everyday workware. everyday workware. Photo courtesy of Grace Lee, Copy EditorPhoto courtesy of Grace Lee, Copy Editor



Elementary Schools 

Private High Schools

Elementary schools have 
faced unique challenges keeping 
students safe due to the reliance 
on parents to direct remote 
learning. All Metro Nashville 
elementary schools have been 
remote since the beginning of 
school, but students will begin 
to return to school in phases 
starting after fall break on Oct. 
12. Every two weeks, more 
students will return to school, 
with kindergarten through 2nd 
graders being the first to come 
back. Parents were given the 
option to keep their children in 
remote learning, and they will 
have the chance to reevaluate 
their decision in January. 

Upper School social sciences 
teacher Dr. Ben Fulwider has 
two children in Metro Nashville 
elementary schools who have 
been learning remotely since 
August.  

In the spring after the initial 
lockdown, teachers could decide 
if they wanted to conduct remote 
classes, and there were no grades 
or requirements for students. 
Starting in August, they have 
had classes using the Florida 
International School structured 
curriculum and Microsoft Teams. 

“At first, it was very hard to 
figure out how it was going to 
work. My youngest is nine,  so 
doing everything online wasn’t 

possible for her, so it required 
someone to be there all day.” Dr. 
Fulwider said. 

As it’s been around 12 weeks 
since their first day of school, 
Dr. Fulwider says it’s gotten a 
lot easier for them to do work 
unsupervised. 

Once they return, the safety 
of students will depend on the 
percentage of students who have 
decided to learn remotely. At 
Glendale Elementary, where one 
of Dr. Fulwider’s children attends, 
80% of parents have decided 
to send their children back to 
school in-person. 

“The challenge of this for Metro 
schools is that they serve so 
many different kids in so many 
different buildings and, unlike an 
independent school like Harpeth 
Hall, they have almost infinite 
varieties in the situations they’re 
facing.” Dr. Fulwider said. 

Some independent elementary 
schools have also chosen to 
start the school year remote. 
Upper School public purpose 
coordinator Jessie Adams’s son, 
Caldwell Adams, is a second 
grader at University School of 
Nashville (USN) which began 
classes online, but is slowly 
returning in-person based on the 
school’s physical limitations and 
student body size. Starting in late 
September, the youngest students 

began coming in-person with 
half days to allow the school to 
assess the risks. 

As a working parent, Dr. 
Adams says it was a challenge to 
direct remote learning during 
the first weeks of school. With 
another child in preschool, she 
decided to pair up with a family 
who had a son in her son’s class 
at USN to help out with Caldwell. 
In addition, she thought 
virtual learning was unnatural 
and challenging for her son, 
given his age and the negative 
consequences of excess screen 
time. 

“Kids are not meant to sit in 
front of screens all day at that 
age, and I definitely saw as an 
educator them navigating that 
tension between we need to 
deliver some of this material 
to kids and we acknowledge 
their developmental needs and 
realities.” 
Dr. Adams 
said. 

Now that 
younger 
students 
have 
returned 
in-person 
at USN, 
students 
are using 
hula-hoops 

for mask breaks during outdoor 
activities such as recess and 
are required to wear masks. 
Additionally, USN is not 
serving lunch, so students are 
encouraged to bring their own 
lunch. 

“The kids understand that it’s 
how they are a good member of 
our community and how they 
help protect themselves and 
other people. So it’s been a great 
lesson about how children can be 
very clear eyed about the things 
that matter.” Dr. Adams said. 

While Dr. Adams and Dr. 
Fulwider have faced challenges 
as parents of remote elementary 
students, returning to school 
in-person requires a significant 
degree of adaption and 
experimentation. 

Independent schools 
across Tennessee have 
had varying approaches 
to ensuring the safety 
of students and faculty. 
USN’s high schoolers are 
returning the last out of all 
of the K-12 students after 
learning remotely the first 
few weeks of school. Before 
fall break, the entirety of the 
high school will be back in 
person because they have 
been adding grades each 
week.

While students have been 
virtual, USN has offered 
more resources for students 
who may not have access 
to the required technology. 
They extended their laptop 
rental program to hotspots 
and other devices to make 
virtual learning accessible 
to all students.

They have put many 
similar guidelines as other 
independent schools like 
mask mandates, one-
way hallways and social 
distancing restrictions. 
Missing the first quarter has 
meant adapting the usual 
new student and beginning 
of the year activities. 

They had a virtual 
club fair at the end of 
September and plan to start 

extracurricular activities 
after fall break for the most 
part. Alternatively student 
council plans to host more 
in-person events on the 
river campus now that they 
are allowed to gather safely 
in larger numbers. 

“Everyone still feels that 
they still need to build a 
sense of community,” USN 
senior Rachel Westerfied 
said. New students to 
USN had most on-campus 
orientation events pushed 
until recently making it 
more difficult for new 
students to meet their news 
peers.

Girls Preparatory School 
(GPS) in Chattanooga 
began the school year 
fully in-person, after 
construction was completed 
over the summer to allow 
for social distancing. Their 
desks are six-feet apart, 
and they eat outside or 
in the class before their 
lunch period. All social 
and sporting events have 
very limited capacity 
and are under the same 
social distancing policies 
as classes. Currently, no 
students are quarantined 
for a positive test or close 
contact. One employee is in 

quarantine for close contact, 
but none for a positive test. 

“Everyone that I have 
spoken to feels extremely 
safe both in class and 
around campus. This goes 
for teachers and students,” 
GPS senior Molly Hawthone 
said. 

“GPS girls have done very 
well at actually following 
the guidelines while on 
campus.” Most likely, this 
is because teachers and the 
administration have been 
faithfully enforcing all 
COVID rules.”  

In Memphis, the Lausanne 
Collegiate School also began 
fully in-person with similar 
social distancing protocols, 
mask requirements and 
temperature checks. As 
they were about to have a 
schedule change anyways 
from seven to three 
classes a day, the school 
administration decided to 
go ahead to move to two 
three-hour classes per day 
to limit the number of 

students in contact each 
day. They have invested in 
technology such as Owl 
cameras, so students have 
the option of learning 
remotely. 

“The people that have 
gone virtual don’t see it 
as a hindrance to their 
education, it’s just a 
different way of learning” 
Lausanne senior Isabel 
Kagoo said. 

While two independent 
schools in Memphis were 
recently closed by health 
authorities due to COVID 
cases, there haven’t been 
any large outbreaks at 
Lausanne. The school has 
partnered with a local 
health clinic to provide 
free tests to students with 
symptoms, and there is a 
spreadsheet shared with 
students and faculty that 
updates the number of 
people exposed or tested 
positive with details such 
as the dates they are in 
quarantine. 

BY JANET BRIGGS, DEVON CAMBELL AND SARAH COOK , 
EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
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Public High Schools 

Colleges and Universities

Public schools across 
Tennessee have similarly 
adapted to COVID-19 
with various protocols. 
Collierville High School 
in Collierville Tennessee 
has used a hybrid model 
since the start of school 
in August. For students in 
quarantine or with safety 
concerns, there exists a five 
day virtual option. 

With the hybrid model, 
half the students come 
twice a week, and every 
student learns remotely 
on Friday. Classes 
predominantly use Zoom 
to integrate remote and 
in-person students during 
class, but some assign 
asynchronous work to the 
students learning remotely. 

Anyone who is exposed 
to COVID-19 is required 

to get tested, and if CHS 
reaches 5-10 cases, the 
entire school must go 
virtual for two weeks. This 
situation occured once 
when the entire football 
team tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

“I haven’t been exposed to 
anyone with coronavirus, 
and other than the times 
school  got closed, I don’t 
think I’m going to get it.” 
Collierville senior Jack 
Siegel said. 

