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Triple-demic: Students fall victim to the flu, COVID-19 and R.S.V.
BY AMELIA ALEXOPOULOS 
News Editor

Many Harpeth Hall students and faculty 
can attest to the fact that flu season has 
been particularly bad this year. Coughs and 
sniffles can be heard clearly throughout the 
halls, make-up test rooms have been jam-
packed, and a significant number of girls 
have been missing from the classroom.  

Other Nashville schools have had it 
bad too, with Saint Cecilia Academy even 
having to close for a couple days in early 
November because of the amount of 
students sick with the flu.

But it’s not just the flu that has afflicted 
people this fall. R.S.V. or Respiratory 
Syncytial Virus has run rampant 
throughout the country. The spread of 
this virus that affects the lungs and can be 
deadly for young children and older adults 
has stoked fears of a ‘triple-demic’ this 
winter of COVID, R.S.V. and the flu. 

Some hospitals in Southern and 
Northeastern cities have struggled to keep 
up with the number of pediatric patients 
entering their emergency rooms, calling to 
mind the worst days of the Omicron surge.

According to an article by NPR about 
R.S.V., “Most years, infections typically 
occur in the late fall and winter, often 
overlapping with flu season. But at least 
since last year, physicians have begun seeing 
surges starting during summer months.”

This shift is likely because this has been 

the first largely maskless fall since the 
pandemic began, and people’s immune 
systems are not as strong having not been 

exposed to some viruses in a couple of 
years. Children born during the pandemic 
have had almost no exposure to R.S.V., 
making an already dangerous virus even 

more deadly for infants and young children.
According to a New York Times article 

about the spread of the flu and R.S.V., “the 

pandemic shifted patterns of immunity, by 
reducing the circulation of regular viruses 
with masks, and isolation measures.”

Junior Anna Kerr has been sick multiple 

times this fall and had to miss a couple days 
of school because of illness. “I definitely feel 
like my immune system has been worse 
after taking off my mask,” she said.

With this being Nashville’s first winter 
largely without masks and with larger 
gatherings happening in-person again, 
Kerr said, “I’m in so many more crowds 
weekly…I think my immune system is 
readjusting.”

“For me, I find it very very difficult to 
miss school.” Although she did choose to 
stay home when she was sick with the flu, 
Kerr said that in general, “I would rather 
go to school sick and take the test, take the 
notes for myself, than miss school and feel 
behind for a week.” This sentiment is widely 
held throughout Harpeth Hall’s student 
body.

On the other hand, a number of girls 
have complained about how many students 
continue to attend school even while they 
are sick; however, with the frequency of 
tests and inability to replicate the learning 
that comes from attending classes in-
person, some don’t see missing school as an 
option. 

What is certain, however, is that 
immunization against the COVID and the 
flu, handwashing and good hygiene are 
the most surefire ways to stay healthy and 
protect oneself and loved ones against all 
three of these viruses this winter.

Harpeth Hall students vote in historic midterm elections
BY LUCY FARRINGER
News Editor

The 2022 midterm elections have 
come with record-breaking results and 
numerous surprises. With control of 
the House and the Senate on the line, as 
well as several governor elections, the 
midterms were determinant. 

Historically, the party of the president 
in office during midterm elections has 
tended to lose to the opposing party. 
According to the New York Times, 
however, President Biden beat the 
historical odds this year, having the best 
midterms for a president in 20 years. 

Not only did the midterms have 
historically rare results, but the rumored 
“red wave” turned out to be nothing 
more than a mere ripple. Going into 
the elections, Republicans had expected 
to win big not only because of past 
statistics but also because of Biden’s low 
ratings. 

In the Senate, Democrats managed 
to maintain their slim hold, claiming 
50 of the 100 seats. Senator Catherine 
Cortez Masto’s victory in Nevada settled 
the tight battle for control, with the 

Democrats 
flipping one seat. 

Even though 
Democrats 
officially have a 
Senate majority, 
the Georgia 
runoff on Dec. 6 
between Raphael 
Warnock and 
Herschel Walker 
is still significant 
and could 
immensely affect 
the next 6 years 
of the Senate 
term. With a 
Democratic one-
seat advantage 
on the line, the 
runoff could 
determine 
whether 
Democrats will 
be able to seize 
complete control 
of certain committees or continue to rely 
on the current vice president’s vote. 

As for the House, 
Republicans 
officially gained 
control on Nov. 
16, picking up 
the 218th seat 
and claiming the 
majority over 
the Democrats’ 
211 seats. These 
numbers will grow, 
however, as six 
races have yet to be 
called. 

Although the 
“red wave” wasn’t 
as prominent as 
expected, most 
2022 Republican 
House candidates 
outperformed 
former President 
Donald Trump in 
the 2020 election. 
In fact,  some 
swing states such 

as New York and Florida underwent a 
significant rightward shift and many of 

their Republican candidates also beat 
Trump’s 2020 performance. 

One of the most significant outcomes 
of these elections is that most Americans 
seemed to have rejected extremists of 
either party. 

“I’m told that divided government is 
not always a bad thing, and Americans 
seem to have started to resist extremes,” 
Upper School English teacher Joe 
Croker said. 

It is extremely evident that the 
majority of extreme Republican and 
Democratic nominees considerably 
underperformed. Both Blake Masters 
and Adam Laxalt, extreme Republicans 
endorsed by Trump, lost their elections 
in Arizona and Nevada, respectively. 
In fact, every single Trump-endorsed 
candidate suffered the same loss in their 
respective states. 

“Based upon some of the election 
outcomes, our national dialogue may be 
inching back—ever so slightly—toward 
centrism,” Mr. Croker said.
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EIGHTEEN AT LAST: Senior Annie Linley votes for the 
first time in the midterm election on November 8, 2022. 
Photo courtesy of Annie Linley.
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MASK UP, MR. MASSEY: Masks became more prevalent in the final weeks of fall as illnesses spread 
through campus. Photo by  Ava Cassidy.
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LUCY FARRINGER
News Reporter

Elon Musk became the new CEO 
of Twitter on Oct. 24 and has since 
enacted several major reforms within 
the company. These reforms include 
the dismissal of over half of the 
company’s employees, as well as the 
establishment of Twitter Blue, which 
allows users to pay a monthly fee for 
verification. 

Musk, the CEO and founder 
of Tesla, first agreed to buy 
Twitter for $44 billion in April 
2022; however, on July 4, he 
announced he was withdrawing 
from the deal. In an attempt to 
persuade him to complete the 
original transaction, Twitter 
sued him in Delaware, where 
the company is incorporated. 
Musk countersued in response, 
accusing the company of 
miscounting spam accounts as 
part of a “scheme” to mislead 
investors. 

Then, in the midst of the trial 
in Delaware on Oct. 4, Musk 
unexpectedly agreed to buy 
Twitter on the original terms. 
The deal was completed on Oct. 
28, and Musk became the owner 
of Twitter despite the months of 
legal challenges between himself 
and the company. 

Days before Musk even had 
full ownership of the company, 
rumors of a plan to dismiss over 75% 
of the company’s employees were 
already circling. According to the 
New York Times, only hours after 
completing the deal on Oct. 28, Musk 
was warning people to “prepare for 
widespread layoffs.” His reasoning: 
the company was losing significant 
money, almost $4 million a day, and 
they were heading toward bankruptcy. 

While he made his plan to cut 
thousands of employees on Nov. 1 he 
delayed the massive cut until Nov. 3, 
when 3,700 employees were laid off. 
While the company indicated in a 
note that they would send an email 

to those dismissed, many workers 
reported that they were simply kicked 
out of their Twitter email and Slack 
accounts without warning. 

Although Musk believed the 
dismissal of over half of his employees 
would help solve problems, it ended 
up creating larger ones. Because 80% 
of the company’s team managers 
were let go, certain systems the 
company relied on no longer worked. 

Company contracts were put on hold 
or had expired, and a server room 
overheated, knocking out access to 
wifi. The employees that usually dealt 
with those problems, however, had 
been fired or resigned. 

On Nov. 16, Musk cracked down on 
the few remaining employees, giving 
them a strict ultimatum: they must 
sign a pledge to work harder by 5 p.m. 
Eastern time Thursday or comply 
with three months’ severance pay. 
According to the New York Times, 
hundreds of employees declined to 
sign the pledge, cutting down the 
remaining 3,500 employees to an 

estimated 2,000 employees. 
Despite the problems occurring 

since the big dismissal, Musk 
expressed optimism toward Twitter’s 
future in a meeting on Nov. 10, 
according to the New York Times. 

This optimism could be directed 
toward the future of his new 
monthly subscription Twitter Blue, 
which allows anyone to have a blue 
verification check on their account. 

However, this new subscription has 
also wreaked havoc since its release 
on Nov. 9. 

“When everybody’s verified, then 
no one’s verified. It’s just something 
that you’re buying,” Upper School 
Science Teacher Ms. Samantha 
O’Connor said. 

Musk announced the $7.99 monthly 
subscription shortly after he gained 
control of the company as a way to 
monetize Twitter, but he declared 
the subscription wouldn’t be released 
until after the midterm elections 
on Nov. 8 in fear of subscribers 
impersonating the accounts of high-

profile companies and sending out 
disturbing or controversial messages. 

While impersonations didn’t 
occur during the election, they 
were abundant on the platform 
immediately after Twitter Blue’s 
release on Nov. 9. Users posed as 
companies like Eli Lilly, PepsiCo, 
Nintendo and even Tesla, sending 
fake messages and tweets. According 
to the New York Times, 140,000 

people had signed up for 
Twitter Blue as of Nov. 10. 

“In the teacher world on 
Twitter, I’ve seen a lot of people 
just leave Twitter because it’s 
not what they signed up for 
and there are other platforms 
that feel safer,” Ms. O’Connor 
said. 

Musk addressed the chaos 
on Nov. 10, announcing 
that official labels should be 
given to big advertisers. In 
an attempt to prevent further 
impersonations, Musk banned 
new users joining Twitter on or 
after Nov. 9 from subscribing 
to the program, and blocked 
previous users from changing 
their names. 

He also vowed to 
permanently suspend any 
non-parody impersonation 

accounts. However, he 
announced his intention that 
a ‘parody’ subscript would be 

added to parodical impersonations. 
This declaration has caused many 
users to leave the platform, such 
as the magazine Playbill whose 
managers, according to the New York 
Times, announced they would stop 
using the platform because they feel 
as if “the line between actual news 
and insidious rhetoric has become 
blurred beyond recognition.”

The future of Twitter is yet to be 
determined, but the world will have to 
wait to see how far Elon Musk will go 
to pursue his goals.  

Elon Musk’s Twitter take over stirs drama

Harpeth Hall students vote in historic midterm elections cont.
BY LUCY FARRINGER
News Reporter

Besides the House and Senate 
elections, four constitutional 
amendments were also voted on in 
Tennessee. All four received passage 
into Tennessee’s two-part process 
for amending the state Constitution. 
Amendment 1, the “right to work” 
law, allows workers to withdraw 
from joining a union and paying 
dues. Amendment 2 states that the 
lieutenant governor can take charge 
if the governor is unable to perform 
his or her duties. Amendment 3 
deals with the prohibition of slavery 

of those convicted of crimes. 
Finally, Amendment 4 annuls 
the ban 
of clergy 
serving 
in the 
legislature. 

Not only 
did our 
state have 
important 
midterms, but many of Harpeth 
Hall’s very own seniors voted for 
their first time in the elections. 

“Getting to vote on election day to 
help in an election where it felt like 

the young people had an impact--it 
felt really good,” Annie Linley said.

Young 
voters are 
extremely 
influential 
in elections 
as many 
campaigns 
discuss 
topics they’re 

impacted by; however, the young 
voter population has declined 
over recent years, causing many 
younger generations not to have an 
impactful voice. 

“I feel like it’s important for the 
integrity of our democracy to vote,” 
Linley said. 

While the midterm election 
results are incomplete, the 
trajectory for the next few years 
is a little clearer with Republican 
House control and Democratic 
Senate control. Arguably, the 
most important conclusion from 
the election is the step away from 
extremist parties, which is a critical 
step indicating the future of our 
democracy. 

TROUBLE WITH TWITTER: Elon Musk delivered his TEDTalk in California in 2013, early in his career as an entrepreneur, 
CEO, and tech magnate. Photo courtesy of James Duncan Davidson.

“Getting to vote on election day “Getting to vote on election day 
to help in an election where it to help in an election where it 
felt like the young people had felt like the young people had 
an impact--it felt really good.”an impact--it felt really good.”