Similarly to other schools, 
CHS has spaced out tables 
and mask requirements. 
Students must quarantine if 
exposed, regardless if they 
test negative or positive. 

At Hume Fogg High 
School in Nashville, 
students began the school 
year remotely as part of 

Metro 

Nashville’s policies and plan 
to continue this policy for 
much of the first semester. 
Metro has prioritized 
getting younger kids back 
in school which leaves the 
high school to stagger later 
in the semester - seniors 
not until January.

Virtually, the students 
have been relying on 
Schoology, which acts as 
a hub for all assignments, 
class meetings and 
communication for Metro 
students. All students are 
technically required to log 
on to Schoology; however, 
many students have not 
attended because of lack of 
access. 

“They haven’t heard from 
a whole bunch of students 
that don’t have access to 
internet or a computer,” 
Hume Fogg senior Sadie 
Jackson said. 

While Metro has rolled 
out many initiatives expand 
access to technology 
among the student body, 
contacting all of those 
affected has proved 
challenging.

Additionally, it has been 
difficult for many of the 
students to learn at the 
same pace as previous 

years. Translating the 
normal curriculum from 
an in person learning 
environment to virtual 
learning has been difficult 
for many teachers. 

“They are trying to make 
it as normal as possible, but 
it’s not normal. They need 
to start teaching it like it’s 
not normal and need to 
stop pretending that it is,” 
Jackson said. 

Hume Fogg has also been 
trying to maintain student 
social activities virtually; 
however, online events 
have garnered limited 
support. Student council 
has reached out to students 
through social media and 
Schoology but have had less 
interaction than years past.

“They keep suggesting 
more virtual meetups and 
nobody wants that,” Jackson 
said. “They’re doing what 
they think is best, but they 
aren’t listening to us.”

Hume Fogg has yet to 
release the details and 
guidelines of their physical 
reopening, but they do plan 
to have students back on 
campus before the end of 
the semester. 

Colleges around Tennessee, 
public or private, have had an 
added level of difficulty when 
adapting to COVID restrictions. 
With most Tennessee schools 
opting to allow students on 
campus, they have had to 
adapt their curriculum, living 
situations and dining to allow 
for a safe campus environment. 

University of Tennessee 
Knoxville (UTK) has had all of 
the students on campus since 
the beginning of their 2020-21 
school year, but most classes 
still remain virtual. 

Larger classes meet virtually 
while some higher level small 
classes meet in person. Taylor 
McDermott, UTK junior and 
Harpeth Hall alumni, only 
has one class in person this 
semester. 

“My one class that is at 9:15 
when usually there would be 
people everywhere, but now I 
don’t even come within twenty 
feet of a person,” McDermott 
said.

They also have more limited 
housing and have adapted some 
dorms into quarantine housing. 

Those 
students that 
did not have 
on campus 
housing have 
been living in 
nearby hotels 

paid for by the university.
Greek life on campus also 

has restrictions to limit their 
social activities and potential 
exposure. If a Greek house has 
more than five cases, they are 
shut down completely for the 
remainder of the semester. 

UTK remains cognizant of the 
technological requirements for 
students. They are providing 
laptop and hotspot distribution 
for students who do not 
have access to the necessary 
devices. They have also 
provided extended counseling 
communication to help quell 
the mental health degradation 
onset from learning virtually.

Dining, as in almost all 
situations, has been very 
difficult to address, as UTK 
students rely on the school 
provided dining services. 
Students have to reserve a 
time to eat at the dining halls 
on campus or can take food 
to-go. For a two-week period 
when there was high exposure, 
they shifted all dining to to-go 
services which they have cited 

as the normal response for an 
increase of cases.

While the state of Tennessee 
continues to loosen restrictions, 
UTK has made no indication 
of significantly changing the 
learning environment before 
the end of the semester, as Knox 
county is still one of the highest 
concentrations of COVID in the 
state.

Similarly Belmont University 
in Nashville has opted to keep 
all students on campus this fall. 
On Labor Day, Belmont shifted 
back to in-person classes after 
two weeks of virtual learning, 
but they have truncated their 
schedule to eliminate all breaks 
and finish the semester earlier.

Belmont has coined their 
system “Hy-Flex” which 
allows for students to still have 
flexibility to learn virtually 
if they choose. Students join 
calsses through zoom and 
communicate with their 
teachers online. 

Dr. Mary Ellen Pethel, 
Belmont professor and Harpeth 
Hall archivist, teaches digital 
humanities classes in person at 
Belmont. 

“One of the toughest things 
is trying to have discussions 
with a mask and with people on 
Zoom trying to hear people in 
a mask,” Dr. Pethel said. Most 

of Dr. Pethel’s classes are in the 
honors college and are therefore 
discussion- based.

For students who are learning 
on campus, dining services 
have been altered to allow for 
the safest eating experience. 
They have dividers in the 
large dining halls and to-go 
food opportunities. These 
restrictions are compounded 
with their mask mandate and 
social distancing guidelines.

Additionally, Belmont is set 
to host the third presidential 
debate on Oct. 22 which they 
had centered many activities 
around. 

Dr. Pethel’s “Democracy in 
Media” class plans to still learn 
about the debate broadcasting 
through a connection with 
C-SPAN. They will get to see the 
differences in media portrayal 
from past debates to this debate 
because of COVID and other 
restrictions.

While no one will be able to 
attend the debate in person, 
Belmont plans to host watch 
parties to celebrate this 
momentous event for the 
school. 

Belmont continues to reflect 
the guidelines set in place by 
Davidson County and restrict 
the spread of COVID-19 in 
their community.

BY JANET BRIGGS, DEVON CAMBELL AND SARAH COOK , 
EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
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To minimize the COVID-19 
pandemic’s negative repercussions, the 
administration put a comprehensive 
and safe plan for clubs into action: the 
Sun, Moon and Stars Club System. 

One month into the school year, 
Harpeth Hall’s 155th year in girls’ 
education has come with its fair share 
of challenges. COVID-19 has presented 
the most significant hurdle, but it is 
just one among many. Having a new 
schedule and the largest student body to 
date have the Harpeth Hall community 
growing vulnerable to losing a sense of 
true community.

This new system was carefully 
designed and personalized for the 
students at Harpeth Hall with respect to 
their time and interests. 

“A committee of teachers was 
formed to 
examine 
each of the 
clubs in 
existence 
to see 
which 
were 
active and 
had a lot of student involvement and 
which clubs had petered out,” Dean of 
Students Pamela Carver said. 

From this analysis, teachers and 
faculty could list clubs and put them 
into categories based on volume and 
participation. 

The new system ensures that each 
club has specific and ample time for 
their activities. Days three and five 
have specifically allotted community 
time to clubs. Furthermore, day seven 
has a designated time for club officers’ 
meetings.

“It’s nice that there are different 
club groups so you can join at least 
three clubs and know that those will 
never be conflicting,” sophomore Bella 
Guillamondegui said. 

“Dedicated time in each rotation 
means even more engaged girls.” 
sophomore Vee Counter said. 

The system has done the impossible 
at a busy high school -- created time. 
It produced something else, too: new 
leaders. At an academically challenging 
and competitive school, leadership in 
the classroom can be held by only a 
couple of girls that naturally gravitate 
toward these positions. Like in the 

classroom, club officership is often held 
by the same students over and over.

The new club system empowers a 
more diverse group of leaders. Since 
students are limited to only three clubs, 
girls have to choose which clubs to lead. 
This gives more girls opportunities to 
be leaders and underclassmen a wide 
range of role models around campus. 