- Senior, Annie Linley
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Unknown winner becomes a billionaire after historic Powerball jackpot  

Somali government remains hesitant to declare famine
BY LILY BOWEN
News Reporter

Somalia is currently 
experiencing its worst drought 
in four decades, which has been 
linked to climate change. The 
result has been an increasingly 
waning livestock population 
and multiple years of crop 
failures, leading to an estimated 
7.1 millions Somalis in need of 
food assistance. However, the 
government has yet to officially 
declare a famine. 

Such a declaration would trigger 
the flow of far more aid than the 
country is currently receiving. 
The official declaration would 
also alert western nations that are 
primarily concerned with sending 
aid to Ukraine.

President Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud cites several reasons 
for holding off on a declaration, 
with the main concern being 
the terrorist group Al Shabab. A 
central operation of Al Shabab is 
blocking aid, so the government 
fears that an increase in aid would 
give the group more opportunities 
to strike.

The government is also afraid 
that declaring a famine will shift 
their aid money from long-
term developmental programs 
for education and healthcare to 
emergency response.

“Infrastructure and education 
are obviously really important, but 
if people are dying from hunger, 
you can’t really take advantage of 

those things,” Upper School social 
science teacher Trevor Erlacher 
said. “It becomes a moot point.”

Current aid workers are insistent 
that the situation has reached the 
threshold of a famine. There is 
little to no data on hunger levels 
in certain areas controlled by Al 
Shabab, but aid workers estimate 
the situation is just as bad if not 
even worse in those regions.

Aid workers are also afraid of 
history repeating itself. In the 
2011 famine, more than half of 
the casualties occurred before the 
official famine declaration.

“The current situation certainly 
looks to be headed that way,” Dr. 

Erlacher said.
Somalia’s head government 

official on drought response, 
Abdirahman Abdishakur, had 
denied the government’s hesitancy. 
However, he did acknowledge 
Somalia’s need for aid. He insisted 
that wealthy countries should 
supply the necessary aid for 
countries like Somalia that are 
suffering from climate change.

This notion, which is shared by 
government officials in several 
developing countries, was recently 
formalized into an agreement at 
the U.N. COP27 Climate Summit. 
The goal of the agreement is to 
compensate developing countries 

dealing with the effects of global 
warming, although it is still 
unclear how this will work in 
practice.

Aid flow to Somalia has 
increased since September, when 
the U.N. released a statement 
saying famine was “at the door” of 
Somalia. The U.N. also asked Al 
Shabab to allow easier flow of aid.

As Somalia faces its fifth 
consecutive failed rainy season, 
Somali farmers are severely limited 
in their capacity to cultivate crops 
and livestock. Failed harvests, 
pandemic supply-chain issues, and 
the Russia-Ukraine war have all 
contributed to a rise in the price of 
common foods, and costs in some 
areas have tripled.

These rising prices are not 
only a cause of the now rampant 
malnourishment in Somalia, but 
are also inhibiting treatment; the 
cost of a peanut-paste often fed 
to malnourished children has 
risen by 23 percent according to 
the U.N. Additionally, but the 
number of children in clinics has 
more than doubled since last year, 
resulting in resources being spread 
thin.

While the government remains 
hesitant as the number of 
casualties begins to grow, it’s clear 
that aid workers feel something 
needs to be done.

“One child dying is far too 
many, let alone hundreds,” Somali 
N.G.O leader Nimo Hassan said.

BY MEG WINSTON
News Reporter

November 8, 2022, was a life 
changing day for an Altadena, Calif. 
resident who bought a Powerball 
card and matched the winning 
numbers in Joe’s Service Center, a 
local gas station.

 The identity of the winner is still 
undisclosed, though it will become 
public when the vetting process 
is complete. The vetting process 
investigates the legitimacy of a ticket 
and the winner’s claim to the ticket. 
When vetting is finished, the state 
of California will require the winner 
to reveal his or her identity to the 
public. 

After the Lottery announced 
technical difficulties on Monday and 
a delay in the drawing to Tuesday, 
the winner won the massive sum of 
$2.04 billion, the largest powerball 
jackpot to date. Prior to this, the 
largest powerball win was totaled to 
$1.58 billion, won by three winning 
couples in California, Florida and 
Tennessee in 2016. 

In addition to the win, the owner 
of Joe’s Service Center, Joseph 
Chahayad, was rewarded $1 million 
for selling the winning ticket. 
Chahayard is a Syrian immigrant 

who traveled to the United States 
of America with hopes of living the 
“American dream.” 

While he handed out baklava 
with his daughter outside of his 
store on Nov. 8th, Chahayed shared 

his plans to use the money for his 
children and grandchildren so that 
they can expand their education and 
businesses. Chahayard had formerly 
sold a $77,000 Fantasy 5 ticket. 

“Millionaire made here” posters were 
switched to “Billionaire made here,” 
decorating the exterior of his shop 
the day of the win. 

This win became the fifth lottery 
sum to have surpassed $1 billion 

within the past five years. This 
Powerball drawing period began on 
Aug. 6 and started as $20 million, 
while growing significantly over a 
period of three months. It exceeded 
its predicted amount of $1.9 billion 
on the scheduled day of the drawing 
on Nov. 7, to its total $2.04 billion 
on the delayed day of the drawing 
on Nov. 8. Powerball stated that the 
odds of winning this Powerball were 
one in 292.2 million.

After taxes, the winner took 
home approximately $628 million. 
Opting for the lump sum, or the 
entire winning amount, instead of 
thirty annual payments, the amount 
automatically dropped to $997.6 
million. Additionally, the sum was 
reduced by federal taxes of first 
24% to go directly to the IRS, and 
supplementary federal income taxes 
of 37%, since the winner is in the top 
37% bracket. Luckily for the prize 
winner, the state of California does 
not tax Powerball winnings, or the 
sum would be increasingly lowered. 

FEELING LUCKY?: The outside of the store where the winning ticket was bought on Nov. 8. 
Photo courtesy of Michael Blake (Reuters).

FIGHTING FAMINE: Khadra Sulieman takes care of her children at the Internally Displaced 
Peoples camp in southeastern Somalia. Photo courtesy of  Oxfam East Africa.
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BY CAILIN RORK
Copy Editor

The holidays are finally 
here, and with that come 
many fun activities to try. 
From Starbucks flavors to 
Christmas lights, this list is 
sure to keep you busy 
and having a great time.

The new Starbucks 
festive drink flavors, 
including the 
peppermint mocha and 
caramel brulee latte, are 
a crowd-favorite and will 
keep you warm during 
the winter months. With 
exam season coming up, 
try studying at a Harpeth 
Hall favorite, the Belle 
Meade Starbucks, to get 
work done while still 
having fun. 

The arrival of 
winter always brings 
great entertainment, 
namely the Nutcracker, 
performed by the 
Nashville Ballet annually, 
and the Mini Nutcracker, 
performed by the Metro 
Parks Dance Division, 
that even features some 
Harpeth Hall students. The 
Nutcracker at the Tennessee 
Performing Arts Center 
runs from Dec. 9-24 and is 

a popular way to spend a 
winter afternoon or evening. 
The Mini Nutcracker right 
here at Harpeth Hall had 
performances from Dec. 2-4, 
and it is another ballet that is 

popular with families that is 
put on annually. 

“When I was little my 

whole family made it 
a tradition to go to the 
Nutcracker every year on 
Christmas. I remember I 
always loved getting to see 
the ballerinas. This year, I 

believe we are reinstating this 
tradition, so I’m super excited 
about that!” sophomore Anna 

Cate Graham said. 
Around Nashville, there are 

a multitude of events to go 
do or see. The holiday lights 
at Cheekwood are open from 
Nov. 19 to Jan. 8, and going 

to see them with friends or 
family is always an enjoyable 
way to spend a cold winter 

night. 
The Gaylord Opryland 

Resort is another great place 
to see Christmas lights, as 
well as a giant Christmas tree. 
Though the lights are within 

the resort, they are a 
separate attraction from 
the hotel itself, so it is 
not necessary to be a 
hotel guest to see them. 
Additionally, there are 
many restaurants within 
the resort that are great 
for eating a nice dinner. 

A third holiday event 
right here in Nashville 
is Enchant, which is 
located in First Horizon 
Park and is open from 
Nov. 25 to Dec. 30. 
Featuring a Christmas-
themed maze, ice 
skating and a Christmas 
market, Enchant is an 
entertaining event for 
people of all ages to 
enjoy. 

While each of these 
activities, ranging from 
ballet to ice skating, is 
unique, they are all sure 

to bring festive cheer 
to the holiday season this 
winter.  

Ring in the holiday season with festive activities 

BY LENA QIAN
Features Editor 

On Oct. 12, STEM Center for Girls 
Director and Upper School math 
Teacher Jennifer Webster became 
Dr. Jennifer Webster. After 5 years of 
studying and research, Dr. Webster 
received her Ph.D. in math and 
science education with a focus on 
mathematics.

Part of the reason Dr. Webster went 
to pursue a doctoral 
degree was to tie up 
some loose ends. After 
receiving her masters, 
she, uninterested in 
Math Education but 
interested in math, 
started to pursue a 
Ph.D. in math. Because 
of several reasons, 
however, including 
the negative male-
dominated environment, 
Dr. Webster decided to 
go back to Nashville and 
reevaluate. 

During her time 
of reassessment, Dr. 
Webster taught at 
Belmont for a year and 
then taught at Harpeth 
Hall. At this time, 
she realized that she, after around 
20 years, was interested in Math 
Education and wanted to continue 
what she had started.

“It was one of those bucket list 
things. I had started on a Ph.D. in 
math and never finished,” Dr. Webster 
said.

In 2010, once hearing from a friend 
about a Ph.D. program at Middle 
Tennessee State University that 

focused not just on education but also 
on math and science, Dr. Webster was 
hooked.

Another reason Dr. Webster decided 
to pursue her doctoral degree was 
because of her experiences at Harpeth 
Hall. She wanted to continue learning 
new ways of teaching to help her 
students.

“I taught enough years that I wanted 
to go back and revisit what’s new in 

education. What can I learn that could 
benefit my students?” Dr. Webster 
said.

Winning the Lulu Hampton Owen 
Chair for Excellence in Teaching 
award in 2016 also inspired Dr. 
Webster to continue learning, as it 
gave her the monetary component to 
help get her started again.

“The support from Harpeth Hall in 
that regard gave me the spark to go 

back,” Dr. Webster said.
The process of attaining her Ph.D. 

went as follows. Her first two years at 
MTSU were loaded courses scheduled 
at night, in 
which she 
felt she had 
gained a new 
perspective.

“When I 
went back to 

school, it 
was very 
humbling 
to be a 
student again, and it gave me a 
new perspective as a teacher just 
to remember what it was like to 
balance all the different classes you 
take and how exciting it is to be 
learning new stuff everyday,” Dr. 
Webster said.

In the third year of her pursuit 
towards a Ph.D., Dr. Webster took a 
series of comprehensive exams, and 
once passing, she became a doctoral 
candidate.

At this time, she chose an 
advisor, committee and a problem. 

Dr. Webster, influenced by her 
experiences at Harpeth Hall, 
was particularly interested in 
grades, testing, gender studies and 

confidence levels in girls.
“So many girls tend to be 

perfectionists and look more at 
grades than learning sometimes, so I 
was really interested in studying the 
connection between the way we assess 
and grade students and how that 
impacts their confidence and math,” 
Dr. Webster said. 

As a result, Dr. Webster chose her 
proposal to be on the connection 

between assessments and other 
activities in class with confidence, 
specifically in girls. To do so, she 
proposed to start with a voluntary 

survey, 
pick five 
case study 
participants 
and follow 
them 
through 
a unit of 
study.

After her 
proposal 

had been approved by the committee, 
she obtained permission from the 
school to conduct research, got her 
proposal approved by the Institutional 
Review Board at MTSU, and finally, 
after the parents of the students she 
shadowed gave consent, Dr. Webster 
was ready to start her study.

Once she had collected all her data, 
she performed statistical analysis 
on what she had gathered and wrote 
up her findings, discoveries and 
conclusion into five chapters. From 
her doctoral process, Dr. Webster’s 
view of students was radically 
changed. 

“I sometimes think that students are 
so focused on grades, and I was very 
pleasantly surprised how dedicated 
our students are to the learning 
process,” Dr. Webster said.

After five years of studying and 
research, Dr. Webster will formally 
graduate from her program on 
December 10, 2022. Honeybears, 
please give a warm Harpeth Hall 
welcome to Dr. Webster.

The Doctor is in: introducing Dr. Jennifer Webster 

PASSING BY: Cars zoom past the Tennessee Performing Arts Center, which has served as an artistic escape in the heart of downtown Nashville 
since 1980. Photo courtesy of TPAC. 