Since there will be more organized 
meetings, Act Now will no longer be 
cramming into the Richards room, and 
Knitting Club will not be spilling out 
into the English hallway. There will be 
a place for each dedicated member to 
carry on their club activities. 

While girls have generally been 
upset about choosing only one Sun, 
Moon and Star club, being selective has 
simplified meetings and email lists for 
club officers. In addition, the girls are 
more dedicated to their specific clubs. 

“I feel like 
I can commit 
to [my clubs] 
more than 
I could last 
year.” Vee 
Counter said. 
If students 
cannot 

decide one club for each category, they 
are allowed to try out a few. 

“We are letting girls toggle a little 
back and forth if they really feel torn.” 
Ms. Carver said. 

Clubs are relatively similar in size 
as in past years when a typical student 
would sign up for anywhere from five to 
six clubs, but only attend or be involved 
in one or two routinely. The clubs they 
regularly attended then are now the 
only ones to which they belong. 

Clubs are the lifeblood of student 
activities at Harpeth Hall. Having 
a functional and fun system for 
clubs is important. The fact that the 
administration has finally prioritized 
clubs is a step is a positive direction in 
improving student life. 

“I am continually impressed by the 
way girls in high school can organize 
clubs and ideas and just run with them.” 
Ms. Carver said. 

Posters are made. Capable officers 
are elected. It is the same story, the 
same passionate clubs and the same 
great company. This new system is 
renovating the old  to be safer, more 
coordinated, engaging and safer for 
everyone involved. 

BY JANET BRIGGS
Editor- in-Chief

When I think of students in the Upper 
School, I picture a girl in five or more 
different clubs ranging from astronomy 
to Model UN to friendship bracelets 
to Logos: all seemingly unrelated 
activities except for where they coexist 
symbiotically in this one girl. I am 
unapologetically this girl. 

So when the new club system rolled 
out, I was crushed to think I had to 
choose between clubs based solely on the 
time commitment connected to each. 

A staple of my Harpeth Hall Upper 
School experience has been casually 
being involved in any and every club.
While I might only attend one or two 
meetings a year for some of these clubs, I 
had the choice to participate and explore 
the breadth of my interests.

Harpeth 
Hall 
prides 
itself on 
being 
a place 
where 
each girl 
can explore every facet of her interests. 

Limiting students to three choices 
can confine girls to working only 
within their comfort zones as opposed 
to their new interest areas due to time 
restrictions.

 Beyond exploring new topics, girls 
can leave their mark on the community 
in the form of a new club conceived 
from their passion for any topic. 

With this new system, the process 
of creating a new club requires more 
time from the students and years to 
build the reputation of the club to get a 
coveted Moon or Sun specification. This 
arbitrary determination limits the time 
in the schedule given to new clubs as 
they always must start as a Star club. 

Another rather disappointing aspect 
of the new system was the elimination 
of many clubs without student 
consultation. When I came back to 
school in August to find that Chinese 
club, which I was an officer for, had 
been cut from our community, I was 
disappointed.

While I understand the justification 
for cutting clubs like Chinese Club 
due to inactivity, I do not see the harm 
in trying to revive them. And while it 

might be possible to revive the Chinese 
club, it would be difficult to get members 
considering most students already have 
their Star Club slot filled. 

I think it was a bit premature to cut 
any clubs before students were informed 
of the new system and could have 
made these decisions ourselves. A few 
clubs were cut after students’ selections 
because they did not get enough 
members, which seems a more logical 
way to determine which clubs should 
remain active and which should not. 

Student leadership is also supposed 
to be a primary focus of school clubs, 
which this new system has downgraded. 

Often when I was trying to 
schedule meetings in the past, I would 
communicate with student leaders of 
major clubs to try and avoid overlapping 

as much as 
possible. 

This 
balanced out 
the schedule 
and still 
allowed for 
students to 
participate 

in the maximum number of clubs. 
With the new system, the puzzle of 

scheduling is taken out of the student’s 
hands and doesn’t always reflect the 
meeting needs specific to each club. 

For example, Model UN meets more 
frequently around competition times but 
is still considered a Moon club. 

It’s necessary for this club to meet 
during Moon time surrounding periods 
of competition, but it takes up the 
Moon slot for girls when there is no 
competition and meetings are otherwise 
obsolete. 

While I think the new hierarchy of 
clubs is logical and lends itself to a more 
balanced meeting schedule, community 
time alone would have allowed for more 
meeting time for clubs. 

Now it feels like clubs are less of 
a student-powered and motivated 
initiative and more of a system of 
administrated participation. 

For students that never knew the old 
system, this club system will sink in and 
become the new norm. 

Still, I reminisce for the time when 
my inbox was filled with opportunity 
and my breaks were spent in self-lead 
exploration.

New HH club system infuses opportunity and diversity

Sun, moon, stars ruin the good thing HH clubs had going

Simplified or Suffocating? Club system divides student body

CIRCLE UP: Members of sun club, Act Now, meet in the Spirit Bear tent on the upper tennis courts on Sept. 
30.  Photo by Mia Corts, Photography Editor. 

The system has done the impossible The system has done the impossible 
at a busy high school -- created time. at a busy high school -- created time. 
It produced something else, too: new It produced something else, too: new 
leaders.leaders.

Limiting students to three choices can Limiting students to three choices can 
confine girls to working only within their confine girls to working only within their 
comfort zones as opposed to their new comfort zones as opposed to their new 
interest areas due to time restrictions.interest areas due to time restrictions.

WEEKEND WORKING:  Lily Przybylinski, News Editor of Logos, formats the Ocober Issue on Sat., Oct. 
3. As a sun club, Logos now meets much more regularly. Photo by Adam Wilsman, Logos Faculty Sponsor. 
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Staff Writer 

Harpeth Hall prides itself on innovative 
educational standards. Through our focus on 
educating women, the school lives up to its 
mission “To lift up the mind and spirit.” However, 
the way in which we teach Black history and 
engage with our Black students is painfully 
outdated and requires significant change.  

A short disclaimer: though in many ways, our 
circumstances are similar, I cannot speak for non-
Black students of color and do not possess any 
authority on their experiences. 

Our curriculum, at times, falls into the 
common trap of generalization. We only learn 
about the Black experience in the context of Black 
suffering, and as such, subconsciously generalize 
Black people as exclusively heroes or victims. 
When we learn about non-white figures, they are 
either a martyr for a righteous cause or a hapless 
victim of a bigoted society.

Not only are these simplifications inaccurate, 
they are also actively harmful. In our attempt 
to compensate for historical ignorance, 
our curriculum puts figures such as Rosa 
Parks on unrealistically high pedestals.The 
figures themselves would not live up to their 
modern idealization, and the exclusive focus 
on extraordinary Black people creates an 
unattainable standard for Black students.  

The oversimplification of Black merit 
ensures that if one does not live up to this 
impossible standard of a great martyr, one 
must be a victim. Not only does this rob us of 
our agency, it discourages meaningful action, 
as students cannot relate to their only available 
representation.

Further, this manufactured duality makes it 
difficult for white students to empathize with 
their Black peers, as these depictions are not 
representative of the range of Black experiences. 

In our attempt to educate non-Black students 
on the current and historical struggles of the 
Black population, we have flattened the Black 
experience. 

The only way to achieve our original goals is to 
revolutionize how we teach, discuss and prioritize 
Black stories. We know that vilifying an entire 
race is patently wrong, but so is martyring one. 
Shifting our academic focus from the narrative 
of black suffering to a more multifaceted study 
of the black experience is the first step towards 
genuine understanding and thus, racial equity.

Of course, this change cannot occur overnight. 