SMILES FOR SUCCESS: Dr. Webster smiles with her capstone advisor, Dr. 
Alyson Lischka. after defending her dissertation on Oct. 12. Photo courtesy of Dr. 
Jennifer Webster.

“The support from Harpeth Hall in “The support from Harpeth Hall in 
that regard gave me the spark to go that regard gave me the spark to go 
back.”back.” - Dr. Jennifer Webster, STEM 

Center for Girls Director and 
Upper School Math Teacher
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BY ANAYA SINGH 
Opinions Reporter and Copy Editor

Mustache season has arrived for 
the male faculty on the Harpeth 
Hall campus. Nov. 1 marks the 
start of Movember, an annual 
event involving the growing of 
mustaches during the month of 
November to raise awareness of 
men's health issues, including 
prostate cancer and mental health. 

The Movember Foundation 
began in 2003 when two men 
met in Australia for a drink and 
began to joke about bringing the 
mustache back in trend. Inspired 
by a friend’s mother fundraising 
for breast cancer, these two men 
turned their love of the mustache 
into a campaign regarding men’s 
health. 

The rules these two men devised 
still apply today. The movement 
caught wind and is now official 
in 21 countries. Over the course 
of these past 20 or so years, the 
movement has raised over 485 
million US dollars, funding over 
1,000 men’s health programs. 

The emphasis lies on men’s 
health for a variety of reasons. 
Prostate cancer is the most 
commonly diagnosed cancer in men 
in the United States. Globally, more 
than 1.4 million men are diagnosed 
yearly with prostate cancer. 

Additionally, men’s mental health is 
largely neglected within the broader 
mental health conversation, so 
Movember aims to shed light on its 
importance. According to the CDC, 
men account for nearly 80% of all 
suicides. Furthermore, the Movember 

Foundation reports that on average 
globally, one man dies by suicide 
every minute of every day.

Movember is powered by men 
growing their mustaches out during 
the month of November. Upper 
School Science Teacher Dr. Gary 
Schott and Upper School Social 
Sciences Teacher Dr. Nicholas 
Oschman are the two male faculty 
members who grew their mustaches 
out for Movember this year. 

Dr. Schott has been consistently 
participating in this event for various 

reasons. He believes in the importance 
of the cause and believes the charity is 
responsible with how they spend their 

money. Additionally, he believes it is a 
good reason to grow a cool ‘stache. 

Dr. Oschman began participating in 
this event because of Dr. Schott whose 
commitment to the cause inspired 
him.

In order to raise money for 
Movember, the goal is to appeal to 
friends and family to give money 
to the foundation, essentially as a 
trade for walking around with a 

mustache for a month. Of course, 
many will donate to the fund without 
growing out a mustache, like Upper 

School English and Media Arts 
Teacher Joe Croker this year. 
Additionally, it is required to 
upload incremental updates of 
the enlarging mustache to the 
Movember Foundation website. 

Previously, the male faculty 
members have raised up to $500 
and this year, they have already 
made $595. 

In past years, more of the male 
possé were known to participate, 
including Upper School Math 
Teacher Tad Wert, Upper School 
Social Sciences Department Chair 
Dr. Ben Fulwider, retired faculty 
member Dr. Jack Henderson and 
Croker.  

When asked about the decline 
in male faculty participation, 
Dr. Schott replies that many now 
make excuses of their wife not 
letting them. He also mentions 
that it is inconvenient as Preview 
Day is typically the first Sunday 
of November, which is not 
necessarily the best time for a 
patchy, barely-there mustache. 

“Fulwider got us all started on it 
you know, I think he’s intimidated by 
the stache. He can’t handle it,” Schott 
said. 

Cited as a dying tradition at 
Harpeth Hall, Dr. Schott and Dr. 
Oschman encourage members of the 
male faculty to revive the spirit of 
Movember. The impact of donations 
and increased awareness far outweighs 
the temporary fashion faux pas of the 
mustache.

A Hairy Situation: male faculty show support 

BY HALLIE GRAHAM
Editor-in-Chief

Well, folks, we’re officially in the 
home stretch. Maybe your exam study 
schedule went out the window the 
day after you started; maybe you’re 
spending every morning in Bullard 
because it has gotten too chilly to chat 
with friends on the senior patio; maybe 
you’re just trying to get to Dec. 16th at 
11:00 a.m. Whatever the case may be, 
time is warped in the space between 
Thanksgiving and Winter Break. 

In one sense, time absolutely stalls, 
as the reward of Winter Break on the 
horizon makes time seem slower. In 
another, time absolutely flies; the sprint 
to the Holidays is a short one because 
the juxtaposition of shorter days and 
more work allows deadlines to creep 
up and surprise you. But everyone has 
a different opinion about time’s relative 
speed. 

The weather? One Reddit user had 
a strange theory; as time particles 
heat up they move faster, concluding 
that time moves faster in the summer 
than it does in the winter. A guy from 
South Carolina disagreed, saying that 
Southern humidity makes everything 
slow down. 

Daylight savings time? Since the 
sun sets earlier and rises later, time 
speeds up in the winter because of the 
darkness of Tennessee-gray winter 
days. It’s dark by 5:00 p.m. here in 
Nashville, but looking out the window 

while doing homework or driving 
home from practice, it feels like it’s 
midnight already. Conversely, the 
presence of the perpetual darkness 
makes the day a slog: everything 
is harder in the dark. Getting up is 
harder. Driving is harder. Homework is 
harder. 

Age? The older we get, the faster 
we perceive time. In a 2019 article for 
Harvard’s Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences, 
Professor 
Adrian 
Bejan 
presents an 
argument 
based on 
the physics 
of neural 
signal processing. According to Bejan, 
as we age, electrical signals must 
travel greater distances in our brains, 
so signal processing takes more time. 
Older people perceive fewer ‘frames-
per-second;’ more time passes between 
the perception and a new mental 
image. 

There is not a definitive answer 
out there for why our perception of 
time bends and stretches throughout 
the year. From Reddit to Harvard to 
Logos’s very own newsroom, we do 
not have answers for you. But we do 
know one thing. Whether time actually 
speeds up or slows down this time of 
year, we’d like to take you back in time; 

back to each Logos issue this year. 
Consider this your Logos Wrapped. 

March 2022: masks, the Polar Bears, 
late-start Wednesdays, the War in 
Ukraine. March’s retrospective theme 
was Harpeth Hall and the world’s 
emergence from the COVID-19 
pandemic. In fact, the word 
‘COVID-19’ appeared in print 22 times 
in 2022. The Polar Bears became the 
first hockey team not only at Harpeth 

Hall, but 
also the 
first all-girls 
high school 
hockey 
team in 
Tennessee. 
The War 
in Ukraine 

continues into December. 
May 2022: Dining Hall renovation, 

farewells, positive sports’ culture at 
HH. May’s issue was one of hellos 
and goodbyes. The Harpeth Hall 
community said goodbye to Ms. Heath, 
Ms. Ting and our beloved Ms. Lemon 
and Mrs. Hamilton. Though, we said 
hello to a plan for a new dining hall. 

August 2022: schedule and uniform 
updates, the first installation of 
Locos, Brave the Seas in 2023. The 
August issue marked a fresh start: 
the beginning of the school year. The 
Upper School gained a new leader, 
Mrs. Fondren-Bales. Pants were added 
to the uniform, and Community Time 

was returned to the afternoon. 
October/November 2022: the 

midterms, McDougal’s burned, 
‘Midnights’ released, the bowling team 
struck back. October/November was 
chaotic, as represented by the diversity 
of newsworthy topics that appeared in 
the issue alongside a number of typos.

December 2022: the World Cup, a 
State Cross Country Championship 
win, and national letters of intent. 
Harpeth Hall sports dominated this 
issue along with a healthy dose of 
Holiday spirit. 

While each issue has a theme, 
whether intended or retrospectively 
assigned in an Editors’ Note, Logos 
this year has certainly operated under 
a theme as well: gratitude. At Logos, 
we’re grateful for our staff: for every 
pitch meeting, every article, every 
lingering edit comment on Google 
Docs, every idea, every picture and 
graphic. We’re also grateful for Diet 
Coke, Olivia’s spotify playlists and Jet’s 
Pizza who owes a sponsorship due 
to the sheer amount of deep dish we 
purchase. 

But we’re grateful for you too, 
our readers. You gave us State 
Championships to write about, 
thoughtful interviews and grace when 
there are a few too many commas in a 
sentence. 

So, in this season of gratitude, Happy 
Holidays from the Logos family to 
yours. 

Editors’ Note: wrapping up the year with Logos Wrapped

GHOST OF MOVEMBER’S PAST: Current and former male faculty members pose with their grown-out mustaches for a 
past Movember photoshoot. Photo courtesy of Dr. Gary Schott.

While each issue has a theme, While each issue has a theme, 
whether intended or retrospectively whether intended or retrospectively 
assigned in an Editors’ Note, Logos assigned in an Editors’ Note, Logos 
this year has certainly operated this year has certainly operated 
under a theme as well: gratitude.under a theme as well: gratitude.
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BY CAROLINE FORD
Columnist

Many male teachers like to rock the 
look of a nice button-down, with the 
occasional pullover or blazer over top, 
while female teachers usually sport an 
array of outfits, ranging from a nice top 
featuring a skirt or pants or even a dress, 
or a business suit.

However, business attire comes at 
a hefty price. Most new, long-lasting 
business casual clothes are listed at 
a starting price of $50-$100 and are 
processed in factories that produce 
copious amounts of carbon dioxide. With 
a hefty price tag alongside an abundance 
of CO2 comes a long-lasting impact on 
the Earth’s environment and expensive 
clothes. 

On the other hand, fast fashion is 
inexpensive clothing produced rapidly 
by mass-market retailers in response to 
the latest trends that are produced in 
factories that emit large sums of CO2. 
These factories and associated businesses 
emit 1.2 billion tons of CO2 into the 
atmosphere every year. This large sum 
amounts to 10% of greenhouse gas 
emissions. If the pace of production in 
fast fashion picks up, it will increase by  
50% by 2030.

With so much CO2 floating around, 
57% of all discarded clothes end up in 
the landfill, and this mass of CO2 has 
accumulated up to 60% since 2012. 
Fighting fast fashion, Maxine Bédat is the 
founder of the New Standard Institute 
and an architect of New York’s Fashion 
Sustainability and Social Accountability 
Act, which is currently winding its way 
through the State Legislature. 

“Prolonging the active lifetime of a 
garment by two (using the garment in 
its original form twice as many times as 
average), will decrease the climate impact 
by 49 percent,” Bédat said.

What is there to do about all this 
climate mess? 
How can 
the Fashion 
Industry 
combat the 
struggles 
and ins and 
outs within 
the garment 
industry? The 
Harpeth Hall 
faculty has set 
examples as to 
how to fight 
fast fashion.

The Science 
Department 
within 
Harpeth Hall 
has notably 
been a prime 
figure in 
the fashion 
scene. What’s 
their secret? 
Upper School 
Science 
Department 
Chair Legare 
Vest has all 
the insight 
into how the department has tackled fast 
fashion and good style all in one. “We 
are all about cleaning out the closets and 
passing things around,” Vest said. 

She also described her process of 
upcycling her son’s old clothes and 
bringing them to Jennifer Perry’s son, 
who passes his old clothes to Jacquie 
Watlington’s son, Dr. Ben Fulwider’s son 
and Buffy Baker’s son, Upper School 

Science 
Teacher, 
Head of 
Winterim, 
Upper School 
History 
Teacher, and 
Upper School 
Wellness 
Teacher, 
respectively.

    The 
sharing does 
not stop at 
spreading 
fashion 
down to 
the younger 
generation, 
yet the love 
of style 
swapping 
continues 
in Harpeth 
Hall’s own 
halls. Vest 
notes that 
sharing 
clothes, 
especially 
business attire 

has been common among the faculty. 
With business casual clothes becoming 
more expensive and the Earth’s timeline 
ticking, sharing has been caring.

“I have a couple of Ms. Perry’s favorite 
dresses or shirts that I have worn. And 
through that, I have found that I like 
some of the designers that she fancies,” 
Vest said.

     With trends cycling in and out every 
week, the Science Department has paved 
the way by sticking to saving the earth 
and dodging fast fashion as a whole. “As 
a faculty, we are not into fads,” Vest said. 
It’s not all about the trends but creating 
change and a positive influence in the 
community.

Upper School Visual Arts Teacher 
Carmen Noel has been a voice within 
the community through her actions 
of sharing clothes and teaching a class 
on fast fashion during Winterim. She 
believes that there are actions among the 
faculty to try and work towards a better 
global environment. “I do know that 
there’s a lot of people on the faculty who 
have their own green initiatives at heart,” 
Noel said.