We must first address the well-intentioned 
ignorance from which our current situation 
stems. Teachers have to feel comfortable teaching 
hard truths and criticizing figures we view as 
untouchable. Similarly, students must understand 
how to engage in discussion appropriately and 
respectfully. 

“Talking about these important issues can 

be uncomfortable for all students, not just 
minority students, for very different reasons and 
probably for many teachers, too,” Upper School 
French Teacher Amy Miller said. “Normalizing 
classroom discussions of race, social injustice, 
police brutality, etc. would make tackling those 
issues easier for all involved.” 

Change is only possible in an environment 
where every person feels safe. Otherwise, 
increased discussion will only exacerbate the 
issue. Our curriculum includes opportunities 
for academic debate and Harkness discussions, 
but we are missing vital structures for these 
opportunities to succeed. 

Without the sufficient prerequisite knowledge 
and training for teachers and students, these 
debates often alienate the communities they 
aim to serve. My peers of color often dread class 
conversations surrounding race, despite our 
desire to learn about Black history. Too often, 
in-class examinations of sensitive events are 
presented as fun and engaging opportunities, 
without acknowledging how profoundly 
personal they are for students of color. Thus, 
students often feel forced to justify the validity of 
their existence for a class grade.

“It’s alienating for students of color to read and 
talk about racial relations in class,” senior Sydney 
Wynn said. “It feels like all students are looking 
to us for perspective, when often events are 
historical or unrelated to the students.” 

These debates are isolating and emotionally 
draining. Non-POC students lack the knowledge 
to engage in them comfortably and our teachers 

lack training in facilitating the conversation. 
Students of color must frequently decide between 
the exhaustion inherent in sharing difficult 
and traumatic experiences and the obligation 
to educate their white peers. When non-POC 
students exit the classroom, they leave behind the 
debated issue. There is no reprieve for students 
of color. 

Fortunately, Harpeth Hall is a community 
that prioritizes inclusion and strives to better 
themselves constantly. Students and faculty are 
open to change, so now we must commit to 
enacting it. In the past year, Harpeth Hall aided 
in creating a Black Student Alliance (BSA), 
ended the George Washington celebration and 
implemented additional sensitivity training 
for teachers. During faculty in service this 
year, teachers met with Dr. Nicole Furlonge, 
Director of the Klingenstein Center at Columbia 
University. 

Education is crucial to overcoming ingrained 
and systemic biases. While we are making critical 
first steps, we cannot allow our fear of appearing 
ignorant to cause us to remain so. We must frame 
these conversations as opportunities for solutions 
rather than debates, and challenge each other 

to dive deeply into areas of contention instead 
of shying away from them. These changes are 
concrete proof of our community’s ability and 
desire to adapt to meet the varied needs of our 
student population; however, they are only the 
beginning. 

Supplementary education, such as clubs, 
speakers and seminars is fantastic, but for 
significant and sustainable improvement we must 
address our curriculum. 

Currently, English and history courses teach 
Black history through discussions of Black 
suffering. In reference to America, we learn about 
the transatlantic slave trade, segregation and the 
civil rights movement. Our global view touches 
briefly on Apartheid, African colonization 
and and the history of African nations before 
European contact. We learn nothing of Black 
innovation, historical Black victories, great Black 
thinkers and writers and leaders in areas beyond 
Civil Rights. 

We learn a flat history of the first race on 
the planet. We must change our curriculum 
to reflect the changes in our society with more 
readings of Black authors’ works, analysis of Black 
philosophers, focus on Black innovation and a 
complex education of African history. Students 
must learn to stop equating the Black experience 
solely to Black pain. Additionally, we must learn 
to have difficult and honest conversations. 

“People are trying to get the right grade rather 
than having a real conversation.” Sydney Wynn 
said. “People need to know we are all learning 
together. It is okay to make mistakes when talking 
about race and history but we have to start having 
these conversations in class because they roll over 
to our lives outside of class.”

Revolutionizing the way we teach the Black 
experience will cause contention. It benefits no 
one to tread lightly and say only what students 
believe will be agreeable or will give them a 
good grade. We need to build a community 
with a strong and respectful foundation and the 
courage to engage in educated and unflinching 
discussions. This foundation must be built before 
we attempt to have these conversations, or we will 
only further strain Black students and force them 
again to debate for their lives. 

Harpeth Hall is a fantastic institution, and has 
proved time and again that the school wants the 
best for its students. The best we can do for our 
Black students now, is reevaluate our curriculum 
and be willing to discuss issues openly, 
respectfully  and fearlessly. 

BY MACY RICHARDS
Opinions Editor

Stress surrounding college is prevalent and 
invasive at Harpeth Hall. Attendance at an 
institution that prides itself on being a college 
preparatory school and has a team of highly 
trained college counselors with a combined 60 
years of experience places pressure on students 
to get accepted to colleges while dealing with 
the stress of everyday schoolwork. 

Although Harpeth Hall tries to combat the 
notion of perfectionism their efforts do not 
thwart the unstoppable force that personal 
success is measured by a letter. Due to this 
academic rigor, students who do not stress 
themselves out over getting near perfect 
grades are in the minority. 

In my eight years at Harpeth Hall, I have 
never seen a graduating senior not attend a 
four-year college. With college nights starting 
freshman year and the assignment of a college 
counselor during sophomore year, Harpeth 
Hall emphasizes the importance of getting 
accepted and attending college. 

In addition, many parents create an 
environment in which their students’ 
academic goals funnel toward college. 

 Growing up and graduating from a high 

school in rural Mississippi, my mother 
was never pushed into college. Out of her 
graduating class, only a handful of students 
applied and were accepted. Despite the 
time, social, and geographical differences, 
the discrepancies between pressures on the 
student body are prominent.

Straying from Harpeth Hall’s traditional 
path, I started wondering: Is receiving a 

bachelor’s degree and enduring the college 
experience worth the many pitfalls of 
attending university?

While I am fortunate enough to not worry 
about student loans, many families turn to 
indebting themselves for their children to 
attend college. According to the US Congress 
Joint Economic Committee, 60% of college 
graduates exit college with debt that is 60% of 
their starting income.

Missing payments will have serious 
consequences that affect future financial 
situations. Student debt is responsible 
for postponing 20% of millennials from 

becoming homeowners, as well as delaying 
retirement funds and car purchases. 

Although many high paying jobs do require 
a college education, there are many areas 
of work that provide a decent income. The 
Department of Labor reported that 17 million 
college graduates work in positions that do not 
require a four-year degree. 

While the majority would not be content 

with a lifelong career as being a janitor, some 
might view this as a viable option, compared 
to the back-breaking work and financial strain 
of college.

Despite the importance society puts on a 
college degree, many of the top influential and 
wealthy entrepreneurs are college dropouts. 
While some might have started down the 
conformist path of attending college, most of 
them never received their diploma. 

Some top prominent figures in the 
technological industries are worth over a 
billion dollars, even though none of them 
received a diploma. The co-founder of Apple, 

Steve Jobs, has a net worth of $7 billion, as of 
2011. 

Bill Gates, the founder of Microsoft, has 
a net worth of 114.7 billion. FaceBook Inc.’s 
cofounder, Mark Zuckerberg is worth $92.6 
billion. 

However, I have concluded that a degree 
has more benefits than entering the work force 
with only a high school diploma. Not only is 
college the beginning of life as an independent 
adult but the culmination of all-nighters, exam 
studying and life-long friends leads to life’s 
golden ticket: a diploma.

Even though the thought of not having to 
write another paper and not attending another 
lecture sounds tempting, it is the definite 
truth that college graduates have better and 
more fulfilling lives. College graduates’ career 
earnings are 71% to 136% higher. Graduates 
are more qualified for jobs that provide health 
insurance, as approximately 70% of college 
graduates have access to employer provided 
health insurance.