Noel’s drive to fight back against 
fashion stemmed from her experience at 
Harpeth Hall. 

 “We have talked about maternity 
clothes being passed along. That’s where 
my initiative with second-hand fashion 
started,” Noel said. “It’s hard to want to 
buy clothes for a very short season of 
life. I got a lot of my clothes from Mrs. 
Griswold and have passed those clothes 
over to Dr. Jacobs. A lot of people have 
passed along for that particular season.”

Whether it’s through the Science 
Department at Harpeth Hall or sharing 
maternity clothes, the faculty continues 
to use fashion as a tool to fight against 
climate change. 

Upper School faculty fights fast fashion 

BY ALSTON RIDDICK 
Arts & Entertainment Reporter

This year is a year of firsts for Harpeth 
Hall’s dance program. While many 
cherished dance traditions continued 
under Director of Dance Nicole 
Belsante’s leadership stewardship, one 
significant change was the addition 
of student-choreographed dances 
performed at the recent dance recital 
in Nov. Cumulatively, both the fall 
and spring concerts feature pieces by 
seniors Priyanka Chiguluri, Luca Cyr, 
Sarah Martin Sachtleben, Lailah Rucker 
and Ruby Wolter and sophomore Kelly 
Aquino.

In the past, dance students were 
part of a three-level system, where 
only the highest-level student group 
could choreograph a single piece for 
each concert. Belsante’s system allows 
any Upper Schooler to present her 
choreographed dance ideas. Once 
proposed dances are approved, Belsante 
supports her dancers by periodically 
meeting with them and providing 
feedback. 

She encourages each dancer by making 
sure she is confident in her piece. 
Although Belsante supports student 
choreographers throughout the process, 
the students do the entirety of the 
choreography and teaching.

Senior Priyanka Chiguluri 
choreographed a solo for herself in 
addition to a trio for seniors Caroline 
Seehorn, Luca Cyr and herself.  “I 
essentially would go to my room, open 
up a notebook, play the song over and 
over again, and fill up the counts,” 

Chiguluri said. 
Cyr also tried her hand at 

choreography, creating a piece for a 
group of six dancers, which included 
seniors and sophomores Leelee 
Campbell, Caroline Seehorn, Priyanka 
Chiguluri, Ashley Maliakal, Jori Winfrey 
and Sarah Martin Sachtleben. She 
described her process as taking shape on 

the fly. 
“So I kind of choreographed it as I 

went, like as I was teaching it which 
ended up working well because you 
could try things with a group and you see 
if it works or not and go from there,” Cyr 
said.

While Cyr and Chiguluri both 
choreographed individually, seniors 
Sarah Martin Sachtleben and Lailah 
Rucker choreographed a group hip-hop 
piece collaboratively. 

“First, we just picked our song and 
then we just kind of started from the 
beginning. We knew what we wanted, 
how many people we wanted and started 

formations. Ms. Belsante would give 
us feedback, but that was once we had 
already started,” Sachtleben said.

It took the student choreographers one 
to two months to teach their pieces to the 
dancers, and they overcame  challenges 
throughout the process. 

“It has been a lot of work, but it was 
self-inflicted. We signed up for this, and 
I think it’s been a little bit of a learning 
curve to see how much work it takes to 
choreograph a piece, especially when 
you’re just starting out,” Chiguluri said.

One of Cyr’s biggest obstacles was the 
song selection. 

“Honestly, the hardest part was picking 
a song because you need to pick a song 
that works with a dance, which has to be 
counted in eights, not threes; so it was 
hard choosing a song that I liked that fit 
with the dance,” Cyr said. 

In spite of the learning curve, the 
choreographers ultimately felt that the 
challenge of choreographing their own 
dances was a fantastic experience. 

“It’s really good exposure, and it 
really has helped me understand my 
choreographers for other pieces better 
and how hard they have worked to make 
their pieces come to life. Now I have so 
much respect for them,” Chiguluri said.

Cyr had an equally positive experience 
when the various elements of her 
process culminated in her final piece. 
“So it was kind of culminating when it 
all came together. It was a lot of different 
things I had worked on coming together 
and it was very satisfying to watch and I 
was very proud of it,” Cyr said. 

 Through the process of choreography, 
Harpeth Hall dancers are going beyond 
the techniques of dance and learning 
to navigate their own forms of self-
expression. This new element of student 
choreography is challenging dancers to 
lead confidently and to shape the future 
of the dance program. 

Student Choreography spins onto Harpeth Hall’s stage

TEACHER FASHION: Legare Vest poses in one of her favorite outfits 
on Nov. 30. Photo by Mary Meacham, Columnist.

LEAPING FORWARD: Upper School dancers perform contemporary choreography by senior Luca Cyr in the 
fall Dance Concert on Nov. 17. Photo by Rory Fraser.
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Ghosts of HH’s past haunt the halls
BY VERONICA PIERCE
Features Writer

Though Halloween has left us, there 
are still many paranormal activities that 
seem to occur in the everyday lives of 
students at Harpeth Hall. Whether it be 
the strange echoey space in front of the 
Wellness Hallway of the Middle School 
or the rumors that have spread about the 
theatre bathrooms, it is clear that Harpeth 
Hall is very much a subject to strange 
happenings. 

Some of the earliest ghost stories of 
Harpeth Hall date back to the Belmont 
Mansion which was later turned into 
Harpeth Hall’s predecessor, Ward 
Belmont. According to a report of 
Nashville’s creepiest spots, Belmont 
Mansion and the story of Adelicia 
Atkinson are up high on the list. 

Adelicia Atkinson was a well-known 
lady of high society known as the 
“Mistress of Belmont.” Throughout 
her life, she hosted many parties for 
prominent figures including President 
Andrew Johnson and Alexander Graham 
Bell. 

“Unfortunately, Adelicia endured 
ridiculous amounts of tragedy throughout 
her life, burying two of her husbands and 
having six of her children die before the 
age of 12,” stated the 
previously mentioned 
report. 

Belmont Mansion 
soon became Ward-
Belmont, and students 
reported seeing 
Adelicia roaming 
around the halls of the 
school, particularly 
the early business 
school. Specifically, 
in more recent years, 
Belmont University 
students reported that 
around Christmastime 
celebrations, they often 
hear the rustling of old 
dresses around the halls. 

As we near winter 
break, if you take a tour 
of Belmont, perhaps you 
will feel the presence of 
the Mistress of Belmont, 
preparing for holiday 
festivities.

When Ward-Belmont turned into 
Harpeth Hall, the paranormal activities 
didn’t disappear. Some of the first-hand 
accounts of strange happenings can be 
found in the depths of the library, in the 
often dark room that is the Harpeth Hall 
archives. 
Upon 
entering, 
one will 
see old 
magazines, 
yearbooks 
and 
athletic 
wear. Yet, it is the portrait of a young lady 
on the wall that may draw one’s attention.

“You have a lot of mysteries in the 
archives,” Resource Librarian and 
Assistant Archivist Leigh Mantle said. 
“For instance, take this portrait of a young 
lady. No one knows who she is or how she 
got here.”

When looking through the archives 
for any details about spooky events at 
Harpeth Hall, the only search results 
are some old tapes from the mid-1900s. 

These tapes contain an interview of Patty 
Chadwell, who graduated from Ward-
Belmont in 1935 and went on to work at 
Harpeth Hall as the athletic director from 
1951-1981. 

Throughout the recording, Chadwell, 
with a thick and slow Nashville accent, 
talks about the athletic requirements for 
the Upper School, how seniors used to be 
allowed to smoke in the senior house and 
the early George Washington celebrations 
at Ward Belmont. When asked about 
the supposed Ghost of Souby Hall, 
she relayed 
some strange 
anecdotes.

“I’m not too 
familiar with 
the Ghost of 
Souby Hall, but 
those in that 
building say 
that strange 
things go on in the attic, and the light 
comes on and goes off and things like 
that,” Chadwell said.

The subject of the Ghost of Souby Hall 
has been a long-discussed topic, and 
some teachers working at Harpeth Hall 
today can recount rumors surrounding 
this unknown specter. 

“I’ve been up in my classroom really 
late sometimes, and I often see this light 
come on in the second floor of Souby,” 
Upper School Science Department Chair 
Legare Vest said. “I’ve always assumed it 
was the Ghost of Souby Hall.”

Today, people speculate about who 
the ghost 
could be. 
Dianne 
Wild, who 
worked 
in Souby 
up until 
2015, 
had some 

of her own theories. According to her, 
the real ghost was Mrs. Souby, the first 
headmistress of Harpeth Hall. 

“Although Mrs. Souby didn’t die until 
years later, and especially given that many 
of our classes were in Souby Hall, I feel 
certain we talked about the fact that she 
was still ‘in the building,’” Wild said. “If 
any of us had the occasion to climb the 
steep stairs to the attic, it was always with 
the comment that we were going to see 
Mrs. Souby.”

Though Souby Hall has been 
considered a hotspot of eerie instances 
throughout the past, current students 
have their own opinions of the spookiest 
places on campus. Some of these locations 
include the front steps of the library, the 
Massey bathrooms and the gravel lot at 
night.

However, the most popular place 
that students cited as a creepy spot was 
the theatre—specifically, the theatre 
bathrooms just under the main gallery 
staircase.

“I’ve 
heard 
rumors 
that the 
bathroom 
in the 
theatre has 
ghosts in 
it,” senior 
Ann 

Gailor Strobel said. “People will hear 
random things, and toilets will flush when 
there’s no one in there.”

Similarly, the downstairs of the theatre 
was also mentioned as a place where 
one might be better off surrounded by 
classmates and friends. As a recent stage 
manager for the fall musical Into the 

Woods, senior 
Hallie Graham 
spent a lot of 
time downstairs 
working on many 
components of the 
show. 

“The dark 
theatre is pretty 
scary, especially 
the costume closet 
when you’re down 
there by yourself. 
There could be 
anything behind 
those costumes,” 
Graham said.

Though rumors 
are one thing, 
actual experiences 
are another. 
Senior Savannah 
Silvester can 
attest to that. Last 
year, while she 

was at school on the weekend, Savannah 
and some of her classmates were in the 
staircase of the third floor of Wallace 
when they heard something out of the 
ordinary. 

“I remember that we were standing 
on the top of the Wallace staircase, and 
we heard a loud yell or screech coming 
from the bottom of the staircase. We went 
downstairs and checked, but there wasn’t 
anyone there,” Silvester said. “I was really 
freaked out, especially because it was 
during the weekend, and I knew there 
wasn’t anyone else at school.”

To this day, neither Savannah nor the 
other students know what they heard or 
who it was. All of that said, they are sure 
of one thing: whatever they heard was not 
human. 

Whether it is the ghost of Adelicia 
Atkinson or the thing that goes bump 
in the theater bathrooms, Harpeth Hall, 
throughout its long history, has had a 
ghostly past. So if you feel the hairs on 
your neck stand up, just remember it’s just 
part of a (para)normal day at school. Who 
knows? Some long-forgotten ghost may 
be lurking behind you.

“I’ve been up in my classroom really “I’ve been up in my classroom really 
late sometimes, and I often see this late sometimes, and I often see this 
light come on in the second floor of light come on in the second floor of 
Souby.”Souby.”

- Upper School Science 
Department Chair Legare Vest

“I’ve heard rumors that the bathroom “I’ve heard rumors that the bathroom 
in the theatre has ghosts in it.”in the theatre has ghosts in it.”

- senior, Ann Gailor Strobel

SPOOKY SOUBY: Souby Hall stands hidden behind ominous trees on Dec. 3. Photo by Davern Cigarran, Video Editor.
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Proud privilege to sing? McMurry’s stark decline 
Auditorium’s deterioration must be acknowledged for the future of Performing Arts
BY JULIA ALLOS
Columns Editor

It was a lovely Thursday morning in 
choir class in 2018 when Mrs. Turner 
congratulated the class on finishing our 
sight reading by giving us candy. 
13-year-old Julia rushed to open 
the candy bin only to find half-
eaten candy and a full family of 
cockroaches climbing around 
the tootsie rolls. 

It is time for McMurry to go. 
No matter the subject, every 
single group that takes the stage 
at Harpeth Hall is disadvantaged 
because of the outdated 
performing arts building. 

Cockroaches are not 
unfamiliar sightings for many 
that traipse the halls of the 
McMurry building. In fact, 
in AP Music Theory, we even 
have a “class mascot.” It’s a dead 
cockroach next to my desk that 
no one wants to touch. Honestly, 
I prefer the dead cockroaches to 
the live ones that scamper across 
the floor almost every F Block. 

Because the dance and choir 
rooms are in a literal basement it 
is no surprise that cockroaches 
and rodents call it home. The 
Music Theory and choir rooms 
do not even have any windows. These 
classrooms would not be allowed if the 
building was built today. Along with 
the lack of windows, the steps leading 
downstairs are so steep that they are 
not up to code, and the building is not 
handicap accessible.

Practicing in the basement with no 
windows might be better for the choir 
than what the orchestra gets. They 
practice in Morrison gym. Imagine 

how incredible Harpeth Hall’s orchestra 
would sound if only they were given 
access to a building with better acoustics 
than their current locale: a space 
previously used for rowdy basketball 

games outfitted with a wooden floor and 
concrete walls.

The dancers are also obligated to 
practice in the gym instead of being in 
a real studio. Even when the dancers are 
able to practice in the studio downstairs, 
there is a pole in the middle of the 
room that limits the dancers’ space 
and how they can cross the floor. To 
make matters worse, the floors in the 
dance hallway are concrete, so when 

the dancers do any sort of jump, it hurts 
their feet and sends shock waves up 
their legs. 

“Most teachers don’t even have us do 
jumps because of how dangerous it is 

for our feet. It really limits our ability to 
learn technique” said Veronica Pierce 
‘23. The state of the dance rooms is 
unacceptable and restricts the dancers’ 
experiences.

Even for students who are not 
involved in the performing arts, the 
state of the Francis Bond Davis theater 
affects all students and faculty. There are 
730 students and 95 faculty members 
at Harpeth Hall, so in all school 

assemblies, there should be around 820 
people in the theater on any given Day 
2, but there are only 727 seats. 

Haven’t you noticed the entire faculty 
sitting in foldable chairs or standing in 

the back during assemblies? 
I remember being in the 5th 
grade when most teachers 
had comfortable seats in the 
auditorium for each assembly. 
But now, 7 years later, there 
is not even enough space in 
the auditorium for the entire 
student body, but there is also 
no more room for any seats to 
be added. 

I understand that creating a 
new building is expensive and 
that Harpeth Hall may not have 
the finances to start bulldozing 
just yet. And I understand that 
people donated specifically for 
Bullard to be done, and that 
is why Bullard was renovated 
first. But donations don’t occur 
at random. Donors and alumni 
are targeted for specific types 
of donations. So why does it 
seem like the administration 
is ignoring possible plans for 
McMurry? We’re told there’s 

a plan, but when will that plan 
be put into action? There is no 

specific timeline that has been shared 
with the Harpeth Hall community. 

McMurry’s problems are not simply 
cosmetic. The structure and layout 
of the building limits and negatively 
impacts the capabilities of the orchestra, 
Dance Company,  choir, and thespians. 
It would be a prouder privilege to 
sing in McMurry if the quality of the 
building reflected the value of our 
education. 

BY AVA CASSIDY
News Editor

Imagining the world without movie theaters 
seems sort of like imagining Harpeth Hall 
without Campbell plaid—is it even possible? 
However, movie theaters quickly seem to be 
going out of style as streaming services gain 
popularity and aftershocks from the pandemic 
continue to linger.

About 500 screens have been shut down 
since the beginning of the pandemic, and 
Cineworld (the company that operates Regal 
Cinemas) 
filed for 
bankruptcy 
at the end 
of October. 
Furthermore, 
movie theater 
attendance 
peaked in 
2002 and has been declining ever since until 
reaching an all-time low during the pandemic 
years. 

Right now, one thing is clear: movie theaters 
need a blockbuster (lots of blockbusters, 
actually) to stay relevant. Fortunately, those 
blockbusters are being made. Unfortunately, 
many will never be shown in a theater. 

For example, “Glass Onion,” the sequel 
to “Knives Out” which made $311 million 
globally, will only release for a limited run 
in theatres before transitioning to streming 
on Netflix next month. Similarly, highly 
anticipated TV series like “The Witcher,” “The 

Mandalorian,” and “Ted Lasso” will bring 
in more revenue for Netflix, Disney+, and 
AppleTV respectively. 

“All the money right now is basically held 
by these large streaming companies like 
Netflix and their ilk,” campus photographer, 
videographer, and film studies teacher Rory 
Fraser said.

As much as I look forward to binge 
watching Netflix over Winter Break, I can’t 
help but balk at the thought that movie 
theaters might go extinct in my lifetime. It’s 

absolutely 
certain 
that there’s 
something 
about seeing 
a movie in a 
cinema. The 
big screen 
and the 

sound obviously contribute to the ability of the 
viewer to be immersed in a film. 

“I think something is lost when you don’t 
get to have that specific experience with a 
feature film and going to a theater to engage 
with it literally on a large scale,” Mr. Fraser said.

Additionally, I think there’s something about 
going out for the express purpose of seeing a 
movie that makes the experience more real. 
Watching a movie at home on the couch 
seems casual and spontaneous. Watching a 
movie in an IMAX theater where the sound 
is so loud it rattles the seats feels at once more 
authentic and more hyperbolic. 

“I think mostly the theatrical experience for 
me is that you’re being overwhelmed by the 
sensory experience of the film both visually 
and with sound. It’s larger than life, and that’s 
what cinema is,” Mr. Fraser said. 

The increasing 
popularity 
of streaming 
services as 
opposed to 
traditional movie 
theaters has also 
given rise to a 
new kind of film 
media: cinematic, 
episodic TV 
series like “The 
Crown,” “Game 
of Thrones,” and 
“Euphoria.” 

“It’s not just 
that movies 
are now being 
released by a 
streaming distribution, it’s that now there’s this 
whole new class of media,” Mr. Fraser said, “It’s 
almost like a new format.” 

As these series become more popular, the 
feature film format seems more and more like 
a relic of Hollywood’s past. 

“The big question is: is it going to 
completely supplant the traditional feature 
film?” Mr. Fraser said.

However, even though things are looking 
down for the continued existence of feature 

films, independent filmmakers are thriving in 
an industry dominated by the Internet rather 
than DVDs and ticket stubs. 

Similarly to independent musicians, indie 
filmmakers don’t have to market their movies 

at film festivals 
anymore. 
Rather, they can 
simply make 
a deal with 
a streaming 
service or sell 
their films 
online.

“Because of 
this method 
of distribution 
on the Internet 
via streaming 
platforms, you’re 
much more 
likely to find an 
audience,” Mr. 
Fraser said. 

Clearly, both good and bad can come 
out of the growing popularity of streaming 
platforms. While independent filmmakers can 
gain access to an industry that is notoriously 
difficult to break into, movie theaters and 
the feature film format may literally and 
figuratively pay the price. 

The 2020s may well be remembered as the 
decade when cinema changed forever.

The day the movies died: theaters’ popularity fades

“THERE’S A ROACH IN MY CELLO!”: “THERE’S A ROACH IN MY CELLO!”: McMurry building for the performing arts at Harpeth Hall School on Friday September 2, 2022. McMurry building for the performing arts at Harpeth Hall School on Friday September 2, 2022. 
Photo by Mary Meacham, Columnist.Photo by Mary Meacham, Columnist.

MOVIE STARS: MOVIE STARS: Seniors Mary Meacham, Susanna Payne, and Vee Seniors Mary Meacham, Susanna Payne, and Vee 
Counter attend a movie at the Regal Green Hills Movie Theater on Counter attend a movie at the Regal Green Hills Movie Theater on 
5 November 2022. 5 November 2022. Photo by Senior, Sarah Jean Caver.Photo by Senior, Sarah Jean Caver.

“I think mostly the theatrical experience for “I think mostly the theatrical experience for 
me is that you’re being overwhelmed by the me is that you’re being overwhelmed by the 
sensory experience of the film both visually sensory experience of the film both visually 
and with sound. It’s larger than life, and that’s and with sound. It’s larger than life, and that’s 
what cinema is.”what cinema is.” - Mr. Rory Fraser
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Twitter under Musk opens arena for hate speech
Elon Musk’s attempts at promoting free speech are exploited by extremists
BY ANNA KERR
Opinions Reporter

Elon Musk recently purchased Twitter 
and from day one has worked to change 
the app “for the better,” in his opinion. 
His proposed changes include reviving 
Vine on the platform, making people pay 
for a subscription to the app, and cutting 
jobs. It is safe to say Musk’s threatening 
and looming plans have produced a lot 
of distress within the Twitter community. 
However, the most notable change that 
many are worried about is the startling 
rise of hate speech that stems from Musk’s 
attempt to make Twitter a greater platform 
for all free speech. 

Ever since these proposed changes have 
been brought to light by news platforms, I 
have been worried about what Twitter will 
turn into. I don’t want to see it become a 
haven for hate speech.

Merriam-Webster defines hate speech 
as any speech which expresses hatred of a 
particular group of people. Furthermore, 
hate speech is employed with the goal 
of insulting, offending, or intimidating 
people. The rise of polarizing viewpoints in 
commonplace political discourse has only 
fueled the rise of hate speech. Said politics 
have quickly made their way onto social 
media platforms that define significant 
portions of modern culture. 

Facebook is one of the most notable 
platforms to receive serious accusations for 
promoting hate speech. Though Facebook 
does try to remove the hate speech 
whenever possible, the persistent presence 

of hateful messages have proven their 
efforts to be futile. Hate speech’s increasing 
prominence on major social media 
platforms, in 
addition to 
pre-existing 
political 
divisions, have 
contributed 
significantly 
to the extreme 
polarization of 
America.

This 
overwhelming 
influx of 
extreme 
political 
speech has 
began to 
plague Twitter 
as well, as the 
number of 
hateful posts 
have spiked 
in the wake 
of Musk’s 
acquisition. 
According to 
the Huffington 
Post, the 
number of 
antisemetic 
posts have risen by 61%, slurs against Black 
Americans have tripled, and homphobic 
comments have increased by an upwards of 
50%. If Twitter stops regulating hate speech 

on the platform, hyperpartisanship will rule 
social media more than it already does. 

Musk’s aim to govern Twitter as a place 
for greater 
free speech 
has been 
exploited 
by political 
extremists, 
granting 
them major 
opportunities 
to spread  
beliefs that 
can cause 
significant 
harm to 
numerous 
marginalized 
groups. 
When 
Twitter says 
that all free 
speech is 
allowed, 
racist groups 
will use 
that to their 
power to 
spread false 
rumors 
towards 
vulnerable 

people on the internet. 
With a highly-anticipated presidential 

election coming up in 2 years and the runoff 
from Georgia’s congressional election in 

recent memory, Musk’s new Twitter policies 
will only separate Americans even more. 
Uneducated Americans and those who 
have adopted misinformation as the truth 
will be given a voice to further spread that 
misinformation. Eventually, it will reach 
naive young voters and render them blind to 
their shift toward political extremes. 

Twitter’s newly-potent identity has the 
potential to affect something that everyone 
at Harpeth Hall with social media has 
witnessed: cancel culture. Cancel culture, 
the idea that a social media star can get 
loads of hate for accidentally saying or doing 
the wrong thing, has become increasingly 
commonplace across several prominent 
social media platforms. 

Social media stars are put on a pedestal 
as they are constantly held to perfectionist 
standards. If they slip up and make a 
mistake even once, they can lose everything 
they have worked for. Twitter’s free speech 
policy will create a space where cancel 
culture is welcome. 

Elon Musk’s acquisition of Twitter has 
brought many changes to the company. 
Millions have lost their jobs, and now people 
will be able to say whatever they want to 
whomever they want. By majorly revamping 
many of Twitter’s integral policies as an 
attempt at promoting free speech, Musk is 
transforming Twitter into a platform that 
will give voice to those online tormentors 
who want nothing more than to bring others 
down. Overall, I believe this new policy will 
contribute to the rising turmoil and cause 
more polarization within American society. 

Quizlet proves detrimental to students’ learning
BY RUTHIE GAW
Opinions Reporter

Quizlet is a beloved study tool 
and learning 
application 
used by 
millions of 
students. Its 
user-generated 
flashcards 
have been a 
staple of many Harpeth Hall girls’ 

study routines since middle school. 
No one could ever picture this 
sacred learning service causing any 

academic problems, 
right?

Wrong. Many 
teachers across 
various disciplines 
discourage using 
Quizlet for multiple 
reasons, with some 

concerns stemming from the bigger 

issue of paper versus computer 
learning. The contrast between 
learning the “old-school” way with 
paper and pencil versus with a 
computer and stylus divides the 
student body and teachers. 

Teachers naturally gravitate 
towards the traditional pen-and-
paper approach, thus taking a 
negative position towards Quizlet. 
Quizlet can cause problems in 
students’ learning making it harder to 

learn complex material, resulting in 
less retention or mastering incorrect 
content because of an error in making 
the study set. 