Not only are there more benefits in life after 
receiving a college degree such as more  career 
options, economic opportunities, but many 
people develop meaningful relationships in 
college and learn how to be independent.   

Application anxiety worth coveted college degree

COMING TOGETHER: Students in the Black Student Alliance prepare for their meeting on Sept. 23, 
2020. The Black Student Alliance is a new club this year. Photo by Mary Meacham, Photography Editor. 

Predominantly white HH lacks racial education 

Is receiving a bachelor’s degree and enduring the college Is receiving a bachelor’s degree and enduring the college 
experience worth the many pitfalls of attending university?experience worth the many pitfalls of attending university?
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Mystery and the stars land on HH, MBA stages  
“Silent Sky” and “And Then There Were None” will feature female scientists and authors
BY AVA SJURSEN
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Harpeth Hall’s fall play, 
“Silent Sky,” tells the story of a 
monumental breakthrough of 
women in the scientific field, 
and MBA’s play, “And Then There 
Were None,”  brings a classic 
murder mystery to the stage. 

Published in 2011 by Lauren 
Gunderson, “Silent Sky” follows 
the hidden achievements of 
Henrietta Leavitt, a Harvard 
astronomer in the early 20th 
century. 

Although Leavitt makes 
significant discoveries, she is 
denied recognition by her male 
superiors. Instead of accepting 
defeat, she pioneers one of the most 
profound discoveries in her field. 

Starring Lila Elrod, Larissa 
Smith, Kate Franklin, Angie Baird 
and McConnico Sharpe, this show 
continues the Harpeth Hall Theater 
Department’s trend of performing 
shows with a focus on women’s 
empowerment as well as other social 
issues. Mosies Kaufman’s “The 
Laramie Project”was performed 
this spring, inciting a conversation 
of tolerance and inclusion. “Silent 
Sky” furthers the conversation of the 
increasing importance of women in 
STEM. 

“It deals with a topic that is 
not well-known, that topic being 
Henrietta Leavitt and Leavitt’s Law, 
Period Luminosity relations,” senior 
Lila Elrod said. “It just goes to show 
the erasure of women in science.”

“The show spotlights the 
achievements of three amazing 
women,” senior Angie Baird said. “It 
encourages people to think about life 

and legacy, what we contribute to the 
world, even outside of science.”

Harpeth Hall strives to encourage 
girls to pursue careers in science 
and mathematics, reflecting these 
cultural trends. 

In “Silent Sky,” faculty and 
students will hear voices of the 
past through compelling dramatic 
interpretation, inspiring audience 
members to learn more about women 

in STEM. 
Unlike the historical plot of “Silent 

Sky,” “And Then There Were None” 
is a stage adaptation of Agatha 
Christie’s classic murder mystery. 

The show takes place on fictional 
Soldier Island where characters of 
diverse backgrounds are invited to 
under false pretenses. Early in the 
play, one of the guests is murdered, 
and all guests find themselves to be 

suspects. 
Contrary to Harpeth 

Hall’s predominantly female 
production, “And Then There 
Were None” features mainly 
male roles.

Rest assured that there is 
no shortage of Harpeth Hall 
talent. New to the theater scene 
is sophomore Hallie Graham, 
who will play the role of Vera 
Claythorne. “I auditioned 
because I love Agatha Christie 
and this play. I read about five 
or six of her books this summer, 
and I found myself gravitating 
toward theatre,” Graham said. 

“My fervent love for Agatha 
Christie and realization of my true 

interest in theatre drove me to try 
out.” 

This will not be the first piece 
of classic literature performed by 
MBA this year. In September, Mary 
Shelley’s “Frankenstein” was the 
replacement play for the annual 
Harpeth Hall and MBA collaborative 
musical. 

Through bringing these classic 
novels to life, these stories are 
reimagined through the lens of 
high schoolers. They become more 
approachable as well as modernized. 

The characters transform from 
descriptions on a page to the high 
schoolers of MBA and Harpeth 
Hall, which makes them seem more 
human. 

Check out “Silent Sky” at 
Harpeth Hall Oct. 29th through 
31st and “And Then There Were 
None” at MBA Nov. 5th through 
8th to experience these theatrical 
adaptations either in person or 
virtually.

BY ALSTON RIDDICK
Staff Writer

A new improvisation theater class 
debuts this year for Upper School 
students under Upper School theater 
teacher Janette Klocko’s guidance. 

Twelve students have already signed 
up for the new class, which will 
start next 
semester. 
Although 
some 
students 
remember 
the improv 
class from 
Winterim, 
this new class will provide a new 
approach to the theater curriculum. 

“Improvisational theater, also 
known as devised theater, is an 
innovative, thought-provoking 
process of theater-making in which 
everyone is involved in the creative 
process,” Ms. Klocko said. 

“The script originates from 
improvisational and collaborative 
work by everyone in the class.”

An element of the class that 
distinguishes it from past theater 
course offerings is that it is based 
around learning through experience 
instead of being completely teacher-

led. 
Though Ms. Klocko will help 

facilitate the creative process, the 
students will collaborate to make 
scripts and perform. 

“The class fosters empathy, 
collaboration, and creative thought,” 
Ms. Klocko said. 

Another 
distinguishing 
aspect of the 
class is the 
plan to have 
a culminating 
performance 
at the end of 
the semester, 

showcasing the students’ new skills. 
Senior Lila Elrod, who has taken 

all of the acting and directing classes 
offered at Harpeth Hall, along with 
the Winterim improv class, shared 
that she is especially excited to take 
improv as a senior. 

“It’s senior year, so it’s a good 
opportunity to do something that 
could help you a lot during job 
interviews and in the workplace in 
general,” Elrod said. 

Elrod elaborated that she liked 
how each of the theater classes in the 
past had a small number of students, 
which helped to get through more 

projects. She is particularly excited 
about the group of students that she 
knows are doing the new Improv class 
this year.

Ms. Klocko assures that the class 
is designed for returning theater 
veterans and new theater students 
alike. 

“I have new students who have 
not done theater before as well as 
students who have taken classes and 

done shows with me before,” Klocko 
said. 

“This class is open to all students, 
and if they love theater, they will 
really enjoy this class.” The class 
promises to offer a different skill 
set than any other course in the 
Harpeth Hall curriculum. Combining 
writing, directing, and acting, this 
course is set to broaden each students 
understanding of theatre as a genre. 

Is there a new improv class on campus? Yes, and...
WHODUNNITWHODUNNIT: From left to right: Senior Thomas Peterson, sophomore Hallie Graham, and senior Joseph : From left to right: Senior Thomas Peterson, sophomore Hallie Graham, and senior Joseph 
Bellardo choreograph a dramatic conflict.  Bellardo choreograph a dramatic conflict.  Photo courtesy of Hallie Graham. Photo courtesy of Hallie Graham. 

JANETTE KLOCKO, JACK OF ALL TRADES:JANETTE KLOCKO, JACK OF ALL TRADES:  Ms. Klocko oversees McConnico Sharpe and Lila Elrod Ms. Klocko oversees McConnico Sharpe and Lila Elrod 
as they rehearse “Silent Sky” while planning next semester’s improv class. as they rehearse “Silent Sky” while planning next semester’s improv class. Photo by Frances Bradford.Photo by Frances Bradford.

Theater department’s re-made acting class will debut next semester

DRESSED TO IMPRESS: DRESSED TO IMPRESS: From left to right: Seniors Angie Baird and Lila Elrod, junior Larissa Smith, and freshman Kate From left to right: Seniors Angie Baird and Lila Elrod, junior Larissa Smith, and freshman Kate 
Franklin rehearse in their costumes. Franklin rehearse in their costumes. Photo by Frances Bradford.  Photo by Frances Bradford.  