“When you write something out, 
we know that you tend to remember 
it because you are going through the 
motion of writing the word,” said 
Upper School Science teacher Legare 
Vest.

Continued on LogosNow. 

FREE AS A BIRD: FREE AS A BIRD: Elon Musk delivered his TEDTalk in California in 2013, Elon Musk delivered his TEDTalk in California in 2013, 
early in his career as an entrepreneur, CEO, and tech magnate. early in his career as an entrepreneur, CEO, and tech magnate. Photo Photo 
courtesy of James Duncan Davidson.courtesy of James Duncan Davidson.

Music tops the charts as an effective exam destressor
BY KIRAN DHILLON
Opinions Editor

With midterm exams ominously 
approaching, it’s good news that everybody 
—students and faculty—already has one 
of the most effective stress relievers at their 
disposal. It can be accessed from phones, 
laptops, cars, television, and non-digital 
platforms. It has many variations, allowing 
individuals to discover and explore their 
favorite type. Music plays an integral role as 
a stress reliever, and to pass up such a tool 
during times of heightened anxiety could 
very well hinder one’s success. 

Music in all forms—from recreational 
listening to music therapy—can significantly 
reduce stress levels and aid emotional 
regulation. Listening to music is a process 
by which the inner ear translates the music’s 
vibrations into electrical signals that are 
eventually interpreted by the brain. As the 
brain puts together all of this information so 
that you can sense the musical experience, 
emotions and bodily systems are affected.

Music therapy has become an increasingly 
prominent treatment for stress disorders 
such as severe anxiety and PTSD: that, alone, 
serves as proof of music’s ability to regulate 

negative emotions. A 2020 overview study 
featured in the Health and Psychology 
Review suggests that listening to music can 
lower heart rate and cortisol levels, release 
endorphins, and distract from external 
stressors to improve our emotional wellbeing. 

These significant physiological effects 
also apply to stress relief in one’s daily 
routine. Even a couple of listening sessions 
with favorite artists can contribute to 
one’s wellbeing amidst mental turmoil or 
exhaustion. 

Your own emotions may serve as proof 
of these statistics. Whenever your favorite 
pop song starts to play from your queue or 
on the radio, you likely feel rejuvenated by 
its dynamic melodies. Conversely, when you 
hear a somber tune, the soft ebb and flow of 
the rhythm may bring your mood down as 
it brings up tender memories that make you 
sad. Lofi music’s soothing beat and muffled 
sound attract students of all ages because of 
its calming effect in times of stress. On the 
other hand, a brief delve into the world of 
hyperpop may leave you as energized as a 
three cups of coffee. 

Moreover: the sheer number of music 
genres, alone, is a testament to how diverse 

music is as a stress reliever. Each individual’s 
perception of what types of music conjure 
certain emotions 
is different from 
the next one. 
Therefore, there 
is more than 
enough musical 
variety for 
everyone to have 
their favorite 
music for each 
emotion. 

For example: I 
personally enjoy 
City Pop music 
because of the 
unique chord 
progressions and 
upbeat rhythms 
that put a hop 
in my step with 
every listen. 
Moreover, City 
Pop gives me an unmatched sense of joy and 
energy that refuels me in times of stress and 
mental exhaustion. For some of my other 
peers, however, that same feeling is conjured 

by metal, lofi, indie pop, and classical music. 
The expansive variety of music and 

individual music 
tastes makes it 
increasingly clear 
that music is one of 
the most accessible 
ways to relieve 
stress. Even so, 
some may argue 
that there are other 
destressors that 
are more efficient 
to them. Whether 
or not that is the 
case: whatever your 
stress release outlet 
may be, embrace it. 

At the end of 
the day, everyone 
has their own jam 
that helps them 
manage their 
stress. Especially 

during exam season, I encourage everyone to 
utilize that outlet to efficiently enhance their 
performance. 

The most detrimental aspect of The most detrimental aspect of 
Quizlet is that students can share Quizlet is that students can share 
study sets without accountability. study sets without accountability. 
Quizlet is yet another avenue for Quizlet is yet another avenue for 
misinformation to be shared and misinformation to be shared and 

copied.copied.

RHYTHMIC RELAXATION: RHYTHMIC RELAXATION: Jadyn Turbeville begins reviewing Jadyn Turbeville begins reviewing 
for exams while listening to music at Harpeth Hall on Nov. 29. for exams while listening to music at Harpeth Hall on Nov. 29. 
Photo by Mary Meacham, Columnist.Photo by Mary Meacham, Columnist.
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BY KIRAN DHILLON
Opinons Editor

In a progressive world where 
numerous societal blights are being 
scrutinized, avoiding polarization 
in the form of extreme viewpoints 
on any subject has proven to be a 
significant challenge.
This polarization 
presents itself in 
people’s ideas and 
actions, alike. Recent 
responses to politically-
significant events 
reflect the prevalence 
of increasingly-
radical ideologies 
being integrated into 
commonplace political 
discussion. 

Historic art has 
not been spared from 
the current uptick 
in severity when it 
comes to political 
demonstration. 
Following harrowing 
protests in the middle 
of busy freeways, protesters from several 
radical climate movements--most 
notably the Just Stop Oil movement--
have set their sights on renowned art 
museums as a means to publicize their 
desperate call for action against climate 
change. 

Throughout the past couple of months, 
vandalizing historic art with the aim of 
increasing  awareness for climate change 
has been a trend among European 
climate activists. Two of the most notable 

demonstrations involving attempted 
destruction of historic art pieces have 
been at London’s National Gallery and 
Potsdam’s Barberini Museum. Both 
demonstrations involved two members 
of climate activism organizations 
throwing food, including tomato soup 

and mashed potatoes, at Van Gogh’s 
“Sunflowers” and Claude Monet’s 
“Grainstacks.” They then glued their 
hands to the wall and expressed their 
disdain for the general public’s apparent 
indifference toward climate change while 
waiting for museum security to have 
them arrested. Neither of the art pieces 
were damaged. 

The activists’ message is summarized 
by a statement by Phoebe Plummer, 
one of the activists who targeted Van 

Gogh’s painting in London. “What is 
worth more, art or life? Is it worth more 
than food? Worth more than justice?” 
Plummer said. 

These climate activists are targeting 
paintings to send a message of urgency 
about climate change and emphasize 

the world’s greater 
importance of 
materialistic things 
such as art. They hope 
that, by threatening 
something with 
cultural value without 
destroying it, people 
can see how larger 
systemic issues, such 
as climate change, 
are often ignored. As 
proven by countless 
news stories, social 
media posts and 
reactions of support 
and disgruntlement: 
they have certainly 
achieved their goal of 
shedding light on the 
issue. 

Despite the underlying rationality of 
their cause, arguably the most pressing 
parts of the climate activists’ message 
have been gravely overshadowed by the 
apparent irrationality and hypocrisy 
of their demonstrations. Is targeting 
historical art pieces the most effective 
way to turn the world’s attention to 
climate change? 

Even though climate change has 
once again been emphasized as a 
threat to humanity, many linger on the 

ridiculousness of the vandals’ actions 
instead of the crucial message they 
are trying to convey. Shock factor has 
become a common theme among the 
several ways people convey political 
messages, mainly because it draws 
much of the public’s attention quickly. 
According to an article from The 
Review, someone viewing Van Gogh’s 
“Sunflowers” after the incident with Just 
Stop Oil commented, “It’s not right to 
throw soup all over a masterpiece as a 
way of denouncing climate change.” 

Moreover: during the incident in 
Potsdam, one climate activist spoke 
about the tragedy of severe famines 
that are products of climate change. 
Meanwhile, they kneeled in front of the 
dripping fresh food that they threw over 
Monet’s “Grainstacks.” In this instance 
especially, the activists’ message was 
overshadowed by the hypocrisy of their 
actions in comparison to their words. 

Just Stop Oil has emerged as yet 
another political organization that has 
turned to destruction as a means of 
drawing attention to an increasingly 
radical demonstration methodology.

Ultimately, radical climate activists 
have had their messages overshadowed 
by the hypocrisy and irrationality of 
protesters’ actions as well as the physical 
cost of their demonstrations. In the case 
of the recent slew of art vandalisms, 
those costs take the shape of arrested 
persons and damaged pieces of historic 
art. The extent to which these actions 
truly advocate for the climate change 
movement is up to each individual that 
witnesses the event themselves. 

SOUP ON SUNFLOWERS: “Just Stop Oil” protesters smear soup and stick themselves to museum 
walls. Photo by Antonio Olmos.

Food for thought: are mashed potatoes on Monet effective?

“39 Steps” production takes the stage; Hitchcock classic
BY ANNA CATE GRAHAM
Arts & Entertainment Editor

As I nestled into my seat that has been 
occupied innumerable times by sleeping 
MBA boys during a mundane assembly 
and the lights dimmed, a mocking 
British voice over enveloped the theatre, 
marking the beginning of “The 39 
Steps.” 

“The 39 
Steps” was 
originally a 
1915 novel 
by John 
Buchan, 
but was 
more 
notably 
adapted as an Alfred Hitchcock feature 
film in 1935. 

The MBA production replaced 
Hitchcock’s Robert Donat with 
Philip Held as the sophisticated and 
sometimes foolish Englishman, Richard 
Hannay, and Madeleine Carroll with 
Logos’ own Hallie Graham to portray 
Pamela Edwards. 

The play follows Richard Hannay, a 
man wrongly accused of murder, and 
his journey and confusion around 
what the 39 steps truely are. Entangled 
in the whole conspiracy is Pamela, an 
innocent bystander turned love interest 

to Hannay. 
By my fourth viewing of the show, 

I had the fast paced, thickly accented, 
witty dialogue down, but the clever use 
of prop and set never lost its savor. 

Sophomore Kiki Christopher saw 
the show twice and said, 
“I loved the show! I 

thought what 
they did 
with their 
limited props 
was really 
creative.”

The 
director of 
the MBA 
production, 

Joseph Bromfield, 
and the entire cast 
transformed four chairs 
into a screeching car, a 
lightshow into a bustling 
party and puppets into a 
fast paced man hunt with 
ease and wit. 

“The expression and 
inclusion of the audience 
really made the show 
come alive,” sophomore Lucy Mitchell 
said. 

Instead of the Hollywood norm, 
a transition from stage to screen as 

seen in “West Side Story” (1961), “His 
Girl Friday” (1940) and a favorite of 
the Hall, “Mamma Mia” (2008), “The 
39 Steps” was adapted from movie to 
theatre by MBA. 

 Adapting films to the theatre is no 

easy feat, especially with the complexity 
and length that comes with Hitchcock 
(many have tried and many have failed); 
however the MBA/ Harpeth Hall 

collaboration cast pulled together the 
mystery and cleverness with moxy and 
concision. 

Comic duo Junior Mary Alice Pierce 
and Freshman Larkin Wilson fed off of 
each other’s every word. Their versatility 

was astonishing, 
portraying 
underwear 
salesmen, an 
old Scottish 
couple running 
an inn, and 
two policemen 
whose fingers 
Richard Hannay 
constantly 
slipped through. 

The talent 
required from 
both MBA and 
Harpeth Hall 
actors was met 
with vigor and 
energy at all 
four shows, with 
the final being 

just as spritely as 
the first.

The jokes and transitions of the MBA 
production were as seamless as the 
show’s transition from Hitchcock’s star 
studded silver screen to stage.

CELEBRATING THE SPOTLIGHT: Seniors pose after the MBA/HH “39 Steps” show. Photo by Anna Cate Graham.

“The expression “The expression 
and inclusion of the and inclusion of the 

audience really made audience really made 
the show come alive,”the show come alive,”

  - sophomore, Lucy 
Mitchell
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BY JOSEY BEAVERS
Features Editor

Todd Cassetty, father of fifth grader 
Kate Cassetty, created and produced a 
theatrical performance with a modern 
touch based upon impactful women in 
country music.

Debuting Nov. 3rd, “She Believed 
She Could” draws upon the legacies 
of Nashville icons, like Dolly 
Parton and Miranda Lambert, while 
simultaneously allowing up-and-
coming female artists to share their 
own music. 

With a mixture of live music 
and seamlessly edited videos, the 
audience reflected upon the past and 
present contributions of women in 
the industry. Six artists, who are all 
a part of Cassetty’s collective Song 
Suffragettes, performed both original 
and well-known songs. 

Founded almost nine years ago by 
Cassetty, Song Suffragettes is the first 
ever all-female singer-songwriter 
round and takes place every Monday 
night at The Listening Room Cafe. 

The group has given many women a 
place to be heard and valued in a genre 
that is often rather male-focused. 

Cassetty said, “We’re proud of the 
community of talent we’ve built and 
honored that we can provide a positive 
environment where women can come 
together to hone their craft, sharpen 
their performance skills and find like-
minded creatives with whom they can 
share their talent and dreams.”

In its relatively short existence, 
Song Suffragettes has had 380 singer-
songwriters play at its highly-curated 
show, with 27 of them landing 

recording contracts. Members of the 
Song Suffragettes community include 
stars like Kelsea Ballerini, Carly Pearce, 
GAYLE and Lainey Wilson.  

With this same caliber 
of excellence in mind, 
Cassetty described his 
aims with creating “She 
Believed She Could.” 

Cassetty said, “I 
wanted to take the 
best elements of Song 
Suffragettes - super-
talented women with 
great original songs 
and powerful stories 
- and mix those with 
the songs and stories of 
some of the most iconic 
women in country 
music.”

Though the six 
singer-songwriters 
in “She Believed She 
Could’’ all fall under the 
umbrella of “country 
music,” each woman 
possesses a distinct 
sound. 

Jillian Dawn boasts 
a broad vocal range 
and a poppier repertoire while Kaylin 
Roberson’s music mixes classic twang 
with fresh tempos. Belles’ voice 
is charismatic and silvery with an 
undeniable stage presence to match. 
LAYNA pairs moody lyrics with 
pulsating rhythms to captivate the 
listener. With elements of pop and 
western, Maddie Walker’s tone is sweet 
while Regan Stewarts puts a feminine 
twist on the genre. 

The artists hail from varying 
backgrounds and regions, from 
Nebraska to Massachusetts to 
Alabama, but they are connected 

through their creativity and drive. 
Cassetty said, “Creatively, they all 

have different sounds, vocally and 
musically, along with differing points 
of view in their musical creations. But 
collectively, they stand together as a 
united team with unrivaled support for 
one another and the overall vision for 
our show.”

The show not only provides an 
opportunity for these artists to 

showcase their talents, but it also 
offers a chance for viewers to enrich 
their taste in music, their knowledge 
of country icons, their appreciation 

for female 
creatives and 
their pride 
in being a 
part of the 
Nashville 
community. 

“Life is full 
of pitfalls 
and pivots, 
but if you 
truly want 
something, 
the main 
intrinsic 
engine has 
to be an 
unflinching 
belief in 
yourself, in 
your vision, 
in your talent 
and in your 
dreams…

You just gotta 
believe,” 
Cassetty said. 

“She Believed She Could” can be 
viewed at the recently refurbished 
Woolworth Theatre in downtown 
Nashville. The show is on a hiatus 
during the holidays but is hoping to 
relaunch during the spring tourism 
season. 

This performance is an inspirational 
ode to the contributions of female 
artists and a hopeful reminder of the 
creativity that is to come. 

“She Believed She Could” makes space for women in country music

SHE BELIEVED AND BOWED: Cast of “She Believed She Could” has a congratulatory closing. Photo Courtesy of 
Todd Cassetty.

Streaming services damages music royalties for artists
BY MICHELLE IKIJANI
Arts & Entertainment Reporter

Today, streaming is being used by a 
variety of people for all music types: 
young and old, rap and classical. Recently, 
the rapid growth of the music industry 
has led to questions on the widely-used 
business model system and what it means 
for both artists and consumers. 

Although 
these companies 
continue to 
exponentially 
profit, numerous 
artists on their 
platforms claim 
they aren’t 
getting what they 
deserve.  

Major 
companies pay 
artists fractions 
of a cent, even 
when their songs 
have millions 
of streams. It is 
difficult for small 
artists to create 
a living wage 
when streaming 
companies 
like Spotify are paying anywhere from  
$0.003-0.005 per stream or roughly two 
thirds of every dollar they make from 
music to the rights holders. 

Most platforms today have turned to 
the “pro-rata” business model system. 

As the International Federation of 
Musicians described it, “In the pro rata 
model, the users’ monthly fees generate 
a total amount, from which the money is 
distributed in proportion to all listening 
times. The model, therefore, favors the 
rights holders of the most listened tracks.”

In a year-end report from the Recorded 
Industry Association of America, they 

noted that streaming has now made 
up about 83% of the music industry’s 
revenue. 

However, when streaming revenue 
splits between the artist, the label, the 
production team and publishers, not 

much is really left. For example, with 
Spotify’s $0.004 per stream pay out, 
artists need millions of streams to make 
anything significant. 

Comparing physical and digital 
distribution percentage contracts from 
record labels becomes important to 
consider. Before the rise of streaming, 
many artists agreed on physical 

distribution contracts with 
their labels, meaning most 
of their profit would source 
from physical distribution 
such as CDs, performances, 
and merch. Now, as 
streaming services have 
become an indispensable 
part of the industry, many 
artists don’t have the added 
benefit of digital distribution 
in their label contracts.

Although the economics 
of this industry are far from 
perfect,  artists around 
the world spoke up about 
what they wanted to see. 
As a result, some platforms 
have altered their previous 
business models. For 
example, SoundCloud has 
recently switched from a 

“pro-rata” system to a “user-centric” 
model. This type of system allows a music 
consumer’s subscription to be distributed 
purely based on what they listen to, not 
by percentage of specifical artist streams, 
creating a more equitable distribution 

process not only for the artist but also for 
the fan. 

Senior Ella Allen agrees with the user-
centric model, claiming it was clearly 
better for the artist. 

“I think the money the subscribers are 
spending to be on Spotify and to listen 
to artists they enjoy, specifically that 
subscriber’s money, should go towards 
the artist,” she said. 

SoundCloud recently commented after 
their business model shift. “It’s about 
equity: your money goes to the exact 
artists you listen to.” 

Even as the user-centric model seems 
to be more profitable for the artist, not 
many platforms made the switch. 

As critics see it, figuring out what each 
person’s streams are worth and then 
distributing that into royalties could 
be difficult for the streaming services. 
Although it may take more work, it does 
prove to be more profitable. In a recent 
study by Centre National de la Musique, 
they stated their content for genre 
specific music if there isn’t a complete 
shift to user centric modeling.“This 
system must be changed now because if 
the revenues generated are too low for 
certain genres/repertories, then they will 
simply disappear, as no one can afford to 
produce this music anymore.”

 The debate over whether streaming 
is here to stay is gone, but the time of 
understanding ways to make streaming 
equitable for everyone involved is just 
getting started. 

ILLUMINATION OF THE LUMINEERS: The Lumineers perform in Bridgestone Arena on September 1st, 
2022. Photo by Mary Claire Smith
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BY GRACE BLANKENSHIP
Sports Editor

     On Nov. 9, Harpeth Hall celebrated three 
of its very own seniors in the Green Gym as 
they signed their national letters of intent to 
continue their athletic careers at the Division 
1 level. 

    Bella Guillamondegui, Sophia Williams 
and Elizabeth Aylward committed themselves 
to the University of Notre Dame to run track 
and field, row at the University of Wisconsin, 
and Virginia Tech to play volleyball, 
respectively.

    Guillamondegui, although a runner for 
most of her life, first began her athletic career 
through swimming. Her commitment and 
love of swimming, as well as her dream of 
competing in the Olympics for the sport, 
overshadowed running for a long time. She 
always assumed she would swim in college, 
not run.

    “I didn’t really get into running until 
my freshman and sophomore year of high 
school. I definitely had the talent, but I was 
still swimming a lot then,” Guillamondegui 
said.

However, her aspirations of swimming in 
college and eventually the Olympics changed 
with time as she entered her later years at 
Harpeth Hall. 

     She fell in love with cross country, slowly 
growing out of her passion for swimming. As 
she did so, her abilities on the cross country 
and track teams shone brightly, and it became 
clear that if she so desired, Guillamondegui 
would be able to run at the Division 1 level.

    Once she decided she did want to 
continue running in college, There were 
multiple factors that went into Bella’s 
decision. She wanted to attend somewhere 
that was a good fit academically, provided an 
environment that promotes healthy runners 
and people, supportive coaches and a team 
that would push her to do her very best.

     On Oct. 8, Guillamondegui officially 
announced her commitment to continue 
her athletic career at the University of Notre 
Dame. “I was really nervous to announce my 
commitment to everyone,” Guillamondegui 

said. “I’ve never loved being in a big spotlight, 
but once I did, I was super excited to share 
it with everyone and it made my heart feel 
so warm to see so much support from those 
around me.”

   Sophia Williams, similar to 
Guillamondegui, also recently announced her 
commitment to continue her athletic career at 
the D1 level. 

   Williams will be competing for the 
University of Wisconsin women’s rowing 

team, which she officially announced on Sept. 
30.

   It is Williams’ fifth year rowing, and she 
was originally inspired to start because her 
little sister Gigi began rowing after reading 
the book “The Boys in the Boat,” which 
follows the story of nine young American 
men and their journey to taking home the 
gold medal in rowing from the 1936 Berlin 
Olympic Games and was a Harpeth Hall all-
school read in 2017.

      “[Gigi] fell in love with the sport and 
convinced me to try it. At first, I was hesitant 

because I was interested in so many other 
sports, but I soon realized how much I loved 
rowing and wanted to prioritize it,” Williams 
said.

      Williams didn’t always want to row in 
college, and it was not until her junior year 
that she realized she might want to continue 
her rowing career into the next level. Sophia 
spent a month training at the US Rowing 
Olympic Development Program, and it 
was there that she realized her interest in 

competing in a competitive and structured 
collegiate program.

   “Rather than feeling burnt out, I had 
gained a new sense of excitement and was 
eager to continue training. After realizing that 
competing at a D1 rowing program in college 
would be the perfect opportunity to unlock 
my potential as an athlete and compete with 
other highly driven rowers on the collegiate 
level, I became certain that rowing in college 
would be the right fit for me,” Williams said.

   Not only did Williams want to compete 
at a higher level, but there were also other 

criteria on her list that helped her determine 
where, exactly, she wanted to continue 
rowing. Williams said she wanted to be part 
of a team that was competitive towards other 
teams while also being supportive with each 
other, and she also wanted a school that 
provided good academics.

    “Wisconsin was everything that I was 
looking for in a school. The coaches’ and 
rowers’ positivity, drive and supportiveness 
was inspiring, and I cannot wait to be a part 
of the team and the University of Wisconsin 
for the next four years,” Williams said.

    Elizabeth Aylward, unlike both 
Guillamondegui and Williams, announced 
her official commitment to play D1 level 
college volleyball at Virginia Tech her junior 
year on Aug. 13 2021, instead of in her senior 
year.

   Aylward has played volleyball for Harpeth 
Hall since her seventh grade year and has 
played for the Bears varsity team since she 
was a freshman. Aylward also plays travel 
volleyball with Alliance Volleyball Club. 

   Although her senior season at Harpeth 
Hall recently ended, Aylward is excited for her 
quickly approaching future in the sport.

   “College volleyball has been a dream of 
mine for so long, and I am so happy I get to 
spend the next four years at Tech!” Aylward 
said.

   Aylward found everything she was 
looking for in a school at Virginia Tech. 
Her requirements were similar to that of 
Guillamondegui and Williams’: a welcoming 
campus environment that felt like home, 
supportive coaches, as well as a team that is 
encouraging and competitive. 

  “I chose Virginia Tech because I was 
home when I stepped on campus. The people 
I met were amazing and every person who 
has told me about Virginia Tech has said how 
amazing the athletic community is and how 
excited they are to be Hokies,” Aylward said.

  The Harpeth Hall community is 
extremely proud of all of its athletes and wish 
them the very best as they continue their 
athletic careers to the D1 level. 

ACTIVE PURSUIT OF SUCCESS: Senior cross-country star Bella Guillamondegui signs her national 
letter of intent to continue her running career at the University of Notre Dame on 9 November, 2022. 
Photo courtesy of Bella Guillamondegui.

Ambitious intentions: HH athletes commit to D1 colleges

Back for round two: HH Cross Country wins State
BY LUCY MCNALLY
Sports Reporter

The Harpeth Hall cross country team 
won the TSSAA state championship on 
November 3rd, bringing back the title for 
the second year in a row. 

The team trained rigorously for the state 
meet, beginning their season in July. After 
one of their top runners, Kate Wojokowski, 
graduated last year, the runners put forth 
extra determination and grit with the goal 
of another state win in mind. 

The meet took place at Sanders Ferry in 
Hendersonville, TN and consisted of a race 
of 3.1 miles.

Senior Bella Guillamondegui represented 
Harpeth Hall proudly as the 2022 
individual state champion. Not only did 
she win the race overall, but she also ran a 
personal best at the Sanders Ferry location.