“It’s a good opportunity to do something “It’s a good opportunity to do something 
that could help you a lot during job that could help you a lot during job 
interviews and in the workplace in interviews and in the workplace in 
general” general” 

-Senior, Lila Elrod 
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BY KATHLEEN KERR
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Changes in the choir program, such as 
adaptations associated with COVID-19 
and the unexpected departure of director 
Nancy Turner, have forced the program 
to adjust in their preparation for the 
Winter Concert.

This year, the Winter Concert will look 
different. Instead of a live performance, a 
recording will be sent out to the Harpeth 
Hall community. Each girl will record her 
part on her phone along to a track, and 
the parts will be stacked together like a 
studio recording.

“Totally different process from learning 
it live,” interim Choir Director Russell 
Davis said.

In the absence of Mrs. Turner, Russell 
Davis has taken over teaching the 
Chamber and Concert choirs for the 
year, and Harpeth Hall will hire a new 
permanent choir director for next year.

Both choirs have worked with Mr. 
Davis because of his experience as the 
choir’s accompanist for classes and 
concerts.

“Me being here 19 years, maybe having 
someone familiar that they already know 
has been some help,” Mr. Davis said. “I 
was kind of hoping to make this year a 
year of gentle transition and just get used 
to changes, get used to doing things a 
little differently.”

Because of COVID-19, the format of 

classes has changed. At the beginning of 
the year in the hybrid-learning model, 
the class would Zoom in to sing on 
their days at home, and while at school, 
they focused on learning their parts on 
their own. Since the grades have started 
returning to campus full time, they have 
been able to transition into some singing 
as an entire ensemble.

“We had a change on Friday, so this is 
our first week to be back to ‘normal’,” Mr. 
Davis said. 

The choir is now allowed to sing inside 
and socially distanced for 30 minutes at a 
time, or they can go outside and sing for 
the entire class period. Either inside or 
outside, they must keep on their masks.

 “The downside is there are more 

distractions out there: we’re spread out 
farther, it’s harder to hear each other, 
and your mouth is covered up, so you’re 
getting about half the volume,” Mr. Davis 
said.

Both choirs have focused on learning 
a piece called “Ad Astra” and expect 
to finish it soon. They recently began 
working on a piece called “Corner of 
the Sky” from the musical “Pippin” and 
“Crazy” by Patsy Cline. Each choir is also 
looking for a new piece that they will 
sing separately to add to the mix for their 
winter concert.

“We’re trying to pick a song right 
now to sing that’s more pop related, 
and so we’ve been listening to a bunch 
of different pieces,” senior Madeline 
McGrew said.

Since it has been harder for the girls to 
sing together every day, they have been 
able to focus more on music theory. They 
are currently learning and dissecting the 
differences between dynamic markings.

“Mr. Davis has spent time breaking 
down what dynamic markings on our 
music means, so we are fully able to 
understand it better which is helpful,” 
McGrew said.

Despite these changes to the program, 
the girls are continuing to prepare for the 
concert in December.

“We’re settling in, and I think we’re 
going to have a good semester,” Mr. Davis 
said.

Changes cause Harpeth Hall choirs to hum a different tune

CAN’T MASK THESE VOICES: CAN’T MASK THESE VOICES: Concert choir students Ann Kerr, Madeline McGrew, Meredith Shih, Helen Concert choir students Ann Kerr, Madeline McGrew, Meredith Shih, Helen 
Harrington and Virginia McGrew adapt to the new challenges they face due to Covid-19 on Aug. 21. Harrington and Virginia McGrew adapt to the new challenges they face due to Covid-19 on Aug. 21. Photo by Photo by 
Anne Louis Todd, Social Media Editor.Anne Louis Todd, Social Media Editor.

COVID and the departure of choir director Nancy Turner forces choirs to regroup

BY AVA CASSIDY
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Although the world seems anxious 
for 2020 to end and for a new year 
to begin, the awards season in 
early 2021 will be marked by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and may 
not be much of a season at all, 
as made evident by the recent 
Emmy Awards.

On Sept. 20, the Emmy Awards 
took place without an audience 
for the first time with both fake 
applause and laughter. There 
were, however, cardboard cut-
outs of several nominees sitting 
in the audience.

Even stranger than the lack of 
an audience or a red carpet was 
the fact that all winners accepted 
their awards from the comfort 
of their homes, and many stars 
chose to take the opportunity to 
receive their award surrounded 
by friends and family. Ushers in 
hazmat suits styled to look like 
tuxedos presented winners with 
their statuettes. 

Zendaya became the youngest 
Emmy winner in the category of 
“Best Lead Actress in a Drama” 
for her performance in HBO’s 
“Euphoria.” “Schitt’s Creek” also 
set a record by winning nine Emmy 
awards, making that the most ever 
won by a comedy show in one season. 

Many winners mentioned 2020’s 
political climate. Acceptance 
speeches contained elements 
of the current political climate. 
Others urged viewers to vote in the 
upcoming election. Regina King of 
“Watchmen” wore a t-shirt depicting 
a photo of Breonna Taylor. Uzo 

Adubo accepted her award for “Mrs. 
America” wearing a similar shirt. 

The Emmys encapsulate 2020’s 
“new normal,” foreshadowing many 
of the upcoming awards shows that 

will also make accommodations for 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The 63rd Grammy Awards 
“will be happening, rain or shine, 
COVID-19 vaccine or not,” according 
to their official website. The event 
recognizing achievement in the music 
industry will take place Jan. 31. 

It has not been officially announced 
how the show will work logistically. 
“We are simultaneously developing 

three plans for what the show would 
look like: one is the traditional show 
with the full crowd, two is a limited 
crowd, and three is no crowd,” Mr. 
Harvey Mason Jr. said in an interview 

with Variety. Mr. Mason is the 
Interim President of The Recording 
Academy.

Mason has stressed the importance 
of holding the Grammy Awards on 
time, for he is aware of the increase 
in new music releases as a result of 
the months in quarantine. 

The Golden Globe Awards will take 
place on Feb. 28 to recognize the 
accomplishments of the TV and film 

industries. 
These awards take the place of the 

Academy Awards. Even though they 
were scheduled for the same date, 
they were pushed back because of 

COVID-19. It has not yet been 
announced exactly how they will 
take place.

The British Academy Film 
awards (BAFTA) were originally 
planned to take place on Feb. 14, 
but will now occur on April 11. 

The date was changed in 
response to COVID-19, and 
there have also been changes 
made to the eligibility rules as a 
result of the ongoing pandemic. 

To compensate for the many 
delays in film release dates, 
the BAFTAs changed their 
rulebooks so films that were 
not released on schedule will 
still be included in the awards 
ceremony. 

Any films that were still 
showing in cinemas will not be 
penalized for a lower number of 
qualified screenings. 

The Academy Awards also 
suffered a date change because 
of COVID. Although they were 

originally scheduled for Feb. 28, 
they were rescheduled to April 25. 

Even during World War II, 
the Academy Awards were not 
postponed. 

For the first time since the early 
1930s when Cavalcade won Best 
Picture, the eligibility period for 
movies will span two years instead of 
just one. 

Awards season looks differently this 
year, just as everything else does in a 
world grappling with a pandemic. 

JIMMY KIMMEL HITS THE ZOOM SCREEN: JIMMY KIMMEL HITS THE ZOOM SCREEN: Jimmy Kimmel hosts the 2020’s Emmys virtually on Sunday, Sept. 20. Jimmy Kimmel hosts the 2020’s Emmys virtually on Sunday, Sept. 20. Photo Photo 
courtesy of ABC .courtesy of ABC .