“We can’t win the meet without everyone 
doing their jobs and it’s so awesome to see it 
come together,” Guillamondegui said. “The 
best part to me is the faith I am able to have 
in each of my teammates. I didn’t have to be 
nervous on the day of state, because I knew 
each of them was just as ready to do their 
part for the team as I was to do mine. And 
that is a really amazing thing to be able to 
have that kind of confidence in my team.” 

Guillamondegui will continue her cross 
country career at University of Notre Dame 
next year. 

Along with Guillamondegui, six other 
runners competed in the race with four 
placing in the top 15. Guillamondegui 

placed 1st with a time of  17:54.68, 
sophomore Annamaria Bacchetta placed 
5th with a time of 19:21.61, sophomore 
Lily Bowen with a time of 19:36.90, and 
freshman Lula Lowrance placed 14th with a 
time of 19:59.97. 

Junior Elizabth John, sophomore Lucy 

Farringer, and freshman Suki Junge also 
participated, contributing to the team’s win 
by 47 points. Junge was promoted to varsity 

in the morning of the race due to illness 
on the team, and despite a last minute 
adjustment, Junge demonstrated her 
strength as a runner. Tennessee MileSplit 
named her one of the most improved 
runners of the season.

“The freshman opened the season in the 

23s, had two races in the 22s, and a couple 
in the 21s prior to last Thursday,” stated 
Tenessee MileSplit. “At state, she closed out 
the Honey Bear scoring with a 20:31 and 
24th overall finish which was a 45 second 
improvement from her best incoming 
time…Coach Jervis’s squad will not hand 
the title over so easily next season.”

Coaching the champions is Coach 
Jenny Jervis, recently awarded the NFHS 
Tennessee Girls Cross Country Coach 
of the Year award for the 2021-2022 
season. Jervis led the Bears to back-to-
back TSSAA state championship wins in 
2021 and 2022. Leading up to state, Jervis 
noticed a substantial growth in the teams’ 
improvement. 

“The JV and Varsity had steady growth. 
Everybody had a nice progression and 
the Metro meet prior to state gave them 
a lot of confidence going into the final 
stretch,” Jervis said. She seeks to cultivate an 
environment not only of competitiveness 
but also of support. “It’s important to 
foster a sense of wellbeing for the whole 
team. Everyone matters, and we celebrate 
everyone’s successes,” Jervis said. 

Led by Coach Jervis, the team rallied 
together this year as competitors and as 
a family to bring home the second state 
championship title.

VICTORY LAP: The Cross Country team returns to campus after winning the state title on 15 November 
2022. Photo by Rory Fraser.
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Titans’ new stadium spurs financial worries

Volunteers trump Crimson Tide in massive victory
BY EVIE MOORE
Sports Reporter

Hope that had been built over a long 
season is now flattened for many members 
of the Harpeth Hall community who have 
piously watched their favorite color, vibrant 
orange, battle on the football field since the 
season’s open on Sept.1.

The Tennessee Volunteers football team 
has struggled. Having not won a national 
championship since 1998, only their second 
after winning one other back in 1951, 
UT fans have truly proved their devotion 
towards this football team by cheering them 
on even at their lowest. 

Nonetheless, this year, the Vols have 
done better than most of the Harpeth Hall 
community’s adolescent eyes have ever seen. 
At the beginning of the season, UT was 
undefeated for eight straight games. Also, 
the Vols beat the Alabama Crimson Tide for 
the first time since 2006, another milestone 
for the team. The Vols lost to Georgia and 
South Carolina. Both tears and blood have 
been shed, and it has been epic. 

The Tennessee Volunteers have a 10-2 
record, and fans are still joyous from UT’s 
electrifying game against Bama. “We beat 
Alabama! That game was incredible. It was 
a great game and everyone stormed the field 
and threw the giant field goal in the river!” 
sophomore Lyla Shcick said, regarding 
Tennessee’s victory against the tide. 

The victory was a moment so anticipated 
and exciting that middle and upper school 
orchestra teacher and huge Tennessee fan, 
Lori McDermott, printed out sheets from 
the Osborne brothers prominent song, 
“Rocky Top” and told her students to play 
it. Not knowing what they were playing at 
first, the students soon realized midway 
through the song. The few Bama fans in her 

class were upset, but the rest, UT fan or not, 
found it quite hilarious. 

Coach Josh Heupel is the leading catalyst 
for the newfound success of the team. He 
was hired by UT athletic director Danny 
White in 2021. Heupel was a former 
Oklahoma National Championship 

Quarterback Coach. He coached and played 
in multiple National Championship games, 
won eight conference championships, 
coached in 17 bowl games and coached two 
Heisman Trophy winners. 

The 2022 season is his fifth as a head 
coach, as he previously was Head Coach for 
the University of Central Florida. It is his 
second season in charge of the Tennessee 
Volunteers. 

Heupal integrated those pillars with 
the country’s fastest offense, 2.99 plays 

per minute and an ambushing defense. 
Heupel guided Tennessee to a 7-6 first-year 
campaign, including an impressive third 
place slot in the division. Heupel became 
just the fifth Tennessee Volunteers Head 

Coach in the last 80 years to win seven or 
more games in his debut season.

Along with a fresh coaching staff, the 
Volunteers have some new players that 
have largely contributed to the success of 
this team. Six foot four inch, 218-pound 
4-star quarterback Hendon Hooker, who 
previously played four years at Virginia 
Tech and came to the Volunteers after a few 
games in 2021, has not only carried the team 
with over 3,000 yards and 27 touchdowns 
this season but also was in the running for 
the Heisman trophy. 

Unfortunately, Hooker tore the anterior 
cruciate ligament (ACL) of his left knee 
midway through the fourth quarter during 
the South Carolina game, leaving him 
benched for the rest of the season. 

All hopes of winning a National 
Championship were crushed when 
Tennessee lost to South Carolina on Nov. 
19, 63 to 38. South Carolina’s season has 
been their best one since 2001 under Phillip 
Fulmer. 

The Tennessee Volunteers haven’t had a 
10 win season since 2007, which is before 
many Harpeth Hall students were born. 
This 2022 season, the Volunteers stand firm 
at 10-2 overall and 6-2 for the SEC. Many 
fans are devastated because if Tennessee 
had not lost to South Carolina, their playoff 
chances would be high. Prior to their loss 
to South Carolina, the Volunteers stood 5th 
overall and sat just outside of the National 
Championship. 

“I hope we make it pretty far into the 
championship and go undefeated the rest 
of the season,” Sophomore Lyla Schick said 
before UT’s loss to South Carolina. “We are 
way more successful this year than previous 
years.”  

BY GRACE BLAKENSHIP & EDEN POWELL
Sports Editor & Sports Reporter

The Tennessee Titans, who have 
called Nashville home for the past 
23 years since they relocated from 
Houston, have played in the Nissan 
Stadium for just as long.

The city began construction in 1997 
in preparation for the team’s arrival, 
who were known as the Houston Oilers 
until 1997 when they changed their 
name to the Tennessee Oilers. When 
the new stadium was unveiled, the team 
rebranded as the Tennessee Titans.

However, more recently, it came to 
the attention of not only the city and 
state, but also Titan’s CEO Burke Nihil 
that the stadium, while still functional, 
had fallen into disrepair. 

The Titans originally wanted to 
renovate the stadium as well as spruce 
up the surrounding area on the other 
side of the Tennessee River, and they 
planned to spend roughly $300 to 
$600 million to renovate the existing 
structure. Pitching the idea, Nihil’s 
statement made in Dec. 2020 stated 
the Titans were not proposing building 
from the ground up. 

“There’s never been a conversation 
with the city about a new building. 
[Majority owner] Amy Adams Strunk 
has repeatedly said that she is not 
interested in a new building,” Nihil 
said.

Unfortunately, after the Nissan 
Stadium was reviewed it came to the 
attention of the team that the space 

needed much more costly repairs than 
originally expected, and they would 
need to nearly double their original 
renovation budget of $600 million to 
$1.2 billion.

While the option of fixing up the 
current stadium still remained on 
the table, the plan of building a new 
stadium altogether was proposed. Since 
renovating the pre-existing structure 
was going to cost nearly as much as 
building a 
stadium from 
scratch, the 
argument was 
made that the 
city should 
build a new 
one. That 
way, Nashville 
could have a 
new stadium 
that included a roof, a feature that 
could possibly bring in more revenue 
than the Titans’s current, un-covered 
stadium. 

Although a roof might seem 
inconsequential to some, others 
argue that it could bring in more 
revenue than an open one. The NFL, 
for example, almost always chooses 
stadiums that provide covered seating 
for the Super Bowl, as it takes place in 
February. The College Football Playoff 
National Championships also prefer 
roofed stadiums, as it is hosted in 
January. 

A new, closed stadium opens the 

door to hosting more events, which in 
turn means more exposure as well as 
the hope of more money coming into 
Nashville. Ideally, the new stadium 
would mean good things for Nashville’s 
economy. Some economists, however, 
disagree. 

“When a stadium is originally 
built and attracts a team, that brings 
something to the local community, 
and it’s something people can do. They 

can go to the 
game, and it 
also makes 
people feel 
better that 
they [live] in 
a major league 
city,” John 
Siegfried of 
the American 
Economic 

Association said.
These benefits, he argues, are 

something that have already existed 
for some time with the building of the 
current Nissan Stadium in 1997, and 
they can’t be re-used.

“If you’re talking about replacing the 
stadium, some of those benefits don’t 
count because you already have the 
team,” Siegfried said.

Additionally, the possibility of 
hosting a large, national event like 
the Super Bowl might not bring in as 
much money as originally thought, as 
a lot of the money made by the Super 
Bowl goes to companies that are not 

headquartered in Nashville. 
Taxes are also a concern for the 

citizens of Nashville because any 
costs that the state is unable to pay 
themselves will be expected to be 
paid for on the taxpayer’s dime. Most 
stadiums, such as the LoFi Stadium in 
Los Angeles and the Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium in Atlanta, had to nearly 
double their budget while they were 
being built, and the same could happen 
to the Titan’s new stadium as well. 

This is not to say that a new stadium 
would not be beneficial to the state of 
Tennessee and the city of Nashville, but 
it is a question that can really only be 
answered once a new stadium is built.

“It is possible it makes economic 
sense, it is possible that a Super Bowl 
makes economic sense and it’s possible 
that it doesn’t, and [a new stadium] is 
just something we want, or [maybe] 
we don’t want for our city,” Mandy 
Pellegrin of Sycamore Institute said.

These questions and concerns are 
something policy makers, public 
officials and the Titans are still 
wrestling with, even after the Metro 
Nashville Sports Authority approved a 
$1.2 billion term sheet. Additionally, 
the state has already approved a 
one-time $500 million bond for the 
stadium, meaning that after the next 
Nashville Metro Council meeting, a 
new stadium, instead of renovation, 
will most likely be in the works. 

“When a stadium is originally built “When a stadium is originally built 
and attracts a team, that brings and attracts a team, that brings 
something to the local community, something to the local community, 
and it’s something people can do.”and it’s something people can do.”

- John Siegfreid, AEA

THE GOALPOSTS’ FINAL MINUTES: Tennessee fans storm the field in Knoxville after defeating 
Alabama on 15 October 2022. Photo by Mia Corts, Photography Editor.
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HALLiday Hot Takes

BY EVIE “SOPH”MOORE
Sports Reporter

BY CAILIN RORK
Copy Editor

The holidays are here at the 
Hall, but not everyone is in a 
festive spirit. Here’s what your 
fellow honeybears have to say 
about the season: 

Many students expressed the 
disappointment they feel on the 
actual day of Christmas. 

Sophomore Emily McKay said, 
“The break isn’t long enough 
and exams suck. Also, I feel like 
I get so excited for like months, 
but then on the actual day [of 
Christmas], I’m super bored.” 

Similarly, junior Lauren Wynn 
said, “I like how the buildup 
up to Christmas is so fun, but I 
feel like the actual day is super 
underwhelming.” 

While these are just two 
quotes, this opinion is 
commonly shared amongst the 
student body. 

Sophomore Elsbeth Keefer 
had a lot to say about the timing 

of stores putting up holiday 
decorations, “I hate walking 
into stores and everything is 
overpriced. I also hate walking 
in in October and there’s already 
Christmas stuff up. You’re 
supposed to put that up after 
Thanksgiving.”

Annamaria Bacchetta, also 
a sophomore, shared another 
blunt opinion about a popular 
holiday drink, “I hate eggnog. 
It’s just gross.” This is another 
statement with which many 
students agreed with. 

Finally, sophomore Ava 
Rumsey shared her controversial 
take: “Christmas kinda makes 
me uncomfortable.” 

With opinions about 
topics ranging from holiday 
decorations to the day of 
Christmas itself, the students of 
Harpeth Hall have a lot to say 
about the holiday season. 
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