Award shows adapt to COVID with date changes and virtual gatherings
Awards shows adjust to new realities of the pandemic
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Fall sports wrap up unusual yet rewarding seasons 
Soccer, volleyball, cross country, golf seasons come to end

“Getting to meet new people and “Getting to meet new people and 
coming together as a team to bond coming together as a team to bond 
has been my favorite thing. Everyone has been my favorite thing. Everyone 
has a positive attitude and is very has a positive attitude and is very 
optimistic.”optimistic.”

  Senior, Claire Wilson 

HEADS UP: Senior soccer player Spencer Robbins goes in for the header in their game against Father 
Ryan. The Bears bounced back from two consecutive losses to beat the Irish 1-0. Photo courtesy of Mike Strasinger. SPIKING OVER THE COMPETITION: Varsity Volleyball player Elizabeth Aylward goes up for the 

point against John Paul II on Sept. 9, 2020. Photo Courtesy of Mike Strasinger.

HOLE IN ONE: Janet Briggs finishes her swing at the Harpeth Hall Varsity Golf match on 
Sept. 9, 2020. Photo courtesy of Mike Strasinger.

RACING TO THE FINISH: Sophomore Bella Guillamondegui races past her competition on Sept. 17, 
2020 at Webb-Bell Buckle. Photo courtesy of  Jenny Jervis.

“My favorite thing about this “My favorite thing about this 
year is our team bonding despite year is our team bonding despite 
the troubles of social distancing. the troubles of social distancing. 
The morale is very high and the The morale is very high and the 
enthusiasm is undeniable!”enthusiasm is undeniable!”

Senior, Elise Presnell

The cross country team also kept 
up their training for the whole 
season. Although there were fewer 
meets this year, the cross country 
team placed first in the Bell Buckle 
meet that took 
place on Sept. 
17. 

The team also 
participated 
in a large meet 
against thirty 
other teams at 
the McCallie 
invitational in Woodland Park. The 
Bears placed fifth for the varsity 
team and fourth for JV. 

“Everyone is very enthusiastic and 

optimistic about the season despite 
the circumstances,” senior Elise 
Presnell said. 

The cross country team worked 
hard all season and they are all 

proud of 
what they 
accomplished. 

Additionally, 
the non-travel 
cross country 
team was able 
to compete on 
Oct. 3 at the 

University School of Nashville meet 
and placed 2nd overall with every 
runner achieving a personal or 
season best time.

As with all the other fall sports, the 
golf team has had many highs to their 
season. The team started around their 
usual time 
in mid-July 
with the 
largest team 
Harpeth Hall 
has had in 
years. Their 
first competition was after Labor Day 
against Ensworth with a close score of 
90-88. 

The following week, they redeemed 
themselves in a match against USN 
with a score of 72-80 which was a 
good confidence booster as the Bears 
competed in regions on Oct. 1. 

Seniors Belle Huang and Weatherly 
Spence as well as freshman Macon 
Fowler and eighth grader Lilian 

Yarborough 
competed 
at regions 
on Oct. 1 at 
Willowbrook 
Country 
Club. The 

Bears finished in 3rd with a score of 174 
- only missing the state tournament by 
3 shots. 

Across the board, all of the Harpeth 
Hall Honeybears have made the 
most out of their seasons despite the 
circumstances and they have taken full 
advantage of their time to compete.

Just as with soccer, volleyball 
also had an eventful season due 
to the COVID-19 precautions 
implemented. 

Starting their season later than 
normal, the 
volleyball 
team had 
two wins 
against both 
Lipscomb 
Academy and 
Brentwood 
Academy. 

However, the volleyball season 
came to a halt the week of Sept. 21 
due to a lack of athletes. Harpeth 
Hall’s team was short several athletes 
who had to self-quarantine. 

On Oct. 1, they competed against 
Father Ryan and lost with a score of 
0-3 through three sets. 

Although the season has not turned 
out the way they planned, the Bears 

still intend to 
compete in 
the TSSAA 
Region 
tournament 
from Oct. 8 
to Oct. 10. 

For the 
seniors, it 

may be their last opportunity to suit 
up for the Honeybears.

The JV team’s season ended the 
week of Sept. 27 after a shortened 
season that only lasted one game.

Just as soon as they started, fall Harpeth 
Hall Athletics finish out their last few 
matches and games, ready to end the 
season strong; however, fall Harpeth Hall 
athletes are not taking their foot off the 
gas.

Despite their seasons looking very 
different this year, soccer has played many 
competitive games against opponents 
in the area. To begin the season, the 
Bears defeated the St. Cecilia Scarabs 
but the glory quickly came to an end 
the following week when the Bears were 
defeated by both the Independence High 
School and Brentwood Academy Eagles. 

“These two losses took a big hit to our 
confidence and we were in dire need of a 
confidence booster,” senior Georgia Elder 
said. 

However, the soccer team used this 
disappointment to fuel a win against 

Father Ryan on Sept. 22 with a score of 
1-0. This is quite the accomplishment by 
the Bears as Father Ryan has been one of 
the Bears’ toughest opponents for many 
years.

Following their win against Father 
Ryan, the Bears also won against Saint 
John Paul II and Ensworth High School 
the week of Sept. 28, putting them 
in a three-way-tie for first place with 
Brentwood Academy and Father Ryan. 

Although the regular season comes 
to an end with the Bears finishing their 
last two games against Grace Christian 
Academy and Lipscomb Academy, the 
soccer team still has a lengthy state 
tournament ahead of them. 

Depending on how the tie-breaker for 
first place goes, the Bears will either play 
on Oct. 17 in the first round or they will 
receive a bye. 

BY TORI MCDERMOTT
Sports Editor

“I loved getting to know all the new “I loved getting to know all the new 
players this year and know the team is players this year and know the team is 
in good hands for years to come.”in good hands for years to come.”

Senior, Janet Briggs
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Winter sports anticipate an eventful season
BY CATE FRIST
Staff Writer

As fall athletics begin to wrap up and 
the winter season approaches, many 
athletes and coaches are wondering what 
the new season will look like for sports 
like bowling, basketball, swimming and 
diving, and riflery during the age of 
COVID-19. 

As of right now, the bowling season 
has been postponed to the spring, but 
the athletic department is working on 
plans to bring the team together for fun, 
bowling-related activities on campus 
during this winter. 

Similarly, the TISCA Swimming and 
Diving State Championship has been 
delayed until the end of April, so the 
season will not officially start until after 
winter break with Nov. and Dec. being 
preseason. 

“Pool availability is our biggest 
challenge as COVID restrictions 
at Sportsplex limit practices to 
two swimmers per lane. Hopefully 
restrictions will begin to lift in the 
coming months and pool capacity will 
be increased, allowing more girls to 
practice,” head Upper School swim coach 
Polly Linden said.

“We normally would have started 

practice this week 
[week of September 
28], but have not been 
able to, so postponing 
state seemed like 
a logical solution, 
assuming COVID 
numbers continue to 
fall.” Ms. Linden said. 

Basketball is set to 
proceed with a normal 
season, and the team 
seems to be ecstatic. 

“I know our team 
will work hard at every 
practice to achieve 
our goals,” junior and 
Varsity basketball 
player Claire Slagle 
said. “The Harpeth 
Hall basketball team is 
like a family on and off 
the court. From nights 
spent in the gym to 
hanging out after 
Friday night games, 
our team is full of 
unbreakable bonds.” 

The riflery team has been able 
to practice fairly consistently at 
Montgomery Bell Academy’s shooting 

range while maintaining social 
distancing protocols and wearing masks, 
but due to Coronavirus, many small 
teams from outside the county have a 

hard time reaching the Harpeth Hall 
team, so there will be fewer matches this 
season. 

“Ultimately, this [fewer matches] is a 
loss for our sporter athletes who hope to 
move up to precision. To make precision, 
sporters are required to make a score 
of 500 during a shoulder-to-shoulder 
match,” junior and co-captain of the 
riflery team, Kate Stewart said.

“This lack of matches provides more 
time for practice which allows new and 
seasoned athletes to hone their skills to 
prepare for upcoming matches but also 
increases the pressure on athletes for 
matches that used to be fairly regular,” 
Stewart said. While the team will 
participate in fewer matches, Stewart is 
optimistic about the season!

As for what the policies will be 
regarding competition with other 
schools, Davidson County’s move to 
phase 3 on Oct. 1 will allow for greater 
freedom when playing opposing schools 
while still keeping the health of the 
players, coaches and spectators at utmost 
importance.

As all of the winter seasons begin, 
teams remain anxious for more concrete 
news about the upcoming seasons.

SEC fans psyched for the 2020 football season
Teams show promising seasons as SEC responds to pandemic with conference-only games 

BY GEORGIA ELDER
Sports Editor

Two weeks ago, the Southeastern 
Conference (SEC) collegiate football 
players took the field with fervor, 
all the while approaching the season 
carefully to avoid any encounters 
with the dreaded COVID that has 
threatened sports seasons for almost 
a year. 

Players are eager to be 
back on the field scoring 
touchdowns, and fans are 
eager to be back in their 
living rooms decked out in 
their team colors shouting 
at the TV with their friends 
and families on Saturdays. 

The season will consist 
of ten conference-only 
games, which is fewer than 
normal, leading up to the 
championship game that 
will be held in Atlanta on 
Dec. 19. 

The SEC requires each 
team to have a minimum 
of 53 scholarship players 
on the team to prepare for 
possible absences due to 
COVID, and the players must be 
tested three times a week. Coaching 
staff and non-participating athletes 
must wear masks at all times, and 
players must have masks on them 
to wear during timeouts and other 
breaks. 

This season is shaping up to be 
interesting not only due to new 
COVID regulations, but also new 
star recruits filling the voids of 
drafted NFL players from teams 
including LSU, Georgia and 
Alabama.

 Although these teams suffered 
major losses, they are still predicted 
to come out on top at the end, along 
with University of Florida, which 

has been lurking in the shadows and 
finally making the leap for that shiny 
playoff trophy. 

Alabama gave Mac Jones his 
five seconds of fame last season 
when starting quarterback, Tua 
Tagovailoa, injured his hip, 
preventing him from playing the 
last four games of the season. Mac 

Jones certainly has some big shoes to 
fill, and if he “drops the ball”, Saban 
will replace him with novelty dual-
threat QB recruit, Bryce Young, in a 
heartbeat. 

During week one, Young received 
some playing time in the second 
half, but Jones holds his first string 
spot on the team for now. Does Mac 
Jones have what it takes to maintain 
the Crimson tide’s reputation as one 
of the top dogs in the SEC?

Mckenzie Cooper, Harpeth Hall 
senior thinks he does. 

“Mac Jones is the better of the 
two quarterbacks right now because 
he has more experience, being a 

junior. Bryce Young has time to be 
integrated into the Alabama football 
culture since he is only a freshman.”  

Either way, things are looking up 
for the Crimson Tide, but only time 
will tell. Walking into week three, 
they are looking as strong as ever. 

With a new quarterback, new 
offensive coordinator, and a solid 

defensive lineup, the Georgia 
Bulldogs just might have a chance at 
the national title, which would break 
their 20 years of silence. Are these 
fresh players what Georgia needs to 
secure the title, or will they continue 
their losing streak? 

They started out rough in week 
one against Arkansas, unsure of 
what exactly their offensive lineup- 
including their starting quarterback- 
would look like. Promising athlete, 
D’wan Mathis stepped in for the 
first half of the game and made 
little-to-no damage, allowing third 
string quarterback, Stetson Bennet 
to secure the win for UGA in the 

second half. Fans are anxious to see 
what awaits the Bulldogs as they 
continue in the next few weeks of 
football. 

Since Heisman-winning 
quarterback, Joe Burrow, has joined 
the NFL’s Cincinnati Bengals 
in the big leagues now, LSU is 
scrambling to assemble a team that 

was as efficient as Joe 
Burrow’s last season, 
which is becoming 
the responsibility of 
quarterback Myles 
Brennan and running 
backs, Chris Curry, 
Tyrion Davis-Price and 
John Emery Jr. They 
have some time before 
the games get tougher to 
figure out what works, 
and they just might be 
able to pull it off. 

As for the silent-but-
deadly Florida Gators, 
head coach Dan Mullen 
and offensive line coach 
John Hevesy hope to see 
the season through with 
new recruits, experienced 

seniors in the offensive line, and 
strong quarterbacks Kyle Trask and 
Emory Jones. And the odds seem to 
be in their favorm with a 10-2 final 
game prediction and +450 odds of 
walking away with a championship 
trophy. 

The 2020 college football season is 
shaping up to be a good one, despite 
the restrictions put on by COVID. 

The lack of fans definitely changes 
the dynamic of a football season, 
and could have effects on game 
results. Nonetheless, players and 
fans are grateful to see the teams 
back on the field, and hopeful for an 
exciting season ahead. 

THE NEXT FEW WEEKS OF SATURDAY FACEOFFS: Schedule of SEC games through the weekend of November 14. Graphic by 
Devon Campbell, Editor- in-Chief. 

CAPS OFF! Seniors Janet Briggs and Margo Dobbs practice at Centennial 
Sportsplex under COVID-19 restrictions. Photo by Janet Briggs, Editor-in-Chief. 
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halloween countdownhalloween countdown

16 16 go on a fall hike go on a fall hike 
at Percy Warner parkat Percy Warner park

17 17 get a pumpkin get a pumpkin 
spice latte at Starbucks spice latte at Starbucks 
or a local coffee shopor a local coffee shop

18 18 movie night: movie night: 
Hocus Pocus Hocus Pocus 

19 19 go to a pumpkin go to a pumpkin 
patchpatch

20 20 movie night: The movie night: The 
Sixth SenseSixth Sense

21 21 go apple picking go apple picking 
at a local orchardat a local orchard

2222 carve pumpkin  carve pumpkin 
into jack-o-lantern into jack-o-lantern 

23 23 go to a drive- in go to a drive- in 
movie theatermovie theater

24 24 visit a haunted visit a haunted 
house or haunted woods house or haunted woods 
(social distanced!)(social distanced!)

25 25 go to Trader Joe’s go to Trader Joe’s 
for thier fall selectionfor thier fall selection 26 26 make s’mores by make s’mores by 

a warm fire a warm fire 
27 27 make chocolate make chocolate 
chip pumpkin breadchip pumpkin bread

28 28 movie night: It’s movie night: It’s 
the Great Pumpkin, the Great Pumpkin, 
Charlie BrownCharlie Brown

2929  early voting ends- early voting ends- 
make sure to cast your make sure to cast your 
vote if you are eligiblevote if you are eligible

3030  take a ghost take a ghost 
photoshoot photoshoot 

3131  happy Halloween! happy Halloween! 
“Don’t trick or treat. That is not “Don’t trick or treat. That is not 
safe. However, I encourage eating safe. However, I encourage eating 
copious amounts of candy.” copious amounts of candy.” 
    - Dr. Wilsman- Dr. Wilsman

By: Olivia HandeBy: Olivia Hande
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